
 

Wednesday 18th March 
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
Hebrews 10:25 says : “Do not give up the habit of meeting together, instead encourage one 
another.” As I’m sure you are aware by now the recent announcement that all church services 
and midweek gatherings and clubs must cease immediately makes this a very hard thing to 
accomplish. Now that church won’t be occurring on Sundays for the foreseeable future how can 
we practically work this out?  
Well, even though our normal pattern of Sunday and midweek services is now on hold, the church 
certainly isn’t shutting up shop! We need to explore radical new ways of how we can be church 
and continue to support and encourage each other in the challenging times in which we find 
ourselves. Maybe now we are being called to work out our faith in a new way and become a 
church community rooted in prayer, encouragement and service. The situation is changing daily 
but this letter is an initial attempt to outline our thoughts as we seek to move forward in our 
changing reality and continue to provide you all with pastoral care. Our initial thinking comes 
under three headings: Communication, Prayer and Care. 
 
Communication 
If we are unable physically to meet together we will have to develop new ways of keeping people 
in touch. The following will be important: 
The Carnmoney Review: This currently goes to all our members and we are hoping to print and 
deliver at least the April edition as planned. 
Telephoning: This will become increasingly important, and Carol and myself are aiming to be in 
touch with all our members by phone on a weekly basis to check how you are. Please also feel 
free to ring us whenever you want to; we are keen to listen to and support you wherever we can 
and would also be willing to pray with you over the telephone if you would value that. 
However it would be great if all our church members could take this initiative upon themselves as 
well. Could you possibly ring those in the congregation you know regularly to keep in touch, and 
your neighbours maybe as well, just to encourage them and ask them if they need help in any 
way? Our relationships and the ties between us could really develop over these coming weeks! 
The Website and Facebook: We are now increasingly going to have to be sharing information in 
this way and also possibly by E mail, whilst recognising that many of our members do not have 
these facilities. If you are not personally on the internet can you maybe get a family member or 
friend to check for you and maybe print off the material or show you on their tablet or laptop? We 
are hoping in the coming weeks to begin Videoing sermons and Morning Prayer services which you 
can to listen to on the website, and also other resources will be posted so please try and check in 
regularly to keep in touch. 
 
Prayer 
Although we can no longer pray with people we can still pray for people and for deliverance from 
this crisis. Carol, myself and all clergy maintain the tradition of regular daily prayer and this will 
continue throughout the coming weeks as we continue to pray regularly for you and the needs of 
the world. It would be lovely if others could join us in this practice from your homes; therefore in 
the magazine and through the website we will be distributing a number of prayer resources which 
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will help you to pray into the current situation in solidarity with millions of other people in our 
world. Please also in the weeks ahead use the services and prayers in your green Book of Common 
Prayer, which is a truly rich resource.  
It is hoped that in the future we may also be able to open the church up for short periods of 
personal prayer at different times during the week, but the practicalities of this needs to be 
worked out carefully in order to minimise risk if this is to happen.  
 
Care 
As increasing numbers of people self isolate we as a church need to provide the necessary support 
for them. Most people have family members who can help but not everybody does. In partnership 
with Kathy Woolf our local community worker and also other agencies we are seeking to draw up 
a list of vulnerable and isolated people who will need this kind of support, and also a list of 
volunteers who would be willing to drop off shopping and prescriptions etc with them and maybe 
ring occasionally to see how they are. This will happen on an area basis. If this is something you 
feel you could offer then please let Andy know and he will pass on your details to Kathy. Likewise 
if you are aware of anyone who may need this kind of support then please let us know.  
However please again do take the initiative and phone people you know just to offer 
encouragement at this time and see if you can help.  
 
I hope the above is helpful as we seek to chart our ways though these unfamiliar waters. Please 
do ensure you follow all government recommendations to minimise the risks of infection, 
particularly staying in your homes if you are over 70, and please be assured of our prayers for you 
in the weeks ahead, and contact us if you feel we can help practically or spiritually in any ways. 
This is an unprecedented situation, yet throughout history the church has always risen to the 
challenge in difficult times and has continued to be in the forefront in providing love and care not 
only to their own members but to all around them, whatever the cost. Although these are 
troubling times, God is still on the throne and working amongst us and this is an opportunity for us 
to live out our faith in a new and radical way, increasingly becoming a church rooted in prayer 
and care, shining as a light in our local community.  
 
So please remain in touch and let’s not give up the habit of meeting together but keep 
encouraging one another until we can meet again in person, hopefully soon. We do not know what 
tomorrow may bring, but we do know that God remains our shield and defender! 
We’ll leave you with the following lovely blessing from the Northumbrian community: 
 
“May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever he may send you. 
May He guide you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm. 
May He bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown you, 
May He bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors.” 
 

With our love in Christ, 
 
 

Andy and Carol 


