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Who’s Who
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Rev. Mercia Malcolm 9083 6337

Lay Reader
Valerie Murray 9083 5761

Vicar’s Warden
Brian Adrain 9084 4433

Hon. Secretary
Janet Crilly 9083 6166

Vicar’s Glebewarden
Maurice Atkinson 9084 4093

Church Envelopes
Roy Williams, 5a Dorchester Gardens,

N’Abbey BT36 5JJ.  9084 1752

Gift Aid Secretary
David Gibson 9086 2237

CMS Globes
John Beck 9084 7026

Magazine Distributor
Georgie Gibb 9083 6967

Parish Website
Elaine Munn 07477 574247

carnmoneyparish@gmail.com

Weekly Notice Sheet
Joan Bradbury 9083 6035

 joanmarybradbury@yahoo.co.uk

Curate
Rev. Carol Harvey 07860 696800

Sexton
Harry Hamilton 9083 5848

Organist
David Rutherford 9028 7515

People’s Warden
John Beck 9084 7026

Hon. Treasurer
Joyce Lardie 9084 9584

People’s Glebewarden
Robert Campbell 9084 3505

Church Restoration Fund
Barbara Talbot 9058 7830

Faith Factory
Linda McCullagh 07503 298562
Carolyn Beasant 07857 329999

Jayne Gray 07787 290894

Bible Reading Secretary
Georgie Siberry 9083 7015

Church of Ireland Gazette
-

Carnmoney Review
Harry Beckinsale 9336 6788

hbeckinsale@hotmail.com

What’s On
Mon. 7.30pm

Indoor Bowling Club
John Fenton Tel: 9083 5409

2nd Tue. 8.00pm
C.o.I. Men’s Society

Mike Barefield Tel: 9514 9136

4th Tue. 7.30pm
Mothers’ Union

Joan Killen Tel: 9084 3206

Wed. 8.00pm

Choir Practice
Maurice Carson Tel: 9334 2342

Thu. 7.00pm

Church Girls’ Brigade
Amanda Templeton

Tel: 07468 486801

3rd Thu. 8.00pm

Healing Service
Pat Archbold Tel: 9443 3618

Church
Hall

Telephone

028 9080 0770

Fri. 6.30pm

Church Lads’ Brigade

Dana Henderson Tel: 9083 0420
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Change and Faith
 What a difference a year can make! You will be well aware of what 
changes this year has brought into my life and what changes now lie 
ahead for all of us as well. I have written more about that elsewhere 
in the magazine. Change, whether for individuals or for a parish, is 
always unsettling and can feel a bit scary. But change is also essential 
for life and growth. A Greek philosopher observed many centuries 
ago, that to live is to have changed often. In nature, what does not 
change, stagnates and dies. So change can be welcomed when it seems directed towards a 
purpose that will bring new life and renewal. When we sense God at work, we can face such 
changes without fear and even with anticipation for what will come next.
 December, of course, is the month when the universal church celebrates one of the biggest 
changes that God made to human history, when he chose to enter the world as one of us and 
experience human life in his Son Jesus. The unchanging, eternal God, learned what it was like 
to be entirely vulnerable and dependent on human parents. He learned what it was to grow and 
learn day by day what the world was like, to experience love and joy, hunger and fear, weakness 
and strength, sorrow and friendship, to be, as the book of Hebrews put it, like us in every way 
but without the sin that separates us from God the Father. The birth of Jesus that we celebrate 
each Christmas, brings to fulfilment the promises God gave for centuries to send a Messiah, 
a Saviour to the world. But the way he fulfilled that promise was so different from anyone’s 
expectation that it was hardly even recognised at first.  A peasant girl and her husband, a 
few rough shepherds, celebrating angels and some foreign astrologers, who would be highly 
suspect to most pious Jews; these were the only ones to know that the Saviour had been born. 
And yet, because of that obscure, isolated birth, the world has been different ever since. All 
the centuries of Christian history since, have allowed us to see that event with a glimpse of the 
divine perspective on life and change that can perhaps help build our trust in God’s continuing 
work in us and in the world. 
 ‘Love came down at Christmas’. As we see these and the other familiar words of our well-
loved Christmas carols; as we embark again on all the familiar Christmas services that bring 
us such joy and comfort, may we truly hear the message of hope and joy and faith that is at the 
heart of this season. Jesus is ‘Immanuel’ ‘God with us’, not just once all those centuries ago but 
today and tomorrow and every day of our lives as we commit our ways to him. And while God 
may bring us into and through many changes in our lives, as individuals and churches, to help us 
develop and grow and serve his purposes, his love for us made flesh in Jesus will never change. 
He can and will hold us in all circumstances, and he can and will bring blessing to and through us. 
May this Christmas be one of joy and peace as we walk with God for all that may lie ahead. 

     Every blessing,

Holy Communion for 
Christmas

 In the week before Christmas, the Vicar 
and the Curate plan, as usual, to take Holy 
Communion at home to some of our infirm or 
housebound parishioners.
 If you don’t usually receive Home Communion, 
but would like to, or you know of someone who 
might appreciate this ministry, please contact 
the Vicar.  



Vicar’s News
 As most will no doubt be aware, I announced on Remembrance Sunday that, with very mixed 
feelings, I will be leaving Carnmoney at the end of January 2018. Colm and I have bought a house in 
Bangor, far more quickly than we ever thought possible, and since Colm is semi-retired and we need 
to be able to spend more time together, it has been clear that, when this deal went through, it would 
be right for us to take this further step. I can’t fully retire as I will not be able to get any retirement 
income for the next three to four years because of the changes in retirement age introduced for both 
the State and Church of Ireland pensions. But I hope that, with permission to officiate in both Connor, 
and Down and Dromore Dioceses, I will be able to get enough income to help us pay the bills until 
I can reach full retirement age. Indeed, I suspect that I could be very busy, but the difference from 
remaining in full-time ministry for another four years is that it will be within my control, and I will have 
more time to give to this new life situation. It is very difficult of course to leave after so many years 
with you all, but we are very sure this is the right next step for us. You will all be much in my thoughts 
and prayers, and I am sure that God, who has guided Colm and I so powerfully in this last year, will be 
equally at work in preparing the person who can lead this parish in the years to come.

Help Needed
 We will be making up Christingles for the 
Christmas morning family service on the morning 
of December 23rd as Christmas Eve this year 
is also a Sunday! We usually make up about 30 
,and many hands make light work!  So we would 
invite any of you nimble-fingered older children 
or young people and/or parents and friends, who 
could spare an hour or so and would like to join in 
the fun of helping, to come along to the Memorial 
Room for 10.00am on Saturday December 23rd.
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Parish Register
Christian Burial

‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ‘ says the Lord
 2nd  November Thomas (Tommy) James Howell, Glebe Care Nursing Home

In Memoriam
 Thomas (Tommy) James Howell - Tommy Howell, much loved husband of Jean and loving father 
of Thomas and Ian, grandfather of Ashleigh, Lee, Michael, Robyn, Ryan and Charliee-Jo, and great 
grandfather of Jay, passed away peacefully in hospital at the end of October. Tommy and Jean were 
married for 59 years and lived much of their married life in Carnmoney Parish. Family was  primary 
focus of Tommy’s life, and he was a devoted husband, father and grandfather who worked hard 
to provide for his family, rising to a senior position in the company he worked for most of his life. 
Ill health meant he took early retirement at the age of 58, but that also gave Jean and him some 
wonderful years together when they could travel and enjoy more time together. Tommy was very 
active in sports in his younger days, and he particularly  enjoyed  body-building, cricket and water 
polo. His main sporting interest throughout his life, however, was Linfield Football Club, and he 
was an avid supporter who rarely missed a match. The last six years were much more restricted 
for Tommy due to a severe stroke, but he fought  hard to regain some speech and mobility, and his 
keen sense of humour often shone through. Though these last years brought great challenges for 
Tommy and Jean and the family,  he was deeply loved and will be greatly missed. We assure his family 
and friends of our  continuing prayers at this sad time.
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Diary for December
Saturday 2nd December 9.00am Men’s Society Breakfast in the Church Hall
   Guest speaker from Lough Neagh Rescue Service
Sunday 3rd December  1st Sunday of Advent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion and Faith Factory
  6.30pm Evening Prayer
Tuesday 5th December 7.45pm  Select Vestry - Please note, there will be NO meeting of 

the Vestry on the first Tuesday in January
Thursday 7th December 7.30pm  Memorial Room.  Advent Course.  Explorations in Prayer. 

Session 1. The Collects
Sunday 10th December  2nd Sunday of Advent
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am Toy Service and Faith Factory
Monday 11th December 9.15am  Meet at church to pack and deliver gifts for the Family 

Appeal (hopefully to Mossley Mill) 
Thursday 14th December 7.30pm  Memorial Room.  Advent Course.  Explorations in Prayer. 

Session 2. Contemplative Prayer
Sunday 17th December  3rd Sunday of Advent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Family Service and Nativity Play
  6.30pm  Carols by Candlelight. The choir invites everyone for tea/ 

coffee and mince pies in the Church Hall afterwards
Thursday 21st December 7.30pm  Memorial Room. Worship for Advent. Note: There is NO 

Healing Service on this date
Saturday 23rd  December 10.00am  Making Christingles in Memorial Room.
   Please come along and help
Sunday 24th December  4th Sunday of Advent - Christmas Eve
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Morning Prayer
  11.30pm F irst Communion of Christmas
Monday 25th December  Christmas Day
  9.30am Holy Communion
  10.45am  Family Service and Christingle
   Please note time of service
Sunday 31st December  1st Sunday of Christmas
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Morning Prayer
  6.30pm There is no evening service this month
Thursday 4th January 7.30-9.30pm  Memorial Room. Fellowship Group: Faith Pictures 

Session 6. All welcome
Sunday 7th January  1st Sunday after the Epiphany
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion
  6.30pm Evening Prayer

Clergy Holidays
 The Vicar’s post Christmas break will be from 26th December 2017 – 2nd January 2018 inclusive. 
The Curate’s break will be from 2nd-6th  and 13th-14th January 2018 inclusive.
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Flower Rota
3rd December  ....................................................... 
10th December  .................................................... 
17th December  .....................  Mr & Mrs D. Chick
24th December  ..................  Mrs Renie Norwood
31st December  ......................  The Hanley family

Flower arranger - Anne Campbell 9084 3505

Readings
Date Morning Evening
3rd December 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Isaiah 1:1-20
 Mark 13:24-37 Matthew 21:1-13
10th December Isaiah 40:1-11 No Evening Service
 2 Peter 3:8-15a
17th December Family Service Carols by Candlelight
24th December 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 No Evening Service
 Romans 16:25-27
31st December Isaiah 61:10-62:3 No Evening Service
 Galatians 4:4-7 
7th January Acts 19:1-7 Isaiah 42:1-9
 Mark 1:4-11 Ephesians 2:1-10

Readers
Date Morning Evening
3rd December Mr D. Gibson Mr J. Fenton
10th December Mr R. Campbell No Evening Service
17th December Family Service Carols by Candlelight
24th December Mr T. Prenter No Evening Service
31st December Mrs J. Lardie ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
7th January Mrs P. White Mr J. Steen

* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

F.W.O. Counters
3rd December  .................................  Mr J. Fenton
10th December  .............................  Mr T. Prenter
17th December  ...................... Mr & Mrs B. White
24th December  ...........................  Mrs M. Nelson
31st December  ...........................  Mr J. Magowan

Restoration Counters
3rd December  ............................ Mrs L. Hamilton
10th December  ................................. Mrs M. Hall
17th December  .........................  Mrs E. Roulston
24th December  .................  Mr & Mrs H. Douglas
31st December  ............................  Mrs E. Carlisle
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Church of Ireland Men’s Society
Men’s Breakfast

 The Men’s Society Breakfast will be on Saturday 2nd December at 9am. There 
is no charge for the breakfast, but donations, as always, will be collected for a 
nominated charity. This year, there will be a speaker from the Lough Neagh Rescue Services.

Knitting B
 The Knitting B closed on 7th December and will resume on 11th January. This is a very much 
enjoyed group, and a warm invitation is extended to any newbies who may want to try something 
new in 2018. So why not come along and give it a go, it’ll be the perfect new hobby for your 2018 
calendar!

F.W.O. Envelopes 2018
 Parishioners are reminded that the Church envelopes for 2018 are now available for collection. 
Please take a note of your envelope number and collect your pack.
 If anyone would like Church envelopes for the first time, please contact Roy Williams, either by 
telephone: 9084 1752, or email: roywilliams100@hotmail.com

Advent Course
 Our preparation for Christmas will run on the first three Thursdays in December and will be on 
‘Explorations in prayer’. As the last session will be very close to Christmas on December 21st, that 
will take the form of a time of worship and prayer for Advent.  The two sessions on Thursday 7th and 
Thursday 14th December, will be on exploring forms of prayer that have been helpful down the ages, 
beginning with a look at how our Anglican collects can help us to pray. The sessions will run from 
7.30-8.30pm with refreshments afterwards. Do join us to give some room for spiritual things in the 
all too hectic lead up to Christmas. 

Toy Service
 As usual, we invite children from Faith Factory, and anyone else in the congregation, to bring gifts 
for children and young people to the 11am service on the second Sunday in December, this year 
December 10th. We will again pass them on to the Salvation Army/St Vincent de Paul Joint Family 
Appeal. We still hope to leave them at Mossley Mill, but at the time of writing, the Council had not 
made a decision on whether the Mill would be a collection point this year so that will have to be 
confirmed. The presents should be new and unwrapped, and gifts such as CD tokens or toiletries for 
teenagers, or tins of biscuits for the whole family, are also greatly appreciated. We will deliver the 
gifts to the nearest collection point on Monday 11th, so volunteers to transport the presents would 
be appreciated. Please come to the church on 11th at 9.15am if you can help with that. 

CMS Blue Globes
 Don’t forget to return your globes to John Beck, or speak to him if you would like to receive a 
Globe to contribute through the year to the work of CMS Ireland. We would intend that donations in 
future will go to the support of our nominated link missionaries when we have new partners in place 
in due course, but for the present, this year’s donations will go into general CMS Ireland funds to 
support a variety of overseas projects and mission partners.

Evening Services in December and January
 There will be a service of Evening Prayer, as usual on the first Sunday in the month in December, 
which is December 3rd, and of course, we have our Carols by Candlelight Service at 6.30pm on 
the Sunday nearest Christmas Day. This will fall this year on December 17th, and it is always a very 
special and much appreciated service. As the fifth Sunday in December is however New Year’s Eve, 
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Recycling for Restoration Fund
   Please remember to continue 
collecting over the Christmas 
period. PLEASE NOTE, WE WILL 
NO LONGER BE RECYCLING 
STEEL CANS, OTHER STEEL 
ITEMS OR LARGE ELECTRICAL ITEMS, DUE A 
BIG REDUCTION IN PRICE. We can still recycle 
cables, leads and motors from electrical items, 
and all other non-magnetic metals. Scrap metal 
can be left at 7 Glebecoole Park (please call Maurice 
or Doreen on 9084 4093 to ensure someone is at 
home before delivering items, as bags left are liable 
to be taken by other collectors or can draw unwanted 
attention if we are away overnight or on holidays). 
Please do not put any glass in bags of scrap metal. 
Please continue to leave bags of clean clothing, 
handbags, curtains and bedding, excluding duvets 
and pillows, at the church hall.        Maurice Atkinson

 Our Mothers’ Union 2017 year will finish on the evening of 12th December when members of 
the Men’s Society will join us in the Memorial Room to watch that much-loved Christmas film, ‘It’s a 
Wonderful Life’.
 As we prepare to celebrate the wonderous birth of the Christ Child, Jesus, we should take time 
to reflect and give thanks for God’s guidance and love throughout the past year. Our founder, Mary 
Sumner, was a woman of vision, compassion and love.   May we daily follow in her footsteps, and 
through prayer, worship and deeds, continue to reach out to help families around the corner and 
around the world.
 Every blessing for a joyous Christmas and peaceful 2018. (Joan Killen, Branch Chairperson)

we will not be holding an evening service at 6.30pm. Our next evening service therefore will be 
Evening Prayer on 7th January, which the Vicar will take as her last evening service in the parish. 

January Fellowship Group
The group will meet on Thursday 4th January in the Memorial Room from 7.30-9.30pm to complete 
the final session of ‘Faith Pictures’. Even if you have not attended previous sessions of this short 
course, each one can stand alone and all are welcome to come to explore the ways in which we 
understand and can share our faith. 

Dear Parishioner

3 EASY WAYS TO
SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH

1. Set up a Monthly Standing Order with
your Bank. (Church Bank Details available

on request)

or

2. Forward your envelopes to the
address below 

or

3. Have your envelopes collected monthly

Roy Williams
5A Dorchester Gardens

Newtownabbey
BT36 5JJ

Tel: 90841752
Email roywilliams100@hotmail.com

The Story of Mince Pies
 Did you know that mince pies have been traditional Christmas fare since the Middle Ages, when 

meat was a key ingredient?  The addition of 
spices, suet and alcohol to meat came about 
because it was an alternative to salting and 
smoking in order to preserve the food. Mince pies 
used to be a different shape - cradle-shaped with 
a pastry baby Jesus on top.
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How Father Christmas got Where he is Today
 One person you are bound to run into this Christmas season is Father Christmas.  These days he 
seems to frequent shopping malls and garden centres.  If he looks tired, just remember that he has 
been around a long time, and gone through a lot of transformations.   
 Father Christmas wasn’t always the red-suited, white-bearded star of the retail trade that he is 
today.   He began life as Nicholas, born way back about AD260 in Patara, an important port on the 
southern coast of what is now Turkey.  When his parents died and left him a fortune, Nicholas gave it 
away to the poor.  He became a bishop of the nearby city of Myra, where he almost certainly suffered 
persecution and imprisonment at the hand of the Roman Emperor Diocletian.
 Nicholas was a serious theologian: he was a participant at the First Council of Nicaea, which 
formulated the Creed which we still say today.   He even, reportedly, slapped another bishop in a 
squabble over the exact nature of the Trinity.
 Nicholas died in Myra about AD343, but the stories of his generosity and kindness were just 
beginning.    One enduring tale tells of the three girls whom he rescued from certain prostitution by 
giving them gold for their dowries.  When the father confronted him to thank him, Nicholas said he 
should thank God alone.  
 In the UK, Nicholas became the basis for Father Christmas, who emerged in Victorian times as a 
jolly-faced bearded character.  Meanwhile, Dutch and German settlers had taken him to America with 
them as Sinter Klaas and Sankt Nicklas.   
 It was in America that Nicholas received his final two great breaks into real stardom.  The first was 
when the Rev Clement C Moore, a New York Episcopal minister, turned from his life-work of writing 
a Hebrew/English lexicon, to write a fun poem for his children one Christmas.  His ‘The Visit of St 
Nicholas’ is now universally known by its first line:  ‘T’was the Night Before Christmas’.
 From Clement Moore we discovered that St Nicholas is round and pink-cheeked and white-
bearded, and that he travels at night with sleigh, reindeer and a sack of toys on his back.   It was 
Clement Moore who also revealed that St Nicholas enters houses down chimneys and fills children’s 
stockings with toys and sweets.    
 So how did we find out that Father Christmas wears red?   That was the US Coca-Cola advertising 
campaign of 1931, who finally released the latest, up-to-date pictures of Father Christmas: wearing 
a bright red, fur-trimmed coat and a large belt.   
 These days, it is good that Father Christmas uses reindeer and doesn’t have to pay for petrol.  In 
order to get round all the children in the world on Christmas Eve, he will have to travel 221 million 
miles at an average speed of 1279 miles a second, 6,395 
times the speed of sound.  For all those of us who are 
already exhausted just rushing around getting ready for 
Christmas, that is a sobering thought.

Christmas
Why Does it Begin at Midnight 

with Holy Communion?  
 The hour was first chosen at Rome in the fifth century 
to symbolise the idea that Christ was born at midnight – a 
mystical idea in no way hindered by historical evidence!  No 
one knows the hour of his birth.  
 Certainly in recent times, Holy Communion at midnight 
on Christmas morning has proved popular with modern 
families.  One British writer pointed out its “domestic 
convenience” in 1947: “for where there are children and no 
servants, husband and wife may be unable to communicate 
at any other time.”  (So things don’t change, then!)
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Quality local meat, quality local service

12 Richmond Gardens, Glengormley - Tel: 9084 4640
and Glenwell Spar, 290 Antrim Road, Glengormley

Proprietor:
Graham Zebedee

Farm Quality Assured Beef & Lamb

Grade “A” Poultry

Cooked Foods

Traditional Pies

Seasonal Vegetables

See in-store for special offers

ChristmasClubNow Open

Email: andyshardwarestore@hotmail.com


