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Reflections from the Glebe House
“I was just thinking...”

 …. It’s rather weird trying to write an article for the new year when 
there’s still a week to go until Christmas Day; but such is the magazine 
deadline in December! However having said that, there is a story that 
straddles both Christmas and the Epiphany in January: The story of the 
Wise Men. Almost every school nativity play (including our fantastic 
Faith Factory production on 16th December) portrays that there 
were 3 wise men. This is because 3 gifts are mentioned, therefore it’s 
reasonable to surmise that they brought one each. However, the bible is 
vague on how many wise men there were; actually there could have been quite a large party of them 
travelling over the desert to see Jesus!
 As we enter the new year, maybe there are 2 lessons that we can learn from their journey and 
their worship which could also act as Christian New Year resolutions for us in 2019. Firstly, their 
desire to seek the truth led them way beyond their comfort zones in that journey to Jesus. They 
were willing to step out in faith, not knowing where the star would lead them and what adventures 
and dangers lay ahead. So often we play safe in life and settle for home comforts, but maybe in 
this new year as we seek to build God’s kingdom at Carnmoney, God may call us to step out into 
the unknown in some way and do something that we’ve never done before as we play our part in 
contributing to the life of our church. That call (or challenge) will be different for each one of us and 
will feel scary at times, but as our loving father, inevitably he has our best interests in mind, and as 
well as experiencing his provision, we will grow both spiritually and personally as we step out, trust 
and obey that still small voice within us.
 Secondly, the wise men also offered Jesus their precious gifts. In the same way, maybe we can ask 
ourselves, “What can we offer to Jesus this year?” We’ve all been given different gifts and abilities; like 
the wise men, can we kneel before Christ and offer them to him to use in his service this year? So often 
churches are rather like cruise liners with a small group running around frantically doing all the work 
whilst the majority just sit back and enjoy the ride. My vision for Carnmoney is that we increasingly 
become like a well-run battleship in which there are no passengers, but everyone is using their God-
given gifts, offering them to the life of their church. What you have to offer will be different than anyone 
else, and if given to God, can enrich life for others in both our church and this community.

 The final verse of the carol: ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ puts it perfectly:
  What can I give him, poor as I am?
  If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb.
  If I were a wise man I would do my part,
  Yet what I have I give him, give my heart.
 The wise men sought Jesus: wise men (and women) still do! I am really excited about what God 
wants to do amongst us as we move into the future. However, it must be a team effort: everyone has 
a part to play. Can you give God and his church that gift of your heart and service, as we journey into 
an exciting future this year, becoming all that he wants us to be?

4

Elevenses
*  Linda Smith, Doreen Atkinson, Barbara 

Macklin, Shirley Gorman.
*  Responsible for shopping and 

organising.
Georgie Gibb - Tel: 9083 6967
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Parish Register
Holy Baptism

‘ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit ’
 9th December Emilie Watkinson, Newtownabbey

Holy Matrimony
‘ Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder ‘

 7th December Carole King and Paul McBratney. Service led by Rev. Nigel Baylor

Data Protection
 I’m sure you know that the new Data Protection Act came into force in May last year, and I suspect 
that many organisations before and since then have been asking for your permission to continue to 
use your personal data. Unfortunately, Carnmoney Church is not exempt from this Act, and along 
with all other organisations big and small, we now have to consider the processes we have in place 
to protect the personal details we hold and make sure that others cannot obtain this information 
without your consent.
 A small subgroup of the Select Vestry has been reading up on the Act, and some time was spent 
discussing how we should proceed at our last Select Vestry meeting in December. To cut a very 
long story short, we have concluded that we will now have to begin the process of checking that 
you are happy for us to continue holding your personal data, and therefore we will be sending out a 
form to all our parishioners with the February magazine which we would ask you to fill in and return 
to either a box in church, your magazine distributor, or by post to the Vicar. This form will give us 
permission to continue to hold your details and will outline the ways you are happy for us to continue 
communicating with you. It will also fulfil the additional aim of ensuring that our records are as up to 
date as possible.
 As you can imagine, this will be a long and laborious, process but we need to take our 
responsibilities seriously and make sure we come under the conditions of the new Data Protection 
Act. It is very important therefore that we try to get everyone’s form back as, without your 
permission, we may have to remove your details from our church list which will also mean we will be 
unable to communicate with you and continue to send the Carnmoney Review to you. 
 If you are interested in learning more, both the Church and Church Hall notice boards now 
contain a black poster outlining how the new Data Protection Regulations work and also our own 
Church Data Privacy Notice which will explain how we will be seeking to meet the conditions in these 
regulations. Everyone who now holds a list of church members will also need to ensure that these 
are kept locked away or else held on a password protected computer.
 Thanking you in advance for your cooperation.  Rev. Andy Heber

Fellowship Group
Thursday 3rd January at 7:30pm

 Start the new year off with a spring clean of your faith. We will be discussing what discipleship 
means and finishing the evening with a short act of worship based on the Methodist Covenant 
Service, in which we can renew our commitment to God.  Everybody is welcome.

Healing Service 
 The January Healing Service will be on Thursday 17th at 8.00pm, with  Intercessors meeting at 
7.30pm. Have you ever thought of joining our intercessors team?  It’s not as scary as it sounds; you 
would not be expected to pray out loud.  You would make a commitment to pray daily for those on your 
list.  If you think this is a way for you to put your faith in action, then please come along or talk it over 
with the Andy or Carol.
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Diary for January
Thursday 3rd January 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm Memorial Room - Fellowship Group (see page 5)

Sunday 6th January  The Epiphany
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion & Faith Factory

Tuesday 8th January 8.00pm Memorial Room - Men’s Society (Movie Night)

Thursday 10th January 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B

Sunday 13th January  The Baptism of Our Lord
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am  Morning Prayer and Faith factory

Thursday 17th January 8.00pm Healing Service (Intercessors meet at 7.30pm)

Sunday 20th January  2nd Sunday after Epiphany
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Family Service

Tuesday 22nd January 2.30pm Church - Mothers’ Union Opening Service

Thursday 24th January 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B

Sunday 27th January  3rd Sunday after Epiphany
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Morning Prayer with Holy Baptism, Faith Factory

Sunday 3rd February  The Presentation of Christ
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion & Faith Factory

Knitting B
 Our numbers are still growing - 
but there’s room for YOU!  Thursday 
mornings at 10.30am in the Memorial 
Room.  Call in for a visit, even if you don’t 
knit. You will see from the photograph 
of our Christmas lunch at the Mill, 
that we are really quite a jolly lot! We 
recommence on Thursday 3rd January.

Select Vestry
 Vestry members, please note that there is no Vestry meeting 
in January. The next meeting will be on Tuesday 5th February - 
7.30pm in the Memorial Room.

“It’ll be interesting to see if anyone 
has the nerve to claim them.”

Prayer for Wisdom and Light
Father of all,
You gave Jesus to be the light of the whole world. Help us to receive 
His light and to reflect it. Help us not to limit the extent of your love 
by the restrictions of our own understanding. Give us wisdom to look 
upwards and outwards and to allow your Holy Spirit to transform us 
day by day as we serve you. Thank you for the gift of wisdom and for 
those who respond to your prompting to find Jesus.
In His name, Amen.   (by Daphne Kitching)
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6th January  ...................... The Beckinsale family
13th January  ............................. Renee Norwood

20th January  ......................................................... 
27th January.................................  Anna Brandon

Readings  &  Readers
Date Readings Reader
6th January Isaiah 60:1-6 ..................................... Mr T. Prenter 
 Matthew 2:1-12
13th January Isaiah 43:1-7 ..................................... Mrs J. Crilly
 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
20th January (Family Service) 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 ...................... Faith Factory Children
 John 2:1-11
27th January 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 .................... Mrs S. Early 
 Luke 4:14-21
3rd February 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 ...................... Mrs E. Steenson 
 Luke 2:22-40

* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

F.W.O. Counters
6th January  ..................................... Mr J. Fenton
13th January  ............................  Mrs M. Robinson
20th January  ................................. Mrs E. Nelson
27th January...............................  Mr J. Magowan

Restoration Counters
6th January  ....................  Mr & Mrs J. Terrington
13th January  .............................. Mrs E. Roulston
20th January  .............................  Mrs L. Hamilton
27th January....................................  Mr J. Walker

Flower Rota

Flower arranger - Marie McKeen 9084 9822

Dear Parishioner

3 EASY WAYS TO
SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH

1. Set up a Monthly Standing Order with
your Bank. (Church Bank Details available

on request)

or

2. Forward your envelopes to the
address below 

or

3. Have your envelopes collected monthly

Roy Williams
5A Dorchester Gardens

Newtownabbey
BT36 5JJ

Tel: 90841752
Email roywilliams100@hotmail.com
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Confirmation Course
 Our Confirmation Course will be commencing in January and is open to any teenagers 14 or over 
who would like to get confirmed this summer when the Bishop will be visiting Carnmoney on Sunday 
23rd June. The Course (led by Andy and Carol) will be run on Sunday afternoons (4-5.15pm) in the 
Glebe House and will consist of 7 sessions looking at Christian belief and how it is worked out in 
practice.

 The dates and subjects will be as follows:
  Sunday 13th January: Introductions and God: Does he exist, who is he?
  Sunday 20th January: Jesus: Who is he?
  Sunday 3rd February: Jesus: What he did and why?
  Sunday 10th February: The Holy Spirit
  Sunday 17th February: What is a Christian? How do you become one?
  Sunday 3rd March:  Learning to Pray; Reading the Bible 
  Sunday 10th March: Belonging to the Church + The Confirmation Service

 So far we have a group of 5 young people, but if anyone else would like to join us, please contact 
the Vicar on 028 9083 6337. If any adults would like to consider getting confirmed, please also speak 
to the vicar and an adult course can be arranged.

An Additional Note from the Vicar
 Lynne and I just wanted to thank everyone who has made us feel so welcome, doing so much to 
help us in the whole settling in process over these last 2 months. We’ve been touched by the warmth 
of the welcome and the many acts of kindness which has made it very quickly feel very much like home 
here! I personally also want to thank everyone who has welcomed me into their homes and shared 
with me their stories as I’ve begun visiting over the last 2 months (not to mention the many cups of tea 
and coffee and the delicious tray bakes!). It has felt a real privilege! If I haven’t already knocked on your 
door, I hope to do so in the near future as I continue the process of getting to know parishioners and 
finding out the needs and wishes within the parish.
     Thank you also to everyone who has returned their questionnaires (included in the November 
magazine). They make fascinating reading and will be invaluable in helping us collectively to assess 
the needs and priorities as we begin the process of discussing God’s vision for our future after Easter. 
If you haven’t already returned your questionnaire, there is still time! Your views are important and 
will be considered, whether you are a regular, occasional or non-church attender. Questionnaires can 
either be left in the box in church or else posted to 20 Glebe Road. Please do contact Andy if you’ve 
mislaid your original questionnaire and would like another.

World Day of Prayer
 Everything is ready and the invitation is for everyone - men, women, and children of all ages, to 
join this Day of Prayer.* Women of Slovenia, one of the smallest and youngest countries in Europe, 
have prepared this year’s service and they encourage us to reflect on the barriers they have faced 
since the end of the Second World War when their country was a part of Yugoslavia, a Marxist socialist 
republic. They share the challenges they have met and the hopes they have for the future.
 World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church organisation which enables us to hear the 
thoughts of women from all parts of the world: their hopes, concerns and prayers. The preparation for 
the day is vast. An international committee is based in New York and there are national committees in 
each participating country. Regional conferences meet to consider the service and then local groups 
make their plans. Finally, in Glengormley Presbyterian Church on Friday 1st March at 10.30am, people 
will gather to celebrate the service prepared by the women of Slovenia.
 The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 120 countries. It begins in Samoa and prayer in native 
languages travels throughout the world - through Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe, and the 
Americas, before finishing in American Samoa some 38 hours later.
* For further information and resources, together with details of other services, see the WDP website: www.wwdp.org.uk
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Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 The Men’s Breakfast on Saturday 8th December was as enjoyable as ever. 
It was well attended, and it was especially nice to see so many visitors there. A 
hearty breakfast was cooked by members, including Andy our new Vicar, who 
showed he was very adept with a frying pan. As usual, the kitchen was a photo 
free area in order to avoid any evidence of hidden kitchen skills getting out.
 After the breakfast, our speaker was Chris Phillips, Church Relations Manager for the charity 
Open Doors, which helps persecuted Christians throughout the world. Chris’s presentation was both 
inspiring and heart rending as he showed us what many Christians in other countries were subjected 
to for their faith. I believe he really helped all of us to realise that, although we may complain at times, 
how fortunate we are to live in the society we do. As is our custom, a collection was made after the 
meal, and £270 was presented to Chris for the work of Open Doors.
 Tuesday 8th January will be our first meeting of the New Year, so hopefully, more men from the 
Parish (or beyond) will make it their New Year resolution to come along and join us on the second 
Tuesday of the month for an evening of fellowship and good craic. Kick off the year with our Movie 
Night, so keep some of the Christmas chocs and stock up on the popcorn. As usual, those present 
will choose the film from a selection on the night, but already it has been hinted by some that a John 
Wayne western would go down well. So, we will see. 
 The committee would like to wish all our members, and indeed all those who have supported us on 
our open nights, a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.  Trevor Gibb, Hon. Secretary

Stunning New £2million Bible-and-Art Website
 If you want to enjoy art with your Bible reading, then visit the stunning new £2-million Bible-and-art 
website, ‘The Visual Commentary on the Bible’ (https://thevcs.org/) which was launched late last year. 
 ‘The Visual Commentary on the Bible’ matches three works of art with passages of Scripture.  Each 
triptych has been chosen by a theologian or an art historian, who also provides a short commentary 
on the picture, relating it to the Bible verses.  The images on the site are high-resolution, and with the 
powerful zoom facility, users can enjoy the artworks in great detail. The site is free to use and is funded 
by Roberta and Howard Ahmanson, the US billionaire philanthropists, and draws on the expertise of 
the Department of Theology and Religious Studies at King’s College, London.

Help Our Hedgehogs - Or Lose Them Forever
 The UK has lost half of its hedgehog population since the year 2000.  The Christian conservation 
charity, A Rocha UK, is out to stop the decline. ‘Project Hedgehog’ is one result, a joint initiative 
between A Rocha UK and the Lea Brook Valley Project. ‘Project Hedgehog’ provides purpose-built, 
cat-proof hedgehog boxes for private gardens. There are also detailed information leaflets on how 
to make gardens hedgehog-friendly.  ‘We need to do this, for God, for nature and for people - and we 
need your help,’ says Andy Atkins, CEO of A Rocha UK.
 If you could help hedgehogs, visit:  https://arocha.org.uk/

Pray for the Following 
Families in January

6th Jan. - Adams, Adrain, Albury, Allen, Arnott, 
Ashbridge, Atkinson, Baird (Vaddegan R).
13th Jan. - Baird (H’brook), Barefield, Bates, 
Beacom, Beasant, Beattie, Beck, Beckinsale.  
20th Jan. - Baird (F’dale P), Beggs 
(F’view R), Bell, Bloomfield, Bond, 
Bradbury, Brandon, Brett, Briggs.
27th Jan. - Baird (W’well R), Beggs 
(B’henry C), Brown (R’ston R), Browne.
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Recycling for Restoration Fund
   We have raised £67.50 for books (£50 of this was for books for the Bullit Hotel library, 
who also donated the voucher for the draw at the Craft fair). Please keep collecting non-
magnetic scrap metal, electric wiring, leads, cables, motors and aluminium drinks cans ( 
no glass in bags please).
 Please leave scrap at 7 Glebecoole Park. (Please call Maurice or Doreen on 028 9084 4093 before 
calling). Doreen and I would like to wish everyone a happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year and 
thank everyone for contributing their recycling each month.     Maurice Atkinson

The Naming of Jesus
 It is Matthew and Luke who tell the story of how the angel instructed that Mary’s baby was to be 
named Jesus - a common name meaning ‘saviour’.  The Church recalls the naming of Jesus on 1st 
January - eight days after 25 December (by the Jewish way of reckoning days).  For in Jewish tradition, 
the male babies were circumcised and named on their eighth day of life.
 For early Christians, the name of Jesus held a special significance. In Jewish tradition, names 
expressed aspects of personality. Jesus’ name permeated His ministry, and it does so today:  we are 
baptised in the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38), we are justified through the name of Jesus (1 Cor 6:11); 
and God the Father has given Jesus a name above all others (Phil 2:9).  All Christian prayer is through 
‘Jesus Christ our Lord’, and it is ‘at the name of Jesus’ that one day every knee shall bow.

 Have You Ever Wondered Where the Name ‘Jesus’ Comes From?   
 The name Jesus is a transliteration of a name that occurs in several languages.  It is of Hebrew 
origin, ‘Yehosua’, or Joshua.  Or there is the Hebrew-Aramaic form, ‘Yesua’.  In Greek, it became                
‘                  ’ (Iēsoûs),  and in Latin it became ‘Iesus’.    
 The meaning of the name is ‘Yahweh delivers’ or ‘Yahweh rescues’, or ‘Yahweh is salvation’.   No 
wonder the angel Gabriel in Luke 1:26-33 told Mary to name her baby Jesus: “because He will save His 
people from their sins.” 

The Conversion of St Paul
 January is a month of the beginning of great 
things!  As well as the naming of the Son of God, we 
celebrate the conversion of the greatest ever apostle 
of the Christian faith.  Many books have been written 
on Paul, and here is the briefest of introductions.
 He was a Jew, born as ‘Saul’ at Tarsus, and brought 
up by the rabbi Gamaliel as a Pharisee.  A devout, 
fanatical Jew, Saul persecuted the Christians, 
and watched with satisfaction the first Christian 
martyrdom, the stoning of Stephen.  Then, on his way 
to Damascus, Saul had a vision of Christ that stopped 
him, literally, in his tracks.  He realised that this Jesus 
whom he was persecuting was in fact the Messiah for 
whom he had longed.  
 Saul changed overnight.  He took a new name, Paul, and became an evangelist for the cause 
of Christ.  He became a leader in the early Church, and his special calling was as an apostle to the 
Gentiles.  He wrote many epistles to the young churches he founded - and thus, inadvertently, wrote 
a great part of the New Testament.   
 Life as the greatest apostle was hardly full of perks: he was stoned, beaten, mobbed, homeless, 
hated, imprisoned, and finally martyred.  Tradition has it that he was beheaded in Rome during the 
persecution of Nero in AD 64, and buried where the basilica of St Paul ‘outside the walls’ now stands.  
His mighty faith in Christ has kindled similar belief in many hundreds of millions of people down the 
centuries.
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Email: andyshardwarestore@hotmail.com

A.C. Meats
Unit 3, 119-129, Doagh Road, 

Newtownabbey BT36 6AA
Tel: 028 9086 6510 

Quality Produce - Quality Service

Finest Quality Produce
Beef, Lamb & Pork
Grade “A” Poultry

Cooked Foods
Seasonal Vegetables
Weekly Special Offers

A.C. Meats


