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Following the Path
 It is hard to believe that the summer months have come and gone, and 
autumn is now beginning to show more of its colours in the trees every 
day. I hope that whatever we have been able to do in these months, there 
have been plenty of opportunities to enjoy refreshment and recreation 
with friends and family despite the usual mixed weather that the British 
summer entails. I greatly appreciated time and space to catch up with 
friends and get some necessary jobs done as well as having breaks at the 
north coast and a wonderful trip to Berlin. There was so much to see and do in Berlin that our short 
trip there only scratched the surface. 
 However, Berlin also provided me with one holiday experience that was both somewhat disturbing 
and also a source of some spiritual reflection. It came at the end of an enjoyable visit to their Sea Life 
Centre, Berlin’s equivalent of the Exploris Centre in Portaferry. The last room to visit was entitled 
‘Neptune’s Labyrinth’ and it was a truly bizarre and disorientating experience. The walls were mirrors, 
and every path seemed to end in a dead end of angled mirrors so that you just kept running into 
yourself so to speak. The experience for most was of heading into the labyrinth confidently only to 
end up back where you started, feeling very confused and befuddled by the many images of yourself 
and others in the mirrors. That was the disturbing part!
 Eventually one of the Centre’s staff appeared and was met with frantic queries about how to get 
out of that final room. He wouldn’t tell us, but he did say there was a way through if you followed the 
signs and walked straight ahead. The signs he meant were those green emergency exit signs which I 
had ignored because I thought they only led to a fire door. In fact, once you were put on the right path 
and if you trusted yourself to the signs rather than being distracted by all the images in the mirror, the 
way through opened up fairly easily. That was what produced the spiritual reflection. 
 Life often brings us experiences which feel confusing and disorientating, and it is easy to get 
distracted and lose the right path if we focus too much on those experiences or on ourselves. God 
has set signs along the way, and he has given clear instructions through scripture and messages of 
his Son Jesus on how we can stay on the path and find the way through. If we trust in him, he will lead 
us safely through, however difficult the path may be sometimes. 

       As we start back in the rhythm of church life 
this autumn, we have the chance to reaffirm our 
desire to follow the path that God has laid out 
for us. The first half of this year and the summer 
may have brought us joy or difficulty, but in every 
experience, God can be trusted to lead us into 
his purposes for us if we seek his presence and 
guidance. May we as individuals and as a church 
rejoice to walk in his ways and so come safely 
through to where he wants us to be. 
 With every blessing,
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Dear Parishioner

3 EASY WAYS TO
SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH

1. Set up a Monthly Standing Order with
your Bank. (Church Bank Details available

on request)

or

2. Forward your envelopes to the
address below 

or

3. Have your envelopes collected monthly

Roy Williams
5A Dorchester Gardens

Newtownabbey
BT36 5JJ

Tel: 90841752
Email roywilliams100@hotmail.com

Ordination of
Danielle McCullagh

 As we know, Danielle is to be ordained Deacon 
on Sunday 11th September at 3.30pm in St Anne’s 
Cathedral. I am sure many of us will wish to be 
there to support her on this important occasion. 
 If anyone would like to car-pool and travel 
together to St Anne’s, please come to the church 
hall car park for 2.30pm and we can sort out lifts 
from there. 
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Parish Register
Christian Burial

‘‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ” says the Lord

 27th  June William (Billy) Henry Gifford, Carwood Avenue
  Taken by the clergy at Fleming and Cuthbert Funeral Home, Ballyclare 
 28th June Janet Evans, Queens Park
 25th July Margaret (Maggie) Scott Davison, Carrick Manor Nursing Home
 27th August Gladys Elizabeth McCullagh,  St Brigid’s Fold

In Memoriam
 William (Billy) Henry Gifford - It was a great sadness to hear of Billy’s sudden passing in hospital at 
the end of June.  Happily married to Florence for many years, he was a devoted father and grandfather 
who spent all his married life in the same home in Carwood Avenue. He was brought up in St Jude’s 
parish on the Ormeau Road and for a time worshipped at St Brigid’s, but he has been a part of our 
church life for many years and was a very regular member of the evening congregation. His work in 
various local bakeries brought him into contact with a wide circle of people, and he loved the contact 
with the public that this involved. He was always cheerful and jolly and willing to help in any way he 
could. It was typical of him that, even in his final illness, he was concerned to make arrangements for 
the tasks he had undertaken for the church. He will be missed by all of us and most deeply of course 
by his immediate family and friends. We assure them all of our prayers at this sad time.  
 Janet Evans - Janet Evans, loving daughter to Ruby and mother to Fiona, Kelly and Robert,  died 
suddenly at her home in Queens Park on 23rd June. A service of thanksgiving for her life was held in the 
parish church on Saturday 28th June, and afterwards to Belfast Crematorium. Janet has predeceased 
her mother Ruby and sister Shirley. Janet, born to Ruby and Charlie Andrews in 1956, attended 
Carnmoney Primary School and then Hopefield Secondary, after which she worked in Muckamore 
Abbey until she married Norman Evans in Carnmoney Parish Church. Janet was happiest when she 
was surrounded by her family - her three children, eight grandchildren and three great grandchildren 
with another on the way - the first girl great grandchild - she was excited about that and it is lovely 
that she knew that it was to be a little girl. Janet was good fun, a good listener, a welcoming friend, a 
good daughter, mother and grandmother. Her family will remember her as  inclusive, compassionate, 
non judgemental and loving. We give thanks to God for her life and for all  the memories which family 
and friends will cherish. Janet’s  loss will be deeply felt by her family and friends and we extend our 
condolences to them all and commend them to your prayers.
 Margaret (Maggie) Scott Davison - Maggie Davison, who passed away in late July at the age of 
98, had lived for many years in Queens Park until health issues made independent living too difficult. 
She was married to Jim and widowed over 20 years, but they brought up a large family of 7 children in 
North Belfast, rooted in St Mary’s on the Crumlin Road. A number of their adult children had settled 
in Carnmoney, and so Mary and Jim moved to 
be closer to them. The family then built up a link 
with Carnmoney Parish with family weddings and 
baptisms in the church, though many of Maggie’s 
large family are now scattered much further 
afield. However, when it became clear in July that 
Maggie’s earthly life was drawing to a close, it was 
natural to the family to want to return to their 
roots in this parish to have her funeral held here. 
Although I only saw Maggie on a few occasions in 
this last illness, it was a privilege to celebrate this 
long and well-lived life with her extended family 

continued on page 8
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Diary for September
Thursday 1st September 7.30-9pm  Parish Fellowship Group meeting in the Memorial Room. 

Open session on the ministry of healing led by our lay 
reader Valerie Murray. All welcome.

Sunday 4th September  15th Sunday After Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Parish Communion
  6.30pm Evening Prayer

Monday 5th September 7.30pm Parish Bowling Club restarts in the church hall

Tuesday 6th September 7.45pm Select Vestry

Wednesday 7th September 12 noon 15-20 minute prayer time in church
  7-7.45pm  Information evening in the Memorial Room for anyone 

considering Confirmation in 2017
  8.00pm Choir practice restarts

Sunday 11th September  16th Sunday After Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am  Morning Prayer & restart of Faith Factory

Tuesday 13th September 8.00pm Church of Ireland Men’s Society

Thursday 15th September  6.30pm Church Girls Brigade restarts
  8.00pm  Healing Service

Sunday 18th September  17th Sunday After Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Family Service

Thursday 22nd September 8.00pm Pastoral Care Team meet at the Glebe

Sunday 25th September  18th Sunday After Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Morning Prayer & Faith Factory

Tuesday 27th September 7.30pm Mothers’ Union -  topic, Second Bloom

Sunday 2nd October  19th Sunday After Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Parish Communion & Faith Factory
  6.30pm Evening Prayer

Fellowship Group Meeting
Thursday 1st September 7.30-9pm Memorial Room

 The first Thursday in September falls very early in the month, so we will start our autumn meetings 
with a more informal ‘any questions’ style session. Carol and I are aware that the ministry of healing 
raises many questions for most of us, so we thought the topic of Christian healing would be good 
for such a session. Our lay reader, Valerie Murray, is also very involved with Divine Healing Ministries, 
so she has agreed to give some initial input on the theme from her long experience in that ministry. 
There will also be plenty of time for questions and more general discussion on the topic. Please come 
and share both your experiences and your questions. 

Bowling Club
 The Parish Bowling Club resumes at 7.30pm on Monday 5th September, and a welcome is extended
to everyone for a new season of bowling in the church hall. We welcome all our regular members and
extend an invitation to any new bowlers who wish to join with us on Monday nights.
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Readings
Date Morning Evening
4th September Philemon 1:21 Isaiah 43:14-44:5
 Luke 14:25-33 John 5:30-47
11th September Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 No Evening Service
 1 Timothy 1:12-17
18th September Family Service No Evening Service
25th September Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 No Evening Service
 1 Timothy 6:6-19
2nd October 2 Timothy 1:1-14 Nehemiah 5:1-13
 Luke 17:5-10 John 9

Readers
Date Morning Evening
4th September Mr N. Arnott Mr J. Steen
11th September Mrs J. Lardie No Evening Service
18th September Family Service ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
25th September Mrs S. Earley ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
2nd October Mrs A. Brandon Mr J. Fenton

* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

Flower Rota
4th Sept.  ......................................  Marie McKeen
11th Sept.  ....................................  Anna Brandon 
18th Sept.  .............................................................
25th Sept.  ........................ Mr & Mrs M. Courtney
Flower arranger - Mrs Anne Campbell 9084 3505

F.W.O. Counters
4th Sept.  ........................................  Mr T. Prenter
11th Sept.  ....................................  Mrs M. Nelson
18th Sept.  ....................................  Mrs Fitzgerald
25th Sept.  ................................  Mrs M. Robinson

Restoration Counters
4th Sept.  ..................................... Mr M. Atkinson
11th Sept.  .................................. Mrs L. Hamilton
18th Sept.  ..................................  Mrs E. Roulston
25th Sept.  .......................................... Mrs M. Hall

Elevenses
*  Georgie Gibb, Barbara Haslett, Eileen 

Roulston, Barbara Talbot.
*  Responsible for shopping and 

organising.
Georgie Gibb  Tel: 028 9083 6967



Noon Day Prayers - Wednesday 7th  September
 Please join us in church at midday in our monthly time of prayer for the parish and the community.  
This is a short reflective time of prayer and all are welcome.

Faith Factory
     We look forward to welcoming all our children and young people back to Faith Factory on Sunday 
11th September for a new year.

Confirmation 2017
 The next opportunity for a Confirmation service in our parish could be 2017. Any young people 
or adults considering Confirmation are therefore invited to attend an information evening on 
Wednesday 7th September 7-7.45pm in the Memorial Room so that we can discuss what is involved 

and possible dates for a Confirmation service and 
preparation classes. It is important that for any 
young people considering Confirmation, at least 
one parent also attends the session.

Safeguarding Trust Training
    As mentioned in last month’s magazine, the 
annual training evening for children’s leaders will 
be postponed to await new guidelines following 
revised legislation in this area. We will arrange 
this training evening when further information 
becomes available.
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 Mothers’ Union will recommence on Tuesday evening 27th September at 7.30pm, meeting in the 
Memorial Room (Our church service will be held in January 2017). As always, new members are  warmly 
welcomed to come along.   Joan Killen, Branch Chairperson

as we commended her to God’s merciful keeping. A loving wife, mother, grandmother and great 
grandmother, she was deeply loved herself and will be greatly missed by all who knew her. We assure 
them of our continuing prayers in their loss.
 Gladys Elizabeth McCullagh - It was a shock to hear in the final weeks of August that Gladys 
McCullagh had suffered a major heart attack from which she was never to recover.  Though originally 
from Keady in Co. Armagh, she moved, first to Belfast, and then to this area many years ago with 
her husband Edgar, always known as Edgie. She was rooted firmly in the Church of Ireland and 
worshipped in St Mary Magdalene and here, initially in St Brigid’s Parish, before becoming settled in 
the parish church. When she was widowed 22 years ago the Rector of St Brigid’s, Jim Martin, was 
able to offer Gladys a flat in the Fold.  In her characteristic way she has been a very active part of Fold 
life ever since. Gladys has also been a very central part of our church life together with her daughter 
Lavinia Beck and son Alan and their families for many years. She has lived out her deep faith with 
energy and integrity and faith was the bedrock and foundation of her life.  She has had a long and 
active life rooted in family, church and the wider community, with involvement in her later years both 
in the Glengormley Forum and the Senior Citizens’ Parliament.  She has been a loving wife, mother, 
grandmother and great grandmother and a true friend and will be missed not just by her large family 
but in our church and many in the wider community. Our prayers are with all those close to her as they 
release her into God’s gracious keeping.
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Recycling for Restoration Fund
 This month we raised £10 from books. Ensure clean clothing, including shoes (in 
pairs), hats, belts, handbags, bed linen and curtains (no duvets, pillows or cushions) 
are left in the church hall, and please do not put any other items, such as ornaments 
or books, in clothing bags. Scrap metal, including aluminium and steel cans 
(preferably in separate bags), electrical items, including leads, cables and any items 
with wiring attached, such as phones and chargers, can be left at 7 Glebecoole 
Park (please call Maurice or Doreen on 9084 4093 to ensure someone is at home before delivering 
items as bags left are liable to be taken by other collectors or draw unwanted attention if we are 
away at night. Also, please do not put any glass in bags of scrap metal.     Maurice Atkinson

Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 It seems like only a day or two ago I was wishing everyone a pleasant 
summer, and here we are now starting our autumn programme. Is it just me, 
or does the summer seem to go in quicker for everyone each year?
 The new season hits off on Tuesday 13th September at 8.00pm with 
what I know is going to be another interesting and entertaining programme, 
coupled with our usual good fellowship. Our first night is one not to be 
missed; it “stars” our own Rev. Carol who has been persuaded to give another of her renowned 
presentations. Anyone who has attended any of Carol’s talks in the past will know they are certainly 
never dull, and you just never know what she is going to surprise us with next. They are always 
entertaining, informative and above all spiritual. She has spoken previously on her experiences 
working with shipping companies and travelling by train up through South America, so what will she 
enthral us with this time? Well you’ll just have to come along and see.
 We hope to see you all back on the 13th September and I would like to make a special plea to all 
those men in the Parish who are not members, to come along and see what the Men’s Society has 
to offer.  We would particularly like to see some of the younger men as our programme caters for all 
ages, and it is only one night a month. So go ahead then, come along, you never know, you might even 
enjoy yourself.   Trevor Gibb, Hon. Secretary

2 ............ 90
10 .......... 135
13 .......... 31
15 .......... 208
17 .......... 30
18 .......... 17
21 .......... 125
22 .......... 15
25 .......... 20
37 .......... 35
39 .......... 130
44 .......... 96
46 .......... 125
47 .......... 140
50 .......... 54
52 .......... 55

53 .......... 15
54 .......... 52
56 .......... 90
58 .......... 5
59 .......... 30
61 .......... 5
66 .......... 77
68 .......... 55
70 .......... 39
76 .......... 8
80 .......... 80
81 .......... 30
82 .......... 12
84 .......... 25
87 .......... 72
90 .......... 50

94 .......... 53
99 .......... 3
104 ........ 40
110 ........ 80
111 ........ 28
116 ........ 40
117 ........ 13
118 ........ 10
119 ........ 48
121 ........ 60
123 ........ 11
125 ........ 220
131 ........ 10
133 ........ 43
134 ........ 60
140 ........ 18

145 ........ 45
147 ........ 130
150 ........ 55
156 ........ 125
157 ........ 150
158 ........ 30
159 ........ 70
161 ........ 35
162 ........ 250
165 ........ 1
166 ........ 20
168 ........ 75
174 ........ 60
175 ........ 40
177 ........ 35
182 ........ 120

184 ........ 35
187 ........ 127
188 ........ 8
189 ........ 82
192 ........ 20
195 ........ 25
198 ........ 50
200 ........ 125
201 ........ 38
205 ........ 10
206 ........ 280
207 ........ 125
210 ........ 67
220 ........ 60
224 ........ 48
233 ........ 80

236 ........ 52
239 ........ 96
241 ........ 73
244 ........ 40
245 ........ 12
248 ........ 230
265 ........ 125
282 ........ 23
287 ........ 80
292 ........ 30
297 ........ 189

No. £ No. £ No. £ No. £ No. £ No. £

Carnmoney Parish Church Restoration Fund 2016
Below is a summary of the contributions for the 6 months up to 30th June 2016

The total amount received was £6,059 and we thank everyone who contributed for their continuing support.
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Pray for the Following Families in September
4th Sept. - Reid (Glenwell A), Robinson (Sandyholme P), Roulston (Millchurch M), 
Scott (Ardrigh F), Seed, Seville.
11th Sept. - Roulston (Archvale D), Scott (Carolhill R), Sheppard, Siberry, Skeats, 
Smith, Smyth (Doagh R).
18th Sept. - Scott (Ashford L), Smyth (Church C), Sommerville, Speers, Spence 
(Church C), Stanford, Steen.
25th Sept. - Spence (Ravensdale), Stevenson, Stewart (Ashwood NH), Stewart (Wynnland G), 
Stewart (Queens G).

Back to School - Facing That First Day
 No matter how old we are, we can probably 
remember our first day at school – being left at the 
door, meeting children we did not know, separated 
from the adults we did know and had trusted since the 
day we were born. But on the other hand, there was 
the excitement: a big step along the road of life, new 
friends to make, another adult to become important in 
our lives. Yes, quite a lot to handle when you’re rising 
five!
 And that’s what hundreds of thousands of children 
are going to experience this month. Parents may 
have prepared them for it, and they may in a slightly 
apprehensive way be looking forward to it, but it 
must feel to the five year old like a massive step into 
the unknown. Not much less is the anxiety of mum, 
who leaves her precious child, proudly resplendent in their new school uniform, in the Reception 
classroom. Will he or she suddenly panic and cry for that familiar parental cuddle? Will they feel 
abandoned in an alien setting? Will they like the teacher?
 Of course we’ll be praying for them, and we know that like millions of others before them they 
will very probably eventually decide that their school-days were the best of their lives. But end of 
class can’t come soon enough for mum on that first day! How wonderful when they come running 
out, laughing and excited, clutching a piece of paper with some obscure crayon marks on it – written 
evidence of their first day’s education.

Church Girls’ Brigade
 The CGB will commence on Thursday 15th September at 6.30pm. The Martins, our youngest age 
group, accept girls who are nursery school age, ie. in the year before they start Primary One.
 Five of our girls have an exciting start to the Brigade year as they will be travelling to England 
with the Ulster Regiment Team to take part in the Hockey and Athletics National Finals at the end of 
September.

Christmas Choir
 Our very successful Christmas Carol Choir returns again. We 
are hoping to hold two rehearsals on Wednesday 12th October and 
Wednesday 16th November and will organise visits to residential 
homes in December.
 It was a joy last year for both choir members and the residents we 
sang for, so I can’t wait to see last year’s crew and  welcome everyone 
else.
 For more information contact Joyce Lardie.
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Carnmoney Reflections
Joseph Gillis Bigger (Humpy Joe)

 In the churchyard at the rear of the church is a large 
stone monument marking the last resting place of Joseph 
Gillis Bigger, often referred to as Humpy Joe, one of the 
most controversial politicians ever to represent an Irish 
constituency at Westminster.  The grave also contains the 
remains of his mother, Isabella Houston, from Ballyearl and 
his father, Joe Bigger, of Mallusk, a prominent and wealthy 
protestant business man.  
 Born in 1828, as a young man he had a serious fall from a 
horse which left him with a deformed shoulder which gave rise 
to the nickname Humpy Joe.  On first seeing the little grey 
whiskered Irishman with the piercing eyes and deformity, 
Disraeli was prompted to ask what would now be classed as 
a politically incorrect question, ”Is that a Leprechaun?”   
 Joe’s first steps into politics were in the Belfast election of 
1868 when he campaigned for the Orange Order’s candidate 
against the establishment’s Conservative candidate. The 
Order’s candidate Johnston was popular with working class protestants having just been released 
from prison for breaking the Party Processions Act (some things never change).
 As Joe became more involved in politics, he was elected to the Town Council and Chairman of 
the Water Board but became unpopular with many of his contemporaries by becoming a supporter 
of Home Rule.  Such was his awkward nature that it is said that he just changed his politics to annoy 
his family, and if he had been born a Nationalist he would have become a Unionist.  In 1874 he was 
elected Nationalist MP for Cavan and took his seat at Westminster where with Parnell he became 
one of the most hated men in England.  Parnell said of him “to be vilified by English politicians is to 
be complemented, for when the English begin to praise you, examine your conscience.” When a 
Coercian Bill to solve the problem of Fenianism was being discussed he spoke for over four hours 
until most of his opposition had left the chamber.  He then called for a vote. Unfortunately for him 
the other members realised what he was doing and rushed back in to cast their vote. He continued 
to speak until the impatient Speaker eventually stated “The honourable member’s remarks have not 
for some time reached me”.  Joe moved up to the Leader of the Opposition’s position and declared 
“As you have not heard me Sur I’ll come nearer to you” and carried on. He is reputed to be the person 
who was responsible for the term “filibuster” being introduced into parliamentary language, meaning 
the delaying or prevention of legislation by means of long and irrelevant speech.  As a renowned 
obstructionist politician, on one notable occasion he caused the Prince of Wales and the German 
Ambassador to be removed from the public gallery by the parliamentary ruse of “Espying strangers”. 
On another occasion during a late night sitting he sat on the bench behind the Prime Minister with a 
foot up at each side of his head. When someone mentioned to Disraeli how unparliamentary this was, 
he replied “yes, it seems I now suffer from both foot and mouth disease”.   
 Three years after taking his parliamentary seat, Joe Bigger became a Roman Catholic on hearing 
a sermon by the Dominican, Father Tom Burke. News of this was reported in the press and his father 
sent him the cutting and a scrap of paper on which was written “Dear son, is this true?” to which he 
replied on the same piece of paper “Dear father, it is.”
 Despite his politics and change of religion, Joe Bigger was held in the highest esteem by the 
working classes and when he died on 19th February 1890 his funeral was said to be one of the largest 
and most democratic ever seen in Belfast.  As it made its way up the Antrim Road from St Patrick’s 
Chapel to Carnmoney Churchyard thousands turned out to mourn Humpy Joe, a Nationalist who had 
fought on Orange principles.   Trevor Gibb




