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Dear Parishioners,

 First of all, may I take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and blessed 
2018.  It is hard to believe that another year has passed.  It has been a very 
mixed year, for me, of sorrow and blessing.  I thank God that I have had a 
good year health-wise, and apart from the odd cough and sniffle, I have 
managed to stay out of hospital for another year!  We were sad last year 
to loose Stella but  rejoiced in a life well lived for one hundred years.  It is 
always sad to lose a loved parishioner, and we have lost too many dear ones 
this year.  I know it is a most natural process, and being people of, faith we should rejoice, but it’s the 
“missing”, isn’t it?  Of course the highlight of our year was the wonderful surprise engagement of our 
Vicar, Mercia, to Colm.  It was lovely to welcome Colm as he worshipped with us, and to get to know him 
better when he joined in some of our fellowship and Advent evenings.  The wedding in September was 
a joy, and it was a privilege for me to be able to conduct the ceremony.  But again, our joy is bitter-sweet 
for Mercia and Colm will be moving to Bangor in the very near future, and although we wish them every 
blessing for a long and happy life together, we will sorely miss them.  My great family sadness was the 
tragic loss of my nephew Chris, which caught us completely unprepared.  We were very close for all of his 
46 years, and it has left a vacuum in our family.  But his name is never far from our lips, hearts and minds, 
and we continue to talk about him and refer to him in our daily lives.  As you know, thanks to a small policy 
left by Chris, I was able to take a wonderful trip to America on the Queen Mary 2  (you can read about it on 
page 10).  Having lived in America for fifteen years, Chris always said he would take me there one day, and 
he did.  Sadly, he wasn’t there to enjoy it with me.  I thank God for the memories he left and for the many 
things he taught me along the way, during the nine years he lived with me here in Larne Road.    
 During Advent, we remembered again the incarnation of the Son of God. We underwent a process 
of preparation - preparation, not only for the celebration of remembrance of the Christmas story, but 
also, as we remember the purpose of his incarnation, we are also preparing for His second coming 
when we shall see our Lord and Saviour face to face.  In this New Year, we have entered a time of self 
reflection as we look at the year past, identify changes we would like to make, and look forward to a new 
year - and perhaps a “new self”.  How many of us make New Year resolutions which we keep with pride 
and discipline for the first few weeks?  How many of us can remember last year’s resolutions now?  Or 
perhaps we make the same ones every year.
 In 2 Corintians 5:17, we read, ‘Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new.’  The most important change we ever make in our 
lifetime, is to invite Christ into our lives.  In our Christmas services, we lit the Advent candles, welcoming 
the light of the world – when we live our lives in the light of His incarnation, in the light of His example, in 
the light of  the Love which sent Him, then our burdens truly become “light”.  
 As we read in Matthew 11: 29-30, ‘Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.’    
 Thank you for your many kindness’s and support over the past year, and again, I wish you all a happy 
and blessed 2018 - may your yokes be easy and your burdens light.
    With love in Christ,
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Carol
Revision of Register of Vestry Members

 The Register of Vestry Members has to be revised annually during the month of February. This will 
be done before the Select Vestry meeting on Tuesday 6th February, and a notice to that effect will 
be placed on the door of the church for the five Sundays preceding the review from 7th January. The 
previous Register of Vestry members will be available in church for inspection from this Sunday. If you 
are new to the parish in the last year and wish to be included on the Register, or have moved since the 
last revision of the Register, please obtain the appropriate registration form from the Church Wardens.
 The Register of Vestry Members is the list of those entitled to vote at the Annual Easter Vestry 
and is open to all subscribing members of the parish over the age of 18. The names of those who have 
passed away in the preceding year and those who have ceased subscribing to the parish for at least a 
year will also be removed during the revision of the Register.
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Parish Register
Christian Burial

‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ‘ says the Lord
 8th December Victor Murray McAdam, St Brigid’s Fold
 15th December Pearl Beavis, Osterley Park (taken by the Vicar in the family home)

In Memoriam
 Victor Murray McAdam - It was with great sadness that we heard in early December of the 
passing of Victor McAdam, one of the most longstanding and faithful members of our church 
community. 
 Originally from North Belfast, Victor and his much loved wife Mary, have lived in Glengormley 
since the 1960s, and their two children, Lorraine and Paul, were been brought up in the parish. All the 
family have at one stage sung in the choir, but Victor only ceased that activity recently and with great 
reluctance. In his time in the church, Victor served on the Select Vestry, was a Glebe Warden, was  
a long-term member of the parish bowling club and the Church of Ireland Men’s Society, in addition 
to quietly living out his faith in numerous ways in church and community. He was, for example, a 
long-term and very active supporter of CMS Ireland, and in his retirement took great pleasure in 
volunteering for the local charity, Riding for the Disabled. Victor was a quiet and unassuming man 
who would never make a fuss about things, but he knew very firmly what he believed and he lived up 
to it day by day. He served his time in the Shipyard as an apprentice joiner and those wood-working 
skills were put to good use in our church and in others. His working life was productive and important 
and he was meticulous and efficient in all that he did. But his family and his faith were the other 
central aspects of his life, and his devotion to both was outstanding. A loving father, grandfather and 
great grandfather and a loyal and supportive friend, Victor will be deeply missed both by his family 
and his church community here, as well as by his many friends in the wider community. We assure 
Mary and all the family circle of our continuing prayers and support in the days to come as they adjust 
to this parting, but in the hope of the life to come.

 Pearl Beavis - Pearl Beavis died peacefully in the early hours of 9th December at the age of 94, after a 
short illness in Whiteabbey Hospital. Although mobility problems kept Pearl  from attending  church for 
many  years, she had joined the parish in the 1980s when she and her husband, John, moved to Osterley 
Park from Rathcoole. Only the youngest of her eight children moved to Carnmoney at that time, the 
others having left home on marriage or through their work commitments. John and Pearl had met in 
the army during the war years, and for a number of years, had moved between Northern Ireland and 
John’s home in England. But the majority of their married life was spent in Rathcoole or Carnmoney.  
After nearly 60 years together, Pearl was widowed 13 years ago but continued to live in her home with 
help from her loving family and carers until this final spell in hospital. She was a strong and determined 
woman who worked hard throughout her life to care for her family and took great pride in her children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. She will be 
deeply missed by them all, and our prayers will be 
with them in the days to come.

Evening Services
 A reminder that, as indicated in last month’s 
magazine, there will not be an evening service 
on New Year’s Eve, which was a fifth Sunday, but 
there will be a service of Evening Prayer at 6.30pm 
on 7th January, which will be the Vicar’s last 
evening service at Carnmoney.  Our lay reader, 
Valerie, will be taking the next Service of Evening 
Prayer on 4th February.
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Diary for January
Tuesday 2nd January  Note: There is NO Select Vestry meeting this month 
Thursday 4th January 7.30-9.30pm Fellowship Group meet in the Memorial Room
   Faith Pictures. Session 6
Sunday 7th January  1st Sunday after the Epiphany
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion and resumption of Faith Factory
  6.30pm Evening Prayer
Tuesday 9th January 8.00pm Men’s Society meet in the Memorial Room
Thursday 11th January 10.30am Resumption of Knitting B
Sunday 14th January  2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am Morning Prayer and Faith Factory
Thursday 18th - 25th January  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Thursday 18th January 8.00pm Healing Service
Sunday 21st January  3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Family Service
Tuesday 23rd January 2.30pm  Mothers’ Union opening service in church, followed by 

tea/coffee in the Church Hall
Sunday 28th January  4th Sunday after the Epiphany
Vicar’s last Sunday 9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Morning Prayer and Faith Factory
Thursday 1st February 7.30 - 9.30pm Fellowship Group meet in the Memorial Room
   Topic to be arranged
Sunday 4th February  2nd Sunday Before Lent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion and Faith Factory
  6.30pm Evening Prayer

Vicar’s Last Sunday
and Arrangements for the Vacancy

 As notified last month, I will be stepping down as Vicar of Carnmoney at the end of this month 
and my last Sunday therefore will be on 28th January. These years have included much that has been 
challenging, but also much that has brought great blessing, and walking the journey of faith with 
you all through many changes has been a great privilege. The parish and people will often be in my 
prayers in the months to come. During the Vacancy, Carol will provide her outstanding pastoral care 
in emergencies, but she is not responsible for all the ministry in the parish. Canon Ken Ruddock, as 
Diocesan Curate, will be responsible for organising cover for all services during the Vacancy, and he 
will be liaising with Carol on this. However, it is important that Carol should not be taking any more 
services than she currently does. The Rural Dean, Rev. David Lockhart of Cloughfern Parish, is 
responsible for other matters such as chairing the Select Vestries and the Easter Vestry. I know that 
many will be working hard to ensure the life of the parish continues to flourish, so please continue to 
give each one your prayerful support.

Clergy Holidays
 The Vicar’s post-Christmas break will be from 26th December 2017 - 2nd January 2018 inclusive. 
The Curate’s break will be from 2nd - 6th  and 13th - 14th January 2018 inclusive. 
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Flower Rota
7th January  .......................  The McMurray family
14th January  ...  R. Norwood & Beckinsale family
21st January  .........................  Catherine Scanlon
28th January  ................................  Anna Brandon

Flower arranger - Marie McKeen 9084 9822

Readings
Date Morning Evening
7th January Acts 19:1-7 Isaiah 42:1-9
 Mark 1:4-11 Ephesians 2:1-10
14th January 1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20) No Evening Service
 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
21st January Family Service ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
28th January Deuteronomy 18:15-20 ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
4th February Colossians 1:15-20 Genesis 2:4b-25 
 John 1:1-14 Luke 8:22-35 

Readers
Date Morning Evening
7th January Mrs P. White Mr J. Steen
14th January Mrs J. Crilly No Evening Service
21st January Family Service ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
28th January Mrs S. Earley ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
4th February Mr B. Sheppard Mr M. Carson

* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

F.W.O. Counters
7th January  ..............................  Mrs M. Robinson
14th January  ............................... Mr R. Campbell
21st January  ...................................  Mr J. Fenton
28th January  ..................................  Mr T. Prenter

Restoration Counters
7th January  ...................................... Mr J. Walker
14th January  ................... Mr & Mrs J. Terrington
21st January  ............................... Mr M. Atkinson
28th January  .............................. Mrs L. Hamilton

Elevenses
*  Pat White, Linda Smith, Barbara Macklin, 

Lorinda Hamilton.
*  Responsible for shopping and 

organising.
Georgie Gibb  Tel: 028 9083 6967



Christmas Craft Fair
 Many thanks to all who organised and helped with 
any aspect of our Christmas Craft Fair in November, 
which was again a wonderful day. The crafters were 
happy with the experience, the Mothers’ Union teas 
were greatly appreciated, Santa’s Grotto was a truly 
magical experience and the children’s craft space 
went down very well. £1,226 was raised for church 
funds, which was a magnificent sum given the very 
cold day, but the contributions of so many people 
and the happy atmosphere on the day made the whole experience very special. Some photos and a 
short video have been uploaded to the church’s Facebook page for anyone who didn’t manage to get 
along on the day. Thank you again to all involved.

Some Further ‘Thank Yous’
 Many thanks again to everyone who responded in the pre Christmas rush with great generosity to 
a variety of needs. We had a great number of wonderful gifts donated for the Family Appeal to deliver 
to Mossley Mill after our Toy Service on 10th December and we appreciate all who continue to bring 
gifts for the food bank run by Carnmoney Presbyterian Church. I know that many people regularly 
contribute to this, and it is appreciated throughout the year. In November, we received a very warm 
letter of thanks from the organisers of the Food Bank, expressing their appreciation of how much our 
parish had contributed through the year. Many local families have benefitted throughout the year, 
but before, and indeed just after, Christmas can be times of particular need. I also want to thank all 
who work hard behind the scenes to make Christmas such a very special experience at Carnmoney 
Parish Church. Many people are involved in decorating the church so beautifully each year as well as 
organising all that goes into our wonderful worship services, particularly the Family Nativity Service 
and the Carols by Candlelight Service that we all enjoy so much. The time and effort that goes into all 
this is deeply appreciated.

Pray for the Following 
Families in January

7th Jan - Adams, Adrain, Albury, 
Allen, Armstrong, Arnott, Atkinson, 
Baird (Vaddegan R), Barefield, 
Barton, Bates, Beacom.
14th Jan - Baird (H’brook C), Beasant, Beattie, Beck, 
Beckinsale, Beggs (Fairview R).
21st Jan - Baird (Ferndale R), Beggs (B’henry C), 
Bell (Church R), Bennett, Bloomfield, Bond, Boyd 
(Cherryhill L), Bradbury, Brandon, Brett.
28th Jan - Baird (Whitewell R), Beggs (Carnhill A), 
Bell (Mossley R), Boyd (Huntingdale G), Briggs, Brown 
(Ravelston R), Browne, Burgess, Burrows, Byers.
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Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 On 2nd December, the Men’s Society enjoyed their annual breakfast in the 
Church Hall, followed by a talk by members of the Lough Neagh Rescue Service. 
Those in attendance found the talk very interesting and informative.
 Also on 12th December, we attended a quiz night and listened to a storyteller, at 
the invitation of the Mothers’ Union.  A great night was enjoyed by everyone.

In a tradition dating back to 1977, the 
churchwardens re-enacted “Star Wars”
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Recycling for Restoration Fund
   This month we have rasied £17.40 for books. PLEASE NOTE, WE WILL NO LONGER 
BE RECYCLING STEEL CANS, OTHER STEEL ITEMS OR LARGE ELECTRICAL ITEMS, 
DUE A BIG REDUCTION IN PRICE. We can still recycle cables, leads and motors from 
electrical items, and all other non-magnetic metals. Scrap metal can be left at 7 
Glebecoole Park (please call Maurice or Doreen on 9084 4093 to ensure someone is at 
home before delivering items, as bags left are liable to be taken by other collectors or can draw unwanted 
attention if we are away overnight or on holidays). Please do not put any glass in bags of scrap metal. 
Please continue to leave bags of clean clothing, handbags, curtains and bedding, excluding duvets and 
pillows, at the church hall. We wish you all a merry Christmas and a happy New Year.      Maurice Atkinson

New Mission Partners
 The Select Vestry have chosen Keith and Lyn Scott as our new CMSI mission partners, on the 
return to Bangor of Rory and Denise Wilson in 2017. Here is a brief introduction.
 Keith and Lyn are serving in Northern Zambia, at St John’s Theological Seminary in Kitwe. This 
is their second term of mission in Kitwe, having served there with CMSI between 2002 and 2008. 
They returned to Ireland for their children’s education, and have been ministering in Rathkeale, Co. 
Limerick, for the past eight years.
 Keith and Lyn returned to the teaching staff at Kitwe a year ago. When they returned, they were 
greeted by the seminary rector with the words “Welcome home!”. As they stepped out of the car, the 
rector’s wife greeted them with the same words, and, to Keith and Lyn, it did feel like a home-coming 
after a long absence. Other people who had known them in the past also came to greet them, and 
they were very moved by the welcome they received.
 We look forward to hearing more about their activities in the months ahead and meeting them in 
years to come.  Gayle Hanna

January Fellowship Group 
 The group will meet on Thursday 4th January in the 
Memorial Room from 7.30-9.30pm, to complete the final 
session of “Faith Pictures”. Even if you have not attended 
previous sessions of this short course, each one can 
stand alone, and all are welcome to come to explore the 
ways in which we understand and can share our faith. 

Knitting B 
 The knitting B enjoyed a good first term! Weather permitting, we will restart in the Memorial Room 
at 10.30am on Thursday 11th January.  If you haven’t been along yet, do come along and try.  We knit 
and crochet everything from dish cloths to intricate heel turns on a pair of socks!  Whatever your 
passion - knitting, crochet, sewing – bring it along,  share the knowledge, enjoy the chat and the 
morning cuppa. Look forward to seeing you there.

Select Vestry
 Please note that, as agreed by the Vestry previously, there will be NO Select Vestry meeting in 
January. Any urgent business could be dealt with if required by a short meeting after church. 

Mothers’ Union - Start of Year Service
 This will be held at 2.30pm on Tuesday 23rd January.
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Tales at Sea and Other Stories
Chapter 1  -  The Trip of a Lifetime

 On 19th November, Julie and I embarked on 
the Queen Mary 2 to sail across the Atlantic Ocean 
to New York.  This has been a lifetime dream for 
me.  A dream engendered by the fact that I was 
taking the same route which my grandfather took 
in January 1916, when he captained the Cunard 
Vessel, Caronia, into New York. 
 I cannot begin to express my feelings when 
I drove alongside the majestic Mary in a taxi.  
Blinded by tears I gave up our luggage to the crew 
and proceeded into the embarkation hall.  As 
though we were Royalty, when the staff spotted 
Julie and I, we were ushered into a priority queue 
and were aboard in no time.  I was awestruck, no 
other word for it. The opulence of the furnishings, 
carpets, murals. The brass and glass art deco 
lifts. It was like entering another world. We found 
our way to our cabin and were delighted, if not a 
little surprised, to find a half bottle of something 
bubbly in an ice bucket on our coffee table, with 
a note attached, ‘With the compliments of the 
Captain and the management of Cunard Line for 
your enjoyment within your stateroom. Welcome 
Aboard and Bon voyage.’ That was the beginning 
of an adventure which will last me for the rest of 
my life. 
 It was around 14:30hrs and the ship was due 
to sail around 17:00hrs. After unpacking the copious “posh frocks” etc, we joined the rest of the 
ship for a practice safety drill in the case of an emergency.  With life jackets tucked under our arms, 
we proceeded to our delegated spot to listen to the instructions. After a thorough grounding in 
emergency procedures, we adjourned to our cabins for a “rest” before setting off on an exploratory 
tour to get our bearings. Our first evening was “informal” dining at 20:30hrs, but before that, we had 
a Champagne departure party on deck 11 to attend.  We were well wrapped up as the Southampton 
air held the promise of the snow to follow there in the week to come.   I will never forget Julie’s face 
as we emerged onto the deck to be greeted by a light show which illuminated the prow of the ship, 
the outdoor pool and whirl pool, the rails and low level lighting on the deck itself. Waiters in white 
jackets were zipping around with silver trays containing two or more tall glasses of bubbly.  No, it 
wasn’t complementary, as I found out to my horror when presented with the “tab” for two half glasses 
of fizz, with a prominent space beneath marked “gratuity”!  Never mind, I said to myself, it’s a once-in-
a-lifetime trip. I was to repeat that sentence to myself quite often in the coming twelve days!  Having 
said that, I don’t regret “a cent” of it, and I came home with $40!
 The ship nosed out of the harbour into the black beyond, and as the lights began to fade, we went 
down to our cabin to get titivated up for the night ahead. We were of course a little anxious as we 
crossed the magnificent foyer and made our way towards the Britannia restaurant. Tonight was an 
informal dining night, which meant “jacket and tie for the gentlemen and cocktail dress or smart two 
piece trouser suit for the ladies”.  That sounded pretty formal to me!  The Maitre D greeted us at the 
entrance to the restaurant; we gave our table number and were escorted by a white suited waiter to 
our table. Our wine waiter was waiting for us “would we like to look at the wine list?”  Being early (yes 
I know a minor miracle for me), we were the first to arrive at our table which seated eight. Having been 

Carol and Julie all set for the Big Apple!



Church Girls’ Brigade
 November was a busy month for 
the Church Girls’ Brigade. Several 
members attended the ‘Friendship 
Four’ Ice Hockey Competition and 
then went for tea to McDonald’s. The 
Senior girls spent a Brigade night at 
the Blytheswood Care Centre in 
Ballyclare, sorting Shoe Boxes that 
are destined for Romania. The same 
night, saw the Martins and Y Team 
being inspected by the Battalion 
Commanding Officer, Michael 
Warnock.
 Into December, and we had a visit 
from the Brigade’s popular Development Officer, Victoria Jackson. Our final night before Christmas 
was spent at the Sportsbowl for ten pin bowling, followed by another visit to McDonald’s.
 Happy Christmas and a happy New Year to you all, and we look forward to meeting up again in 
January.

Annual Charity Giving
 During each Christmas season, the Select Vestry agree a sum of money to be distributed to 
charity. These donations are published in the Year End accounts, and we are now pleased to also note 
them in the Review.
 The donations for 2017 are:- The Simon Community £500, Church Lads & Church Girls Brigade in NI 
£500, The Bishops’ Appeal £500 and Mercy Ships UK £500.

Charity Commission for NI Account Requirements
 All organisations/groups in the Church who collect money from their members must, under the 
Charity Commission regulations, produce Year End Income & Expenditure Accounts. Please provide 
accounts covering the year 01/01/17 to 31/12/17 to the Treasurer by end of January. Please contact 
Joyce Lardie if you have any queries.
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tipped off by some people we had met at the champagne departure party (excuse me!), we requested 
to be changed to 6.30 dining. This meant that we would be in good time to catch the first performance 
at the grand Theatre Royal (more of that to come).  Our first evening dinner companions were a couple 
from Dorset - Colin and Sharon.  Colin, apparently a farmer, and Sharon, a social worker.  Colin was 
already in party mode ... Sharon a little bit quieter.  It was just the four of us on that first evening, and 
as we were changing to the 6.30, slot we never saw that couple again.  We did spend a few fun hours, 
chatting about life and what it throws up and why!  Light conversation?  The meal was good, to say 
the least. Three small but delicious courses, three or four choices per course. I chose an avocado and 
crab starter, sea bass in lemon cream sauce and a trio of ice-cream with amaretto biscuit. Coffee and 
petit fours finished off a lovely culinary experience.  And only six more nights to go! By the time we 
had finished our meal, it was around 22:30hrs, and being a little exhausted from all that leisure time 
and fun, we thought it wise to have an early night. And so to bed. That is, until you reached your cabin 
and the daily programme for the next day was there for bedtime reading plus a British news bulletin 
pamphlet, the headline of which read “Gerry Adams plans to retire in 2019”! You just can’t escape 
can you?  The bed was so comfortable, the white crisp linen bedding, fluffy duvet and pillows, and the 
gentle rocking motion of the ship .... the best night’s sleep ever. Yes, we intended to be up at seven; 
no, we didn’t make breakfast until about 10!  Well it was a holiday.....
 (Carol will continue her Tales at Sea and Other Stories in the coming months)
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