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Dear Parishioners,
 Although we are well past Easter day now, we are still in the liturgical 
season of Easter. We still use the Easter greeting at our service of Holy 
Communion II,  ‘Christ is risen!  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!’  The 
liturgy reminding us that we are serving a living Lord, a Lord who is “with 
you always even onto the end of the age” (Matthew 28).  A Lord who is 
constantly interceding for us at the right hand of the Father (Romans 
8:34).  A Lord who is drawing us ever onwards, pointing us  forward into 
the future, to His coming again.  We often say it’s a good thing we don’t know what’s ahead of us, or 
what’s around the corner!  And it’s true in some respects.  Recently, there was a fair in Carrickfergus,  
maybe some of you paid it a visit.  It wasn’t the usual fair but a more sophisticated affair with, amongst 
other scary looking amusements, a splendid big wheel. I saw it every day on my way out of Carrick (in 
fact I thought it was a bit distracting from the road and am surprised there weren’t accidents at that 
roundabout!), and in the evening it would be lit up and I could see it from my front door.  I longed really 
to have the nerve to go on it.  I am sure it was safe enough because there are such stringent safety 
rules nowadays for everything.  One of the rides actually tipped people right upside down, and you 
could see the young girls’ hair waving in the wind (upside down about 100 feet above the ground).  
Anyway, the “Giant” big wheel was 144ft high!  It wasn’t like the “olden” days when you were swinging 
in a little bucket seat for two; you were seated in a sort of swinging bird cage.  Now that sounds as 
though I went, but I didn’t.  Perhaps if I had had a little encouragement!  A friend took his young son 
on it - Euan is four in July.  He wasn’t a bit scared - oh to have the heart of a lion.  The reason I wanted 
to go is for the view - how far would I be able to see and what would I be able to see?  I am sure it 
was wonderful.  On a clear day I could probably have seen right over the Mourne mountains in one 
direction and the Isle of Man in the other, further maybe.  At night, I am sure it was a silent cacophony 
of twinkling lights.  Yes, silent far above the noise of the fair, far above the noise of the traffic; a quick 
glimpse into the future?  Reminding us of being in the world but not of it!
 Isn’t that where we have to be “in the world, but not of it”? Living in the world without being 
overpowered by the machinations, the plotting and scheming, the noise and the confusion of it all.  
At the same time, we are not called to be “so heavenly minded that we are no earthly use”.  Yes, it 
sounds like a circus high-wire act – and it is a narrow path, but one which the Lord Jesus trod with 
confidence.  Confidence gained from His absolute trust in the Father.  Confidence gained from His all 
encompassing desire to do the Father’s will, to serve Him and to Glorify His name.  How fortunate are 
we that He has left His footprints for us to follow, leading us to a place of safety.  How fortunate for us 
that He sent the Holy Spirit to guide and comfort us.  How wonderful, that trusting in His promises, 
we can see our way past the dark clouds, through the rainbow and into the Promised Land!
 May the Holy Spirit open your eyes this Pentecost to know God more clearly, follow Him more 
nearly and love Him more dearly, day by day.
      With love in Christ
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Knitting B
Thursdays 10.30-12noon in the Memorial Room

 Thanks go to Janet, Maureen Robinson’s 
daughter, for getting the Curate back on track 
with the crochet!
 Congratulations to you, Carol, on producing a 
lovely crochet blanket (even if I do say 
so myself). Interested in learning to 
crochet? If I can do it anyone can, 
and of course, there’s good chat 
and a cup of tea too.
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Parish Register
Holy Baptism

‘ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit ’
 8th April Zachary-Leon Karl Acton, Dunnaney Avenue, Newtownabbey

Holy Matrimony
‘ Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder ‘

 20th April Laura McCune and Kevin Anthony Emmett, Inver, Larne

Christian Burial
‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ‘ says the Lord

 21st April William James Graham, Dromore

In Memoriam
 William James Graham (Billy) - Billy Graham, loving husband of Anne, loving father of the late 
Marion, also of Will, Thomas and Joss, grandfather and great grandfather, after a courageous battle 
with MS, died peacefully at his home in Dromore  on Thursday 19th April 2018.  A service of thanksgiving 
for his life was held in Carnmoney Parish Church on Saturday 21st April 2018. The service was 
conducted by Curate Carol, and the interment in Carnmoney Cemetery East was taken by his friend 
Revd Ian Hart. Although Billy had lived in Dromore for many years, he was still a staunch supporter of 
fundraising events and the Men’s Society in the Parish. Billy was born and raised in Glengormley, and 
during his life, was a committed member of the Parish, singing in the choir, a member of the vestry and 
a churchwarden.  He was also involved in the Church Lads’ Brigade and would organise the showing of 
films for the young people in the old Church Hall (such as Tarzan, King Kong, the Marx Brothers) - using 
an 18mm projector and reels which the family still cherish. He married Lilly in 1951, and they were 
blessed with four children - sadly their daughter Marion died in 2003; a great sadness and loss to the 
whole family circle. Music was very important in Billy’s life, and for many years he was the drummer in 
the well-known Bob Dixon Big Band, and apart from singing in the church choir, he was also a member 
of a barber-shop quartet and was in demand for singing at weddings. The family also recalled many 
happy and fun times growing up - stories of caravanning and camping holidays. Billy, latterly married 
to Anne and living in Dromore, also loved to travel, and they enjoyed many cruises together in the 
Mediterranean, the Caribbean and Alaska. Billy never let his frailty stop him, and just lately, he was 
talking about getting a camper van so that he and Anne could easily visit the family in England. Billy had 
been near to death on several occasions in recent years but always recovered and wondered what all 
the fuss was about! This gained him the nickname, “The Comeback Kid”.  Billy will be much missed by 
his family and his friends, and we commend them all to your prayers.

Fellowship Group
3rd May - 7.30pm in the Memorial Room

 The topic for discussion - issues of faith - arising from our watching of “The Shack”.  If you didn’t 
manage to see the film, you can come along anyway; there are always so many questions around our 
belief.  Then of course there’s the cup of tea afterwards.  Anyone wanting to see the film before then 
please contact Curate Carol.

May Healing Service
 Our normal mid-week Healing Service will be on Thursday 17th May at 8pm. Intercessors meet at 
7.30pm in church.
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Diary for May
Tuesday 1st May 7.30pm Select Vestry - Note the earlier start time
Thursday 3rd May 10.30am Knitting B in the Memorial Room
Sunday 6th May  6th Sunday in Easter - Rogation Sunday
  9.30am Holy Communion - Canon K. Ruddock
  11.00am Parish Communion & Faith Factory - Canon K. Ruddock
  6.30pm No evening services during vacancy
Tuesday 8th May 8.00pm Memorial Room - Men’s Society
Thursday 10th May 10.30am Knitting B in the Memorial Room
Sunday 13th May  7th Sunday in Easter
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am Morning Prayer & Faith Factory
Thursday 17th May 9-12 noon Memorial Room - Carnmoney 24/7 Prayer
  10.30am-12 noon Memorial Room - Knitting B
   8.00pm Healing Service
Sunday 20th May  Day of Pentecost - Whit Sunday
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Family Service - tea in Church Hall following service
  6.30pm  St Patrick’s Jordanstown,  joint rural deanery Pentecost  

Service
Tuesday 22nd May 7.30pm Memorial Room - Mothers’ Union
Thursday 24th May 10.30am Knitting B in the Memorial Room
Sunday 27th May  Trinity Sunday
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Morning Prayer & Faith Factory
Sunday 3rd June  1st Sunday after Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion - Canon K. Ruddock
  11.00am Parish Communion & Faith Factory - Canon K. Ruddock
  6.30pm No evening services during vacancy

North Belfast Rural Deanery Week of 24/7 Prayer
 It has been agreed in our rural deanery that we would work together to do a week of 24/7 prayer.  
This week of prayer, (Monday 14th May, 12 midnight to Saturday 19th, 12 midnight) will be followed 
on Pentecost Sunday 20th May, with a service at St Patrick’s, Jordanstown, at 6.30pm.  It is envisaged 
that each of the members of the deanery would take four 3 hour slots.  There is a list at the back of 
the church of people who have agreed to take part.  If you can spare half an hour during the times 
indicated, please sign up as soon as possible.
 Prayer will be held in the Memorial room on most instances, but in the baptistery in the church on 
the Thursday evening  of our monthly intercessory and healing service.
 We have chosen 12 prayer points that we want people to pray for in our church, and these will be 
incorporated into a booklet comprising the thirteen participating parishes.  There will therefore be 
plenty of things for us to pray for.  No one will be required or requested to pray out loud - prayer will be 
silent.  Please note below the times that are required, and if possible, choose from those times.  
 Thank you to all who have already signed up.  Any questions please contact Curate Carol.

 Thursday 17th May -   9-12 noon  and  6-9pm
 Friday     18th May -  12noon -3pm
 Saturday 19th May -  3-6 pm   (The Royal wedding will be over by then!)
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Flower Rota
6th May ........................................  Mrs C. Scanlon
13th May  ...............................................................
20th May  ...........................  The McKibben family
27th May ........................... The Beckinsale family

Flower arranger - Diane Lee 9083 6988

Readings
Date Morning Evening
6th May Acts 10:44-48 No Evening Service 
 John 15:9-17  
13th May Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
 1 John 5:9-13
20th May Family Service ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
27th May Isaiah 6:1-8 ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
 Romans 8:12-17
3rd June 2 Corinthians 4:5-12 ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘ 
 Mark 2:23-3:6  

Readers
Date Morning Evening
6th May Mr D. Gibson No Evening Service
13th May Mr R. Campbell ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
20th May Family Service ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
27th May Mr T. Prenter ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
3rd June Mrs J. Lardie ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘

* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

F.W.O. Counters
6th May ............................................  Mr J. Fenton
13th May  ........................................  Mr T. Prenter
20th May  .......................................... Mrs P. White
27th May .......................................  Mrs M. Nelson

Restoration Counters
6th May ............................................. Mr J. Walker
13th May  ......................... Mr & Mrs J. Terrington
20th May  ..................................... Mr M. Atkinson
27th May ..................................... Mrs L. Hamilton

Elevenses
*  Eileen Carlisle, Christine McKee, Joanne 

Ireland, Jean Cameron.
*  Responsible for shopping and 

organising.
Georgie Gibb - Tel: 9083 6967
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The Life and Times of Noel ‘Darkie’ Arnott
 I was born on the 24th July 1929 at the Belfast City Hospital.  Both my parents had impaired vision.  
My mother, Hannah, suffered from deteriorating sight from birth.  My father, Robert, had lost his sight 
as a small boy due to an accident with a skipping rope.  My parents had met at their place of work at 
the Workshops for the Blind in Belfast.  By all accounts, their ongoing relationship was  stormy from 
the outset.  This resulted in a separation quite early in the marriage.  I was brought up by my mother.    
Initially we lived in rooms, then my mother obtained a former corner shop in Rutherford Street off 
the Old Lodge Road.  In spite of being handicapped, she coped admirably, taking all normal household 
chores in her stride, although she told me that once when she was eight years old, she had paid the 
price for being handicapped!  My grandfather, William Woodside, a master tailor, went to America just 
before the beginning of the First World War.  He settled in Sandusky, Ohio, and established a small 
clothes factory.  In due course, my grandmother sailed around 1915, along with the family, to take 
up residence in the United States of America.  The family sailed from Liverpool to New York on a ship 
called “The Lapland”.  When they arrived at Ellis Island, a reception/holding centre for immigrants, 
all the family were admitted except for my eight-year-old mother.  She was refused entry due to her 
handicap.  My grandmother and her young family were held for a period of weeks.  They were then 
placed on a ship called the “Cymric”, sailing for Liverpool.  When they eventually docked in Liverpool, 
the captain told my grandmother that they had narrowly missed being torpedoed on two different 
occasions.  The ship was torpedoed on her return trip three months later!
 When I was about four years old, we moved to Rutherford Street.  It was now time to start school.  
Soon I was attending Eglinton Street P.E. School.  I remember being placed in Junior Infants and 
furnished with a board or slate with beads along the top and some chalk.  We also played and worked 
with a natural material called “raffia” a  forerunner of plastic and nylon.  On Wednesdays, my mother 
collected her pension from the City Hall.  In the main hall under the main dome, a large table was 
used by the Town Clerk and his staff to pay out pensions.  Your name was called out, and you received 
your pension.  In my mother’s case, it was ten shillings per week.  This pension being her only income 
meant it was hard going; she had to eke it out over a week.   On my first Wednesday at school, mid 
morning I went A.W.O.L.,  When asked why I was home, I told mum that I wanted to ensure that she got 
down to the City Hall for her pension.  Needless to say, I was returned to school at the double!
 My close friend, Joshua Wamsley, a fellow pupil, was also an only child who lived with his mother, 
a widow.  They lived up the street from us so we spent regular time together.  Joshua would go on to 
become one of the leading pipers in the world famous Field Marshal Montgomery Pipe band.  Across 
the street from us lived Eddie Scott, an enthusiastic pigeon fancier.  He would let me feed and handle 
the birds and on occasions release them for flight.  Further up the street lived a family called Simms.  
The eldest boy, John, would become a noted writer.  Among his works would be an autobiography 
called “Farewell to the Hammer”!  This book, a best seller, recounted his experience of life growing 
up around the Old Lodge Road.  At the very top of the street lived Mr Sloan, builder of agricultural 
carts.  Painted in vivid colours, they were lined up like soldiers on parade.  I had a lucky escape one 
day when playing around the carts.  One of them toppled sideways, and the heavy shaft missed me 
by inches!  All our streets then were cobbled with heavy paving stones, but soon the powers that be 
made a long-overdue decision to replace the stones with concrete, the work being carried out mainly 
by unemployed men who were in receipt of benefit.
 When I was seven, we moved to a kitchen house in Broadbent Street, directly off the Old Lodge 
Road.  All the houses in the street were two up and two down.  Each house had an enclosed yard, 
complete with an outside toilet.  In time, we had the luxury of electricity, replacing the hitherto 
gas mantels.  I soon settled down in our new home making new friends very soon.  My new school 
beckoned, St Enoch’s Public Elementary at Carlisle Circus.  The headmaster, Mr Tate, was a large 
foreboding character.  He didn’t take prisoners.  He would patrol our “open plan” classroom peering 
over shoulders, exclaiming loudly (such exclamations usually accompanied by a slap on the head 
with a roll book)  “You’re a brown’s cow boy”.  The school had some fine teachers.  Miss Pinkerton, 
who achieved much with her pupils via motivation.  Mr Templeton, who would give us lectures on 
incendiary and high explosive bombs that the Germans were unleashing all over Great Britain.  Mr 
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Moon, a large rotund figure who believed in discipline coupled with fairness.  He carried a large leather 
Gladstone bag and would often be heard to call “boy bring my bag”.  Standard procedure for failing to 
produce a homework was four slaps of the cane.  Needless to say I was a constant recipient of this 
punishment.
 (Follow Blackie’s adventures over the years in forthcoming features... the games children played,  his 
advance into the working life and his eventual foray into the “wrestling” ring.)
 Thanks to Noel for sharing these poignant memories of life “back then”.

A Note from Mercia
 Colm and I just wanted to say another word of thanks for all the good wishes on our move and some 
lovely ‘New Home’ cards received from Carnmoney folk on the first few weeks here at Silverbirch. We 
really appreciated everything and are getting on pretty well with the unpacking and settling in. Most 
of the boxes are now unpacked, but not all our stuff has yet found a home. Lots of pictures need 
putting up and there are still things like curtains to buy and get up. But the house is more than liveable 
in and we are sure the move has been in God’s will for us, though I will, I am sure, miss Carnmoney for 
a long while to come. 
 I did promise to give an open house invitation at some stage, so we would like to invite anyone who 
wants to pop down for a cuppa and to see our new home, to do so on the last Bank holiday Monday in 
May, ie May 28th. We will be happy to welcome you between 10-12noon or 3-5pm on that day. 
 The house is easy to find. Just come round the Bangor ring road almost to the end. The Bloomfield 
Shopping centre on the right is a very good landmark. Once past that, go across the next roundabout, 
(the Gransha Road 
roundabout) and 
continue towards 
Groomsport. Look 
for a filter to the right 
which crosses the duel 
carriageway into a road 
called Robinson Road. 
Continue to the end of 
Robinson Road which 
then meets Silverbirch 
Road as a t-junction. 
Turn right up Silverbirch 
Road. Continue to the 
last section of Silverbirch 
Road which becomes a 
cul-de-sac and number 
95 is on the left, the last 
of the chalet bungalow 
style houses. Parking is 
just on the road in front 
of the house. 
 However, if anyone 
can’t get to visit that 
day, I thought it would 
be good to add a few 
photos to give you an 
impression of the inside 
of the house. 
 With best wishes to 
all, Mercia
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Recycling for Restoration Fund
   This month we have raised £56 for clothes, £21 for scrap metal and £10 for books. 
PLEASE NOTE, WE WILL NO LONGER BE RECYCLING STEEL CANS, OTHER STEEL 
ITEMS OR LARGE ELECTRICAL ITEMS, DUE A BIG REDUCTION IN PRICE. We can 
still recycle cables, leads and motors from electrical items, and all other non-magnetic 
metals. Scrap metal can be left at 7 Glebecoole Park (please call Maurice or Doreen on 
9084 4093 to ensure someone is at home before delivering items, as bags left are liable to be taken by other 
collectors or can draw unwanted attention if we are away overnight or on holidays). Please do not put any 
glass in bags of scrap metal. Please continue to leave bags of clean clothing, handbags, curtains and 
bedding, excluding duvets and pillows, at the church hall.      Maurice Atkinson

Pray for the Following Families in May
6th May - Gray (Abbey G), Hamill (B’henry A), Heatley, Henderson, Hennessey, Higgins 
(Woodford PE), Hill (Archvale G), Hoey, Hosick (St Quentin A), Hough, House.
13th May - Higgins (Fairyknowe D), Hill (The Bracken), Hosick (Glebe Rd W), Houston, 
Howell, Hume, Huston, Ireland (Sentryhill D).
20th May - Hill (Glebecoole D), Ireland (Antrim R), Jackson (Kings W), Jamieson, Jamison (Antrim R), 
Jenkins, Johnston (Forthill D), Johnstone, Kane (Harmin D).
27th May - Jackson (Green A), Jamison (Hollybrook R), Johnston (Abbeycrest D), Kea, Keery, Kelly 
(Hydepark M), Kennedy, Kenny, Kidd, Killen (Knowehead R).

Day of Pentecost - Whit Sunday
 Pentecost took place on the well-established Jewish festival 
of Firstfruits, which was observed at the beginning of the wheat 
harvest.  It was exactly 50 days after the Passover, the time of Jesus’ 
crucifixion.
 A feast day to celebrate the country’s wheat harvest does not 
sound exactly world changing, but that year, it became one of the 
most important days in world history.  For Pentecost was the day 
that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit - the day the Church was born.
 Jesus had told His disciples that something big was going to 
happen, and that they were to wait for it in Jerusalem, instead of 
returning to Galilee.   Jesus had plans for His disciples – but He knew 
they could not do the work themselves – they would need His help.
 And so they waited in Jerusalem, praying together with his other 
followers, for many days. And then, on that fateful morning, there was suddenly the sound as of a 
mighty rushing wind.  Tongues of flame flickered on their heads, and they began to praise God in many 
tongues - to the astonishment of those who heard them. The curse of Babel (Genesis 11: 1- 9) was 
dramatically reversed that morning.     
 That morning, the Holy Spirit came to indwell the disciples and followers of Jesus, and the Church 
was born.  The Christians were suddenly full of life and power, utterly different from their former, 
fearful selves.  The change in them was permanent.
 Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian Church that morning, proclaiming Jesus was 
the Messiah.  His boldness in the face of possible death was in marked contrast to the man who had 
denied Jesus 50 days before.  And 3,000 people responded, were converted, and were baptised.  
How’s that for fast church growth!
 Of course, Pentecost was not the first time the Holy Spirit had acted in this world.  All through 
the Old Testament there are accounts of how God’s Spirit guided people and strengthened them.  
But now, because of Christ’s death and resurrection, He could INDWELL them.  From now on, every 
Christian could have the confidence that Jesus was with them constantly, through the indwelling of 
his Holy Spirit.
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Easter General Vestry   2018
 This year, our Annual General Vestry on 9th April was chaired by the Rural Dean, Rev. David 
Lockhart, who gave a warm welcome to all those present.  He opened the meeting with prayer and a 
bible reading from 1 Corinthians ch. 12, reminding us that we are all part of the body of Christ - all with 
different talents and skills, yet all having concern for one another, working together in the service of 
our Lord.
 The minutes of the 2017 General Vestry were read, agreed and signed by the Rev. Lockhart.  The 
names of the 15 parishioners who had died since the last Easter Vestry were read out and a silence 
was kept.  In the same period, there had been three weddings and five baptisms.
 Rev. Carol Harvey thanked all those who attended the meeting, saying that it was important for 
parishioners to have a  say in what’s happening in their church. She thanked the vestry and office 
bearers for their commitment and hard work.  With church repairs and added Charity Commission 
rules and regulations, it’s been a hard year, especially for our treasurer, Joyce, and our glebewardens, 
Robert and Maurice.  Carol also thanked our church wardens, Brian and John, who continue to be 
there for us Sunday after Sunday.
 It was with great sadness that we lost our long-time choir member, Victor McAdam, but 
encouraging to welcome some new members too. Thanks go to Maurice and David for leading the choir 
and to the choir themselves for leading our worship  Sunday after Sunday - not to mention the carol 
singing in the nursing homes and the Children’s  Hospice.  The monthly healing services continued 
throughout the year, and  a cross, in memory of Stella McMillan, was donated to the Church’s Ministry 
of Healing, The Mount, now sited at Knockbreda. Also in memory of Stella, a defibrillator was bought 
for the church.  This is sited in the Church Hall, and training sessions for this took place in August.
 With the help of many individuals, our church life continued as usual.  Rev. Harvey thanked 
Harry Hamilton for his support, and also those involved in  flower arranging and keeping our church 
linens in  such good order.  Thanks also to Roy Williams for his support with church envelopes, and 
also to our pastoral care team, who  bring comfort to our more vulnerable parishioners.  Carol also 
thanked Georgie Gibb and her team of magazine distributors, our printer, Harry Beckinsale, and 
Joan Bradbury for her Sunday notices.  She also thanked the many people involved in running our 
church organisations - the Church Lads’ and Girls’ Brigades, the Bowling Club, the Men’s Society 
and the Mothers’ Union.  She noted that the Mothers’ Union was the only branch in the Diocese 
which continued to grow.  Sadly, Joan Killen had to resign as chairperson, but for the moment, the 
committee are continuing to organise meetings.
 Although the art class finished in June, John McClean has offered to  run another course any 
time if there is interest. Thanks to Victoria McFarland, a new Knitting B club started in September, 
with members meeting every Thursday and bringing their craft work - mainly knitting and crochet - 
producing items for the missions or premature baby units in local hospitals. Our Quiz Night in June and 
the Christmas Craft Fair in November were not only good fundraisers, but community fellowship fun.
 Our Sunday School Faith Factory has increased slightly, thanks to the ongoing work of Linda, 
Carolyn and Jayne, and their Palm Sunday lunch raised over £400 for the CMS project. We were all 
proud to see a former member, our own Danielle McCullough, being ordained Deacon in Lisburn 
Cathedral last August. At the family service in September, we were pleased to welcome our former 
mission partners Rory, Denise and Gideon Wilson, who had just returned from Uganda.
 Of course, the big news of the year was the engagement of the Vicar to Colm Flanagan in May and 
their subsequent marriage in September. A wedding breakfast was held in the Church Hall for the 
Parish after the service. It was an event which brought much joy and encouragement to the Parish 
as they shared in the Vicar’s happiness. Sadly, in September, the Vicar announced her departure 
from the Parish, and she left on 31st January. A farewell lunch was held in the Church Hall and was 
attended by parishioners and invited guests, including members of the Glengormley/Carnmoney 
Clergy Fellowship.  Rev. Harvey concluded by thanking Canon Ruddock for organising cover during 
the vacancy and the Rural Dean for his continued support.
 The Treasurer, Joyce Lardie, presented detailed reports of the General Account and the 
Restoration Account,noting the generous donations from Stella McMillan on her 100th birthday  and 
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from Mercia’s wedding.  She noted the out-of-court settlement regarding work on the church many 
years ago. As a result of this settlement, Glebewarden, Robert Campbell, reported that we are now 
in a position to do the planned work on the church tower and pinnacles.  Other planned work includes 
the  upgrading of the church organ, the hall electrics and the church boiler. Maurice Atkinson will liaise 
with ANBC regarding work in the graveyard and its boundaries.  During the vacancy, the rectory will 
be updated, including major work in the kitchen.
 Rev. Lockhart thanked the Treasurer, Churchwardens and Glebewardens and said, ‘We were 
blessed to have such good people in our church.’
 The Annual General Vestry concluded with the appointments and elections of Churchwardens, 
Glebewardens and Select Vestry as detailed below.
Vicar’s Churchwarden:  Brian Adrain  •  People’s Churchwarden:  John Beck
Vicar’s Glebewarden: Maurice Atkinson  •  People’s Glebewarden:  Robert Campbell
Select Vestry: Jean Cameron, Janet Crilly, Trevor Gibb, Joyce Lardie, Marion Magowan, Billy 
McFarland, Eileen Roulston, Jim Walker and Roy Williams.                                        Janet Crilly  Hon. Secretary

Treasurer’s Report 2017
 Our General Account for everyday income and expenditure is on page 13. As you can see, we 
ended 2017 with a small surplus of £550. This was achieved through a combination of a great deal of 
your hard work and your generous financial support. Especially your response to the Gift Day held on 
8th March 2017, which raised £4,705, and for which we claimed an additional £816.69 Gift Aid Refund. 
It is also pleasing to see an increase of 4.6% in our FWO giving.
 An additional exceptional income item this year was the donations received from Colm & Mercia’s 
Wedding. As you know, they generously requested that in lieu of wedding gifts, their guests and their 
congregations should donate to a charity of their choice, and they named Carnmoney as one of their 
charities. We received £2,308.50 from these donations.
 Fundraising raised a net £1,406. I again pass on my thanks to everyone involved, but especially to 
Elaine Munn, Joan Killen, Janet Crilly and Diane Lee. We benefited firstly from Stella McMillan’s 100th 
birthday celebrations, which raised £790. Sadly, Stella passed away shortly afterwards, and as she had 
expressed a wish that we should receive donations in lieu of flowers, £700 was raised. Stella’s estate 
provided another £1,000. Her thoughtful donations allowed us to provide the defibrillator in the Hall. 
We are very grateful for those who remember the church in this way. 
 On the Expenditure side, you may notice the amount under HMRC has reduced in the past few 
years. This is due to a Government tax allowance given for Employer National Insurance, £2,000 
in 2014 and 2015 and increased to £3,000 for 2016 and 2017. The surplus would have been wiped 
out without this allowance. We were able to transfer £10,000 to our General Reserves held in C of 
I Trustees Deposit Account. We do keep a close eye on our expenditure, and you will be able to see 
more of the breakdown of the figures in these accounts on page 15. A balance of £16,165.94 remains 
in our general bank account.
 The Restoration Account shown on page 15 shows a surplus of £58,154, mostly due to £50,000 
payment of the long-awaited out-of-court settlement for poor quality workmanship on the Church 
building. Solicitor’s costs of £2,400 relate. You can see the breakdown of the cost of the work 
completed during 2017, and it was good to hear more information about these works from Robert 
and Maurice at the General Vestry meeting. Thanks must go to them for ensuring a keen price is 
paid for work completed. Their expertise and the time and commitment they expend is incalculable 
to the benefit of the church. We were able to transfer £20,000 to our General Reserves held in C 
of I Trustees Deposit Account. A balance of £69,326.32 remains in this account. However, a good 
proportion of these funds will be required to complete the remedial work.
 The summary of all funds held in the name of Carnmoney Parish is shown at the foot of page 15. 
The first account shown is our reserves cash account held with the C of I Trustees in Belfast. We did 
not have to use any reserves this year and they remain healthy although the interest rate remains 
low. These reserve balances, along with the General & Restoration bank balances are shown in the 
table at the bottom of the page as they are all held as cash.
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 The two unit trust investments also shown are restricted funds that cannot be withdrawn as 
they were donated by bequest. The Parish can only benefit from the dividends we receive from their 
investments.
 Our new Auditor, Anne Graham, has examined the accounts as directed by the Charity Commission 
and has found no matters that require attention, and she has signed the required statement. She  is 
happy to continue to be our Auditor in 2018.
 I hope these accounts are acceptable to you, but if you have any questions, please speak to me in 
church or contact me at joyce.lardie@hotmail.co.uk                                               Joyce Lardie, Hon. Treasurer
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General Account 2017 Addendum



15

CoI Trustees Deposit Account - Year Ending 2017

Restoration Account 2017

Summary of Account Balances



Email: andyshardwarestore@hotmail.com


