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Quality Produce - Quality Service
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Grade “A” Poultry
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Vicar’s Warden
Brian Adrain 9084 4433
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Janet Crilly 9083 6166

Vicar’s Glebewarden
Maurice Atkinson 9084 4093

Church Envelopes
Roy Williams, 5a Dorchester Gardens,

N’Abbey BT36 5JJ.  9084 1752

Gift Aid Secretary
David Gibson 9086 2237

CMS Globes
John Beck 9084 7026

Magazine Distributor
Georgie Gibb 9083 6967

Parish Website
Elaine Munn 07477 574247

carnmoneyparish@gmail.com

Weekly Notice Sheet
Joan Bradbury 9083 6035

 joanmarybradbury@yahoo.co.uk

Curate
Rev. Carol Harvey 07860 696800

Sexton
Harry Hamilton 9083 5848

Organist
David Rutherford 9028 7515

People’s Warden
John Beck 9084 7026
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Joyce Lardie 9084 9584

People’s Glebewarden
Robert Campbell 9084 3505
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Renee Norwood 07990 673010

Faith Factory
Linda McCullagh 07503 298562
Carolyn Beasant 07857 329999
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Bible Reading Secretary
Georgie Siberry 9083 7015
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-
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What’s On
Mon. 7.30pm

Indoor Bowling Club
John Fenton Tel: 9083 5409

2nd Tue. 8.00pm
C.o.I. Men’s Society

Trevor Gibb Tel: 9083 6967

4th Tue. 7.30pm
Mothers’ Union

Shirley Earley Tel: 9084 2008

Wed. 8.00pm

Choir Practice
Maurice Carson Tel: 9334 2342

Thu. 7.00pm

Church Girls’ Brigade
Amanda Templeton

Tel: 07468 486801

3rd Thu. 8.00pm

Healing Service
Pat Archbold Tel: 9443 3618

Church
Hall

Telephone

028 9080 0770

Fri. 6.30pm

Church Lads’ Brigade

Dana Henderson Tel: 9083 0420
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Dear Parishioners,

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
who is Christ the Lord (Luke 2:11).

 There is no event in our liturgical calendar that so explicitly shouts out 
“joy” as Christmas.  Into a world of war and rumours of war, into our fears 
and right into the midst of our troubled lives, comes the proclamation of 
“great joy”. ‘Today, a Saviour has been born to YOU!’ At Christmas, we 
celebrate the coming amongst us of the Deliverer. The One who, through his life and death, fulfills the 
promises of God. The One is born who brings us the greatest gift of all: fellowship with the living God!
How will our Christmas reflect this joy?
 In the giving of gifts - One of the greatest gifts we can receive is forgiveness of sins. This Christmas, 
choose to forgive a long held grievance.
 In the wonderful food we will enjoy - This Christmas, share your provision. There are many ways to 
do that, perhaps through hospitality or giving that bit extra to the food bank.
 In the Christmas lights on our tree and in our homes - This Christmas, remember the true light of 
the world. The tree in your window shines out to the world - take that message out with you. It’s an 
easy way to share your faith, talking about the Christmas lights in our homes, in the shops, on the 
streets.  
 I love Christmas and, in spite of the great sadness of loss in these past years, I am still looking 
forward to it with joy and a heart full of memories - even the memory of the traditional family Christmas 
row brings a smile! The wonderful fellowship of the Candlelight Carol Service, the serenity of that 
first Communion of Christmas, the joy of the Christingle service on Christmas morning with adults, 
children, old friends home for the holidays, the celebration of giving and receiving presents with 
friends and family. Yes, there will be sad moments too but that’s only natural; remember, Christmas 
points towards Easter just as birth points towards death. But for the moment, we concentrate on the 
joy and the hallelujahs. We have so much to be thankful for in God’s gift to us.  Listen again to what the 
angel says:
 ‘I am bringing YOU good news of great joy, for all the people, to YOU is born this day in the City of 
David,  a Saviour who is Christ the Lord.’
 How much more personal could you get? That gift of a Saviour is for YOU. The love that came 
down at Christmas is for YOU. Rejoice my friends and have a blessed Christmas.
     Love in Christ,

Confirmation
 We have invited Bishop Alan to Carnmoney to hold a Confirmation Service. This will be on 
Sunday 23rd June, 2019, at 6.30pm. Confirmation is the adult rite in which those who have or 
would like to make Jesus their Lord and Saviour and follow his ways, reaffirm for themselves 
the promises others made on their behalf at their baptism, during a public service in front of 
family, friends, the Bishop and the church community. The Bishop will lay hands on you and pray 
for you that God will confirm you with his Holy Spirit, equipping you to serve him in the world. 
After Confirmation, you are considered to be a full member of the church and are able to receive 
Holy Communion.
 A short evening course will be held at the Glebe House after Christmas for any teenagers aged 
14 and over to prepare them for Confirmation. As well as preparing for the service, we will be 
looking at what Christianity is all about, including what we believe and how we should live. 
 Also, it may be that many of the adults in our church, for a variety of reasons, have never 
taken this step of getting confirmed. If there are adults who would be interested in preparing for 
Confirmation, a separate course will be held to prepare them.
 If you fall into either of these categories, please ring Andy on 028 9083 6337 to express an 
interest, ask any questions, or register a place on either course.



Advent Course
 Come and spend some time amidst all the busyness of this season 
to ponder some of the characters in the Christmas story in the context 
of worship and prayer. 

 1. Thurs. 6th December: 7:30pm Memorial Room
 (in the context of evening prayer) -  Mary
 2. Thurs. 13th December: 7:30pm Memorial Room
 (in the context of evening prayer) - Joseph
 3. Thurs. 20th December: 7:30pm Church
 (in the context of Holy Communion & Healing) - The Shepherds

Everybody Welcome!

“Shaping the Future” Questionnaires
 Many thanks to all of you who have filled in and returned your questionnaires. They make 
fascinating reading and will help to inform our discussions as we begin to seek to ascertain God’s 
vision for our future after Easter next year. If you haven’t yet returned your questionnaire, can I urge 
you to take a few minutes to fill it in before returning it to the box at the back of church. Please be as 
honest as you can, and you can either put your name at the bottom or keep it anonymous. If you have 
mislaid your questionnaire, there are more copies at the back of church, or if you email or ring Andy 
(andy.heber@googlemail.com), he will send you another one. Please do take this opportunity to help 
us shape an exciting future together; your views are important!

Children’s Crib Service - Christmas Eve at 4pm
 Along with all our normal Christmas services, this year we are introducing an additional service 
tailored especially, but not exclusively, for our children. Why not take some time out amidst all the 
busyness of Christmas Eve to come along to church for a special Crib Service. During this informal 
service, which will take place on the chancel step, the children will be hearing and participating in 
the Christmas story as they place the different figures into the Crib. So please come along with your 
children and your grandchildren, to hear again the greatest story ever told

Thank You from Georgie
 Many thanks to all those who have delivered the Carnmoney Review throughout the year.  Your 
help is greatly appreciated. I would also like to thank everyone who has helped with the tea and coffee 
after the Family Service each month.
 To all of you, I would like to wish a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
We are always looking for new people to serve at the Elevenses, so if you feel you would like to help, 
please contact me.  Generally, you will only be called on once a year.  Georgie Gibb Tel: 9083 6967

Letter of Thanks from the Family of Christine McKee
 The McKee family wish to thank everyone in the Parish for the messages of sympathy that were 
received following the sudden death of Christine in October.  The family also give thanks for the help 
that was given in organising the catering after the funeral service, a tremendous effort by everyone 
involved.  Donations in lieu of flowers were made to the Regional ICU at the Royal Victoria Hospital, 
and a total of £465 has been sent to their offices.
 Thanks again for your support and prayers as we attempt to reconcile ourselves to recent events. 
Bill, Matthew, James and the family circle.

Thank You from Anne
 Very many thanks to all who have contributed towards the flowers during the year. The 2019 
calendar is now available in the church porch.   Anne Campbell
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Elevenses
*  Georgie Gibb, Joan Bradbury, Janet Crilly, 

Anne Harper.
*  Responsible for shopping and 

organising.
Georgie Gibb - Tel: 9083 6967
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Diary for December
Saturday 1st December 10.30am Christmas Craft Fair in the Church Hall
Sunday 2nd December  Advent Sunday
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion and Faith Factory
Tuesday 4th December 7.30pm Memorial Room - Select Vestry
Thursday 6th December 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm Memorial Room - Advent Series 1 - Mary
Saturday 8th December 9.00am Men’s Society Big Breakfast
  2.30pm Mothers’ Union Afternoon Tea - Templeton Hotel 
Sunday 9th December  2nd Sunday of Advent
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am  Morning Prayer and Faith factory
Thursday 13th December 7.30pm Memorial Room - Advent Series 2 - Joseph
Sunday 16th December  3rd Sunday of Advent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Faith Factory Nativity Service
  6.30pm  Carols by Candlelight. Refreshments will be available to in 

the Church Hall following this service 
Thursday 20th December 7.30pm In Church - Advent Series 3 - The Shepherds
Sunday 23rd  December  4th Sunday of Advent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Morning Prayer 2
Monday 24th December 2.30pm Memorial Room - Making Christingles
  4.00pm In church - Christmas Eve Crib Service
  11.30pm Holy Communion
Tuesday 25th December 9.30am Holy Communion
  10.45am Christmas Day Family Service
Sunday 30th  December  1st Sunday of Christmas
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Morning Prayer
Sunday 6th January  The Epiphany
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion

Knitting B
 Our numbers are still growing - but there’s room for YOU! Thursday mornings 
at 10.30am in the Memorial Room. Call in for a visit, even if you don’t knit! The last 
meeting of the year will be Thursday 6th December, recommencing 3rd January. 
Expect a picture in our January magazine of the Christmas outing to the Mill!

Blythswood Christmas Shoe Box Appeal
 Many thanks to  Mrs Betty Redfern for organising the shoe box appeal, and well done to all of you 
because we doubled our number of boxes this 
year.  There were almost forty boxes filled and 
returned through church.

Fellowship Group
 Please see the Advent Series editorial on page 
5 for details.
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Flower Rota
2nd December  ..........................  Mr & Mrs J. Beck
9th December  ......................................................
16th December  ......................  Mr & Mrs D. Chick
23rd December .............................. Norma Busby
30th December ......................  The Hanley family

Flower arranger - Anne Campbell 9084 3505

Readings
Date Morning Evening
2nd December 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 No Evening Service 
 Luke 21:25-36
9th December Malachi 3:1-5 ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
 Luke 3:1-6
16th December Family Service ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
23rd December Micah 5:2-5a ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
 Luke 1:39-45
30th December Colossians 3:12-17 ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘ 
 Luke 2:41-52
6th January Isaiah 60:1-6 ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘ 
 Matthew 2:1-12

Readers
Date Morning Evening
2nd December Mr D. Gibson No Evening Service
9th December Mrs A. Steenson ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
16th December Family Service ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
23rd December Mrs A. Campbell ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
30th December Mrs J. Lardie ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
6th January Mr T. Prenter ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘

* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

F.W.O. Counters
2nd December  .........................  Mrs M. Robinson
9th December  ...............................  Mr T. Prenter
16th December  ..........................  Mr J. Magowan
23rd December ...............................  Mr J. Fenton
30th December ................................ Mrs P. White

Restoration Counters
2nd December  ................ Mr & Mrs J. Terrington
9th December  ................................. Mr J. Walker
16th December  ..................................  Mr J. Beck
23rd December ..........................  Mrs E. Roulston
30th December .......................... Mrs L. Hamilton
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Select Vestry
 Vestry Members, please note the new permanent time 
of the Vestry - 7.30pm. The next meeting is on Tuesday 4th 
December in the Memorial Room.

Healing 
Service 

 The December 
Healing Service 
on 20th 
December will 
be incorporated 
into our Advent 
series (see notice 
on page 5).  Please 
note intercessors 
will meet at the 
earlier time of 
7.00pm.

Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 Once again, for our November meeting, it was a full house. It may well have 
been the very interesting talk given by our speaker Danielle Hamilton on the 
history and background of Lidl; or on the other hand, it may have been the lure 
of the many delicious samples from the company’s Christmas de luxe selection 
that attracted so many. Whichever it was, it turned out to be a very enjoyable and 
interesting evening, and no doubt many of those who attended were down to Lidl’s next day to stock 
up on many of the products sampled.
 Our next meeting is looked on as one of the highlights of our year, the Men’s Breakfast. This year 
it will be held on Saturday 8th December at 9.00am, and as usual, all men of the Parish and friends are 
invited. We can promise a good breakfast, and, although it is always cooked by members, there have 
never yet been any fatalities (well not too many!).  The speaker this year is from the charity Open 
Doors Northern Ireland, who support Christians who are persecuted for their faith in other countries. 
As this is a subject which has been very much in the news recently, we look forward very much to 
this presentation which should give us a more in-depth look at what is happening outside our own 
country.
  It is hoped that we get a good turnout for this meeting, and to aid with catering, a sheet will be 
left at the back of the church for the names of those who wish to attend. There is no charge for the 
breakfast, but, as is our custom, there will be a collection which will be passed on to the charity.

Trevor Gibb, Hon. Secretary

 The last Mothers’ Union event this year will be Afternoon Tea at the Templeton Hotel on Saturday 
8th December at 2.30pm. This has proven to be very popular and we are looking forward to this little 
bit of self indulgence at the beginning of the Christmas season.  
 At this time of celebration, we should not forget those families less fortunate and less well provided 
for, both at home and abroad.  We can help in so many ways, by prayer and in practical terms also.
 Every blessing for a joyous Christmas and a peaceful 2019.  Anna Brandon

Rev. Carol Harvey was pleased to 
receive her medal marking the 
Brigade’s 125th Anniversary serving 
the Church of Ireland. Read more 
about the CLCGB on page 10.
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A star rose in the sky
and glory from on high

did fill the night with splendour. 
Came birds with joyful voice

to carol and rejoice with
songs so sweet and tender.

The eagle then did rise,
went flying through the skies,

to tell the wondrous story,
sang: Jesus, born is he,

who comes to set us free,
he brings us joy and glory.

The sparrow with delight
said: This is Christmas night,

our happiness revealing.
The sky with praises rang,

as finch and robin sang
their songs of glad rejoicing.

The lark upon the wing
said: Now it seems like spring,

no more is winter pressing;
for now a flower is born

whose fragrance on this morn
to earth brings heaven’s 

blessing.

Sang magpie, thrush, and jay,
It seems the month of May
in answer to our yearning.
The trees again are green

and blossoms now are seen,
it is the spring returning!

The cuckoo sang: Come, come,
And celebrate the dawn

this glorious aurora.
The raven from his throat
then trilled a festive note
to the unexcelled Señora.

The partridge then confessed,
I want to build my nest

beneath that very gable
where I may see the Child

and watch whene’er he smiles
with Mary in that stable.

 Pablo Casals was awarded the United Nations 
Peace Medal in October 1971 for his lifelong 
commitment to peace and the rights of all people.
 This Christmas Carol is from Catalonia and made 
famous by the World Famous Cellist, Pablo Casals.

Carol of the Birds

Recycling for Restoration Fund
   We have raised £12 for coffee jars with glass lids sold on Gumtree and also £6.50 
donations for books. Please keep collecting non-magnetic scrap metal, electric wiring, 
leads, cables, motors and aluminium drinks cans ( no glass in bags please).
 Please leave scrap at 7 Glebecoole Park. (Please call Maurice or Doreen on 028 9084 4093 
before calling). Doreen and I would like to wish everyone a happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year 
and thank everyone for contributing their recycling each month.     Maurice Atkinson

Portrait by Dezsõ Czigány



10

Church Lads’ & Girls’ Report
 “Anniversaries” has been a recent theme. On the 30th September, members 
attended the Brigade’s 125th Anniversary Service in St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Armagh. Then on Remembrance Day, marking the 100th Anniversary of 
the Armistice, the CLB and CGB were represented at the Parish’s Act of 
Remembrance. In the afternoon, four girls from Carnmoney CGB, along with 
four lads from St Paul’s CLB, Lisburn, represented the Ulster Regiment at the 
Remembrance Service in St Anne’s Cathedral, Belfast, when Prince Andrew was 
the special guest. 
 The Enrolment Service was on the 18th November, when several new members were enrolled. 
The Brigade turned out in numbers not seen for a long time, showing that it is enjoying something of 
a revival. Strength at present - Officers, Lads and Girls - is 40 members. Our new Chaplain, Rev. Andy 
Heber, and Curate, Rev. Carol Harvey, were presented with the Brigade’s 125th Anniversary Medal. 
We thank them for their contribution to our Enrolment Service. 
 The leaders would like to thank the lads and girls who provided a guard of honour for Rev. Andy 
Heber, the Bishop of Connor and other clergy, on the night of Rev. Heber’s installation as the new 
vicar for Carnmoney Parish, 18th October.

The CLB and CGB were represented at 
the Remembrance Service in our church.

Carnmoney CGB with St Paul’s Lisburn CLB, at the 
Remembrance Service in Belfast Cathedral.

The Church Lads and Girls continue to swell the ranks.
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Hope for the Future
 On 20th November, 1960, my parents and I came to live in the parish, from the small-in-numbers 
parish church of Layde in Cushendall. It has been a joy and privilege to have been part of busy parish life 
between St Brigid’s and the Parish Church for seven years before marriage and continuing afterwards 
as Honorary  Secretary of the Church’s Ministry of Healing group. 
 In the fellowship of our church, my spiritual life has been greatly enriched by opportunities for prayer, 
teaching, Bible study, discussion groups and worship. Our two daughters have gained much from their 
lives in the Brownies and Guides, including life skills and friendships still ongoing. 
 Given the timing of Mercia’s marriage and Andy’s institution as Vicar, the change-over has been 
in God’s timing and has been accompanied by much intentional prayer and reflection by parishioners 
and everyone involved in the selection procedure. Each new chapter of parish life has its own joys and 
challenges. 
 We are now being prepared by the Holy Spirit to take the church, probably active in the area since 
around 600 A.D., into our decades of the third millennium. According to H.J.St.J. Clarke in Thirty 
Centuries in South East Antrim, ‘The first church at Coole…was probably a small beehive structure built 
of mud and wattles.’ Possibly baptisms took place at the well. 
 The inspired Celtic saints have left us much to increase our understanding of their live faith, 
including the hymn Be Thou My Vision. Now the Holy Spirit invites us, as faithful people of integrity 
and commitment, to live up to our baptismal promise “to continue to be Christ’s faithful soldiers and 
servants till our lives’ end”.
 In the days and months ahead, the same Holy Spirit will inspire us as we pray, share, learn, discuss, 
do Bible study and worship with our Vicar, starting with the questionnaire, and continuing with the very 
positive “Reflections from the Glebe House”, to give form to “Shaping the Future Together”. The Biblical 
quotations used in it are great for reflections at each stage of the shaping process.    Pat Archbold

Life at the Front
 This year, our minds have been very much on the conditions soldiers had to 
endure in the trenches during the Great War, and recently, I have had the opportunity 
to read the Burgoyne Diaries.
 Gerald Achilles Burgoyne was an officer with the Royal Irish Rifles in the First 
World War, and his diary gives a first-hand account of life in the trenches just south 
of Ypres and the terrible conditions they had to endure. Burgoyne’s diaries end in 
May 1915 when he was wounded after the gruesome and abortive attack on the 
notorious Hill 60. He survived the war but unfortunately was killed in1936 at the age 
of 62, bombed by the Italian Air Force as he and his mules escorted a Red Cross unit 
in the north of Ethiopia. Within his documents, which were found by his daughter, 
was the following poem which shows that, even under the horrifying conditions they had to contend 
with, there was still a little humour or perhaps it was a touch of irony. I don’t know who wrote the poem, 
only that it was written in the trenches in 1915 by someone with the initials W.S.D., who probably was 
writing it on a scrap of paper sitting in a mud-filled dug-out with shells flying overhead. Not an Owens 
or a Sassoon perhaps, but I can’t help feeling the emotion in these lines.  Trevor Gibb

When the shrapnel bursts into the trench,
And the bullets scream over my head,

To my Dug-out I creep for a few hours of sleep
In a straw -covered, mud-bottomed bed;

It’s up to my ankles in slush,
And it’s crowded with beings that itch,

It ain’t quite a Ritz, but it’s cover from Fritz-
My Little Dug-out in the Ditch.

There are vermin to welcome me in,
There are bugs that will give me a kiss,

There are fleas that will bite each hour of the night
And a thousand things other men miss.

It’s a corner of Hades itself
Though it’s only an underground niche

And with bombs bursting there,
what place can compare

With my Little Dug-out in the Ditch.  W.S.D.

My Little Dug-Out in the Ditch




