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Reflections from the Glebe House
“I was just thinking...”

 ….  how lovely its been to come back from holiday and see the first signs 
of spring!

 This is particularly apparent in the Glebe Garden where the daffodils 
are in bloom and the buds are appearing on the plants, shrubs and trees. 
Thankfully the weather is also slowly beginning to get a bit warmer now 
(although not as warm as it was for us in Tenerife!)
 Of course April also includes the greatest of the Christian Festivals: 
Easter, when we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and all that that means for us, and maybe the 
signs of life in our gardens are a very visual reminder of that new resurrected life that Jesus lived and 
we can too.  However just as the bulbs die back in the autumn and lie dead in the ground; before the 
resurrection we are faced with the cross as we remember Jesus’ betrayal, trial and agonizing death 
on that first Good Friday.
 It’s always saddened me that whereas our churches are packed on Easter Sunday throughout the 
land to hear the ending of the story, very few people come out to other services during Holy week 
to hear the whole story and how we got to the Resurrection. It’s my view that to really experience 
the joys of the resurrection we need to accompany Jesus during the rest of the events of that week, 
seeking to understand all the emotions of those momentous events: the excitement and expectance 
of Palm Sunday, the poignancy of Maundy Thursday and the Last Supper, and of course the heartbreak 
and agony of Good Friday.
 This year during Holy Week we are planning services on every night of the week in church, all at 
7:30pm and I would love to encourage you to come on the journey with us.  Lay aside some time each 
evening to enter into the story and seek to understand and experience what it all means. On Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday we will be holding reflective services in the context of Evening Prayer, 
concentrating on some of the events of the last week of Jesus’ life.  On Maundy Thursday an old 
friend, Canon Ruddock, will be joining us and preaching, and we will be celebrating Holy Communion 
as we think about Jesus’ last meal with his disciples, his washing of their feet and the betrayal of 
Judas.  Then on Good Friday we will be thinking about the Crucifixion and all that it means for us in 
what will be a very low key, reflective service.
 So please experience the whole story this April: the Cross and the Crown, and let God speak to you 
as you contemplate these momentous events which changed our world forever. 
 May Lynne and I wish you a very happy Easter.

Sunrise Service at Belfast Zoo
Sunday 21st April at 6am

 For those of you who are up early, as in previous years, 
we will be celebrating the Resurrection as the sun rises on 
Easter morning in the company of Christians from other 
churches in the area.
 This short half hour service will be held in the car park 
overlooking the bay and the preacher will be Andy.

Please come well wrapped up to proclaim with others:
“He is Risen!”
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Parish Register
Holy Baptism

‘ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit ’
 24th March Olivia Michele Turtle-Gaile, Ashgrove Road, Newtownabbey

Christian Burial
‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ‘ says the Lord

 15th March Eileen Carlisle (nee Bell), Carrick Manor, Carrickfergus
 21st March Jean Howell (nee Ward), Huntingdale, Ballyclare

In Memoriam
 Eileen Carlisle (nee Bell) - Eileen Carlisle, devoted wife of Billy, mother to Lillian, Eileen, Billy and 
Pauline, passed away surrounded by the family she loved on March 11th 2019.  A service of tribute and 
celebration for her life was held in Carnmoney Parish Church and afterwards to the Borough Cemetery.  
Her granddaughter Lauren and grandson Colin, read  poems they had written about their  granny, with 
Colin also singing Danny Boy in the Church and Amazing Grace at the graveside.
 Eileen Bell, born on 9th November 1926, married Billy Carlisle on 4th November 1946.   They spent 
the first part of their married life living in Silvio Street, Crumlin Road.  They opened three shops in Agnes 
Street, a sweetie shop, a second hand shop and a bric-a-brac shop.  Eileen was never afraid of hard 
work and the children were never short of a sweetie!  With inner city regeneration in the mid 70’s the 
family moved out to Glengormley buying over Ted Gallagher’s old shop on the Ballyclare Road, building 
it up and earning the accolade, Carlisle’s No.1  Calor Gas Dealer.  You see, behind every successful man 
is a good woman.  Eileen was always there at all hours of the day and night with a hot dinner for Billy.  
Married for 72 years, they stole the show at a family wedding four years ago when they took the floor 
for a waltz.  Family was everything to Eileen and she loved children.  Her grandchildren claimed that 
Granny C’s chips and toasties were unsurpassed!  She loved and was adored by her grandchildren and 
great grandchildren, the best granny always but special when they were sick when wrapped up in a 
blanket on her setee, she would produce a goodie bag of things to make them feel better, this always 
included a bottle of Lucozade.  When sadly her husband Billy took ill she would not allow him to go into a 
nursing home and looked after him for many years until she too needed care.  Eileen was one of a kind, 
a caring, loving, God fearing woman.  The family sang Give me Oil in my Lamp Keep It Burning as part 
of the funeral service as they remembered their Granny C teaching it to them.   Her son-in-law, Harry 
Beckinsale (Snr), wrote this about her, “ Eileen would have been 34 when I first met her.  I never heard 
her say a bad word about anyone.  Such a beautiful person, with a nature I am unlikely to encounter 
ever again.”  We commend Eileen’s family to your prayers.

 Jean Howell (nee Ward) - Jean Howell, devoted wife of the late Tommy, mother to Thomas and Ian, 
passed away at home with her family on March 16th 2019.  A service of celebration for her life was held 
in Carnmoney Parish Church at which her granddaughter Robyn read a poem.  She was then buried 
with her beloved Tommy in the family grave in the Borough Cemetery.
 Jean was born on the 14th January 1935, one of three sisters and one brother.  Sadly Jean, the 
last surviving sister, deeply mourned the loss of her sisters, especially, her younger sister Dorothy, 
whose photograph was always at her bedside.  The four youngsters, in their time, formed a troop of 
dancers, musicians and singers of some renown.  Playing venues such as the Empire and Royal Opera 
House, Belfast and the Royal Theatre, Dublin, amongst others.  It was always a pleasure to hear Jean 
talking of those dancing days and to see the photograph of the three girls in costume.  However, when  
work began, stage work ended and Jean and her sisters all got jobs in W.W. Clelland’s, box makers and 
printers.  It was at the Orpheus in Belfast, that she met the love of her life Tommy Howell.  Tommy a 
fine looking young man and a body builder had to woo Jean as she thought at first ‘he was just too 
fond of himself’!  However, he won her over in the end and they were married on the 16th March 1959.    
The marriage was blessed with two sons and Jean loved her boys, who never continued on page 8
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Diary for April
Tuesday 2nd April 2.00pm  Glebe House - Christianity Explored - Session 2
Wednesday 3rd April 8.00pm C.G.B. and C.L.B. Leaders meet at the Glebe House
Thursday 4th April 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm  Memorial Room - Lent Course session 4 - ‘Javert’
Sunday 7th April  5th Sunday in Lent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion & Faith Factory
Monday 8th April 7.30pm Memorial Room - Easter General Vestry
Tuesday 9th April 2.00pm  Glebe House - Christianity Explored - Session 3
  8.00pm  Memorial Room - Men’s Society
Thursday 11th April 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm  Memorial Room - Lent Course session 5
   ‘Salvation and Redemption’
Saturday 9th March 10am-4pm Memorial Room - Food Hygiene Course
Sunday 14th April  Palm Sunday
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am  Family Service followed by lunch in the Church Hall
Monday 15th April 7.30pm Evening Prayer and Holy Week Reflection
Tuesday 16th April 2.00pm  Glebe House - Christianity Explored - Session 4
  7.30pm  Evening Prayer and Holy Week Reflection
Wednesday 17th April 7.30pm Evening Prayer and Holy Week Reflection
Thursday 18th April 7.30pm Maundy Thursday Service of Holy Communion
Friday 19th April (Good Friday) 11.00am Church Hall - Children’s Good Friday Workshop
  7.30pm Church - Good Friday Service
Sunday 21st April  Easter Sunday
  6.30am Sunrise Service at Belfast Zoo
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion
Thursday 25th April 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Saturday 27th April 10.00am Memorial Room - First Aid Course
Sunday 28th April  2nd Sunday of Easter
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Morning Prayer
Monday 29th April 2.00pm Glebe House - Computer Course
Tuesday 30th April 2.00pm  Glebe House - Christianity Explored - Session 5
  7.30pm  Memorial Room - Child Protection Training
Wednesday 1st May 2.00pm Glebe House - Computer Course
Thursday 2nd May 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm Memorial Room - Fellowship Group
Sunday 5th May  3rd Sunday of Easter
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion & Faith Factory

Knitting B
 Please note, there’ll be no Knitting B during Holy Week but we welcome you all 
back on Thursday 25th April for more companionship and productivity.
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Readings  &  Readers
Date Readings Reader
7th April Isaiah 43:16-21 ................................. Mrs A. Brandon
 John 12:1-8
14th April (Family Service) Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 ....................... Faith Factory Children
 Luke 19:28-40
21st April Acts 10:34-43 ................................... Mr D. Gibson
 Luke 24:1-12
28th April Acts 5:27-32 ..................................... Mrs A. Steenson
 John 20:19-31
5th May Acts 9:1-6 ......................................... Mr R. Campbell
 John 21:1-19

* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

7th April  ..............................  Mr & Mrs T. Roluston
14th April  .......................... Mr & Mrs J. Magowan

21st April  ..................................  Mrs M. Robinson
28th April ........................... Mr & Mrs M. Atkinson

F.W.O. Counters
7th April  .....................................  Ms M. Robinson
14th April  ....................................... Mr T. Prenter
21st April  ....................................... Mrs E. Nelson
28th April ....................................  Mr J. Magowan

Restoration Counters
7th April  ..............................................  Mr J. Beck
14th April  .....................................  Mrs E. Carlisle
21st April  ....................................  Mr M. Atkinson
28th April ...................................  Mrs L. Hamilton

Flower Rota

Flower arranger - Marie McKeen 9084 9822
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Easter Vestry Meeting - Monday 8th April at 7:30pm
 Please do come along to our Easter Vestry Meeting, the AGM of the church, which will be held 
on Monday 8th April at 7:30pm in the Memorial Room. This isn’t just for those who are currently on 
Select Vestry (actually they will all be resigning at the beginning of the meeting) rather it’s a chance 
for the whole church family to review the past year, look forward to what God wants us to do, and 
consider what part he may want us to play in it all.
 A completely new Select Vestry will be elected that night. This shouldn’t be seen as a closed shop; 
anyone who is on the Register of Vestrymen is eligible to stand, and it is always good to have new 
blood and new ideas on the Select Vestry as we seek to follow God’s lead in building the church here. 
As we reflect this year on the questionnaires people have filled in and seek to develop our Vision and 
an action plan to work towards the sort of church we want to be, this is a particularly exciting and 
vital time to be part of those decisions that need to be made this year as we seek to ensure that our 
church is meeting the needs of everyone of all ages in our local community. 
 That evening as well as electing a new select Vestry we will also be electing 2 Church Wardens and 
2 Glebe Wardens, a Treasurer and a Secretary. Even if you don’t want to stand please do come along 
and hear a review of the year and plans for the coming year; we can promise you that you won’t be 
forced to stand if you don’t want to and you won’t be given a job to do! 
 There will be a short Vestry meeting for all those newly elected at the end of the meeting and after 
a coffee break.

Change to Service Pattern in April
 Due to the fact that Easter Sunday is on the 3rd Sunday of the month and Communion is usually 
celebrated, our 11am Family Service in April as a result will instead be on the 2nd Sunday of the 
month: Palm Sunday (the 14th April). After the service you are invited into the Hall to view the project 
that the Faith Factory have been studying this year as they learn about the church in Nepal. The 
project is called ‘’Outside In’’ and is about bringing people who are often treated badly on the outside 
of society into the community. The children have been watching short films about the church and 
schools in Nepal that help these people, and have completing activity books. The course has run over 
4 weeks finishing with a drawing competition! 
 After viewing the children’s work we will be holding a soup and sandwich lunch together  to raise 
money to give to C.M.S. to support the church in Nepal. The lunch will cost £3.50 for adults and £2.50 
for children. All money goes to the mission in 
Nepal.  Donations of bread - white, brown or 
wheaten ,cheese or biscuits would be much 
appreciated.  These can be dropped into the 
kitchen on Saturday 13th April between 10am 
and 12 where the girls will be preparing. 
 Please look out for more details in the church 
notice sheets as we get nearer to the day.

Elevenses
*  Rosemary Williams, Jayne Gray, Lori day 

Hamilton, Lavinia Beck.
*  Responsible for shopping and 

organising.
Georgie Gibb - Tel: 9083 6967

brought any trouble to her door.  They did however bring trouble to the orange lilies in the garden which 
Thomas tried to fix with cello tape,  the chandelier in the front room the same!  It was during this time, 
living in Church Crescent, that the family began their long association with the Parish Church.  Jean 
enjoyed family holidays every year to the Isle of Man, Spain and Majorca.  She and Tommy also travelled 
to Boston, France and Fortwilliam - visiting Royal residences.  Sadly, when Tommy had a severe stroke, 
holidays stopped.  The silver lining to this cloud was that she and Tommy went to live in the annex which 
Ian and Jennifer made for them in their home in Ballyclare.  Jean then got to spend quality time with 
the grandchildren she adored.  Her family was everything to her - her Tommy, her boys, her daughters-
in-law, her grandchildren and great grandchildren - she loved them all.  It was very hard for her when 
Tommy passed away in October 2017.  Jean never quite got used to it and it is so appropriate that she 
died on the occasion of their 60th wedding anniversary.  We commend Jean’s family to your prayers.
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 As you are aware no MU Meeting is held during April.  Instead we look forward to your attendance 
at the services during Holy Week, particularly the service on the evening of Tuesday 16 April.

Anna Brandon

Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 The March meeting gave us all the thrill of the wrestling ring. Noel Arnott 
and his friend Dave kept their audience enthralled with their experiences and 
stories of many of the household names of the past and indeed the future. The 
evening ended without a bone being broken (that we know of) and Noel showed 
his versatility by reciting a very humorous monolog about a dog. Shows we 
sometimes miss the talent that is in our midst.
 Our next meeting on the 9th April is a very special one and will be of great interest to many of the 
congregation and their friends. The speaker will be Professor Vincent Fusco who is an authority on 
the Smythe family will give an insight into the life and times of this family without whom our church 
may not be here today. The Smythe family were instrumental in building the present Church and were 
Vicars and Curates of it for over a hundred years whilst also being involved in many of the social issues 
of their day. The Smythe Cross, in the churchyard was presented by General Smythe, uncle of Lillian 
Bland, who having joined the army in 1833 as o boy of 17, had a fascinating career in the army, serving 
in many parts of the world including India and Fiji. This is a night not to be missed and we hope friends 
and family will come along to join us to enjoy Professor Fusco’s presentation. 

Trevor Gibb, Hon. Secretary

Good Friday Children’s Workshop
Friday 19th April 11-12:45pm

 This year for the first time we are planning to hold a special Children’s event on Good Friday 
morning, hoping to help our children learn more about the Easter story. This will be on Friday 19th 
April 11-12:30pm beginning in the hall and then moving over to the church. The first part of the 
session will involve the children doing different craft activities in different areas of the hall. After 
refreshments we will then go over into church in order to hear the Easter story in a fun way before 
finishing the morning with a team Easter egg hunt.
 The event is free, however we do need to know exact numbers in order to buy in the necessary 
resources so if you would like your child or children to come, forms are available in church or else ring 
or E mail the Vicar by Friday 12th April at the latest. Children under 5 are welcome as long as a parent 
stays with them and supervises them throughout the event. I can promise you that this event will 
be great fun and at the same time will help your child or children to better understand the events of 
Good Friday and Easter; so please do sign up and come along.

Even though the darkness raged
And all was still, the sun had gone
Still they shouted their abuse
Taunting Him –‘ you’re not God’s Son!

Elijah hasn’t rescued you,
Renounce your claim, you’re just like me,

Everyone can see you hang
Arms outstretched, nailed to a tree’.

So it seemed that all was lost,
Their hopes their dreams forever gone -
Eternity had other plans
Resurrection Day was soon to dawn.

EASTER
(Acrostic poem where the first letter of each line spells the word EASTER)

By Megan Carter
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Recycling for Restoration Fund
   We have raised £58 for clothes  and £43 for books this month. Please keep collecting 
non-magnetic scrap metal, electric wiring, leads, cables, motors and aluminium drinks 
cans (no glass in bags please). Remember to leave clothes, curtains and bed clothes 
excluding duvets, pillows and cushions in the church hall.  Please leave scrap at 7 
Glebecoole Park. (Please call Maurice or Doreen on 028 9084 4093 before calling).  Maurice Atkinson

Pray for the Following 
Families in April

7th Apr. - Barrett, Beggs, Brown 
(Pembroke), Burrows, Byers, 
Cairncross, Cairns, Calvert.
14th Apr. - Brown (Carnmoney R), Cameron, 
Campbell, Carlisle, Carson, Cassells, Caughey.
21st Apr. - Cherry, Chick, Clarke, Cleland, Conn 
(B’clare), Connolly (Swanston), Cooke, Coulter.
28th Apr. - Conn (Osterley P), Connolly (B’henry 
A), Courtney, Couser, Crawford, Crilly, Cummins.

Restoration Church Envelopes
 The new packs of Orange Envelopes have been issued. Many thanks to those parishioners 
who take these envelopes every year and also to those who have requested a pack for the 
first time.
 The income from the Orange Envelopes pays for the repairs and upkeep of all our Church 
buildings. If you would like a pack - please contact Renee Norwood Tel: 07990 673010.

World Day of Prayer
 The 2019 World Day of Prayer was written by the women of Slovenia.  Slovenia is one of the 
newest and smallest countries in Europe, however Christianity has been practiced in the Slovene 
region since the 8th century.
 The heart of the service was an invitation for all to come to God’s table, “Come, everything is 
ready!”; the reading was Luke 14:15-24.  Time was spent reflecting on the artwork on the front cover 
of the service booklet.  In the centre it depicted a table set for a feast, with the important people who 
were invited to the feast above and the marginalized who attended the feast below.  We were asked 
to think about who we would invite to a feast, who we would not invite and remember that God’s 
invitation is open to everyone, “Come, everything is ready!”
 Our Parish was well represented at the service and a number of men attended, reflecting the 
theme of the service, that all are welcome - not just the women.
 Each year I find it amazing to realise that the same service is used in 120 countries and translated 
into many languages.  This wave of prayer wraps around the globe starting, near the international 
dateline, at dawn in Samoa and ending thirty-eight hours later at dusk in American Samoa.
I leave you with a prayer called Invitation:

Jesus said “Come!”, but I was too busy.
Jesus said “Come!”, but I was too sad. 

Jesus said “Come!”, there was something more pressing.
I didn’t go. I kept saying “No!”

Jesus said “Come!” And others -
unloved, poor, vulnerable, lost, the forgotten, oppressed - said “Yes!”

Went instead. And were welcomed and blessed.
Gayle Hanna
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Email: andyshardwarestore@hotmail.com

A.C. Meats
Unit 3, 119-129, Doagh Road, 

Newtownabbey BT36 6AA
Tel: 028 9086 6510 

Quality Produce - Quality Service

Finest Quality Produce
Beef, Lamb & Pork
Grade “A” Poultry

Cooked Foods
Seasonal Vegetables
Weekly Special Offers

A.C. Meats


