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Reflections from the Glebe House
“I was just thinking...

...it will be lovely to be back!”
 Yes, as you may have already heard, Bishop George has announced 
that as Covid rates continue to fall, the time has come for “a cautious 
return to church” and face-to-face worship over the coming weeks. 
Therefore, we will be opening our doors again on Good Friday at 7pm 
for a quiet reflective service focusing on the cross and then again on 
Easter Sunday at 11am, when we will celebrate with joy that great news 
that Christ is Risen! There really couldn’t be a better Sunday for our 
return, and I know that many of you who have missed church over these last three cold months will 
be eager to begin gathering again.
 There is a sense at the moment that hope is rising. The coming of spring with warmer weather 
and all the signs of new life really helps to lift our spirits. Also, the fact that the vaccine rollout has 
been such a great success and that many of us have now had one, if not two vaccinations, coupled 
with falling infection rates and the promise of restrictions beginning to lift, means that we can look 
forward now with a little more confidence to a brighter future. Hope is such a powerful emotion 
which helps us to keep persevering during the hard times and also promises a better future, and it 
is also very prevalent in the Easter story and the days after the resurrection.
 However, what a contrast there is between Good Friday and Easter Sunday! On Friday when 
Jesus was arrested, tried and then crucified, all hope was apparently extinguished as the disciples 
fled in fear, their dreams of the coming Messiah totally shattered. Even once they had gathered 
again and when rumours began to abound that Jesus was alive, they met behind locked doors 
through fear and hardly inspired confidence. There was little sense that this frightened and broken 
group of believers would in a few months change the world. It was only when they saw and touched 
the living Christ that they dared to hope again that it was all true, and that history had been changed 
forever.
 This has been such a tough year for us all, but the good news of Easter and Christ’s resurrection 
can give us great hope and strength. The essence of that hope is in the undeniable truth that Jesus 
really did rise from the dead, which changes everything and offers us so many benefits. 

 •  It means that he is still alive today and can walk with us through life as our friend and constant 
companion.

 •  It means our sins and failings can be forgiven, however often and badly we mess up, because he 
has paid the price for us on the cross. A new start with freedom from all guilt is offered to us!

  •  It means the way into heaven has been opened once again through Christ’s death and resurrection 
and if we belong to him our place is guaranteed when we die.

 •  It means we can have purpose in life and a hope filled future as God directs our path and works out 
his plan in our lives.

 •  And finally, it means we belong to a family of fellow Christians who can support us and pray for us 
through all the ups and downs of life.

 This was the good news that the disciples began to share so effectively in the years after the 
resurrection, news that still continues to spread today and can change lives. What a privilege and 
joy it is to be part of that continuing story.
 And so as we cautiously return to church and look forward to easier times, in Paul’s words:     
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow 
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)

    Happy Easter everyone,
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Our Holy Week and Easter Services
29th March to 4th April
Online Meditations in Holy Week (People in the Crucifixion story)
Monday 29th March .......................................... Peter’s Denial
Tuesday 30th March .......................................... Mary and John
Wednesday 31st March..................................... The Centurion
Thursday 1st April ............................................. The Last Supper
Good Friday 2nd April ....................................... Jesus’ Journey to the Cross ................7pm in church
Easter Sunday 4th April .................................... Holy Communion .................................11am in church

Readings  &  Readers
 This rota is for our online pre-recorded services, which will continue this month alongside our live 
worship. However, if the readers mentioned are attending and are happy to read in church, that would be 
great, otherwise others can be found.

Date Readings ............................. Reader
4th April (Easter Sunday) Isaiah 25:6-9 ........................... Linda McCullagh
Welcome: Finn and Rosanna McClean Mark 16:1-8 ............................ Sharon Ferguson
11th April (2nd Sunday of Easter) Acts 4:32-35 ........................... Lucy Williams
Welcome: Adam Thompson John 20:19-31 ........................ Rebekah McBride
18th April (3rd Sunday of Easter) Micah 4:1-5 ............................. Heath Houston
Welcome: Lucy and Maisie Williams Luke 24:36-48 ........................ Annie and Jessica Gray
25th April (4th Sunday of Easter) Isaiah 35 .................................. Visual Reflection on Video
  John 10:11-18 ........................ Robert Campbell
2nd May (5th Sunday of Easter) Acts 8:26-40 ........................... Lynne Heber
Welcome: Heath and Darlie Houston John 15:1-8 ............................ Elaine Steenson

 Carnmoney Parish will be playing a part in the above event. Please do come along with other 
Christians from our local churches to meet in unity and pray from the safety of your car for our 
country, community and families. More details will be given in our church service announcements.
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Annual Easter Vestry - Sunday 25th March at 11am
 Although we are allowed to worship in church now, we are still not allowed, due to the current 
restrictions, to hold any other church meetings; therefore we have decided to hold our Annual Easter 
Vestry meeting slightly differently this year, conducting the necessary business in the context of a 
Sunday Service.
 As it is only a few months since the current Select Vestry was elected in October, and as we have 
only been able to hold one Select Vestry meeting since then due to the restrictions, it has been 
suggested that those currently in post continue on for another year if they are happy to do so, which 
will make the business part of the meeting much smaller. Therefore, our Service of the Word on 
Sunday 25th March at 11am will be the context in which we will hold our meeting and can look back 
over all that has happened during the last year and also begin to consider how we can move forward 
into an uncertain future as a church.
 At different parts during the service we will hear about our buildings, our finances and our church 
life all interspersed with hymns, readings and the liturgy. We will also in our prayers remember those 
who have died this past year, thank God for what has been achieved, and pray for his guidance as we 
move forward into an uncertain future. During the normal notices we will then conduct any necessary 
business before closing the service with a final hymn and blessing. It will be very different than normal, 
but we think it may work and also make proceedings much more interesting and inspiring.
 The Annual General Vestry meeting, just like any church service, is open to anyone to attend, and 
we are hoping that holding it in the context of worship will enable more people to hear about the 
ongoing life and business of our church, so please do come along on that date and we promise you 
won’t be given a job to do!

Mothers’ Union Annual Diocesan Festival Service
 This took place in St Anne’s Cathedral on Sunday 21st March. However, Mothers’ Union members 
and others can watch it up to 21st April on the Connor Mothers’ Union website if they are interested.

Knitting B
 Well, as you see, the ladies have been busy knitting chickens, eggs and baskets to decorate our 
church for Easter Sunday.  Well done ladies!  The chickens - who are ready to lay chocolate eggs - will 
be distributed in the Parish after Easter.  (For more pictures in beautiful colour, see the church website 
or Facebook page.)



7

Rota for Volunteer Stewards in Church 
  Front Door Back of Church Front of Church
4th April .....................................Warden .........................Warden .............................. Lorrinda Hamilton
11th April ...................................Warden .........................Warden .............................. Heather Seeds
18th April ...................................Warden .........................Warden .............................. Sharon Ferguson
25th April ...................................Warden .........................Warden .............................. Ben White
2nd May ......................................Warden .........................Warden .............................. Mike Barfield

F.W.O. & Restoration Fund Counters
4th April .................................................................................................................................  Joyce Lardie
11th April ........................................................................................................................... Anne Campbell
18th April .............................................................................................................................Trevor Prenter
25th April .....................................................................................................................................Pat White
2nd May ................................................................................................................................... Roy Williams

World Day of Prayer
 The first Friday in March was World Day of Prayer service day.
 The women of Vanuatu prepared a lovely service on the theme of Build on a Strong Foundation.
 The remote location in the South Pacific may have protected Vanuatu from the Covid-19 pandemic, 
but the islands are not immune from struggles. They are in a tropical cyclone and earthquake zone. 
Cyclone Harold devastated the area in April last year and a magnitude 6 earthquake was recorded 
in January of this year. The inhabitants of Vanuatu know only too well the importance of building on 
strong foundations.
 In previous years, a service would have been held in a local church. We are, unfortunately, living 
through unusual and unpredictable times, and the current lockdown prevented us from having a 
service this year.
 It was announced in church that services could be accessed on the website and that a limited 
number of copies of the service booklet were available.
 I know a number of people enjoyed the international service or viewed a livestream - I joined the 
one from Morton-in-Marsh, while some took time to quietly read the service booklet and reflect on 
the lives of the women in Vanuatu. It was good that we could still be part of this year’s international 
rolling wave of prayer.
 Next year the service is being prepared by a committee representing the Christian women of 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. The theme for this service is I know the plans I have for you. It 
will be a special year for us.
 If you wish to help the work undertaken by the World Day of Prayer you can make a donation on 
the website www.wwdp.org.uk – or text the phrase 2021WDP, then a space, then the amount of the 
donation to 70085, (e.g. text “2021WDP 10” to donate £10). Thank you for reading.  Gayle Hanna

...rumours that we would be giving out easter eggs 
are unfounded - er, there aren’t any left!
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An Easter Poem
Judas betrayed Jesus, Peter denied Jesus,

Thomas doubted Jesus, Jesus died for them all.

Pilate rejected Jesus, Herod taunted Jesus,
Caiaphas framed Jesus, Jesus died for them all.

The soldiers crucified Jesus, the disciples deserted Jesus,
The people laughed at Jesus, Jesus died for them all.

Mary wept for Jesus, the women anointed Jesus,
Joseph buried Jesus, Jesus rose for them.

We have doubted Jesus, we have denied Jesus,
We rejected Jesus, but Jesus died for us.

David Hopwood

Spring (acrostic poem)
Spring has arrived with armfuls of blossom,

Petals of every colour and hue,
Rain and sun caressing the earth

Inspiring spring bulbs to come into view
Now is the time of new beginnings

Giving us pleasure all season through.

A Prayer
written by

Howard Thurman (1899-1981)

Lord, Lord,  open unto me.
Open unto me, light for my darkness,
Open unto me, courage for my fear,
Open unto me, hope for my despair,
Open unto me, peace for my turmoil,

Open unto me, joy for my sorrow,
Open unto me, strength for my weakness,
Open unto me, wisdom for my confusion,
Open unto me, forgiveness for my sins,

Open unto me, tenderness for my toughness,
Open unto me, love for my hates,
Open unto me, Thy self for myself

Lord, Lord, open unto me!
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For: Business Sta�onery, Booklets, Leaflets, 
Invita�ons, Posters, Vinyl Banners, Pull-Up 

Signs, S�ckers, and much more

Call 028 9045 9864 today or
Email: prin	ng@mediadesignandprint.com

Church Restoration 
Envelopes (Orange)

 The new packs of orange envelopes are 
ready for collection.
 The funds from these envelopes help to 
pay for repairs and maintenance of our church 
buildings.
Many of our parishioners already have these 
additional envelopes.
 If you would like a pack for the first time, 
or would like to set up a standing order please 
contact -
 Roy Williams - Tel: 028 9084 1752 - Email: 
roywilliams100@hotmail.com

EASTER, the Most Joyful Day of the Year
 Easter is the most joyful day of the year for Christians. Christ has died for our sins. We are forgiven. 
Christ has risen!  We are redeemed! We can look forward to an eternity in His joy! Hallelujah!  
 The Good News of Jesus Christ is a message so simple that you can explain it to someone in a few 
minutes. It is so profound that for the rest of their lives they will still be ‘growing’ in their Christian walk 
with God.
 Why does the date move around so much? Because the date of Passover moves around, and 
according to the biblical account, Easter is tied to the Passover. Passover celebrates the Israelites’ 
exodus from Egypt, and it lasts for seven days, from the middle of the Hebrew month of Nisan, which 
equates to late March or early April.
 Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the Hebrew lunar calendar to come up with firm dates 
for the first Good Friday: Friday 7th April 30 AD or Friday 3rd April, 33 AD with Easter Day falling two days 
later. Modern scholars continue to think these two Fridays to be the most likely.  
 Most people will tell you that Easter falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the Spring 
Equinox, which is broadly true. But the precise calculations are complicated and involve something 
called an ‘ecclesiastical full moon’, which is not the same as the moon in the sky. The earliest possible 
date for Easter in the West is 22nd March, which last fell in 1818. The latest is 25th April, which last 
happened in 1943.  
 Why the name, ‘Easter’? In almost every European language, the festival’s name comes from 
‘Pesach’, the Hebrew word for Passover. The Germanic word ‘Easter’, however, seems to come from 
Eostre, a Saxon fertility goddess mentioned by the Venerable Bede.  He thought that the Saxons 
worshipped her in ‘Eostur month,’ but may have confused her with the classical dawn goddesses like 
Eos and Aurora, whose names mean ‘shining in the east’. So, Easter might have meant simply ‘beginning 
month’ – a good time for starting up again after a long winter.
 Finally, why Easter eggs? On one hand, they are an ancient symbol of birth in most European cultures. 
On the other hand, hens start laying regularly again each Spring.  Since eggs were forbidden during 
Lent, it’s easy to see how decorating and eating them became a practical way to celebrate Easter.
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All in the Month of April
It was...
 ...1900 years ago, on 26th April 121 that Marcus Aurelius, Emperor 
of Rome (161-180AD) and Stoic philosopher (whose works are still read 
today), was born. He was the last of the rulers known as the Five Good 
Emperors, and the last emperor of the Pax Romana, an age of relative peace 
and stability for the Roman Empire.
 ...300 years ago, on 3rd April 1721 that Robert Walpole became the first British Prime Minister.
 ...250 years ago, on 13th April 1771 that Richard Trevithick, British mining engineer and inventor of 
the first steam locomotive, was born.
 ...95 years ago, on 21st April 1926 that Queen Elizabeth II was born in Mayfair, London. Elizabeth 
Alexandra Mary Windsor was the first child of the Duke and Duchess of York. Her father became King 
on the abdication of his brother King Edward VIII in 1936, from which time Elizabeth was the heir 
presumptive.
 ...90 years ago, on 14th April 1931 that the first edition of the Highway Code was published in 
the UK.

Miscellaneous Observations on 
Daily Life…
Marathon runners with bad footwear suffer the agony of 
defeat.

If you think nobody cares whether you’re alive or dead, try 
missing a couple of mortgage payments.

In order to keep a true perspective of one’s importance, 
everyone should have a dog to worship him and a cat to 
ignore him. 

The trouble with doing something right the first time is 
that nobody appreciates how difficult it was.

The most effective way to remember your wife’s birthday 
is to forget it once.

I ate a kid’s meal at McDonald’s today. His mum got really 
angry.

Notices Found in Church Newsletters
That Didn’t Quite Come Out Right!

 *   This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs Brown, our church warden, to come forward and lay an 
egg on the altar.

 *   Ladies are requested not to have children in the church kitchen.

 *   For those who have children and don’t know it, we have a crèche in the crypt.

 *   Bring & share church supper:  Prayer and medication will follow.

 *   Don’t let worry kill you.  Let the Church help!

 *   The organist invites anyone who enjoys sinning to volunteer for the choir.

 *   At the church meeting last week the rector spoke briefly and delighted the audience.

 *   Remember in prayer the many who are sick both of our church and the community.

 *   Smile at someone who you find hard to love.  Say ‘hell’ to someone who doesn’t much care about 
you.
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