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Church Lads’ Brigade

Dana Henderson Tel: 07889 779858
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A Message from Carol
Dear Parishioners,
 Here we are again in the season of Advent; I am sure like me you find 
it hard to believe.  It seems like no time at all since I packed away the 
Christmas lights.  Has time flown faster - at a speed of knots - or is it just 
that the advancing years have slowed me down?  No need to answer that 
question! 
 Inevitably, Christmas is a time we look back and remember.  Some 
memories joyful and some sad, for the season seems to emphasise our 
loss as we remember those we have loved and lost awhile.  However, 
doesn’t that very sadness emphasise, not only our need, but the world’s 
desperate need for the Christmas message?  Because of it, we are assured that a time comes when 
every tear will be wiped away and every ill healed - no tears, no sickness, no famine, no war.  The peace 
and joy of the Lord fulfilled in the birth of a baby - the light of the world.
 So once again we enter into the time of Advent.  Advent meaning not only looking forward to the 
celebration of the birth of Jesus as a baby, but the anticipation of his return as Christ the King.  So it 
is far more than marking a 2,000 year old event in history, it is celebrating a truth about God in Christ 
whereby all creation might come into eternal relationship with Him.  It is a celebration of an awesome 
God with a mind-blowing plan for the world’s redemption!
 In this double focus of past and future, Advent symbolises the spiritual journey of us as individuals 
and of us as a parish as we affirm that Christ has come, that He is present in the world today, and 
that He will come again in power.  This acknowledgement provides us with a basis for our daily walk in 
God’s Kingdom.  It makes us conscious of our own responsibilities as a people commanded to “love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and your neighbour as yourself”, and to share this message with 
a wounded world as we live out our lives through the light of Christ.
 Advent is marked with the spirit of expectation and hope, however faint at times.  That God, 
however distant He sometimes seems, brings light to the darkest places of the world and a promise 
of deliverance and a promise of peace and justice for all.
 Let us wait, not as those without hope, but in joyful anticipation of the light to come.  I will leave 
you with the words of the carol (no pun intended) -

  Joy to the world, the Lord has come,
  Let earth receive her King,
  Let every heart prepare Him room
  And heaven and nature sing.  And heaven and nature sing
  And heaven ..... and heaven.....  and nature sing.

 May I wish you all a joyous Christmas.
     Love in Christ,

Advent Reflections
 As we all know, the run up to Christmas can be a very busy and pressured time, so why not spend 
two evenings drawing aside, enjoying some quiet and reflecting with others on the Christmas story?
 We have arranged two evening reflections this, year 
both in church: On Thursday 5th December at 7.30pm in 
the context of Evening Prayer, we will be considering Jesus’ 
uncle Zachariah and his part in the Christmas story. Then on 
Tuesday 17th December at 8pm, during our regular monthly 
Holy Communion and Healing Service, we will be considering 
the Incarnation and all that it means for us. Please do come 
along and reflect on that greatest of stories.
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Parish Register
Christian Burial

‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ‘ says the Lord
 6th November William James Carlisle, Carrickfergus Manor

 William James Carlisle (Billy) - Billy Carlisle, devoted husband of the late Eileen, father to Lillian, 
Eileen, Billy and Pauline, passed away peacefully on 1st November 2019.  A service of tribute and a 
celebration of his life was held in Carnmoney Parish Church, and afterwards, the committal was in 
Carnmoney Cemetery.  His grandchildren, Lauren, Colin and Angela, read poems and sang at the 
wonderfully personal tribute and celebration of his life in the church, and Colin sang Amazing Grace at 
the graveside.  Known always as Billy, he was born on 9th August 1926 and married the love of his life, 
Eileen Bell, on 4th November 1946.  Sadly, Eileen died in April of this year.  Billy was one of five children 
growing up in Aberdeen Street in Belfast.  He was no stranger to hard work, starting his working life 
alongside his dad.  He later worked in Mackey’s and Isaac Agnews.  He grew produce to sell and was 
also known for a time as “Mr Fixit”, with people bringing radios and televisions to him to mend.  It 
wasn’t all work and no play though,  for Billy enjoyed football and was an avid supporter of Linfield.  He 
was also a champion draughts player - winning many a contest, and he loved music and to sing.  After 
they were married, with Eileen working alongside, he opened three shops in Agnes Street - a sweetie 
shop, a second-hand shop and a bric-a-brac shop.  But he will be best remembered in Glengormley as 
Billy Carlisle, No.1 Calor Gas dealer in Northern Ireland.  He was a hard-working, self-made man who 
had a heart for the community - going the extra mile for his customers.  But the big loves of Billy’s life 
were his wife and family in whom he took great pride - and whom he supported wherever he could.  
His grandson Harold paid this tribute,”As well as being a fantastic Granda, he was a great man, very 
hard working his whole life until his latter years.  He was a pillar of the local community and much 
respected.”  Billy Carlisle lives on in the lives he helped to shape by his life and his example, and we 
commend his family to your prayers.

Could you be a Welcomer at Carnmoney?
 At our Select Vestry Away Day on 3rd November, we had some discussion 
about how welcoming we are as a church community. Whereas some people 
felt the welcome we give and receive at Carnmoney is a real strength, others 
felt that it could be a lot better! Everybody though agreed that if a visitor 
attends Carnmoney, or somebody returns to church after a long time away, 
it is vital that they are welcomed, spoken to, and made to feel at home. Only 
then will they want to come back again to church.
 Therefore, in discussing the way forward, we have decided to recruit a team of people who are 
willing to stand at the back of church before the 11am service and welcome people with both words 
and a smile as they come into church, particularly 
being on the lookout for any visitors who may be 
attending for the first time. A rota will be formed 
of those willing, and a training evening will be 
held in the new year, during which we can discuss 
exactly what should be done and said.
 If this is something you think you could offer 
on an occasional basis, then please sign the sheet 
on the table at the back of church or ring or email 
Andy. It will be great if our church increasingly 
comes to be known as a warm and welcoming 
community.  Is this something that you could play 
a part in making happen?
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Diary for December
Sunday 1st December  1st Sunday of Advent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion and Faith Factory
  7.30pm S.A.N.D.S. Carol Service
Tuesday 3rd December 7.30pm Memorial Room - Select Vestry
Thursday 5th December 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  2.30pm Glenabbey Home Communion
  7.30pm Church - Advent Evening Prayer (Zachariah)
Saturday 7th December 9.00am Church Hall - Men’s Society Breakfast
  11am-3pm Church Hall - Glenabbey Care Home Craft Fair
Sunday 8th December  2nd Sunday of Advent
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am  Morning Prayer and Faith Factory
  7.00pm  Glebe - Youth Leaders’ meeting
Wednesday 11th December 1.30pm Church Hall - Christmas Social Event
Thursday 12th December 7.30pm Church Hall - Charity Concert
Friday 13th December 10am-4pm Carol Singing in the Nursing Homes
Saturday 14th December 11am-1pm Carol Singing in the Nursing Homes
  7.30pm Glebe - Select Vestry Party
Sunday 15th December  3rd Sunday of Advent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Family Service and Children’s Nativity Play
Tuesday 17th December 7.30pm Choir Vestry - Intercessors’ meeting
  8.00pm Healing Service & Advent Reflection (The Incarnation)
Sunday 22nd December  4th Sunday of Advent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Service of the Word
  6.30pm Carols by Candlelight
Tuesday 24th December 2.30pm Memorial Room - Christingle making
  4.00pm Children’s Crib Service
  11.30pm Holy Communion
Wednesday 25th December 10.00am Family Communion Service with Christingles and Toys
Sunday 29th December  1st Sunday of Christmas
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Healing Service
Sunday 5th January  The Epiphany
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion

Christmas Social
Wednesday 11th December 1.30-3.30pm in the Church Hall

 Everyone is very warmly invited to come along to the Church Hall on Wednesday 11th December 
for a Christmas Social afternoon.  Light refreshments will be served, and there will be musical 
entertainment provided by Louis Small.
 This is a chance to get together and enjoy the festivities and also hopefully make some new 
friends as we reach out to those in our community.  This venture is a prequel to a new monthly drop-in 
club - The Carnmoney Community Friendship Group.  This group will be open to everyone, and will 
be launched on Wednesday 5th February, meeting on the afternoon of the first Wednesday of each 
month thereafter.
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Readings  &  Readers
Date Readings Reader
1st December Isaiah 52:7-10 ................................... Mrs E. Steenson
 Matthew 4:18-22
8th December Isaiah 11:1-10 ................................... Mr R. Campbell
 Matthew 3:1-12
15th December Isaiah 35:1-10 ................................... Faith Factory Children
 Matthew 11:2-11
22nd December Isaiah 7:10-16 ................................... Mrs A. Campbell
 Matthew 1:18-25
24th December Acts 13:16-26 ...................................  
 Luke 1:67-79
25th December Luke 2:1-14 ......................................  
29th December Isaiah 63:7-9 ..................................... Mr B. Adrain
 Matthew 2:13-23
5th January Isaiah 60:1-6 ..................................... Mrs J. Crilly
 Matthew 2:1-12

* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

F.W.O. Counters
1st December  ............................  Mr J. Magowan
8th December  .............................  Mrs Y. Browne
15th December  ............................. Mr T. Prenter
22nd December .............................. Mr J. Fenton
29th December ............................ Mrs M. Nelson

Restoration Counters
1st December  ............................  Mr M. Atkinson
8th December  ........................... Mrs E. Roulston
15th December  .......................  Mrs M. Robinson
22nd December ...........................  Mrs Y. Browne
29th December .................................  Mrs M. Hall

Flower Rota
1st December ....................................  Mr J. Beck
8th December  ....................... Mr & Mrs D. Chick
15th December  ............................  Anne Harper
22nd December ...........................  Norma Busby
29th December .....................  The Hanley family

Flower arranger - Anne Campbell 9084 3505

Recycling for Restoration Fund
 We have raised £51.40 from books this month. 
Please keep collecting non-magnetic scrap metal, 
wiring, leads, cables, motors and drinks cans (no 
glass in bags please). Remember to leave clothes, 
curtains and bed clothes excluding duvets, pillows 
and cushions in the church hall.  Please leave scrap 
at 7 Glebecoole Park.  Doreen and I wish everyone 
a merry Christmas and a happy New Year and would 
like to thank those who collected for recycling and 
who bought books. (Please call Maurice or Doreen 
on 028 9084 4093 before calling).   Maurice Atkinson

 Thank you to those who contributed to Church 
flowers during 2019.  We are fortunate to have 
lovely fresh flowers every Sunday.
 The 2020 Flower Calendar is now available in 
the Church porch noticeboard and your continued 
support is very much appreciated.
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S.A.N.D.S. Carol Service at Carnmoney
Sunday 1st December at 7.30pm 

 S.A.N.D.S. (The Stillbirth and Neo-Natal Death Society) are a tremendous organisation who 
support parents who have lost a baby either before or after birth. Many of these families find 
Christmas an especially hard time, so every year S.A.N.D.S. organises a special Carol Service where 
grieving parents can come together to focus on the Christmas story through carols, poems written 
by their members and readings, whilst remembering their children at the same time. 
 This year we are privileged to be hosting this special Carol Service at Carnmoney on Sunday 1st 
December at 7.30pm and are hoping that many people from our local community and from further 
afield will attend. 
 Our choir will be singing a special anthem, and those attending the service will be able to add 
a special message in memory of their son or daughter to the “Lights Of Love” Christmas Tree. 
Parents can also bring a toy or gift for the age their child would be this Christmas and leave it under 
the Christmas tree. This gives parents an opportunity to include their child in the family Christmas 
preparations by choosing a toy or gift they would have bought for them had they lived. All toys 
and gifts will be donated to local children’s charities after the service, so parents can take comfort 
from the fact that their child’s gift will brighten another child’s Christmas. Again after the service 
refreshments will be served in the hall. 
 Everyone is very welcome to attend this service whether you have lost a child or not, and it will be 
a great opportunity to show hospitality and provide support for those grieving the loss of a child. 
 Please do come along, and if you want to know more, feel free to ring or talk to Andy.

Christmas Day
 Please note that after consultation with the 9.30am service attendees, there will only be one joint 
service on Christmas Day at 10am. This will be a family communion service, hopefully appealing to 
both adults and children, with Christingles and toys and plenty of fun!  Do come along and begin your 
Christmas Day with God.

Music For Christmas Concert
 Come along to the Church Hall on Thursday 12th December at 7.30pm when local choir, Una Voce, 
will be getting us into the festive spirit by performing a concert - Music for Christmas.
 There will be both familiar and new items, and lots of audience participation is promised. The 
concert is open to everybody and is free, although a retiring collection will be taken to support the 
valuable work of S.A.N.D.S.

Christmas Lunch at Glenabbey Care Home
 We have been contacted by Glenabbey Care Home who, on Christmas Day, are opening their 
home up to anyone who may be on their own on Christmas Day to join them for a free Christmas lunch 
and to enjoy the company of other residents in the home. They have offered Carnmoney Church five 
places so please contact Andy if you would be interested in taking up one of these places.

Pray for the Following Families in December
1st Dec. - Spence, Stanford, Steen, Stewart (Ashwood), Stewart (Wynnland), Talbot, 
Terrington, Thompson (Church R), Totten, Twyford, Ventura, Walker (Church C).
8th Dec. - Stewart (Queens G), Stewart (Lylehill R), Thompson (Richmond G), Walker 
(Cairngorm C), Wallace, Walsh (Collinward G), Watkinson, Watters, Weightman.
15th Dec. - Stewart (Hydepark M), Thompson (Carnthall R), Walsh (Dalewood), Weston.
22nd Dec. - Stewart (Park M), Stewart (Church C), Thompson (Elmfield R), White, Wilson (Cogry M).
29th Dec. - Stewart (Temple R), Thompson (Glebe R), Williams (The Glade), Williams (Dorchester G),  
Wilson (Collinbridge D), Wilson (Derrymore A), Wilson (Burnthill C).
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The Knitting B
 The Knitting B have enjoyed another good term, adding to our numbers, our 
fellowship and fun.  Did you enjoy our Christmas tree displayed in Santa’s grotto at 
our Craft Fair?  Yes, they are a bunch of very talented and generous ladies, giving so 
much, not only of materials, but of their time.  For most (the dismal writer excluded), the 
knitting and crocheting is not just a weekly effort of a few hours, but a seven days a week 
endeavour.  Thanks are due for another year of hard work, with hospitals, Mission to Seafarers and 
women’s shelters (amongst others) benefiting from the garments produced.  These ladies are living, 
or should I say loving, out the Christian message in the giving of their time and resources to others.

 The Knitting B will finish for Christmas after our get-together on 5th December, restarting in the 
new year on 9th January.
 Thanks for putting up with me, ladies.  Have a blessed Christmas.  Love, Curate Carol

Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 There was a very good turnout for the October meeting, from both members 
and friends, to hear a very interesting talk on the ethos and history of the Co-
operative movement. It was particularly pleasing to get so much interaction 
between those present and our speaker, Kyle, from the Beverley store. After his 
talk, he produced some samples of Christmas products, including delicious mince 
pies which went down very well with all present.
 Our next meeting on Saturday 7th December at 9.00am is, of course, our very special Men’s 
Breakfast, when the men of the Parish show their skills as chefs and that all that time watching Master 
Chef on television wasn’t wasted.  Our speaker this year, Wesley Bonnar, is very well known to most 
of us through his involvement with Sentry Hill and the history of Carnmoney, but this time, we will 
hear a very different side of him when he speaks of his charity work and visits to help “The Children 
of Moldova“.  The breakfast is open to all men of the Parish and their friends, and although there is no 
charge for the breakfast, there will be a plate for donations to the charity.  A sheet will be placed at the 
back of the church for names of those wishing to attend and to help us to know how many to cater for.

Trevor Gibb, Hon. Secretary

Confirmation
 Sunday 7th June 2020 will be the date for our Annual Confirmation Service at Carnmoney 
(hopefully a new Bishop will be in post by then!).  As we did last year, we are hoping to run two 
separate courses for adults and teenagers, both beginning after Christmas. Anyone over thirteen 
is eligible for the teenagers class, or it may be that you are an adult who was never confirmed 
as a teenager, or you may originally have come from another denomination. If so, this is a great 
opportunity to meet informally with others to discuss the basics of the Christian Faith and become 
a fully signed up member of the Anglican Church. If you would be interested in either class, or would 
like to explore the possibility of Confirmation further, then please have a chat with Andy or Carol 
over the next few weeks.

There’s a fine line between a long sermon...There’s a fine line between a long sermon...

...and a hostage situation!...and a hostage situation!

Miscellaneous observations
How does a snowplough driver get to work?

To some people, religious freedom means 
a choice of churches to stay home from. 
Anon

Suffering with truth decay? Brush up on 
your Bible. Anon
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Seasonal Gifts
 Looking back at the last five years in the parish, the church family has been inspired and surprised 
by joy at the outcome of God’s plan for Mercia’s sabbatical and her relationship with Colm. The prayers 
of the people intensified for the future of the parish church, and for the Spirit-filled procedures, which 
resulted in the Rev. Andy Heber becoming vicar for this new chapter of its life and history.
 Now the Church’s Ministry of Healing Group is very thankful that the intercessors team has been 
strengthened by two new members, with other people also showing interest in this work.
 It is very encouraging to find that many people have already offered their gifts, time and resources 
to help with new initiatives and established groups. They have been transformed by their God-
consciousness to volunteer for church work with the help of the Holy Spirit.
 In a general sense, the people in the church family continue to gain God-consciousness through 
the preaching of Andy and Carol and through their careful and thoughtful reflections month by 
month in the Carnmoney Review. Also, we recall with thanksgiving the inspirational illustrations on 
the Review covers and the reflective and relevant quotations included by Harry Beckinsale each 
month, in particular since Pentecost 2018. The October Review lighthouse and quotations are focus 
for all in the parish for guidance, and for lighting a clear way to a safe harbour, which is God’s plan for 
the church taking place at present, especially since the Away Day.
 For the last two weeks of October, my bible readings covered building and re-building, sacred 
space, buildings of flesh and stone. Commentary by Paul Nicholson (S.J.) on Nehemiah 11:10-11 
observes: “Prayer has the ability to plant dreams of a better future deep in our hearts, and then to provide 
us with the strength we need to do the hard work necessary to bring those dreams into reality. “
 Commentating on Psalm 19 on 10th November (also in Fresh From the Word) under the title: 
“Seeking God’s Goodness”, Methodist preacher, Jan Sutch Pickard reflects: “We can still celebrate 
God’s gifts …. Not to be taken for granted: powerful truth, transforming justice, the reassurance of life in 
the balance, love which takes us by surprise.”
 May we reflect on these words as they come alive in our own hearts and souls, as we present 
our gifts to God this Christmas and ask him to help us to recognise the gifts he is giving us, to reach 
our full potential as his individual children, and as Carnmoney Parish Church family. We need time to 
reflect on the light, peace and Joy of this Holy season.   Pat Archbold

 Just a reminder that we have booked our usual Christmas treat.  As you know, the Templeton 
is not fully functional this year due to renovations being carried out.  We have therefore booked 
Afternoon Tea at the Hospice on the Somerton Road on Saturday 8th December at 3.00pm.
 This provides us with the opportunity to support a very worthy local cause.  I do hope that as many 
people as possible will support us, just let us have your name to enable numbers to be provided for 
catering purposes.
 At this busy time of year, perhaps we should all take a few minutes to reflect on the deeper message 
of Christmas and to support, where possible, some of the very worthy causes requiring our help.
 I wish you all a Very Happy and Blessed Christmas.  Anna Brandon

The Story of Mince Pies
 Did you know that mince pies have been traditional 
English Christmas fare since the Middle Ages, when meat 
was a key ingredient?  The addition of spices, suet and 
alcohol to meat came about because it was an alternative 
to salting and smoking in order to preserve the food.  Mince 
pies used to be a different shape - cradle-shaped with a 
pastry baby Jesus on top.



All in the Month of December
It was:
 100 years ago, on 1st December 1919, that Lady Nancy Astor became 
the first female MP to take her seat in the House of Commons.
 80 years ago, on 1st December 1939, Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer made his first ever appearance, in a children’s colouring book 
given away by Montgomery Ward stores in the USA.
 75 years ago, on 16th December 1944 to 16th 
January1945, the Battle of the Bulge took place in 
Belgium.  It was the last major German counter-
offensive of the war, and an Allied victory.
 50 years ago, on 18th December 1969, that the 
death penalty was abolished for murder.
 Finally, 30 years ago, on 22nd December 1989, 
the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin was reopened, 
effectively reuniting East and West Germany.
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Church Lads’ & Girls’ Report
 As they say in the Blues Brothers, ‘We’re getting the band back together’. 
With this in mind, we are appealing to former members of the Brigade Band to 
return any flutes that they might have.  We are organising a Table Quiz on 31st 
January to raise funds to buy some new flutes.  Please put this date in your diary. 
 Members of the Brigade turned out on Remembrance Sunday and took part in 
the Act of Remembrance.  It is important that young people of today remember 
the sacrifice of those that went before them.  We thank all the lads and girls who 
came to the service.
 The following week, the CLB and CGB held their Enrolment Service. There was a fine turnout of 
Brigade members (thank you mums and dads) when four new members were enrolled... CGB - Ellen 
Gill, Rosanna McLean and Jorgie McIlwaine... CLB - Jackson Jane.  Brigade members handed out 
service sheets, read lessons, said prayers and collected the offertory.  Abigail Thomas was promoted 
to Corporal.  Thank you to Rev. Andy and Rev. Carol for all their efforts on behalf of the Brigade.  Some 
of the Brigade’s honorary members were recognised during the service - Marion Magowan, Marion 
Ramsay and Pat White.
 It will be a busy time in the run-up to Christmas.  Members will go to the Universities Ice Hockey 
Tournament, and some of the senior girls will be volunteering to pack shoe boxes at the Blythswood 
Centre in Ballyclare.  For their Christmas treat, the girls are going to see Frozen 2.  The lads will have a 
Christmas treat too.  We would like to say Happy Christmas to all members of the Parish.

Members of the Church Lads’ and Church Girls’ Brigades following their enrolment.

Elevenses
*  Pat White, Joan Bradbury, Lesley Prenter, 

Dana Henderson.
*  Responsible for shopping and 

organising.
Georgie Gibb - Tel: 9083 6967



Unit B7, Portview Trade Centre,
310 Newtownards Road, Belfast

T: 028 9045 9864
E: printing@mediadesignandprint.com 

Business Stationery

Booklets

Lea�ets

Invitations

Posters

Vinyl Banners

Pull-Up Signs

Stickers

Email: andyshardwarestore@hotmail.com

A.C. Meats
Unit 3, 119-129, Doagh Road, 

Newtownabbey BT36 6AA
Tel: 028 9086 6510 

Quality Produce - Quality Service

Finest Quality Produce
Beef, Lamb & Pork
Grade “A” Poultry

Cooked Foods
Seasonal Vegetables
Weekly Special Offers

A.C. Meats


