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Rich Towards God
 In last month’s Carnmoney Review, we were celebrating with 
thanksgiving the 100th birthday of Stella McMillan. Carol even wrote 
here about what a tremendous example Stella was of ‘Faith in Action’, 
the theme for the year of the Mothers’ Union. This month, of course, 
we know that just three weeks to the day after that joyful birthday 
celebration, Stella passed peacefully into God’s kingdom. You could 
say that she was born anew into the eternal life that she prepared for 
throughout her hundred years of this earthly life. In his parable of the rich fool in Luke chapter 12, 
Jesus warns someone who is rich in this world’s goods of the need to be instead ‘rich towards God’ 
as none of us knows when this life will end and eternity begin for us. Stella was certainly someone 
whose life was ‘rich towards God’. First of all, of course, in the depth of her relationship with God, but 
also in how that relationship worked out in her daily life. Her faith was not just the bedrock of her life, 
it was practised day and daily in her love and care for others, and that is precisely what Jesus means 
when he tells us to become ‘rich towards God’ above all other things in life. 
 This month, of course, marks the start of Lent, the season traditionally known for taking stock of 
our relationship with God and taking time to deepen our faith and strengthen our commitment to 
the service of God’s kingdom. That is really what those Lenten disciplines of prayer and bible study 
and almsgiving are all about. They are intended to help us re-engage with the nature of our faith 
and put God more intentionally at the centre of our lives. ‘Giving something up for Lent’ was simply 
intended to be an outward mark of that more inward connection to the things of God. That self 
discipline was never supposed to be an end in itself, and if it became that, it defeated the purpose of 
drawing us closer to God.
 That’s why I was struck by some topics for Lent from the Church’s Ministry of Healing which 
focussed on giving up, not physical things like sweets or biscuits or chocolate, but the more inward 
attitudes of heart and mind that can warp our relationship with God. The attitudes to be given up 
in this scheme were things like bitterness or anger or hatred or worry. I have picked a few of these 
things to explore together in a sermon series for some of the Sundays in Lent and you can read 
about these on page 8. That will be one way this Lent in which we can all be challenged to reflect 
on how well our inner lives are being moulded by the values of God’s kingdom. We will also have 
challenges in our Gift Day this Lent to think about how we can give more generously to God’s work 
and in our Lent course to go deeper into the implications of faith for our daily living. All that is just 
within our own parish. We also have the opportunity again this Lent to hear some reflection from our 
Bishop in his Lenten talks on how we can meet the challenge of faith in today’s world. 
 Lent, Holy Week and Easter marks probably the most intense period of the church’s year and it 
can certainly be a very busy time for parish clergy. But that intensity is the point of this season. It 
is meant to challenge us to make faith more real in every aspect of our lives, not just take on some 
extra self discipline in denying ourselves a few treats here and there. Lent is an encouragement to 
us all to become ‘rich towards God’ in the ways that will last for eternity. The examples of all those 

who have gone before us in faith can help us see 
more clearly what that can mean. May we be 
blessed this Lent as we go further together in 
that journey of faith. 
 Every blessing,

4

Elevenses
*  Victoria McFarland, Margaret Fitzsimmons, 

Rosemary Walsh, Jayne Gray.
*  Responsible for shopping and 

organising.
Georgie Gibb  Tel: 028 9083 6967
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Parish Register
Christian Burial

‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life’  says the Lord

 30th January James Swann, Carnalea Nursing Home (formerly of Carnhill Avenue)

 17th February Stella McMillan, Ashwood House Nursing Home

In Memoriam
 James (Jim) Swann - Our former parishioner Jim Swann passed away suddenly at the respectable 
age of 95 towards the end of January. Jim had been living, for the last few years, in Carnalea Nursing 
Home to be nearer his son William when he became too frail to remain at home alone in Carnhill 
Avenue. But the clergy and a member of the pastoral care team continued to visit him in Carnalea, and 
it was entirely appropriate that his funeral should be held in Carnmoney Parish Church. Jim and his late 
wife Winnie had a long association with Carnmoney, and Jim, in his long retirement, had been a caring 
and active member of our church community for many years. Both Jim and Winnie hailed originally 
from the Shankill, and Jim’s early life was marked with tragedy in the deaths of Jim’s sister in infancy, 
and his father when Jim was only 9. Even at that early age, he rose to the challenge of being the ‘man 
of the house’ for his mother and two younger brothers. The majority of Jim’s working life was with 
the RUC, which he joined in 1946, and he and Winnie were married in 1949. Two sons, William and Jim, 
were born to them in the 1950s, and after a variety of rural postings in the early years, they returned 
to Belfast in the mid 1950s. He flourished in his career, despite the difficult times of the Troubles, and 
was an exemplary and respected officer. But he was also a man of great courtesy and kindness, and 
church and family were the other two central pillars of his life, and his sons, daughters-in-law, and four 
grandchildren were a constant source of joy and pride to him. Rooted in the practices of the Church of 
Ireland from childhood, and with a deep faith that kept him grounded through such painful times as the 
loss of his beloved Winnie in 1987, Jim was, in the words of his sons, “an honourable, caring, good and 
decent man... who never knowingly did anyone a bad turn and (who) was always eager to help others.” 
He will be much missed, and we offer our continuing prayers to his family at this sad time.  

 Stella McMillan - Our parish lost another remarkable long-term parishioner on St Valentine’s Day, 
when Stella McMillan slipped gently into God’s kingdom three weeks after her 100th birthday.  Stella 
was rooted in Glengormley and Carnmoney throughout those 100 years. Born on the Carnmoney 
Road, and living for many decades with her beloved husband Jim in Church Road, Stella was known 
throughout both church and community. She worked for some 60 years in McMillan’s shop and 
generations of children remember with great fondness getting their sweeties there. But she was also 
a leading light of our Sunday School for over 40 years, a Guide leader in the parish, a founder member 
of the intercessory prayer group, and the host of a long-running Bible study group. Stella’s influence 
cannot be calculated and her kindness and caring nature were legendary. She knew many blessings 
in her life, in a wonderful marriage, loving friends and family, and work that brought her to the centre 
of this community. But Stella also brought blessing to many others, in acts of care and kindness to 
friends and neighbours and in the devoted service she gave to this parish. Even in her last few years 
in Ashwood House Nursing Home, Stella was always looking out for others, and she was a wonderful 
example of being content in all circumstances. Her faith in God’s care never faltered, even though she 
knew her share of life’s sorrows, particularly in the loss of her husband, Jim, nearly 20 years ago. Stella 
was truly a ‘star’, who shone throughout her long life with the love and grace of God. She will be truly 
missed, and our prayers will be with her family and friends at this time of loss.  

Easter Vestry - Advance Notice
 The Select Vestry have agreed the date of the Easter Vestry as Tuesday 2nd May. This is our 
opportunity to reflect together on our parish life and prepare for the next year of worship and 
mission. Please keep this date free.
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Diary for March
Ash Wednesday 1st  March 7.00pm Holy Communion for the beginning of Lent.
Thursday 2nd  March 10.30am-12.30pm ‘Art for fun’ in the Church Hall
  7.30-9.30pm Film - ‘The Theory of Everything’ in the Memorial Room
Friday 3rd March  Women’s World Day of Prayer
  10.30am Morning Service - Glengormley Methodist Church
  8.00pm Evening Service - Carnmoney Presbyterian Church
   Speaker: Mrs Marjorie Savage 
Sunday 5th March  1st Sunday in Lent ‘Gift Day’
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion & Faith Factory
    Lent Sermon Series ‘What should I give up for Lent?’               

1. ‘Give up worry – trust in God’
  6.30pm Evening Prayer
Tuesday 7th  March 7.45pm Select Vestry
Thursday 9th March 10.30am-12.30pm ‘Art for fun’ in the Church Hall
  7.30-9pm  Memorial Room. Lent Course: ‘The Mystery of 

Everything. Session 1: The experience of wonder’
Sunday 12th March  2nd Sunday in Lent
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am  Morning Prayer and Faith Factory
    Lent Sermon Series ‘What should I give up for Lent?’               

2: ‘Give up complaining – focus on gratitude’
Tuesday 14th March 7.00pm CoI Men’s Society trip to Carrickfergus Gas Works
Thursday 16th March 10.30am-12.30pm ‘Art for fun’ in the Church Hall
  7.30-9pm  Memorial Room. Lent Course: ‘The Mystery of 

Everything. Session 2: ‘The enigma of weakness’.
    There is NO Healing Service this month due to the Lent Course
Sunday 19th March  3rd Sunday in Lent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Family Service
Tuesday 21st  March 7.30pm Bishop’s Lenten Talk. Bushmills Parish Centre
Thursday 23rd March 10.30am-12.30pm ‘Art for fun’ in the Church Hall 
  7.30-9pm  Memorial Room. Lent Course: ‘The Mystery of 

Everything. Session 3: ‘The complexity of relationships.’
Sunday 26th March  4th Sunday in Lent ‘Mothering Sunday’
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Morning Prayer & Faith Factory
    Lent Sermon Series ‘What should I give up for Lent?’               

3: ‘Give up discouragement – focus on hope’
Monday 27th March 7.30pm Bowling Club AGM in the Memorial Room
Tuesday 28th March 7.30pm Memorial Room. Mothers’ Union ‘Anne Gamble’s Gold’ 
Wednesday 29th March 7.30pm Bishop’s Lenten Talk - Lisburn Cathedral 
Thursday 30th March 10.30am-12.30pm ‘Art for fun’ in the Church Hall
  7.30-9pm  Memorial Room. Lent Course: ‘The Mystery of 

Everything. Session 4: ‘The encounter with frailty’
Sunday 2nd April  5th Sunday in Lent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion & Faith Factory
    Lent Sermon Series ‘What should I give up for Lent?’              

4: ‘Give up bitterness – Turn to forgiveness’
  6.30pm Evening Prayer
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Readings
Date Morning Evening

5th March Romans 5:12-19 Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 16-25
 Matthew 6:25-34 Luke 15:1-10

12th March Genesis 12:1-4a No Evening Service
 Philippians 2:14-16

19th March Family Service No Evening Service

26th March Isaiah 40:27-31 No Evening Service
 2 Corinthians 1:3-7

2nd April Ephesians 4:26-32 Lamentations 3:19-33
 John 11:1-45 Matthew 20:17-34

Readers
Date Morning Evening
5th March Mrs P. White Mr J. Steen
12th March Mrs J. Lardie No Evening Service
19th March Family Service ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
26th March Mrs S. Earley ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
2nd April Mrs A. Brandon Mrs B. Macklin 

* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

Flower Rota
5th March  ..................................... Mrs E. Roberts
12th March  ........................... The Williams family
19th March  ............................................................ 
26th March  .................................  Mrs J. Bradbury

Flower arranger - Anne Campbell: 9084 3505

F.W.O. Counters
5th March  .................................. Mrs J. Fitzgerald
12th March  ...............................  Mrs M. Robinson
19th March  .................................. Mr R. Campbell
26th March  ..................................  Mr J. Magowan

Restoration Counters
5th March  ...........................  Mr & Mrs H. Douglas
12th March  ................................. Mrs L. Hamilton
19th March  .................................  Mrs E. Roulston
26th March  ......................................... Mrs M. Hall
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Lent, Holy Week and Easter 2017
 Ash Wednesday this year falls on 1st March and will be marked with 
our usual service of Holy Communion for the start of Lent at 7pm.
 Lent Gift Day, Sunday 5th March - The first Sunday in Lent is a very 
appropriate day for another Gift Day for the work and ministry of our 
church. The last Gift Day we held was in January 2014, and since we 
currently do not have a dedicated fundraising group, we do need to find 
other ways to highlight the continuing financial needs of the church. Almsgiving (or charitable giving 
as we would call it today), has always been one of the traditional Lenten disciplines so a focus for 
that first Sunday on some sacrificial further giving for God’s work is a good way to enter the season 
of Lent. Special Gift Day envelopes are included in this edition of the Carnmoney Review. Please 
consider carefully any additional donation you may be able to make on that day. 
 Parish Lent course - This will run for five Thursdays in Lent, starting properly on Thursday 9th 
March. The course we will be following this year, draws on themes from the film ‘The Theory of 
Everything’, which tells the story of the early life of Stephen Hawking and his marriage to his first wife 
Jane, based on her own account of that time. So as an introduction to the course, we will also show 
the DVD of this film in the Memorial Room on Thursday 2nd March beginning at 7.30pm. The film 
lasts just under two hours and is a fascinating and absorbing story in its own right. This will be in place 
of the March Fellowship group and everyone, especially those hoping to attend the Lent course, will 
be very welcome to come along. 
 The themes explored in the Lent course over five weeks under the title ‘The Mystery of Everything’ 
will be as follows:
9th March The experience of wonder
16th March The enigma of weakness
23rd March The complexity of relationships
30th March The encounter with frailty
6th April The hope beyond brokenness

 These challenging themes are dealt with by the author of the course, Hilary Brand, in a very 
refreshing and interesting way. I am sure this will be an encouragement to all of us to deepen and re-
invigorate our faith. Each evening will begin at 7.30pm in the Memorial Room. As a taster, do come to 
watch the film on Thursday 2nd March and make a decision from there. 
 Sermon Series for Lent - We will also run a short sermon series for four of the Sundays in Lent, 
excluding the Family Service and Palm Sunday, which have their own themes. The theme for our Lent 
series will be  ‘What should I give up for Lent?’ However, instead of focussing on the more traditional 
physical items to ‘give up for Lent’ this will look at some of the emotional or spiritual attitudes that 
could be worth abandoning (and not just in Lent) as hindrances to our growth in faith.
 The topics covered will be:
5th March Give up worry – trust in God. Reading: Matthew 6:25-34. 
12th March Give up complaining – Focus on Gratitude. Reading: Philippians 2:14-16. 
26th March Give up discouragement – Focus on Hope. Reading: Isaiah 40:27-31.
2nd April Give up bitterness – Turn to Forgiveness. Reading: Ephesians  4:26-32.

 Bishop’s Lenten talks - As he has done in previous years, our Bishop will also be giving Lenten 
talks in three centres in the Diocese, although this year there will be only one set of talks. The theme 
for this year is ‘Stewards of Creation’ and the dates and venues are as follows. Please note this is 
revised from the information in the February magazine. 
Tuesday 21st March, Bushmills Parish Centre 
Wednesday 29th March, Lisburn Cathedral 
Monday 3rd April, Jordanstown Parish Centre
 Each evening begins at 7.30pm and all are welcome but for catering purposes, booking is 
recommended. To book your place, please contact the Bishop’s Secretary, Mrs Rosemary Patterson 
on 028 9082 8870.
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 Sunday 26th March, Mothering Sunday - British Summer Time begins.  Don’t forget to put your 
clocks forward one hour.
 Palm Sunday - Palm Sunday falls on 9th April this year, with Easter Day on the 16th.  Please note: 
to allow for a service of Holy Communion on Easter Sunday, the April Family Service will be on Palm 
Sunday and followed by the Bread and Cheese Lunch in aid of the CMS Ireland Lent Project.
 Holy Week, Monday 10th to Friday 14th April - Our speaker this year for Holy Week will be the 
Rev. Paul Redfern, retired Rector of Kilbride Parish. Paul and his wife Betty have been worshipping with 
us since his retirement, when he is not called upon to cover a service elsewhere. He will be speaking 
through Holy Week on aspects of the theme of ‘Sacrifice’ building to the sacrificial death of Jesus on 
the cross on Good Friday.  Each evening service will begin at 7.30pm and full details will be in the April 
edition of the Carnmoney Review, together with the services for Easter Day.

Prayers at Noon
 As the first Wednesday in the month this year coincides with Ash Wednesday and there will be an evening 
service for the start of Lent, we will not recommence out noon day prayers this month. It is probable that as 
fewer people are currently able to attend this group, it will remain in abeyance until further notice.

Women’s World Day of Prayer, Friday 3rd March 
 There are, as always, two opportunities to participate in local services to mark this day. The 
morning service will be held in Glengormley Methodist Church at 10.30am, with the evening service 
held in Carnmoney Presbyterian Church at 8.00pm. The speaker at the evening service this year will 
be Mrs Marjorie Savage, and refreshments will be served after the service.

Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 The St Valentine’s Night Dinner at the Templeton Hotel was again a great 
success. It was great to see such a good turnout, and especially so many visitors 
to what is a very popular annual event. The Templeton again produced a very 
good meal and the evening ended with a very vocal version of the quiz game 
Pointless. Being St Valentine’s Night, the Men’s Society, being the romantics we 
are, presented each of the ladies with a red rose.
 Our next meeting on Tuesday 14th March is a visit to Carrickfergus Gas Works, where you can see 
how the gas was produced locally for so many years. Probably one of the most interesting parts of 
the visit will be seeing and hearing about the history of domestic gas and appliances such as stoves, 
lighting etc. A great walk down memory lane, which will have many ‘I remember that’ or ‘we had one of 
those’ comments. We know so many will want to join us for this popular visit, and so we are inviting all 
friends and family to come and join us. Please note that a list will be left at the back of the Church for 
the names of those who wish to come along and we will meet at the Church Hall at 7.00pm. There 
will be a small charge on the night.  Trevor Gibb, Hon. Secretary

Art For Fun Class
Thursday 10.30 in the Church Hall

 Yes our Art for Fun Class is continuing - due to 
the fact that we have a brilliant teacher, and thanks 
go to you John for your help and encouragement.   
 It really is fun and it’s a place for absolute 
beginners too, so if you want to enjoy a few hours 
of chat and good craic, a cup of tea, and at the end 
of the morning a picture with your name on it, this 
is the place to be! If you need to be collected, just 
ring 07939 425957, and we will sort that out for 
you.  I look forward to seeing you there.   Rev. Carol
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Recycling for Restoration Fund
 This month we raised £80 from clothes, £22 from scrap metal and £5 from books. 
Ensure clean clothing, including shoes (in pairs), hats, belts, handbags, bed linen and 
curtains (no duvets, pillows or cushions) are left in the church hall, and please do not put 
any other items, such as ornaments or books, in clothing bags. Scrap metal, including 
aluminium and steel cans (preferably in separate bags), electrical items, including leads, 
cables and any items with wiring attached, such as phones and chargers, can be left at 7 Glebecoole 
Park (please call Maurice or Doreen on 9084 4093 to ensure someone is at home before delivering 
items as bags left are liable to be taken by other collectors or draw unwanted attention if we are 
away at night. Also, please do not put any glass in bags of scrap metal.       Maurice Atkinson

Bowling Club
 The Bowling Club AGM will take place following the Triples Competition on Monday 
27th March at 7.30pm. John Fenton

Carnmoney Parish Church Choir
 The Church choir will be joining Immanuel Parish Ardoyne choir for our annual visit on Sunday 19th 
March 2017 at 10:00am.
 At the time of writing, no time has been arranged for their return to us later in the year. We hope to 
arrange a date on our visit to them.  Maurice Carson

Church Girls’ Brigade
 The Church Girls’ Brigade entered two teams in the Brigade’s hockey competition in the Under 13 
and Under 10 groups. The Under 13 girls finished in second place after beating teams from Seagoe 
and Dunmurry but losing to Dobbin. The Under 10s are building for the future.

Well done to the Carnmoney Girls Hockey teams. 
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Pray for the Following Families in March
5th Mar. - Dixon, Donald, Dougherty, Douglas, Fenton, Ferguson, Finlay, Finnegan, 
Fitzgerald, Fitzsimmons, Ford, Forsythe, Galbraith (Queens G).
12th Mar. - Galbraith (Queens A), Gallagher, Gamble, Gault (Dalewood), Gibb, 
Gibson, Gifford (Wynnland), Gillespie (C’fergus).
19th Mar. - Gault (Antrim R), Gifford (Carwood A), Gillespie (St Brigid’s F), Gilmour.
26th Mar. - Gonzalez-Fernandez, Gorman, Gourley, Gracey (Glebe R), Graham, 
Grainger, Gray (Carolhill P), Green, Gregg, Hall.

2 ............ 248
10 .............. 265
13 .......... 56
15 .......... 406
17 .......... 60
18 .......... 97
20 .......... 260
21 .............. 265
22 .......... 40
25 .......... 30
28 .......... 25
37 .......... 91
39 .......... 255
44 .......... 172
46 .......... 265
47 .......... 370

50 .......... 104
52 .......... 115
53 .......... 45
54 .......... 104
56 .......... 90
58 .......... 5
59 .......... 60
61 .......... 5
66 .......... 147
68 .......... 115
70 .......... 83
76 .......... 8
80 .......... 170
81 .......... 75
82 .......... 39
84 .......... 47

87 .......... 173
90 .......... 130
94 .......... 101
99 .......... 26
104 ........ 55
110 ........ 221
111 ........ 52
116 ........ 82
117 ........ 27
118 ........ 10
119 ........ 102
121 ........ 140
123 ........ 18
125 ........ 500
131 ........ 14
133 ........ 82

134 ........ 115
140 ........ 18
145 ........ 94
147 ........ 300
150 ........ 119
156 ........ 260
157 ........ 314
158 ........ 45
159 ........ 185
161 ........ 50
162 ........ 510
165 ........ 1
166 ........ 45
168 ........ 235
174 ........ 130
175 ........ 90

177 ........ 110
182 ........ 285
184 ........ 59
187 ........ 245

188 ........ 40
189 ........ 124
192 ........ 50
195 ........ 45
198 ........ 100
200 ........ 225
201 ........ 96
205 ........ 20
206 ........ 530
207 ........ 255
210 ........ 122

214 ........ 200
220 ........ 130
224 ........ 108
233 ........ 159
236 ........ 104
239 ........ 180
241 ........ 148
244 ........ 90
245 ........ 12
248 ........ 460
265 ........ 250
282 ........ 23
287 ........ 170
292 ........ 65
297 ........ 513
??? ......... 5

No. £ No. £ No. £ No. £ No. £ No. £

Carnmoney Parish Church Restoration Fund 2016
Below is a summary of the contributions for the 12 months up to 31st December 2016

The total amount received was £13,282 and we thank all who contributed for their continuing support.

Favourite Names for your Dog and Cat
 When Crufts opens this month, it will be attended by thousands of dogs with very long, posh names.  
But back home, it seems we now prefer baby names to the more traditional names for our pets.
 Thus, if you have a dog, you are more likely to call it Ben or Poppy, rather than Prince or Blackie.  And 
if you have a cat, you are more likely to favour Bob or Bella, rather than Smudge or Mittens. You can’t 
go wrong with Charlie, Poppy and Sam - they now appear in the top ten names for both dogs and cats.   
 Meanwhile, Jeremy Corbyn admits he has not given his cat any name at all. Instead, he greets it 
each day with a simple ‘ Buenos dias, El Gato’. (El Gato is Spanish for ‘The Cat’.) The cat’s views on this 
are not known!  :-)

Do you text and walk at the same time?
 Is it polite to plod along a crowded pavement, texting?  Is it acceptable to cross the road while 
typing an email?  Should you talk on your phone in a crowded train?  What about reading your emails 
while on a business call?
 Whatever your views, smartphone etiquette is rapidly evolving.  And don’t be too fast to cast the 
first stone! Apparently nearly two thirds of us admit to texting or typing while we walk along in a public 
place. Nearly half of us also talk on our smartphone on a train, or in another confined space. And more 
than half of us have emailed or texted someone in capital letters - the digital equivalent of shouting, 
or using green ink. But these new habits bring new hazards. People trip over rough surfaces, or stroll 
out in front of traffic. A spokesman for the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents warns:  
“People should take care not to be dangerously distracted.”
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