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Reflections from the Glebe House
“I was just thinking...”

 ...how different a follower is from a spectator and a supporter!

 The week I began my Curacy in St Helens (some years ago now!), I was 
visited one evening by the two churchwardens who informed me that to 
really understand St Helen’s as a community, I needed to go and watch 
the town’s famous, and very good, rugby league team. Dutifully, the 
following week I accompanied one of them on my first visit to Knowsley 
Road. I knew nothing about Rugby League, being a Union man, however, 
I enjoyed the game and the crowd’s reactions, but must admit, that even though St Helen’s lost, I 
wasn’t too bothered. Over the coming months I occasionally attended further games but the fourth 
or fifth I attended really sticks in my mind. St Helen’s were losing and I realised that I minded!  I wanted 
them to turn it around and win, and subsequently became more vociferous in cheering them on and 
was delighted when they scored the winning try with just a few minutes to go.  I realised when I got 
home that I had turned from being a spectator who just enjoyed watching, into a supporter who was 
beginning to care.
 However, over the months that followed, I noticed that my commitment to the team was 
becoming even stronger. Now I was rarely missing a home match and even attending a few away 
games too. I bought a scarf and someone gave me a replica shirt for Christmas, which I wore proudly. 
I recognised the players, cheered them on, read the reports, watched the highlights on TV and really 
looked forward to the games. All this culminated with a visit to Wembley to watch the team win the 
Challenge cup final - a great experience! Again, reflecting on what had happened, I realised that I was 
now more than a supporter; rather I had become a fully fledged follower of the club.
 You probably are wondering what all this has to do with Carnmoney Church! Well, as we move into 
the autumn, we are beginning a process of working out what sort of church we should be as we move 
into the future, hopefully seeing our church grow; please read the article later in this magazine for 
more details of what is planned. As part of this process we need spectators to become supporters 
and supporters, followers within our church. We currently have nearly 300 families who receive this 
magazine and want to be affiliated with our church; many of you are valued supporters who contribute 
financially to enable us to stay open as a church and minister within the community. However, 
currently a much smaller group of people are involved in our church’s life, attending on Sundays and 
giving their money, time and talents to keep all our organisations and ministries operating effectively.
 To change the analogy slightly, currently our church feels rather like a cruise liner with lots 
of people on board, but a small crew working incredibly hard to help them to enjoy the cruise and 
keeping the cruise ship operational. What we would love to see over the coming month is our church 
community becoming more like a battleship with no passengers, but every one who sees themselves 
as a member of Carnmoney involved in some way, doing a job however small, using their skills to 
contribute to the good ship Carnmoney.
 One of our Gospel readings in August was the passage from Luke 12, where Jesus implores us to 
be ready when he returns, “Be dressed ready for service” he says. “...keep your lamps burning, ...because 
the Son of man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”
 I hope we will all be ready to meet our maker when we die or when Jesus comes again, whichever 
is first, and part of that involves being his followers on this earth, working out our Christian service in 
the context of his church. Carol and I are really excited about what God wants to do at Carnmoney in 
the future and we will be sharing those ideas over September and October; however, for God to do his 
stuff, each one of us needs to play our part, however small that might be. So can you move from being 
a spectator to being a supporter, or even better, from being a supporter to being a follower? What is 
God asking you to contribute to your church in the season ahead?
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Parish Register
Christian Burial

‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ‘ says the Lord
 26th June Billy Dowzell-Box, Gateside Avenue, Ballyclare 
 26th July Jim Ransey, Church Drive  (service held at Roselawn)
 15th August William McKee, Milewater Fold  (service held at Roselawn)

In Memoriam
 William (Billy) Dowzell-Box - Billy passed away suddenly while at work on Saturday 22nd June. A 
service of thanksgiving was held in church on 26th June and the eulogy was given by his brother-in-law 
Peter McCausland (Diocesan lay reader in Templepatrick and Donegore Parish).
 He is sadly missed by his loving wife, Lilian (née Fox) who grew up in the church, with her sisters and 
parents, the late Jim and Gladys Fox, formerly of Glebecoole Drive.  Also, by his two children Jayne and 
James, son-in-law Robert and all the grandchildren and extended family.
 He is remembered for the love which he showed to his family, for his dry sense of humour and for 
the sense of pride which he took in his work with vulnerable adults.
 It was lovely to see so many of Billy’s work colleagues at his funeral. He was a highly respected 
member of staff among the Adult Support workers at the Health Trust. His friends at work hope to 
hold a memorial service as a token of their esteem for such a capable and trusted colleague. Their 
presence, support and encouragement has been, and continues to be, very helpful to Lilian and the 
family at this difficult time.
 Thanks to the church and Rev. Carol Harvey for coordinating the service and to Fleming & Cuthbert 
Funeral Directors, Ballyclare.  “The Lord is my Shepherd.”

 Jim Ramsey - Jim, husband to Marian and father to Alan and David, passed away unexpectedly 
whilst in short term residential care on Monday 22nd July. A funeral service was held for him at 
Roselawn Crematorium on Friday 26th July at which his grandson Daniel gave a moving tribute to his 
grandfather. 
 Jim was born in Belfast but relocated to Ballywalter with his older sister Louie during the war. 
He worked at Gardener Brothers on leaving school where he learnt the trades of watch making and 
engraving. He met his wife Marian at a dance one night in the Orpheous. They were married in St. 
Catherine’s church in 1959 going to live in 29 Church Drive soon after – a place which was to remain the 
family home ever after. In the years that followed Alan and David, their sons were born, and Marion and 
Jim enjoyed 15 years working together, running a Toy shop in Glengormley through which they met 
many friends and became well known in the community. During these years Jim also enjoyed fishing, 
attending church at Carnmoney and was a founder member of the Glengormley bowling club. When 
the shop eventually closed he went back to his old trade of watch repairs, often working from home 
and enjoyed the extra time to forge strong relationships with his grandchildren. 
 These last years have been difficult ones for the family as Jim has struggled with dementia but he 
has been able to remain in his own home supported by Marian and his family. Our prayers are with 
Marian and the family in the months ahead as they readjust their lives and miss Jim.

 William (Billy) McKee - Billy, Father of Bill and George and grandfather to Matthew, James, Rona, 
Fiona, Maeve and Michael passed away unexpectedly on Saturday 3rd August. A service was held 
for him at Roselawn Crematorium on Thursday 15th August. Born in 1932 Billy was brought up in the 
Lower Shankill Area but was evacuated during the war to a farm in Ballymena, feeling very at home 
there. As an adult he moved to London where he worked as a bus driver but returned to Northern 
Ireland and soon met and married his wife Catherine. In the years that followed he was the father of 
George, Cathy and Bill and also worked as a delivery lorry driver, travelling all over Northern Ireland 
often accompanied by his son Bill. In the summer he frequently visited the family’s holiday cottage in 
Milisle and enjoyed many long walks along the beach there with his family. continued on page 8
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Diary for September
Sunday 1st September  11th Sunday After Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion
Tuesday 3rd September 7.30pm Memorial Room - Select Vestry
Thursday 5th September 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Sunday 8th September  12th Sunday After Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am  Morning Prayer and Faith Factory recommences
Monday 9th September 7.30pm Church Hall - Indoor Bowling Club recommences
Tuesday 10th September 8.00pm Memorial Room - Men’s Society,  “Running the Race”
   with guest speaker, Rev Andy Heber
Thursday 12th September 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm Memorial Room - What Kind of Church (Session 1)
Saturday 14th September 11am - 4pm  The Great Glengormley Get Together at the Lillian 

Bland Park
Sunday 15th September  13th Sunday After Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Family Service
Tuesday 17th September 7.30pm Memorial Room - What Kind of Church? (Session 2)
  7.30pm Church Hall - Child Protection Training
Thursday 19th September 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm Choir Vestry -  Intercessors meet
  8.00pm Church - Healing Service
Sunday 22nd September  14th Sunday After Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Morning Prayer
Monday 23rd September 7.30pm Memorial Room - Children’s Light Party Planning Meeting
Tuesday 24th September 7.30pm Memorial Room - Mothers’ Union ‘Salvation Army Songsters
Wednesday 25th September 7.30pm Memorial Room -  Pastoral Care Team meeting
Thursday 26th September 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm Memorial Room - What Kind of Church? (Session 3)
Sunday 29th September  15th Sunday After Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Healing Service
Sunday 6th October  16th Sunday After Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion

Children’s Light Party - Friday 1st November
 As we did at Easter we are hoping to hold a special party for all children associated with our church 
over the Halloween period, however rather than focusing on things dark and scary we will be thinking 
about how Jesus is the light of the world and can bring light and life to us.
 There will be a short meeting to plan for this event on Monday 23rd September at 7:30pm in the 
Memorial Room. In particular we are looking for ideas for craft activities (with a light theme) and 
people willing to help supervise the groups, help with games, serve refreshments and generally muck 
in, chat to the kids and get involved. Please come along if you think you can help in any of these ways 
or have any bright ideas (no pun intended!). If you are unable to make the meeting but have ideas or 
are willing to help out on that evening please let the Vicar know.
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Readings  &  Readers
Date Readings Reader
1st September Jeremiah 2:4-13 ............................... Mrs E. Steenson
 Luke 14, 1,7-14
8th September Jeremiah 6:9-16 ............................... Mr M. Carson
 Mark 4:26-34
15th September  Psalm 95 ............................................ Family Service
 John 15:1-8
22nd September Romans 12:1-8 ................................. Mrs L. Heber
 Revelation 4
29th September Colossians 3:1-11 ............................ Mrs J. Crilly
 Luke 12:13-21
6th October Matthew 28:16-20............................ Mr D. Gibson
 1 Peter 3:13-18

* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

F.W.O. Counters
1st September .........................  Mrs M. Robinson
8th September  ...............................  Mrs P. White
15th September  ........................  Mr R. Campbell
22nd September ............................. Mr J. Fenton
29th September .........................  Mr J. Magowan

Restoration Counters
1st September ................................  Mr J. Walker
8th September  ..............  Mr & Mrs J. Terrington
15th September  ..........................  Mrs Y. Browne
22nd September ......................  Mrs M. Robinson
29th September ................. Mr & Mrs H. Douglas

Flower Rota
1st September ....................... Mr & Mrs D. Chick
8th September  ...........................  Anna Brandon
15th September  .........................  Marie McKeen
22nd September ...............  Margaret McConnell
29th September ...........................  Norma Busby

Elevenses
*  * Eileen Roulston, Rosemary Walsh, Heather 

Seeds, Roberta McFadden.
*  Responsible for shopping 

and organising.                                     
Georgie Gibb - Tel: 9083 6967

Flower arranger - Anne Campbell 9084 3505

...er Vicar, it’s about that flower Mrs Brindle’s 
brought back from her foreign holiday...
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In later life, as his wife Catherine’s health deteriorated, he moved into the Milewater Fold, where he 
enjoyed both his independence and also the company of the other residents but still regularly met 
up with family members every week for meals. He will be remembered for his big mustache, combed 
back hair and pipe. He will be much missed by his family who he cared deeply for, and our prayers are 
with them.

What Kind of Church?
 Proverbs 29:18 tells us: “Without a 
vision the people perish.” When I arrived 
at Carnmoney last October I shared that 
rather than changing anything quickly I 
wanted to take a year to visit people and 
find out peoples’ views on our church, what 
was needed, and where we should be going. 
Part of that process initially involved asking 
people to fill in a simple questionnaire with 
their thoughts.
 Its important that we have a clear vision 
as to our purpose, and know where we are 
going as a church as we seek to be relevant 
in an ever changing context and make sure 
that the decline that has marked many 
congregations during the last 20 years or 
so is reversed here in Carnmoney. I have 
no doubt that God wants our church to 
grow and flourish, and whereas only he can 
bring that about, our responsibility is to 
make sure that we are asking him to move 
and listening to him, offering our gifts and 
talents and putting the right plans in place 
to enable that growth to happen. 
 Therefore as we move into the autumn, under God’s leading and direction we are hoping to begin 
the process of corporately forming a vision for the years ahead, and coming up with some ideas as to 
what sort of church we would like to be, and what activities we would like to be doing.  Over September 
and October, In a series of Sunday sermons, Carol, myself and others are going to be laying out some 
ideas, informed by looking at the biblical pictures of what church should be about and also your answers 
to those original questionnaires. Questions for reflection and discussion will be posted on the weekly 
notice sheet each week to stimulate your thinking after each sermon. We are then hoping that people 
will come together in a series of 7 mid-weekly meetings, (usually on a Thursday evening but twice on 
a Tuesday due to the Monthly Healing Services), to discuss and share their thoughts and reactions to 
what has been said on Sunday and those questions posted, guided by input from a short Video based 
course called “What Kind of Church?” produced by the Evangelical Alliance.
 We are hoping that as a result of these meetings we will be able together to draw up an achievable 
and realistic plan which the Select Vestry will be discussing with a view to implementing many of the 
recommendations at a special away day together on Saturday 3rd November.
 The midweek dates with titles of each evening informed by the course (although these will be 
flexible according to where the discussion goes) are as follows:

 Thursday 12th September ...................... Facing change
 Tuesday 17th September........................ Engagement
 Thursday 26th September ...................... Gratitude

continued from page 5
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 Thursday 3rd October ............................. Holding Lightly
 Thursday 10th October ........................... Back to Front Mission
 Thursday 24th October ........................... Dare to Dream
 Tuesday 29th October ............................  Conclusions as we draw up an action plan for consideration 

by the Select vestry

 We would love as many people as possible to be involved in this important process, contributing 
their ideas and opinions, therefore please come along on Sundays to hear the presentations, and even 
if you don’t usually come out midweek, please consider coming along to the follow up meetings and 
having your say as to What Kind of Church we should be and become  as we move forward into an 
exciting future.

A Possible Youth Club?
 Whereas there is tremendous provision for children at our church through the fantastic work that 
goes on in the Faith Factory, Church Lads’ Brigade and Church Girls’ Brigade, once children hit their 
teenage years there is currently nothing on offer for them at Carnmoney; consequently nearly all 
teenagers, realizing this, gradually drift away from the church once they have been confirmed, often 
never to return. 
 I’m wondering ... Would it therefore be possible to recruit enough adult leaders to start up a monthly 
Youth Club to try and support these young people at such an important stage of their lives? Initially a 
meeting would be held (probably with food!) to ask the young people if they were interested in such 
a venture and if so what form they would like the club to take; however before we even get this far it 
would be important to know that enough adults were willing to form a team and act as leaders, working 
with the Vicar to make this possible. Age is unimportant, rather a welcoming attitude and willingness 
to provide a safe space for teenagers is all important.  It would only be a monthly commitment, 
possibly on a Saturday or Sunday evening and all potential volunteers would need to go through our 
Safeguarding Procedures. If anyone would be willing and interested, or even wanted to explore this 
idea further, could you possibly let Andy know. If enough people express an interest in being leaders or 
even helpers, then we can look at proceeding with an initial meeting for our young people to ascertain 
their thoughts, and hopefully make some sort of Youth provision at Carnmoney happen!

 Safe Families for Children is a Christian organisation that matches volunteers from the church 
with families that are struggling. The families are referred by the Trust and we partner with them 
to reduce the risks of children going into care. We are looking for loving people who can come 
alongside and support families to thrive. This could be as simple as meeting a parent for a cup of tea 
and showing them they are not alone. If you would like to know more please email nickiwilliamson@
safefamiliesforchildren.com or give me a call on 07384 896983.

The Great Glengormley Get-Together
Saturday 14th September, 11am-4pm

 The Newtownabbey Churches, for the first time, are hoping to get involved and have a presence at 
this annual Fun Day held in the Lillian Bland Park. We will be operating out of a hired marquee and will be 
hoping to talk to members of the public and give out leaflets about our churches, serve refreshments, 
provide some children’s craft activities and even host a Teddy Bear’s pick nick.
 If you feel you can give an hour to help out on the day then please speak to Andy and please come 
along and join in the fun.
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 As you are aware we have arranged for the Salvation Army Songsters to come along to talk about 
their work and entertain us on Tuesday 24th September at 7.30 pm.  This will include music and songs 
and will be followed by supper.
 There will not be an entrance charge but donations for this worthy organisation, which does such 
marvelous work throughout the country, will be welcomed and passed directly to the “Sally Anne”.
 This is an open invitation to all our congregation to come along with their family members, 
neighbours and friends for an enjoyable evening together.  We do want to see the Church Hall full and 
hope you will support us by attending what promises to be an enjoyable evening.   Anna Brandon

Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 Hopefully none of you missed the summer, it was a day in mid-June this year 
if you can’t remember. Seriously though, we should be very thankful that we only 
have some rain to contend with, when we look around the world and see the strife 
and loss of life due to weather conditions such as heat, floods and earthquakes 
etc. Hopefully none of our members have come in contact or been affected by any 
of these and you are all looking forward to our new season.
 We have a number of very interesting and entertaining speakers lined up and 
to start us off on Tuesday 10th September at 8.00pm, we have our own Rev. Andy, who will give us a 
presentation entitled “Running the Race”.
 For those who do not know, Andy is a very accomplished marathon runner and he is going to tell 
us about his exploits in running the London Marathon. He has told me that with this, he will also speak 
on the spiritual race and how the two are inextricably linked together. This will be an evening not to be 
missed so hopefully we will have a good turnout of all our members.
 It is also a good time for other men of the parish to think about coming along and joining us, or at 
least coming along to see what the CIMS is all about. So why not come along and support the branch? 
It’s only one Tuesday each month and we can promise you good craic and a good cup of tea?
 A number of parishioners and friends who attended Dr Joe Cassell’s fascinating presentation, “The 
Case Against Gordon”, which was about the infamous Curran murder at Glenavna, have approached 
me as to when we are going to have the promised second talk. I am pleased to inform you that Joe 
has agreed to speak at our October meeting when he will give his second talk “The Case Against the 
Family”. Definitely a date to put in your diary.   Trevor Gibb, Hon. Secretary

Data Protection Update
 Many thanks to everybody who returned their data protection 
forms; remarkably we have had over 270 returned and have 
updated our membership list accordingly. If you did return a form 
this is to let you know that we will be ensuring that the personal 
information you gave us (names, addresses, phone numbers and 
E mail addresses if you gave us one) will be stored safely. If for any 
reason in the future you would like to be taken off our membership 
list please let us know and we will remove your details and destroy any paper evidence we possess. 
 We will ensure that only certain people who need your personal details for pastoral visits, magazine 
distribution or financial reasons will have access to it and these people will be agreed at our September 
Select Vestry meeting. Parish lists will then be stored either in a locked filing cabinet or on a password 
protected computer so that no one else can gain access to it. Over the coming months we will be 
continuing to develop our Data protection procedures to ensure that all information kept and all our 
procedures are in line with data protection legislation. If anyone has any questions about this then 
please contact the vicar.
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Recycling for Restoration Fund
 We have raised £72 from clothes,  
£21 from scrap metal and £5 from 
books this month. Please keep 
collecting non-magnetic scrap 
metal, electric wiring, leads, cables, motors and 
aluminium drinks cans (no glass in bags please). 
Remember to leave clothes, curtains and bed 
clothes excluding duvets, pillows and cushions in 
the church hall.  Please leave scrap at 7 Glebecoole 
Park. (Please call Maurice or Doreen on 028 9084 
4093 before calling).   Maurice Atkinson

Pray for the Following Families in September
1st Sept. - King (B’hill G), Lardie, Laverty, Leathem, Lee, Livingstone, Lockhart, 
Lorimer.
8th Sept. - Logue (C’money R), Macklin, Magee, Magoveny, Magowan (C’hill P), Martin.
15th Sept. - Logue (St Quentin P), Magowan (Cherryvale P), McAdam, McAteer, 
McBratney.
22nd Sept, - McBride, McCarroll, McCoy, McClean (C’bridge G), McCommiskey, McCrea.
29th Sept. - McConnell, McCullagh, McCullins (Tudor P), McCullough (Archvale D), McCurrie, McKay.

 Christmas Carols - We are again going to sing Christmas 
Carols at local residential/nursing homes on Friday 13th and 
Saturday 14th December and will be having a choir practice 
and giving more information on Wednesday 13th November at 
7.15pm. Our reputaton has spread and we have been asked for 
additional visits. Any parishioners who have joined us in the past 
will know what joy we bring to the residents and staff. You are 
really missing out if you don’t join us. You don’t need to be a great singer, you don’t need to be able to 
go to all the visits, just pick and choose; you don’t even need transport as we can arrange that. So no 
excuse, come to the practice or let me know that you want to join in. Joyce Lardie
 You’ll all be delighted to know that our successful Christmas Craft Fair will return on Saturday 30th 
November 2019. Please put this date in your diary and more information will follow next month.

 Indoor Bowling Club - The Parish Bowling re-opens on Monday the 9th 
September 2019 at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall.
 The club membership over the past years has declined considerably 
and we are appealing to any past bowling members to come along 
and join with on Monday nights at 7.30pm and help us strengthen 
the club. The Bowling Club members also extend a warm welcome 
to any new members who would like to come along and learn the 
sport, with good fellowship on the mats every Monday night during 
the indoor bowling season.
 If you have never tried this activity before just come along and join in, you will soon learn and enjoy 
the friendship with us in the Parish Hall.  John Fenton

 The Knitting B - The Knitting B recommences on Thursday 5th September at 
10.30am in the Memorial room.  Everyone is welcome for a cuppa and a ‘natter’.
 If there’s anyone would like to come but hasn’t transport, please contact Curate 
Carol on 07860 696800.
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Reflections on Carnmoney Parish Church 
 It is fascinating to think of all the people 
who have worshipped more or less on the 
spot where our present Church stands for 
well over a thousand years. A Church was 
reputed to have been established here by 
Saint Patrick about fourteen hundred years 
ago and over the years it catered to the 
spiritual needs of the people of the ancient 
city and parish of Coole. 
 The story of Carnmoney is indeed a 
fascinating one and although there have 
been many changes from that time when St. 
Patrick is reputed to have first set up a little 
church by the Glas na Braddan River, through 
the rise and fall of the city of Coole with its 
religious settlements to the Parish as it is 
today. The present day congregation should 
indeed be grateful to the many people over 
the centuries who through their sacrifice, 
generosity and toil have bequeathed to us all 
the beautiful place of worship we have today. 
 So much of the history of the Church, as we 
know it, has involved the Smythe family who 
through two generations were Ministers of 
the parish from 1796 to 1903 and contributors 
and builders of the present church. Indeed it is questionable if there would be a Carnmoney Parish 
Church had it not been for the Rev. Samuel Smythe renovated the old church which was in a bad 
state of repair and built Coole Glebe. George Smythe his son built the present Church much of it 
financed by himself, but his contribution was not limited just to the Church. Together with Francis 
Bigger and others he took over many social projects including taking what is now the Crown and 
Shamrock Inn and turned it from a ”place of ill repute” into a respectable temperance establishment. 
General William James Smythe, a brother of George presented the Smythe Cross, which stands in 
the churchyard, to the Church. This has been recognized as one of the finest modern Celtic crosses 
in Ireland and notably a mason who worked on its production was Joseph Brady, one of the Phoenix 
Park murderers. General Smythe’s niece was Lillian Bland of aeronautical fame who lived with him and 
his wife in Tobercoran House from where she advertised the sale of airplanes 
 During the nineteenth century the Parish was the home to more than its fair share of the great 
families of that era and many regularly attended Carnmoney Church. A walk through the churchyard 
is like a walk through the history of Belfast when it ranked as a world leader in industry.  Names like the 
Grimshaw who first brought the cotton industry to Ireland.  The Leppers, Thompsons and Campbells, 
all to be found in the churchyard, were amongst the owners of the great spinning and weaving mills 
of Newtownabbey and Belfast.  Henry Campbell was responsible for the building of the model village 
of Mossley where his employees lived and worked under conditions far superior to those found in 
most other parts of the country. On his death he bequeathed his substantial fortune to the building 
and endowment of Campbell College in Belfast.  Another of the Campbells, John lived at Rathfern 
and was also closely associated with Carnmoney Parish Church where his eldest son Howard was 
Parochial Treasurer, Synodsman and Parochial Nominator. A generous gift by another son Garrett, in 
memory of his son Lieut. Lawford Campbell who was killed in action in 1916, helped make possible 
the building of the War Memorial Parochial Hall which many will remember before the present hall. 
 Other famous names associated with the Parish include Sir Charles Lanyon MP, who served as 
Churchwarden. There are sever memorials to the Lanyon family in the Church including an ornate 
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bench seat in the Baptistery,  One of the most illustrious sons of the Parish must undoubtedly be 
Hugh McCalmont Cairns, baptized in the church in 1820, who was appointed Solicitor-general for 
England and then Attorney-general and Lord-justice of Appeal in 1866. He went on to become a 
Privy Councillor, Lord Chancellor and Disraeli’s right hand man. He led the Opposition in the House of 
Lords and strenuously opposed the Irish Church Act. Cairns was recognized as the greatest lawyer 
of his time but remained a staunch churchman and a lifelong Sunday School teacher.
 Not all our famous sons go back to the nineteenth century however.  That great, and still sadly 
missed, “character” Bob Dixon himself quite a celebrity with his famous Jazzmen, often told of a 
young local man called Billy Miller who he introduced to the Carnmoney Parish Church Drama Society. 
Billy wanted to “have a go at acting” and although Bob warned him that he would start as a stage-hand 
he was given a one line walk-on part in a play as a policeman. George Shields, the author of the play 
was with Bob during the performance in the Church Hall and even with such a small part he marked 
him out as a future star. Billy went on to act in the Lyric Theatre then to London where he befriended 
Michael Redgrave. George Shields was indeed right about him becoming a star, he changed his name 
to Stephen Boyd (some claim he got the name from Granny Boyd’s shop in Carnmoney) and the 
rest is history. He went to Hollywood and starred in many films the most famous being Ben Hur. For 
those who can remember back to that great radio soap, The McCooeys, which emptied the streets 
of Belfast every Saturday evening, Stephen acted the policeman in it with the catch phrase “I’m just 
making one or two enquiries” which Bob claimed was the line he used in the play in the Church Hall.  
 I could write a book, and perhaps I will someday, on the many personalities who lived within or were 
associated with Carnmoney Parish. Like Humpty Joe Bigger Nationalist politician, Thomas Gallagher 
the Tobacco King and James Mackie of engineering fame who lived at Hazelbank.  Nor were they all 
wealthy politicians or captains of industry. Who could forget Sadie Lee in her shop and Tearoom at 
the bottom of the Carnmoney Road? For all her eccentricities her visitors at the tearoom included 
great stars such as Burl Ives, Al Jolson and Gigli. Yes, from St Patrick to Sadie Lee, Carnmoney Parish 
has seen them all and hopefully will for at least the next fourteen hundred years.  Trevor Gibb

Bishops’ Intervention 
Set to Extend Gambling 
Protections Across UK

 Gambling rules in Northern Ireland could be 
brought into line with tighter standards in the 
rest of the UK, following an intervention by the 
Church of England.
 An amendment tabled in the House of 
Lords by the Bishop of St Albans, Alan Smith, 
opening the way for possible alignment in 
gambling regulation between Northern Ireland 
and mainland Britain has been accepted by the 
Government.
 The amendment adds gambling legislation 
to a number of areas on which the Government 
would be required to produce a report by 
September as part of moves to restore the 
devolved executive in Northern Ireland.
 The current inconsistency means that 
reforms introduced in mainland Britain - such as 
the cap on the maximum stake on Fixed Odds 
Betting Terminals (FOBTs) - do not apply in 
Northern Ireland.
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Note from Andy to Self!
I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day,

I’d rather one would walk with me than merely show the way;
The eye’s a better pupil, more willing than the ear,

Fine counsel is confusing, but example’s always clear;
The best of all the preachers are the men who live their creeds,

For to see good put in action is what everybody needs;
I soon can learn to do it if you let me see it done,

I can watch your hands in action but your tongue too fast may run;
The lectures you deliver may be very wise and true,

But I’d rather get my lessons by observing what you do;
I may not understand the high advice that you may give,

But there’s no misunderstanding how you act and how you live.
(Duncan Campbell)

All in the Month of September
It was:
 125 years ago, on 1st Sept 1894 that the General Post 
Office in the UK sanctioned the use of picture postcards 
and introduced a half-penny postage rate for them.  This 
led to a boom in picture postcards and the extensive 
photographic documentation of towns and landscapes.

 Also 125 years ago, on 28th Sept 1894 that the British 
retail chain Marks and Spencer was founded when Michael 
Marks acquired his first permanent stall in Leeds covered market and invited Thomas Spencer to 
become his business partner.

 100 years ago, on 12th Sept 1919 that Adolf Hitler joined the fledgling German Worker’s Part, 
which would later become the Nazi Party.

 80 years ago, on 1st Sept 1939 that Germany invaded Poland, beginning World War II.

 75 years ago, from 17th to 25th Sept 1944 that Operation Market Garden took place.  The 
Allies attempted a massive airborne invasion of German-occupied Netherlands but were forced to 
withdraw.  (The story was told in A Bridge too Far.)

 70 years ago, on 30th Sept 1949, the Berlin Airlift ended after 14 months and over 270,000 flights.

 65 years ago, on 29th Sep 1954 that CERN (the European Organization for Nuclear Research) was 
established in Geneva Switzerland.

 40 years ago, on 29th Sept 1979 that Pope John Paul II became the first pope to visit Ireland.

 15 years ago, from 1st to 3rd Sept, that the Beslan school hostage crisis took place in Russia.  
Armed terrorists took more than 1,100 children and adults hostage.  Russian security forces ended 
the crisis on the third day, entering the school with tanks and heavy weapons.  More than 300 hostages 
were killed, including 186 children, and hundreds more were injured.

 Also 15 years ago, on 30th Sept 2004 that the Iraq Survey Group released its final report (the 
Duelfer Report) on Iraq’s purported weapons of mass destruction programme, following the 2003 
invasion of Iraq.  It concluded that Iraq had not had any weapons of mass destruction since 1991.

 10 years ago, on 14th Sept 2009 that Keith Floyd, the British celebrity cook, television presenter, 
restauranteur and writer, died.
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Quality Produce - Quality Service

Finest Quality Produce
Beef, Lamb & Pork
Grade “A” Poultry

Cooked Foods
Seasonal Vegetables
Weekly Special Offers
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