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Reflections from the Glebe House
A Letter to All Parishioners

Dear Parishioners,
 It’s hard to write this letter because in the current crisis things are 
changing on almost a daily basis. Last night Boris Johnson announced 
stringent new measures attempting to curb the virus, but currently we 
are still at least allowed to leave our homes. However, I’m aware that 
by the time you read this in a week’s time, things could have changed 
dramatically, and we could be in total lock-down with all its implications. 
The sands are shifting beneath our feet, and it feels totally disorientating. Never has prayer been 
more important as we look to the one who is our rock in life to see us through. Please do be assured 
of Carol and my continuing and regular prayers for you in the challenges that lie ahead for us all.
 We’ve just experienced our first Sunday without physical church, but interestingly had a larger 
congregation watching our recorded service and sermon online than we do on Sundays; plus the 
sermons are getting shorter into the bargain! Certainly, it’s proving to be a really steep learning 
curve for someone who isn’t technically proficient as we begin to offer a daily reflection and night 
prayer online, and I’d like to pay tribute to Elaine Munn who is calmly guiding Carol and I through these 
unfamiliar waters.
 Hebrews 10:25 says, “Do not give up the habit of meeting together, instead encourage one 
another.” This is our challenge and opportunity in the days ahead! Even though our normal pattern of 
Sunday and midweek services is no longer happening, the church certainly isn’t shutting up shop! We 
need to explore radical new ways of how we can be church and continue to support and encourage 
each other in the challenging times in which we find ourselves. Maybe now we are being called to 
work out our faith in a new way and become a church community rooted in prayer, encouragement 
and service. We also need to ensure that the organisation continues to pay all its bills and meet all 
its obligations (please see the article a little later in this magazine on how you can continue to give 
your freewill offerings to us). We are working things out as we go along and seeking to respond to the 
changing world in which we now find ourselves, but here are some of the changes you might notice in 
the weeks ahead:

Communication
 If we are unable physically to meet together, we will have to develop new ways of keeping people 
in touch. The following will be important:
 The Carnmoney Review: This is the only way we can communicate with all our members including 
those who aren’t on the internet, so it is incredibly important. We hope you received this copy okay, 
which we are planning to post out to you if possible. It may be in the future that we will have to send 
it and other communications by email. If you didn’t give us your email address on the data protection 
form you filled in last year, then please ring or email it through to us so that we can keep in touch with 
you that way.

 Telephoning: This will become increasingly important, and Carol and myself are aiming to be in 
touch with all our members by phone on a fortnightly basis if we can to check how you are. Please also 
feel free to ring us whenever you want to; we are keen to listen to and support you wherever we can 
and would also be willing to pray with you over the telephone over any issues if you would value that.
 However, it would be great if all our church members could take this initiative upon themselves as 
well. Could you possibly ring those in the congregation you know regularly to keep in touch, and your 
neighbours maybe as well, just to encourage them and ask them if they need help in any way? Our 
relationships and the ties between us could really develop over these coming weeks if we all did this!

 The Church Website and Facebook: We are now increasingly going to have to be sharing 
information in this way and also possibly by email, whilst recognising that many of our members do 
not have these facilities. If you are not personally on the internet, can you maybe get a family member 
or friend to check for you and maybe print off the material or show you on their tablet or laptop? We 
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Knitting B
Dear friends of the wool,
 I hope you are getting lots of cardigans, scarfs, blankets, teddies, 
hats, etc., etc., knitted while you are confined.  Take this God given 
time to finish up that spare wool.  Think of all the folk who will benefit 
from your labour.  Seriously ladies, take care until we meet again.  
Think of the wonderful party we will have, and I will bring the cake! 

 Love in Christ, Carol

will continue to post the Sunday services and a sermon online on Saturday evening so that you can 
watch them on Sunday from the comfort of your living room. We are also beginning a daily thought for 
the day/night prayer, which will be posted early evening each day, the idea being that you can watch 
this at some point in the evening before you go to bed and hopefully be encouraged.

Prayer
 Although we can no longer pray with people, we can still pray for people and for deliverance 
from this crisis. Carol, myself and all clergy maintain the tradition of regular daily prayer, and this will 
continue throughout the coming weeks as we continue to pray regularly for you and the needs of the 
world. It would be lovely if others could join us in this practice from your homes. Therefore, with this 
magazine you should have received a prayer booklet which will help you to pray morning and evening 
if you wish, into the current situation, in solidarity with millions of other people in our world. More 
prayer resources are on the website, which you can print off and use in your personal prayers. Please 
also in the weeks ahead, use the services and prayers in your green Book of Common Prayer, which 
is a truly rich resource. Great things can be accomplished through prayer, as we look to and trust the 
only one who can bring us through this time.

Care
 As increasing numbers of people self isolate, we as a church need to provide the necessary support 
for them. Most people have family members who can help, but not everybody does. In partnership with 
Kathy Woolf, our local community worker, Age Concern, and also other agencies, we are seeking to draw 
up a list of vulnerable and isolated people who will need this kind of support, and also a list of volunteers 
who would be willing to drop off shopping and prescriptions etc. with them and maybe ring occasionally 
to see how they are. This will happen on a locality basis. Many people from our congregation have 
already offered to help in this way, and I have passed their details on to Kathy. Age Concern also have 
a scheme called “Good Morning Newtownabbey” whereby people can receive a daily phone call from 
them to check all is well. If this is something you would value if you are isolated, or if you are able and 
would like to offer help to others, then please let me know and I will pass on your details to Kathy who is 
coordinating the scheme. However, please again do take the initiative and phone people you know just 
to offer encouragement at this time and see if you can help. 
 I hope the above is helpful as we seek to chart our way though these unfamiliar waters. Please do 
ensure you follow all government recommendations to minimise the risks of infection, particularly 
staying in your homes and observing social distancing rules, and please be assured of our prayers for 
you in the weeks ahead, and contact us if you feel we can help practically or spiritually in any way. This 
is an unprecedented situation, yet throughout history, the church has always risen to the challenge in 
difficult times and has continued to be at the forefront in providing love and care, not only to their own 
members but to all around them, whatever the cost. Although these are troubling times, God is still 
on the throne and working amongst, us and this is an opportunity for us to live out our faith in a new 
and radical way, increasingly becoming a church rooted in prayer and care, shining as a light in our local 
community. Let’s therefore pull together and share God’s love with all around us.
    With love in Christ,
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A Message from Carol
Dear friends,
 What strange times we are living in.  A few months ago we saw 
on the news the terrible tragedies unfolding in China - but that could 
never happen here!  Slowly but surely this virus has spread around the 
world.  Now here we are and it’s hard to believe, hard to take in, what’s 
happening.  One day we are just going about our business as usual, next 
thing we are existing in this surreal world.  No shops, no cafes, no church, 
NO business as usual!  I couldn’t help but think this is how the disciples 
would have felt when Jesus was arrested.  One minute they were on the 
crest of a wave.  They had been riding this wave since the Master called 
them.  They had seen such miraculous things, even had some success with the miracles themselves.  
They had been welcomed into some most unexpected homes, and enjoyed the excitement, and  
somewhat celebrity status, of travelling with Jesus, playing their part in his ministry.  There had been 
the triumphant (if not a little low key) entry into Jerusalem.  Crowds shouting and cheering welcoming 
them into the city, palm branches strewn on the road and waving - a real party atmosphere.  Then had 
come that last supper.  It was a bit subdued.  Jesus was very serious, thoughtful and reflective and 
had even suggested that one of them would betray him.  But even that couldn’t have prepared them 
for what was to come, any more than we were prepared when we first heard that term Covid-19.
 The crowd had turned nasty and those that had previously welcomed Jesus with enthusiasm 
slipped into the shadows, hiding behind closed doors perhaps?  And the disciples - well they followed 
suit - slipping away into the darkness.  Peter, a bit bolder, spying out the lay of the land in the courtyard.  
I think it a most emotionally painful scene when Peter denies Jesus and then looks up to see his 
Master, his friend, beaten and bloody looking at him and he remembers his words, “Peter, before the 
cock crows three times you will have denied me”.
 Word of the crucifixion must have spread like wildfire.  The thousands of followers of Jesus along 
the way, left confused and disappointed.  This had not been expected.  If only they had listened, they 
would have heard it all foretold.  Jesus had prepared them but I expect in their fear and their distress 
they had forgotten his words of hope and renewal.  Words which we can hold onto ourselves at this 
time.  In Matthew 28, we hear the resurrected Jesus say, “Fear not for I am with you always even onto 
the end of the age.”  God knows that we all struggle with finding and holding onto hope in times of 
anxiety and fear, times when our faith is tested, tested by our own fears and consequently through 
our witness, tested by those who would challenge our faith in God at such a time.  Everyone needs 
to be reminded from time to time about the hope, strength and comfort that is there for us in God’s 
word.  For example, in Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you” declares the Lord, “plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”.  Hold onto this promise, 
read your bibles, find and make a note of the many verses of comfort, strength and hope.  I would 
leave you with words from that wonderful hymn “In Christ alone”.

There in the ground his body lay, light of the world by darkness slain, then bursting forth in glorious day, 
up from the grave he rose again… no power of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from his hand.

 We serve a living God.  He holds our life in the palm of His hand and we are precious in His sight.  
May you take this time of confinement to draw closer to Him, let Him minister onto you, ease your 
fears and walk this unknown road by your side.
 Stay in, be kind to yourself, and keep washing those hands!
   Love in Christ to you and your families

Pray for the Following Families in April
5th Apr. - Jamieson, Jamison, Johnstone, Kane, Keery, Kelly, Irwin.
12th Apr. - Jackson-McCoy, Kennedy, Kenny, King, Kirk, Kirkwood, Kitson.
19th Apr. - Knox, Kyle, Lacey, Lardie, Large-Montgomery, Laverty.
26th Apr. - Leathem, Lee, Livingstone, Lockhart, Logue.
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“What Kind of Church? 
Our Development Plan Part 3: Fellowship

 On 2nd February, we completed the final part of our sermon series outlining our Development 
Plan and the ways in which we hope our church will continue to grow as we resume meeting 
together again and move forward into the future. The final sermon covered fellowship and how we 
can develop loving and supportive relationships within our church community.
Jesus Commanded it
 He said: “A new commandment I give you: love one another. By this all men will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one another.”
 We see this worked out in the first description of the early church in Acts 2:42-47 where, 
because people saw the disciples working out their love practically, they wanted to become part of 
it “and the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” Thus for us today, there 
is a connection between fellowship and evangelism and growth. If we can increasingly become a 
loving, caring congregation, we will be incredibly attractive to people who will want to become part 
of what God is doing amongst us. As Moody said, “Show me a church where there is love and I will 
show you a church that is a power in the community.” 
How can we practically Love one another?
 Recognising that there are things we can do and structures that we can put in place to ensure 
that everyone who considers themselves a member of Carnmoney is supported and valued.
These include:
1. Visiting by both Clergy and Laity
 We have 284 families on our church list and recognise that people like to be visited by the clergy. 
Both Andy and Carol intend to keep regular visiting as a priority, and ideally we would like to aim to visit 
everyone at least once every 2 years, the pressures of life permitting.
 Our pastoral visiting team already visits a number of the elderly and housebound, providing fantastic 
support and keeping them linked into the church’s life. It would be great to expand this team and recruit 
more visitors, enabling us to visit more people in need. Is this something you could offer? 
2.	 Coffee	Gatherings
 Another thing we’d love to do is gather people in a local area together in informal coffee mornings, 
afternoons or evenings, allowing them to get to know each other better. A church member would offer 
hospitality and the Vicar or Curate would also attend. It may be that neighbours with an interest in the 
church could also be invited along.
3.	 Existing	Groups
 The Development plan also recognises that our existing groups are already providing high quality 
support and care to many of our members. Indeed, encouragingly, since the plan was launched in 
November, three additional groups have started up at Carnmoney: The Youth Group for teenagers, 
J.O.Y. for women who are young at heart and the Carnmoney Community Friendship Club which has 
attracted over 30 people to the first two meetings from both the church and the community. 
4. Elevenses and Church Meals
 After every Family Service, the congregation adjourns to the hall for drinks and biscuits and the 
chance to talk to each other and develop friendships. We have also held meals after the Palm Sunday 
service, at Harvest, and held picnics together in May and August after services. All these are great ways 
of developing fellowship and friendships as we enjoy time together. 
5. Social Events
 If we aren’t having fun together as a church, things are badly wrong and our social events are a great 
way of helping this to happen outside our Sunday worship. The Summer Barbecue and Beetle Drive 
and the Brigades’ Quiz Night were both tremendous fun, as well as being successful fundraisers. It is 
planned to hold regular social events of different natures throughout the year to which our friends can 
be invited.

continued on page 8
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6. Our Older Members
 Many of them are unable to get to church any more so we want to develop two schemes. Firstly, 
to recruit a team of people who are willing to offer lifts to church for those who request them and 
secondly, to begin to record our services and send them out to our housebound members in CD form. 
 And finally, although it isn’t mentioned in the plan, it does seem that God is increasingly drawing 
the different churches in Newtownabbey closer together, our Bible Week in January being a great 
example of this. Possibly in the future, many of the social events and other gatherings could be 
approached ecumenically when different churches work together to put on some larger events. 
 All the above, indeed everything mentioned in our Development Plan and described in the last 3 
issues of the Carnmoney Review, do call for all our church members to get involved, offering their 
time and gifts to make these things happen. Much is happening already, but much more can be 
achieved. Church will look very different when we are allowed to reconvene again, but we can be 
confident that our church will continue to grow and develop as we follow our Development Plan, 
under God’s guidance and direction, as we move forward into an uncertain future. 

World Day of Prayer - March 2020
“Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk”

 Recently the Christian community around Glengormley came together to celebrate the World 
Day of Prayer.  This year, the service was prepared by the women of Zimbabwe.
 As we arrived at Glengormley Methodist Church, a small glass of water was offered.  A glass of 
water is the traditional welcome in Zimbabwe.  It is most welcome by the traveller who may be at the 
end of a long, hot and dusty journey.
 Sisal is an important commodity in Zimbabwe.  It is plaited in homes.  Once plaited it can be plaited 
again to make ropes or spiralled to make mats and baskets, a source of income for many families.  
A sisal plait bookmark was inside each service booklet and the committee hope that when the 
bookmark is used it will remind us to keep the people of Zimbabwe in our prayers.
 The artwork on the cover of the booklet represents the movement from the dark times of 
Zimbabwe’s past to the sunshine and green leaves of future growth.  Something for us all to hold 
onto in these troubling times.
 The Bible reading (John 5:2-9a) and reflection was led by Louise Bowes, who posed some thought 
provoking questions around the theme of “Rise! Take your mat and walk”.  Do we want to change, are 
we ready for the challenge? 
 A verse from the World Day of Prayer hymn includes the words:
 As o’er each continent and island
 the dawn leads on another day,
 the voice of prayer is never silent,
 nor dies the strain of praise away.

 I find it amazing to think that this service is celebrated all around the world over a thirty-six-hour 
period on the first Friday in March every year.  Gayle Hanna 

...er... the good news is the youth group have made a 
great start by pressure washing the west window...
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Recycling for Restoration Fund
 We have raised £50 from clothes and £70 from books, which included a £50 donation for 
a book of “first day covers”, for envelopes with Christmas Island postmark and 12 Days of 
Christmas carol, donated by Mrs Gregg, the late Donald Davies’ sister this month. Please 
keep collecting non-magnetic scrap metal, wiring, leads, cables, motors and drinks cans 
(no glass in bags please). Remember to leave clothes, curtains and bed clothes, excluding duvets, 
pillows and cushions in the Church Hall.  Please leave scrap at 7 Glebecoole Park.  (Please call Maurice or 
Doreen on 028 9084 4093 before calling).

Freewill Offering Envelopes
 Even though the church is no longer meeting in person, 
the organisation is still functioning and the bills still need to 
be paid. A number of people have asked me how they can 
continue to give their freewill offerings when they no longer 
attend church. We would ask you at this time to respond in one 
of the following 3 ways as suggested by Joyce and Roy:

1)  Set up Monthly Standing Orders for F.W.O. and Restoration 
Fund (church bank details are available from Roy Williams or 
Joyce Lardie)

2)  Freewill Offering Envelopes - Forward a monthly cheque to Roy Williams in one F.W.O. envelope 
(cheque made payable to Carnmoney Parish Church)

3)  Restoration Fund Envelopes - Forward a separate monthly cheque to Roy Williams in one orange 
envelope (cheque made payable to Carnmoney Parish Church)

 The most preferred option is for you to set up a standing order with your bank and this can be 
cancelled when we eventually return to church (this is what Lynne and I are doing).  Joyce and Roy’s 
phone numbers can be found in the Who’s Who section on page 3 of the magazine.  If posting, Roy’s 
address is, 5A Dorchester Gardens, Newtownabbey BT36 5JJ.

Please continue to support “YOUR CHURCH”
financially in the weeks ahead

Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 It seems a lot of things have happened since our last meeting in March, but 
for those who were there, it was a very interesting and educational evening. 
Robert Scott’s presentation, Parks for All Seasons, included many slides showing 
the development of the many parks round Belfast, which together with his 
encyclopaedic knowledge of their history, made for a night enjoyed by all there,
 It is unfortunate that due to the current pandemic we are unable to hold 
our April meeting as planned. There is uncertainty as to when we will be able to 
meet again, but we will keep you up to date on the Parish website.  It is our sincere prayer that the 
coronavirus pandemic will end soon, and more importantly, that all our members, friends and families 
come through it safely. Although we have all been asked to stay at home during the pandemic, this 
does not mean that we should lose contact with each other.  By contacting each other and anyone you 
know who may be on their own, regularly by phone or social media etc., we can help each other and can 
reduce to some extent that social isolation which will inevitably be the result of the restrictions posed 
upon us.  Trevor Gibb, Hon. Secretary
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All in the Month of April
It was...
 ...150 years ago, on 22nd April 1870, that Vladimir Lenin, Russian 
communist politician and revolutionary was born.  First head of state of 
the Soviet Union, founder of the Russian Communist party, leader of the 
Bolshevik Revolution, and founder of Comintern (Communist International).
 ...100 years ago, on 25th April 1920 that Britain was assigned the 
Mandate for Palestine.  It officially took control of Mandatory Palestine in September 1923 and held it 
until the creation of the state of Israel in 1948.
 ...75 years ago, in April, the following concentration camps and prison were liberated:  Buchenwald 
(11th April); Bergen-Belsen (15th April); Colditz Castle (16th April); Dachau (29th April). They were 
liberated by either US, British or Canadian forces.
 ...65 years ago, on 15th April 1955 that American fast-food pioneer Ray Kroc opened his first 
McDonald’s franchise in Des Plaines, Illinois.
 ...15 years ago, on 2nd April 2005 that Pope John Paul II died.

ACROSS: 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, Delaiah. 10, Falwell. 11, Water. 12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 
19, Radiant. 21, Centaur. 22, Broil. 23, Eleven. 24, Prison. 

DOWN: 1, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy war. 6, Moist. 7, Sphere. 9, Deliverer. 13, Candace.
14, Deacons. 15, Psyche. 16, Stolen. 18, Dance. 20, Debar.

Puzzle Page Solutions

Date  First Reading Second Reading

5th April (Palm Sunday) Matthew 21:1-11 Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
12th April (Easter Sunday) Acts 10:34-43 John 20:1-18
19th April (2nd Sunday of Easter) Acts 2:14a, 22-32 John 20:19-31
26th April (3rd Sunday of Easter) Isaiah 43:1-12 Luke 24:13-35
3rd May (4th Sunday of Easter) Acts 2:42-47 John 10:1-10

Readings for April
 Although there will be no church services, we will continue to try to post a recorded service for you 
on our website on Saturday evening for you to watch online on Sunday if you can. For those who don’t 
have this facility, why not put some time aside to read and reflect on the set lectionary readings for 
each Sunday at home on that day? As we enter the Easter season, they are all about resurrection and 
new life and are thus hugely encouraging.
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Brain Training!
Tired of watching televison? Try solving these puzzles and give your brain a good workout!

Crossword Clues
Across
1. Relating to the whole universe (6)
4.  The disciple who made the remark in 8 Across 

(John 20:24) (6)
8.  ‘Unless I see the nail marks — — hands, I will not 

believe it’ (John 20:25) (2,3)
9.  He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn the scroll 

containing Jeremiah’s message (Jeremiah 36:25) 
(7) 

10.  Baptist minister and controversial founder of 
America’s Moral Majority, Jerry — (7)

11.  ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I be baptised?’ 
(Acts 8:36) (5)

12.  Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)
17.  Port from which Paul sailed on his last journey to 

Rome (Acts 27:3–4) (5)
19.  ‘Moses was not aware that his face was — 

because he had spoken with the Lord’ (Exodus 
34:29) (7)

21.  Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-horse (7)
22.  Grill (Luke 24:42) (5)
23.  ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the 

— apostles’ (Acts 1:26) (6)
24.  ‘I was sick and you looked after me, I was in — 

and you came to visit me’ (Matthew 25:36) (6)
Down
1.  Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)
2. Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7)
3. Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5) 
5. For example, the Crusades (4,3)
6. 11 Across is certainly this (5) 

7. He reps (anag.) (6) 
9. Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9)
13.  Man who asked the question in 11 Across was 

in charge of all her treasury (Acts 8:27) (7)
14.  They must be ‘worthy of respect, sincere, 

not indulging in much wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) 
(7) 

15. The human mind or soul (6) 
16.  ‘O Lord, while precious children starve, 

the tools of war increase; their bread is — ’ 
(Graham Kendrick) (6)

18. ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not 
— ’ (Matthew 11:17) (5) 
20. Bared (anag.) (5)
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Finest Quality Produce
Beef, Lamb & Pork
Grade “A” Poultry
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