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Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.
He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;

and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”  John 11:25-26
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Dear Parishioners,

 The clocks have gone forward - spring has sprung and I haven’t even 
seen a new-born lamb.  Perhaps I am dwelling too much in the suburbs 
these days and not spending enough time in the country.  Having said 
that, I did see some primroses well hidden on a sheltered bank along 
the main road towards Whitehead.  Primroses always remind me of my 
mother and family trips along the Coast Road. “Stop Bill, look there in 
that field, hundreds of primroses.”   Dad would find a parking place and 
then there would be the leg swinging over the fence, the pulled stockings, the soggy shoes and 
socks, but at the end of the day a beautiful bowl of primroses. I can see her still, head bowed to 
the bowl inhaling deeply. Then there would be the story of her mother and the black Chinese bowl 
full of primroses on the dining room table. Our wild flowers are diminishing - why? Pollution is the 
killer!  Nettles, hog-weed and hemlock, “thuggish” plants, thrive in soil steeped in excess nitrogen - 
nitrogen which falls in the rain and comes from the atmospheric emissions from transport, power-
stations, farming and industry.  Do we have a responsibility for our creation?
 The bible is full of images of God as creator, starting in Genesis the story of creation ‘and God 
saw that it was good’. In the Psalms, David meditates on the wonders of creation as he observes 
the night sky.  In Psalm 8 we read his response of praise, “Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name 
in all the earth!”  David reflects on God’s glory in the skies and considers ‘the moon and stars, which 
you have set in place’. With his naked eye, David could have seen maybe 3,000 stars, yet with the 
Hubble telescope we have seen the vastness of space. Our own galaxy, the Milky Way, consists of 
300 billion stars, yet it’s one of up to 500,000 billion galaxies in the whole universe! Like David, we 
can feel very small and insignificant in a vast universe, even more so given our scientific knowledge; 
and David asks, “What is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for 
them?” How could you who created this amazing universe be interested in the infinitesimal speck 
which is mankind?  However, this psalm affirms the truth  that we are made in the image of God, 
and have a unique place in His creation. We are created as ‘a little lower than the angels’. “You made 
them rulers over the works of your hands”.  Yes, we are responsible for the created order! We know 
more today about our Universe than David could have dreamt possible and yet it seems to have 
distanced us from our creator and not drawn us closer. Yes, we can look with wonder at the night 
sky but does this inspire us to grow in God’s likeness, does this compel us to make our God known 
in all the corners of the earth, not to mention our own homes? In faith do we take responsibility for 
pollution? I am afraid our faith, like the wild flowers, is under threat, under threat from the pollution 
of body, mind and spirit which fluctuates around us and in us.
 Like the wild flowers, our Christian faith is being choked by the world. How can we keep our 
heads above the weeds so to speak? How can we be in the world and not of it? Always remember, 
“My help cometh from the Lord, who has made heaven and earth.” (Psalm 121:2) As you journey 
towards Easter with Jesus, keep your eye fixed on the cross and rejoice in what it means for you. 
The Hubble telescope has taken a picture of the Whirlpool Galaxy, about 23 million light years away. 

It has an unexplained centre, as it demonstrates 
two cloud rings that form a cross, like the 
rainbow, a sign in the heavens reminding us that 
God’s love  is at the very heart of our universe. 
‘Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all 
the earth!’  Be encouraged dear brothers and 
sisters in Christ to be that sign to those with 
whom you share this precious space.

Wishing you God’s richest blessing this Easter,

4

Carol



5

Holy Week and Easter
Palm Sunday Bread and Soup Lunch
 Faith Factory will be running their usual Palm Sunday lunch in aid of 
the CMS Ireland Lent Project. This is always well supported and makes 
a great start to our Holy Week together so please keep the date free to 
join us after the 11am service. Please note: to allow for a service of Holy 
Communion on Easter Sunday, this will be the April Family Service.  

Holy Week - Monday 10th to Friday 14th April 
 Our speaker this year for Holy Week will be the Rev. Paul Redfern, retired Rector of Kilbride Parish. 
Paul and his wife Betty have been worshipping with us since his retirement when he is not called 
upon to cover a service elsewhere. He will be speaking through Holy Week on aspects of the theme 
of ‘Sacrifice’ building to the sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross on Good Friday.  Each evening 
service will begin at 7.30pm and Paul has suggested that the services on Monday to Wednesday use 
the Compline liturgy. The themes Paul has chosen under the overall theme of ‘Sacrifice’ based on the 
scripture are as follows: 

  Monday 10th April - Compline. First Forms of Sacrifices: In the Garden. 
  Tuesday 11th April - Compline. First Passover: In Egypt. 
  Wednesday 12th April - Compline. The gate of heaven: Tabernacle and Temple.
  Maundy Thursday 13th April - Holy Communion. Jesus: the Lamb of God. 
  Good Friday 14th April - Service for Good Friday. Jesus: On the Cross. 

 The overall scriptural inspiration for the theme is from Hebrews chapter 9 verse 22: ‘Without the 
shedding of blood there can be no forgiveness.’ I would encourage everyone to do their best to travel 
with us throughout the week as we reflect on what the sacrifice of Good Friday means for each one. 

Easter Day - Sunday 16th April
 6.30am - Newtownabbey Churches’ joint Dawn Service of praise and prayer for Easter Day at the 
Zoo car park followed by breakfast at Glenvarna Christian Fellowship, just off the Larne Line. This is 
always a very special start to Easter as we join with Christians from many local churches to proclaim 
the resurrection and to enjoy fellowship together in worship and over breakfast. It is more than worth 
the early start.  We will of course also have our normal services of Holy Communion for Easter Day in 
church at 9.30 and 11am. 

Bishop’s Lenten Talks 

 As he has done in previous years, our Bishop will be giving Lenten talks in three centres in the 
Diocese, although this year there will be only one set of talks. The theme for this year is ‘Stewards 
of Creation’ and the last of these dates falls this month in the venue nearest to us. This will be on 
Monday 3rd April, at Jordanstown Parish Centre beginning at 7.30pm. All are welcome but for catering 
purposes, booking is recommended. To book your place, please contact the Bishop’s Secretary,        
Mrs Rosemary Patterson on 9082 8870.

Donations in Honour and Memory of Stella McMillan
 Many will be aware that when her friends and family asked Stella McMillan what present she would 
like on her 100th birthday she asked them instead to make a donation to our church funds. Those 
donations came to £790 and the Select Vestry felt it would be appropriate to purchase a defibrillator 
for the church in memory of Stella. That will cost around £1200, but at Stella’s funeral three weeks 
later, mourners were invited to make donations if they wished in Stella’s memory to Carnmoney 
Parish Church through the funeral directors. Such accounts are normally kept open for several 
months so we have no total for those donations as yet, but it is likely there will be further money given 
in Stella’s memory. All this is a mark of Stella’s great affection for her church and her desire to uphold 
its ongoing mission and we are deeply grateful for such generosity even at the end of her life.
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Diary for April
Sunday 2nd April  5th Sunday in Lent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion & Faith Factory
    9.30 & 11am - Lent Sermon Series ‘What should I give up 

for Lent?’  4: ‘Give up bitterness – Turn to forgiveness’
  3.30pm St Anne’s Cathedral - Mothers’ Union Festival Service
  6.30pm Evening Prayer

Monday 3rd April 7.30pm Bishop’s Lenten Talk at St Patrick’s, Jordanstown

Tuesday 4th April 7.45pm Select Vestry

Thursday 6th April 10.30am-12.30pm ‘Art for fun’ in the Church Hall
  7.30-9pm  Memorial Room. Lent Course: ‘The Mystery of
   Everything. Session 5: The hope beyond brokenness’

Sunday 9th April  6th Sunday in Lent - Palm Sunday
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am  Family Service followed by Bread & Soup Lunch in the 

Church Hall in aid of CMS Ireland Lent Project

Monday 10th April 7.30pm  Compline. First Forms of sacrifices: In the Garden 
Preacher: the Rev. Paul Redfern 

Tuesday 11th April 7.30pm  Compline. First Passover: In Egypt
   Preacher: the Rev. Paul Redfern
  8.30pm  CoI Men’s Society meet in the Memorial Room following 

the Holy Week service

Wednesday 12th April 7.30pm  Compline. The gate of heaven: Tabernacle and Temple 
Preacher: the Rev. Paul Redfern

Maundy Thursday 13th April 7.30pm Holy Communion. Jesus: the Lamb of God
   Preacher: the Rev. Paul Redfern 

Good Friday 14th April 7.30pm Service for Good Friday. Jesus: On the Cross
   Preacher: the Rev. Paul Redfern 

Sunday 16th April  Easter Day
  6.30am  Newtownabbey Churches’ Joint Dawn Service for 

Easter Day at the Zoo car park, followed by breakfast at 
Glenvarna Christian Fellowship

  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion

Sunday 23rd April  2nd Sunday of Easter
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Morning Prayer

Tuesday 25th April 7.30pm Memorial Room - Mothers’ Union ‘Give a girl the right shoes’

Sunday 30th April  3rd Sunday of Easter
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Morning Prayer & Faith Factory
  6.30pm Easter Songs of Praise

Tuesday 2nd May 7.30pm Easter Vestry in the church hall 
Thursday 4th May 7.30-9pm Fellowship Group meet in the Memorial Room

Sunday 7th May  4th Sunday of Easter
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion & Faith Factory
  6.30pm Evening Prayer
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Readings
Date Morning Evening
2nd April Ephesians 4:26-32 Lamentations 3:19-33
 John 11:1-45 Matthew 20:17-34
9th April Family Service No Evening Service
16th April Acts 10:34-43 No Evening Service
 John 20:1-18
23rd April Acts 2:14a, 22-32 No Evening Service
 1 Peter 1:3-9
30th April Acts 2:14a, 36-41 1 Corinthians 3:10-17
 1 Peter 1:17-23 John 2:13-22
7th May Acts 2:42-47 Ephesians 2:11-22
 John 10:1-10 Luke 19:37-48

Readers
Date Morning Evening
2nd April Mrs A. Brandon Mrs B. Macklin
9th April Family Service No Evening Service
16th April Mr R. Campbell ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
23rd April Mr D. Gibson ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
30th April Mrs J. Crilly Mr M. Carson
7th May Mr T. Prenter MrJ. Steen

* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

Flower Rota
2nd April  .............................  Mr & Mrs T. Roulston
9th April  ................................................................. 
16th April ..................................  Mrs M. Robinson
23rd April ............................ The Magowan family
30th April ........................... Mr & Mrs M. Atkinson

Flower arranger - Marie McKeen: 9084 9822

F.W.O. Counters
2nd April  ......................................  Mr J. Magowan
9th April  ...........................................  Mr J. Fenton
16th April  .......................................  Mr T. Prenter
23rd April ......................................  Mrs M. Nelson
30th April  .................................. Mrs J. Fitzgerald

Restoration Counters
2nd April  .......................................  Mrs E. Carlisle
9th April  ............................................ Mr J. Walker
16th April  ............................................  Mr J. Beck
23rd April ............................  Mr & Mrs H. Douglas
30th April  ................................... Mrs L. Hamilton
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Update On Gift Day
 Many thanks to all who contributed so generously to our Gift Day on March 5th. So far the total 
raised is over £4,000 but Gift Aid has still to be reclaimed on this. The final total will be given as soon 
as possible, but this is a wonderful response from everyone and the Select Vestry greatly appreciate 
the support given. This will be a great help in keeping our General Account healthy enough to pay the 
day-to-day bills for the church.

Fifth Sunday Service - 30th April
 As this is still within the Easter Season, our fifth Sunday evening service this month will be an 
Easter Songs of Praise.

Clergy Holiday
 The Vicar’s post-Easter break will be from 16th to 23rd April inclusive. The Curate’s post-Easter 
break will be from 24th-30th April inclusive. 

Easter Vestry
 The Select Vestry have agreed the date of the Easter Vestry as Tuesday 2nd May at 7.30pm in 
the Church Hall. This is our opportunity to reflect together on our parish life and prepare for the 
next year of worship and mission. Please keep the date free.

Friday 2nd June - Fundraising Quiz night
 The Select Vestry are planning a quiz night as our next parish fundraising venture. Please note 
the date in your diaries and contact any quiz teams you might know, or why not organise a bunch of 
friends to come along for a fun evening.  Further details in the May Review.

Sunday 4th June - Pentecost Sunday
Rural Deanery Joint Service

St Katharine’s Church, North Belfast at 6.30pm

 
Our Rural Deanery will again hold a joint evening service on Pentecost Sunday, with all parishes 

invited to come together to celebrate the ‘birthday of the Church.’ The service will be held this year in 
St Katharine’s Church.
 For anyone wishing to participate in the joint choir for the service, there will one rehearsal at 5pm 
in the church and you are simply invited to come along at that time. Please note the 6.30pm start time 
of the service which will be followed by refreshments in the church hall. Each parish has been asked 
to provide 3 dozen tray-bakes towards the refreshments so a sign up sheet for these will be in church 
nearer the time.

May Fellowship Group Meeting
 We are continuing our May Fellowship Group (Thursday 4th May 7.30pm in the Memorial Room) with 
the topic “Faith in pictures”.  This course is designed to help ordinary people talk about what they 
believe.
 The heart of the course helps people identify a single picture or image that embodies something 
of their faith and shows how easy it can be to open up potentially life-changing conversations.  This 
will run for our May and June meetings.  If you have never tried the Fellowship Group this is a good 
beginning – helping you to put your faith in the context of your everyday life. Here is a question to 
answer for your discussion “if you were a domestic appliance what would it be?”  Intrigued? Come 
along and join in the fun.   A cup of tea and chat rounds off the evening.
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Art for Fun 
 The fun continues. We have had such good fellowship and are 
learning so much about what we see both with our physical eye and our 
minds eye, and how to represent it on paper.  New members welcomed 
with a cup of tea and a friendly chat. No experience necessary except 
a willingness to smile at yourself and learn! The art class will finish on 
Thursday 6th April.
 A date for starting up again has yet to be decided upon, so look out 
in the May magazine and Church notices.

Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 Last month’s visit to the Gasworks Museum in Carrick was a great success, not 
only for us learning much about the history of gas production in Northern Ireland, 
but seeing the actual equipment used to produce it. The tools were heavy and 
the conditions were unbelievably difficult and only by seeing them yourself could 
this be truly appreciated. Of particular interest was the collection of domestic 
gas items from the earliest days to the present. This covered lighting, ironing, heating, and of course 
the gas cooker, of which there were many, many claims of “we had one of those”. An enjoyable and 
informative evening ended with tea and scones baked in one of the museum’s own ovens.
 Our next meeting date is Tuesday April 11th which is of course Holy Week. Members are asked 
to attend the service which will be held in the 
Church. After the service, about 8.30pm, we will 
go over to the Hall where we will have tea and 
show a film. The film called Gretna to Glencoe 
is a musical journey through Scotland, showing 
its breathtaking scenery and playing many well 
known Scottish airs. This is an open meeting and 
anyone who would like to join us would be most 
welcome.
 A note for your diary, Tuesday 9th May is our 
Annual General Meeting and a good attendance 
would be appreciated.

 Members of the Men’s Society joined the ladies at their February Branch Meeting for Freddie 
Strickland’s Shrove Tuesday Bake.  Freddie baked soda, wheaten, treacle, potato breads and pancakes 
- providing a delicious supper. This was an excellent evening, thoroughly enjoyed by all.
 This year is the 130th anniversary of the MU in Ireland. In recognition, Phyllis Grothier, the All 
Ireland President,will be undertaking a pilgrimage to each diocese. Phyllis and Lynne Tembey (the 
World Wide President) will be in Connor Diocese on Saturday 13th May 2017.
 All members are invited to join in this special occasion at Ramoan Parish Centre, The Diamond, 
Ballycastle.  Afternoon tea will be served, followed by a Prayer Walk and finishing with a short service 
in Holy Trinity Church. This is an opportunity to combine this invitation with our Annual Outing.  Since 
attendance numbers are required by 22nd April, all members wishing to participate will be able to 
register their name at our next Branch Meeting on Tuesday 28th March. 
 We are looking forward to a very interesting presentation on 28th March -  “Anne Gamble’s Gold”.  
Do come along, new members are always very welcome.

Anna Brandon, Secretary
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Recycling for Restoration Fund
 This month we raised £7.30 from books. Ensure clean clothing, including shoes (in 
pairs), hats, belts, handbags, bed linen and curtains (no duvets, pillows or cushions) 
are left in the church hall, and please do not put any other items, such as ornaments 
or books, in clothing bags. Scrap metal, including aluminium and steel cans (preferably 
in separate bags), electrical items, including leads, cables and any items with wiring 
attached, such as phones and chargers, can be left at 7 Glebecoole Park (please call Maurice or Doreen 
on 9084 4093 to ensure someone is at home before delivering items as bags left are liable to be taken 
by other collectors or draw unwanted attention if we are away at night. Also, please do not put any 
glass in bags of scrap metal.       Maurice Atkinson

Pray for the Following Families in April
2nd April - Gracey (Queen’s P), Gray, Hamill (Carnhill R), Hamilton, Hanley, Hanna, 
Hannah, Hardy, Harrison, Harson, Harvey, Haslett.
9th April - Hamill (B’henry A), Heaslip, Heatley, Henderson, Hennessey, Higgins 
(Woodford PE), Hill (Archvale G), Hoey, Hosick (St Quentin A).
16th April - Higgins (Fairyknowe D), Hill (The Bracken), Hosick (Glebe RW), Hough, 
House, Houston, Howell, Hume, Huston, Ireland (Sentryhill D).
23rd April - Hill (Glebecoole D), Ireland (Antrim R), Jackson (King’s W), Jamieson, 
Jamison (Antrim R), Jenkins, Johnston (Forthill D), Johnstone.
30th April - Jackson (Green A), Jamison (Hollybrook R), Johnston (Abbeycrest D), Kane (Harmin D), 
Kea, Keery, Kelly (Hydepark M), Kennedy, Kenny, Kidd, Killen (T’patrick).

Special Notices
Thank You - The Vicar has recently received an email from Jim Swann’s son William, informing 
her that donations from his father’s funeral for the Alzheimer’s Society came to £445. Some of 
those donating were members of our church who attended the funeral. The Swann’s would like 
to express their thanks to everyone who donated.

CLCGB - There will be a Church Lads’ and Church Girls’ Brigade Parents’ Night on Friday 
12th May, beginning at 7.30pm. The Inspecting Officer will be Mr Gareth Kirk of Gideons 
International.

Maundy Thursday - Time to Wash Feet
 Maundy Thursday is famous for two things. The first is one of the final acts that Jesus did before 
his death: the washing of his own disciples’ feet (see John 13). Jesus washed his disciples’ feet for 
a purpose:  “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another.”  His disciples were to love through service, not domination, of one another. 
 In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is ‘mandatum novum do vobis’. The word ‘mundy’ is 
thus a corruption of the Latin ‘mandatum’ (or command).  The ceremony of the ‘washing of the feet’ 
of members of the congregation came to be an important part of the liturgy (regular worship) of the 
medieval church, symbolising the humility of the clergy, in obedience to the example of Christ.
 But Thursday was also important because it was on that night that Jesus first introduced the 
Lord’s Supper, or what we nowadays call Holy Communion.
 Jesus and his close friends had met in a secret upper room to share the Passover meal together 
- for the last time. And there, Jesus transformed the Passover into the Lord’s Supper, saying, ‘this 
is my body’ and ‘this is my blood’ as he, the Lamb of God, prepared to die for the sins of the whole 
world. John’s gospel makes it clear that the Last Supper took place the evening BEFORE the regular 
Passover meal, and that later Jesus died at the same time that the Passover lambs were killed.
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The White Abbey
 Several people have spoken to me of their interest in the 
article on the Parish and City of Coole, and how it explained the 
significance of so many local roads and areas containing the 
name Coole. It is hard to believe, that long before Rathcoole 
was ever thought of, a thriving city stood on that very spot. 
Just a short distance away from what is now Cloughfern 
Corner, between the hospital and the appropriately named 
Abbot’s Cross, there is a field in which stood another part of 
our historic past, the original White Abbey. Although there 
is nothing remaining today, it was once the site of a major monastic settlement from which the area 
got its name.  Little is known of the origins of the Abbey but the late Canon Clarke,  former Vicar of 
Carnmoney, in his book ‘Thirty Centuries in South-East Antrim’ states that it may have been founded by 
the Hospitalers or Knights of St John of Jerusalem, about the year 1200. Local historian Bob Armstrong, 
who did considerable research on the Abbey, once told me that it was his conviction that it was in fact 
Cistercian (Trappist) and built about 1250. It was originally known as Druim la Croix and was a daughter 
church of Drysburg in Scotland. It was one of the most important monasteries in Europe and one of the 
richest in Ireland, as proven by the Papal taxation returns of 1306. Its fame was due largely to the belief 
that it held a fragment of the True Cross which had been presented to Abbot John by the Pope. The 
Abbey was destroyed by Edward Bruce, together with the City of Coole in 1315-16.
 Although nothing remains today, we are fortunate to have a photograph of the remains of the Abbey 
taken by the eminent photographer, Robert J. Welch, in 1910.  We also have accounts of it given by 
such historians as George Benn who in his 1823 “History of the Town of Belfast” describes the Abbey 
as: The only ruin of importance, as an ecclesiastical edifice, in the immediate vicinity of Belfast Parish is 
called White Abbey.  It is beautifully situated near the foot of Carnmoney Mountain and not far from the 
sea.  The ruins of this building are still considerable, and its original extent has been very great.  From its 
state and structure there is reason to think, that this abbey once presented the shape of a cross; and the 
part now remaining is probably the eastern wing, which is in tolerable preservation.  It has three very long 
and narrow windows fronting the sea; the wall around, and between them, is darkened with a dense growth 
of ivy, which communicates a solemn, but not gloomy appearance.  Unlike some other religious houses in 
this kingdom, White House is not adorned with cut stone, or any ornament. It is remarkable however, that 
of this edifice, which, from its appearance and the number of foundations still to be traced, must have 
been of some importance, no particulars, either respecting its founder, or any other information, have 
been transmitted to us. 
 Tradition can give no further intelligence on the subject than that it was attached to Woodburn; and 
that the monks, when expelled at the Reformation from Carrickfergus Abbies, came up and resided here 
in great numbers is probable that they carried a great part of their wealth with them.  From different 
accounts, various articles, particularly coins, have been dug up in the adjoining fields; and nearer the ruins, 
when raising a large stone shaped like a trough, several images of silver, and a wide shallow cup of the same 
metal, are said to have been discovered. It is believed that a great city formerly existed here, called the” 
City of Coole”. 
 So what happened to remains of the White Abbey?  In 1925 a local farmer took the remaining stone 
to build a barn at Ashcroft. Because of this vandalism, members of the Belfast Naturalists Field Club, 
which included Robert J. Welch and Francis Joseph Bigger, got Parliament to pass a Bill, ‘to preserve 
what is left of our ancient monuments and prevent such wanton destruction.’ I wonder, as I look 
around me at the current destruction of our past by developers and planners of today, just when this 
piece of legislation, passed almost one hundred years ago, is going to be acted upon.  There have been 
several unsuccessful attempts to get the area around where the Abbey stood excavated, as this would 
give a greater insight into how it once looked and probably produce artefacts of historic significance. 
There is an ironic twist to this story however, it is recorded that during the last war the only bomb to 
fall, on what was to become Newtownabbey, was a direct hit on the barn built with the Abbey stone. 
Devine retribution perhaps?   Trevor Gibb
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