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In Memoriam
 Cornelia (Corrie) Hutcheson - It was a sadness to hear in the last week of February of the 
sudden passing of Reinier Hutcheson’s mother, Corrie, in her hundredth year. Though Corrie 
was not part of our parish, we did get to know her a little, since Reinier would bring her from time 
to time to special services and most particularly the Carols by Candlelight each year, which she 
greatly enjoyed. It was a privilege therefore to be asked to conduct her funeral service when she 
died suddenly following a massive heart attack and stroke and to support the Hutcheson family 
in this further bereavement, just five months after Reinier’s passing. Corrie was a remarkable 
woman, Dutch by birth, though brought up largely in the Far East where her father worked as an 
engineer with the Dutch Army. She spoke five languages fluently and trained initially as a German 
teacher. She lived through the German occupation of Holland during the war and met and married 
Reinier’s Scottish father just after the war when he was posted to The Hague in the last years of his 
army service. Alec brought his bride back to Northern Ireland where his family had settled before 
the war and Corrie adapted to life here, finding work as a primary school teacher when her two 
sons reached teenage years. She worked in Tiger’s Bay through the worst of the troubles and only 
retired reluctantly at the age of 65. She was a loving mother, grandmother and great grandmother 
who lived through some eventful times with great courage and determination. Carol and I have 
both visited her since Reinier’s passing and have taken much pleasure in getting to know her a little. 
She will be greatly missed by her loving family, and our prayers are with them at this time of further 
sadness.
 Eleanor (Nellie) Briggs - Another sadness in early March was the passing of Nellie Briggs after 
a spell of illness, which took her to hospital in January and, in her last week, to a nursing home in 
Ballyclare. Nellie was in her 90s and very much part of our church and wider community in Carnmoney 
and Glengormley. She was born here and brought up within the life of Carnmoney Parish, and her 
working life was spent in two local shops. There was great sadness in her early life, since both her 
parents died when Nellie and her three siblings were still young children. Nellie and her sister were 
taken and raised by their grandmother, but their two brothers were taken to Barnardos and from 
there to new homes in England, and the children lost touch with one another. However, Nellie knew 
happier times when she met her beloved husband Reggie through church, and they knew over 67 
years of happy marriage together. They brought up their two daughters, Ida and Hazel, in the family 
home in Harmin Park, which remains their home to this day. Reggie was afflicted with a progressive 
illness in his 70s but was looked after with great devotion at home by Nellie and their daughters till his 
passing nearly four years ago. Nellie herself largely maintained good health until this last illness and 
was an active and sociable woman and a delight to visit. Her faith sustained her through difficult days, 
and she kept as active as possible all her life. She will be deeply missed by her sorrowing daughters, 
and we will keep them in our prayers as they adjust to this sad loss.
 Alan Craig McCullagh - It was with deep shock and sadness that we learnt of the sudden death 
at home, after a tragic accident, of Alan McCullagh, husband of Linda, father of Danielle and Craig, 

The Lord of Life and Death
 April can be a wonderful month in our part of the world. This year as 
March draws to a close, it definitely feels like spring is in the air, with some 
warmth creeping into the sunshine at last, the days visibly lengthening 
after a damp, drab winter, and new growth bursting everywhere through 
the dark earth. For many people, particularly the gardeners among us, 
spring is their favourite season, and it is hard not to feel hopeful at the 
annual return of new life and energy. Although Easter is very early this 
year and will have been and gone before the first of April, we will still be in the Easter season throughout 
this month of new life. It gives us, in the West at least, an easy visual aid for the resurrection of life we 
celebrate on Easter Sunday.
 But as the funeral service in the old prayer book reminds us, ‘in the midst of life, we are in death’ 
and for some people the spring months will have brought sorrow and loss, even in the midst of all this 
regeneration. It is hard always to lose those we love as they pass from our sight into God’s keeping, 
but when there is new energy and life around, perhaps the shadow cast by sorrow feels particularly 
deep. Yet that mixed experience of life and death is also what this Easter season is all about. Easter 
faith means walking through Good Friday as much as coming to rejoice on Easter Day. Our living Lord, 
who burst with new life from the tomb, is also the one who carried our sorrows on the cross and who 
tasted to the last drop the bitter cup of suffering and death. When sorrow strikes, we need to hold 
onto this reality that Jesus is Lord of both life and death if we are to move though the ‘valley of the 
shadow of death’ into a deeper level of faith and trust. That is no easy journey for anyone, but it is a 
journey that all of us will have to take, perhaps more than once, as we go though ‘this troublous life’.
 The glory of our Easter faith is the comfort we have in knowing that the risen Jesus walks with us 
in every stage of life. This is the power of Christ’s resurrection. This Jesus who rose once and for all 
now promises never to leave us or forsake us when we put our trust in him, whatever joys or sorrows 
life brings us. His touch can even, as one Easter hymn puts it, ‘call us back to life again’, even when 
our hearts are ‘wintry, grieving or in pain’. This is the hope that can help us endure the darkness til we 
know that call back to life. This is the true joy that the promise of spring allows us to glimpse, that the 
God who calls the earth back to life each year, calls us too into his new and eternal life. May this Easter 
faith strengthen us day by day whatever this month may hold in store, and may we each stay close to 
the Lord of life and death to know his presence and his grace. 
    Every blessing
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Parish Register
Christian Burial

‘‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ” says the Lord

 27th February Cornelia Hutcheson - Ardmore Park, Finaghy
   (Taken by the clergy at Brown, Houston and Williamson Funeral Home, 

Lisburn Road)
 8th March  Eleanor (Nellie) Briggs - Harmin Park
 23rd March Alan McCullagh - Dorchester Avenue
 25th March  Ellen Wilma Clarke - Gillaroo Lodge Nursing Home, Larne, formerly 

of Glebe Road West. (Funeral taken by the clergy at Ramsey’s Funeral 
Home, Larne and Roselawn Crematorium) In Memoriam to follow.

continued on page 8

Annual General Vestry (Easter Vestry)
 The date for our Easter Vestry is Tuesday 5th April at 7.30pm.  The format for the meeting will be to 
hear reports, undertake necessary business and close with refreshments. All registered Vestry Members 
can participate, but all parishioners are welcome to attend the meeting. So please come along and join us 
as we reflect together on the past year and our hopes for the future development of our church life.
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Diary for April
Sunday 3rd April  2nd Sunday of Easter
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Parish Communion
  6.30pm Evening Prayer

Tuesday 5th April 7.30pm  Annual General Vestry in the church hall

Wednesday 6th April 12noon Noon-day prayers in church

Thursday 7th April 7.00pm  Bring and Share Meal at the Glebe with our mission 
partners, the Wilsons

Sunday 10th April  3rd Sunday of Easter
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am  Morning Prayer and Faith Factory children’s ministry 

resumes. Commissioning of New Select Vestry

Tuesday 12th April 8.00pm  Men’s Society meet in the Memorial Room

Sunday 17th April  4th Sunday of Easter
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Family Service
Thursday 21st April 8.00pm Healing Service

Sunday 24th April  5th Sunday of Easter
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Morning Prayer and Faith Factory
Tuesday 26th April 7.30pm Mothers’ Union - Plants of the Bible

Sunday 1st May  6th Sunday of Easter - Rogation Sunday
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Parish Communion and Faith Factory
  6.30pm Evening Prayer

Readings
Date Morning Evening
3rd April Revelation 1:4-8 Isaiah 52:13-53:12
 John 20:19-31 Luke 24:13-35
10th April Acts 9:1-6, 7-20
 Revelation 5:11-14
17th April Family Service
24th April Revelation 21:1-6
 John 13:31-35
1st May Revelation 21:10, 22:5 Zephaniah 3:14-20
 John 14:23-29 Matthew 28:1-10, 16-20

Readers
Date Morning Evening
3rd April Mr R. Campbell Mr B. Adrain
10th April Mr D. Gibson
17th April Family Service
24th April Mr T. Prenter
1st May Mrs S. Harper Mr J. Steen

* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

Flower Rota
3rd April  ..............................  Mr & Mrs T. Roulston
10th April  .............................................................. 
17th April  ........................... The Magowan family
24th April  ............................. The Williams family

Flower arranger - Mrs Diane Lee 9083 6988

F.W.O. Counters
3rd April  ...........................................  Mr J. Fenton
10th April  .......................................  Mr T. Prenter
17th April  ................................ Mr & Mrs B. White
24th April  .....................................  Mrs M. Nelson

Restoration Counters
3rd April  ..............................  Mr & Mrs H. Douglas
10th April  .....................................  Mrs E. Carlisle
17th April  ......................................... Mr J. Walker
24th April  ........................ Mr & Mrs J. Terrington

Elevenses
* Victoria McFarland, Margaret Fitzsimmons, 

Eileen Hill, Rosemary Walsh.
*  Responsible for shopping and 

organising.
Georgie Gibb  Tel: 028 9083 6967

Visit of our CMS Ireland Mission Partners
 Rory and Denise Wilson are back in Northern Ireland for the month of April to visit families and 
connect with their link parishes. They are booked for the four Sundays of their month home, but we 
have arranged with CMSI for them to join us at a bring and share meal in the Rectory on Thursday 
7th April at 7pm. This would be the evening for a monthly fellowship group, but as it is so soon after 
Easter, this seemed a good way to celebrate together and take the opportunity to share a social time 
with the Wilson family. There will be no agenda or presentations of their work, just a chance to share 
food and fellowship. We will keep to a simple one course meal and a sign-up sheet will be available in 
church for a few weeks beforehand. Please do take this chance to meet with the family in a relaxed 
way and learn more of their lives and work so that we can be more informed as we offer them our 
prayerful and financial support.

Funding Request from CMS Ireland
 Though fundraising is NOT the purpose of our evening with the Wilsons, CMS Ireland have also 
notified link parishes that they can no longer supply shortfalls in the support for mission partners 
from central funds. They are asking all link parishes to consider increasing their financial support 
for partners to meet any shortfall. The Vestry has agreed 
a small increase in the annual amount pledged for the 
Wilsons’ support, but individuals in each parish can also 
pledge regular support. Anyone wishing to offer such an 
individual support pledge can obtain further information 
from the Vicar.
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Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 I believe that not one of the members or friends who attended the March meeting 
of the CIMS did not want to walk the Gobbins Path after Alister Bell’s captivating 
talk. Alister, who is now manager of the Gobbins project, and who is no stranger to 
the Men’s Society, enthralled his audience with his account of the path, past and 
present, and what the possibilities for the future are. It was interesting to note that 
it has been acclaimed by travel personnel from throughout the world and has even been named by a 
leading newspaper as one of the six new places in the world to visit. So get out your walking boots and 
get down to the Gobbins for this awe-inspiring two-and- a-half mile walk.
 Our meeting on Tuesday 12th April at 8.00pm sees the return of an old friend of Carnmoney CIMS 
in Tom Robinson. Tom is Director and founder of Kids 4 Skool, a Christian charity which the Men’s 
Society has very much taken to its heart. The charity, which is based mainly in Tanzania, provides 
education and the possibility of a better life for some of the poorest children in Africa. A few of our 
members  have taken a personal interest in some of the children by sponsoring them and watching 
their progression.  We look forward to getting an update on the latest projects the charity is involved 
in and in the good work it is doing generally. It is hoped that we will have a good turnout for what will 
be a special night for the Men’s Society.

Trevor Gibb

Dear Parishioner

3 EASY WAYS TO
SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH

1. Set up a Monthly Standing Order with
your Bank. (Church Bank Details available

on request)

or

2. Forward your envelopes to the
address below 

or

3. Have your envelopes collected monthly

Roy Williams
5A Dorchester Gardens

Newtownabbey
BT36 5JJ

Tel: 90841752
Email roywilliams100@hotmail.com

son of Gladys and sister of Lavinia Beck. There has been great trauma in this passing as Alan had 
only been released from hospital a few days. This fall that took his life has felt particularly hard after 
Alan had battled through some very difficult years struggling with illness. Alan and Linda and the 
extended family have been part of our parish church for a considerable time, though the family had 
also had links with St Brigid’s Parish. Alan has been rooted in the Church of Ireland from his earliest 
days, and faith has been a strong part of life for all the family. The last years, as Alan battled with 
illness, have not been easy for this family but they have been sustained by much prayer and by good 
friends in the church and wider community. Alan had an older family from a first marriage, so he also 
leaves behind grandchildren as well as five grown up children and the larger extended family. We 
know his loss will be keenly felt and assure them all of our continuing prayers at this sad time.

Advance Notices For Your Diary
 Sunday 15th May - Pentecost Sunday. Rural Deanery joint service, 6pm. 
 Our Rural Deanery will again hold a joint evening service on Pentecost Sunday, 
with all parishes invited to come together to celebrate the ‘birthday of the Church’. 
The service will be held this year in Greenisland Parish Church on Station Road, 
Greenisland. For anyone wishing to participate in the joint choir for the service, there 
will one rehearsal at 4pm in the church and you are simply invited to come along at 
that time. Please note the 6pm start time of the service which will be followed by 
refreshments in the church hall. 
 Saturday 11th June -  Summer Fete
 Our next parish fundraising venture will be a summer fete on the second Saturday in June, running 
just through the morning from 10am to 1pm. However, as we do not at present have a fundraising 
committee,  we do need everyone to pull together to ensure we retain past success in raising much-
needed revenue to keep the parish solvent. There will only be two Select Vestry meetings before 
the fete, so there will not be a great deal of time for organising the event. We appeal therefore to 
individuals, groups and organisations within the parish to consider ways in which they could run a stall 

or contribute to our summer event. 
    Working together for the common good is 
a great way to draw us closer as a parish, and 
we hope the morning will be fun as well as 
successful in its aims. Any fresh ideas for stalls 
or offers of help can be made to the clergy or 
any member of the Select Vestry.

Prayers at Noon
 The next monthly parish prayer 
times at noon in the church will be on 
Wednesday 6th April and Wednesday 
4th  May. Please join us for these times of 
prayer for our church and community.  

Clergy Holidays
 The Curate’s post Easter break will be 
Monday 28th March to Monday 4th April 
inclusive. The Vicar will be on leave from 
Tuesday 19th April to Tuesday 26th April 
inclusive.

Recycling for Restoration Fund
 This month we raised £32 from clothes and £14 from books. We would appreciate 
it if clean clothing, including shoes (in pairs), hats, belts, handbags, bed linen and 
curtains (no duvets, pillows or cushions) are left in the church hall, and please do 
not put any other items, such as ornaments or books, in clothing bags. Scrap metal, 
including aluminium and steel cans (preferably in separate bags), electrical items, 
including leads, cables and any items with wiring attached, such as phones and 
chargers, can be left at 7 Glebecoole Park (please call Maurice or Doreen on 9084 4093 to ensure 
someone is at home before delivering items as bags left are liable to be taken by other collectors 
or draw unwanted attention if we are away at night. Also, please do not put any glass in bags of 
scrap metal.
 So, before you bin or kerbie, think recycle for the church - if in doubt ring us.     Maurice Atkinson

Pray for the Following Families in April
3rd Apr - Gray (Abbey G), Hall, Hamill (Carnhill R), Hamilton, Hanley, Hanna, Hannah, 
Hardy, Harper, Harrison, Harson, Harvey, Haslett.
10th Apr - Hamill (B’henry A), Heaslip, Heatley, Henderson, Hennessey, Higgins 
(Woodford Pk E), Hill (Archvale G), Hoey, Hosick (St Quentin A).
17th Apr - Higgins (Fairyknowe D), Hill (The Bracken), Hosick (Glebe Rd W), Hough, 
House, Houston, Howell, Hume, Huston.
24th Apr - Hill (G’coole D), Ireland (Sentry H), Jackson (Green A), Jamieson, Jamison (Antrim R).

Saint Banned from Rochester Train Station
 Britain’s rail bosses have censored an image of a saint from a display of art inside a railway 
station, saying it was ‘overtly Christian and would offend multi-cultural values’.  Network Rail, 
which is partly funded by the taxpayer, banned an image of St John the Evangelist from Rochester 
station in Kent.
 The image was inspired by Rochester’s ancient cathedral and recognised the city’s heritage 
as one of the oldest Christian ecclesiastical cities in Britain. Its cathedral was founded in 604 
AD. A Network Rail spokesman said the company told the artist to remove some of the planned 
images to ‘create a balance.’      Source: Daily Mail
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The Carnmoney Story - Changing Times
 I wonder how many of those who attend or visit Carnmoney Parish Church realise that it has been 
a site of worship for about fifteen hundred years. It is said that Saint Patrick himself preached there as 
he is reputed to have built three churches in south-east Antrim, Shankill, Ballynamanagh and Coole, 
which is the old name for Carnmoney Parish. There have been a number of church buildings on the 
site, the earliest probably being of mud, wood and then stone. In front of the church and behind the 
Jewish cemetery, runs the Glas-na-Braddan, 
which means Little Brigid’s River, and behind 
the church is an ancient well, known as St 
Brigid’s Well.  It would seem therefore that 
Saint Brigid, a contemporary of St Patrick, 
also had some association with the Parish 
of Coole, and the church may have been 
dedicated to her. An interesting point I am 
led to believe, is that the stream separates 
the dioceses of Down and Connor. 
 Until 1843 when St John’s Whitehouse 
was consecrated, Carnmoney Parish 
covered an area of some 20,000 acres 
with a Glebe land of 50 acres. The present 
church was built in 1856 by the Rev. George 
Chichester Smythe and stands a short 
distance from where the previous one stood, which was at the bottom of the cemetery, close to 
where Prince Charles Way runs today.
 Since it first became a religious site, it has at various times been first Celtic, then Roman Catholic, 
Presbyterian and Church of Ireland. Prior to the Reformation, it was Roman Catholic, and it then 
became Church of Ireland until the time of Oliver Cromwell. The earliest reference found of the 
church’s development is contained in the taxation of 1306 under Pope Nicholas III, which lists the 
Rectory of Cowle (Coole) and places it in the Deanery of Moylinny.
 After the Civil War, the established church, which had sided with the King, lost much of its support, 
and with very few remaining clergy, many churches fell into disuse.  The Presbyterian Church meanwhile 
had been given more freedom under Cromwell to worship, and ministers were paid £100 per year. 
Large numbers of the Ulster population were of Scottish Presbyterian origin, and so the congregation 
increased rapidly. They took over many of the former Church of Ireland premises, including Carnmoney. 
In May 1657, the Rev. James Shaw, a Presbyterian, was ordained in Carnmoney Parish Church and 
proceeded to carry out his ministerial duties there in accordance with the Presbyterian Church.
 This was not to last however, and in 1660, with the restoration of the Monarchy, Charles II returned 
the Churches of England and Ireland to their previous positions of power and authority. In 1661, 
Jeremy Taylor became Bishop of Down and Connor and immediately declared the Presbyterian 
ministers as impostors, and they were given the option of being re-ordained by a Bishop into the 
Church of Ireland or being deposed.  The Rev. James Shaw refused, and on a Sunday morning in April 
1661, Bishop Taylor arrived at Carnmoney Parish Church with a troop of cavalry and removed Shaw 
from the church.  Many of his congregation followed him, holding meetings in homes or in the open, 
under threat of arrest or imprisonment. By 1670, the persecution of Presbyterians had relented, and 
a simple thatched Meeting House was built close to where the present Presbyterian Church now 
stands, in what is now known as Carnmoney Village. In the course of my research, I have found that this 
small hamlet was known originally as Ballyduff until the Presbyterian Church was built there, but its 
members retained the name Carnmoney as that was the Church in which they had first congregated. 
Consequently, when anyone was going to the Church, they referred to it as going to Carnmoney 
Church, and so over the course of time, Ballyduff became Carnmoney. Prior to this, Carnmoney was a 
large townland covering a much greater area but with no village or hamlet by that name.

Trevor Gibb

St Brigid’s Well.




