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From the Curate’s Desk
Dear parishioners,
 At this time of year I am always reminded of the passage of time.  
Perhaps this year more than ever.  Have we really been living under the 
shadow of the pandemic for nearly two years!  Last Christmas (whoops 
breaking into a George Michael song!) we were thinking about loved 
ones - grieving over the loss of  family and family get-togethers, anxious 
about friends and family who were on their own and thinking about the 
lock down which was to come again on Boxing day.  This year we are a 
little bit more relaxed although still some what anxious and still adjusting 
to this new reality.  I suppose it makes us a little nostalgic as we look back 
on past Christmas’ and I am reminded of our Remember when sermon series.  Yes we remember 
Christmas’ past but in the spirit of Advent we have hope that even through suffering “weeping may 
stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning” (Psalm30:5).
 And yes, here we are into the season of Advent as we watch and wait for the celebration once 
again - the celebration of God made flesh.  The word Advent means coming or arrival and the focus 
of the season is the celebration of the birth of Jesus in His First Advent.  The anticipation for us in this 
21st Century is the return of Christ as King in His Second Advent.  So, Advent is far more than simply 
marking a 2,000 year old event in history, it is celebrating a truth about God, the revelation of God in 
Christ - God entering our broken world - so that all of creation might come into eternal relationship 
with Him.
 In this double focus of past and future, Advent also symbolises the spiritual journey of us as 
individuals and of us as a parish, as we affirm that Christ has come - “The word became flesh and 
made His dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory the glory of the one and only Son, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).  That He is present in the world today and that He 
will come again in power.  This acknowledgement provides us with a basis for our daily walk in God’s 
Kingdom, it makes us conscious of our own responsibilities as a people commanded to “love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind 
and, love your neighbour as yourself” (Luke 10:27).  This commandment surely speaks to our “selfish” 
nature, as we rush around worrying about how and when everything will be done?  So Advent gives 
us an opportunity to stop, to take stock and to be still and remember who God is!  You can come and 
share that stillness in our Wednesday evening advent series (see information on the opposite page).
 Advent (remembering that it points towards Holy week), is marked with the spirit of expectation 
and hope, however faint at times, that God, however distant He sometimes seems, brings light 
to the darkest places of the world.  You all know how I love the Christmas lights - reminding us of 
Jesus’ words “I am the light of the world”, and in fact as if in a blessing, the sky has literally been 
illuminated as the pre Christmas fireworks exploded into the night sky, just outside my window!  God 
incarnate brings a promise of deliverance from all assaults of the enemy - including Covid!  And He 
brings  a promise of peace and justice for all.  “For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 

the government will be on His shoulders.  And He 
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)
   So dear friends, wait expectantly and with 
not just hope but a blessed assurance of your 
Saviour’s accompaniment on your journey - 
past, present and future.
       May I wish you all a joyous Christmas.

 Love in Christ,
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Parish Register
Holy Baptism

‘ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’
 21st November Charlotte Anne Turtle-Gaile
 28th November Harris Alexander Patrick

Christian Burial
‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ‘ says the Lord

 5th November Karen Elizabeth Jane Brown
 25th November Edith Scott

In Memoriam
 Karen Brown (née Crilly), beloved daughter of Janet, sister of Alan, Michael and the late Colin and 
much loved mother of Isabelle, passed away suddenly but peacefully at her home on 28th October 
2021.  A service of celebration of her life which was held in James Brown’, on Friday 5th November, 
with a burial of ashes in Carnmoney Cemetery on 24th November 2021.  The services were conducted 
by Rev. Carol Harvey.  Karen was born on 2nd August 1973.  The youngest of four children, a baby girl 
amongst three boys, well she was her daddy’s girl.  Not a frilly girl, Karen was a tomboy wanting to do 
all the things her big brothers were doing.  The affection the boys had for her was so very obvious in 
the way they spoke of her and their protection of her.  Karen was a clever, popular and lively girl, the 
many school photographs of trips and outings testified to that.  She graduated from the University of 
Ulster in Catering Management and moved to England, eventually changing jobs to an establishment 
in Glasgow where she met her husband to be Wayne.  They were married in Carnmoney Church where 
she and all her brothers were christened and confirmed and where her parents played an active part.  
The wedding was one to remember and in tributes at the service and memories shared afterwards 
Wayne, the family and some of Karen’s friends related happy and hilarious memories of that special 
day.  After some fun filled years of travelling together, Karen and Wayne put down roots in a small 
idyllic village in North Yorkshire.  A beautiful place but with an aged population it was not a place for a 
young mother and after Isabelle was born and Wayne’s job took him away so very often, Karen choose 
to return home to Northern Ireland.  Although she suffered many spells in hospital Karen was a fighter 
as was evident when she discharged herself, albeit on a stick, so she could attend her brother Colin’s 
funeral.  She never lost her quick wit and sense of humour. She has left her mark on this world.  Her 
friend Amanda put it like this, “I have many fond memories emblazoned on my mind of Karen, she will 
never be forgotten.  I don’t think there’s anyone in this room who, once they met Karen, would ever 
forget her.  Rest in peace. You were truly one of a kind.”  We commend her family and all who knew and 
loved her to your prayers.

Advent Course: The Christmas Songs
 As we all know, the run up to Christmas can be an extremely busy and pressured time, so why not 
make some time to draw aside, be quiet, and reflect on some of the aspects of the Christmas story? 
 Over the first three Wednesdays in Advent we are planning some short services of reflective 
worship in church in which we will be studying some of the spontaneous songs that were sung as 
a result of some of the happenings around the time Jesus was born. All the services will begin at 
7.30pm and the subjects will be as follows:
  Wednesday 1st December: Mary’s Song (The Magnificat)
  Wednesday 8th December: Zechariah’ song (The Benedictus)
  Wednesday 15th December: The Song of the Angels
 As we will discover, all of these songs include some tremendous themes which will help us to 
better understand why God sent his Son Jesus into our world, so please do come along and make 
space to escape from the rush to pause and be quiet with others this Advent.
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Diary for December
Wednesday 1st December 7.30pm Church - Advent Course 1: (Mary’s Song)
Thursday 2nd December 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Sunday 5th December  2nd Sunday of Advent
  9.15am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion and Faith Factory
Tuesday 7th December 7.00pm Church Hall - Select Vestry
Wednesday 8th December 7.30pm Church - Advent Course 2: (Zechariah’s Song)
Thursday 9th December 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Sunday 12th December  3rd Sunday of Advent
  9.15am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am Morning Prayer and Faith Factory
  6.30pm Carol Service
Wednesday 15th December 1.00pm Church Hall - Friendship Group Christmas Party
  7.30pm Church - Advent Course 3: (The Angels’ Song)
Thursday 16th December 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Sunday 19th December  The Sunday before Advent
  9.15am Holy Communion
  11.00am Family Service and Virtual Nativity
  6.30pm Carol Service
Friday 24th December  Christmas Eve
  4.00pm Crib Service
  11.30pm Holy Communion
Saturday 25th December  Christmas Day
  10.00am Family Communion Service (with toys)
Sunday 26th December  1st Sunday of Christmas
  10.30am Service of the Word
Sunday 2nd January  2nd Sunday of Christmas
  9.15am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion

Readings  &  Readers
Date Readings ............................Reader

5th December (2nd Sunday of Advent) Philippians 1:3-11 ................ Shirley Earley
Welcome: Ana Olarte-Roulston Luke 3:1-6 ............................ Anne Campbell
12th December (3rd Sunday of Advent) Philippians 4:4-7 .................. Olivia Roulston
Welcome: Hannah and Sophie Gray Luke 3:7-18 .......................... Pat Whitel
19th December (4th Sunday of Advent) Micah 5:2-5a ........................ Faith Factory
Welcome: Adam Thompson Luke 1:39-45 ........................ Faith Factory
24th December (Christmas Eve) 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-11, 16 ..... T.B.D.
  Luke 1:67-79 ........................ T.B.D.
25th December  (Christmas Day) Luke 2:1-14 .......................... Sharon Ferguson
26th December (1st Sunday of Christmas) Acts 7:51-60 ........................ Eileen Roulston
  Matthew 10:17-22 ............... Lynne Heber
2nd January (2nd Sunday of Christmas) ? ............................................ ?
  ? ............................................ ?



7

Recycling for Restoration Fund
 We have received £10 for sale of glass jars for craft work and £10 for sale of other 
recycled items from a parishioner.  We have also raised £40 from clothes this month. 
We are collecting copper, brass (including taps), aluminium, copper wire and all types of 
cables. Please leave at our house after ringing 028 9084 4093 before delivering. We are 
no longer recycling any steel or steel and aluminium cans. Please leave clothes (excluding duvets, 
pillows and cushions) at the church hall when open.
 We would like to wish everyone a very happy Christmas and a healthy and prosperous New Year 
and thank everyone who contributed to recycling and a special thanks to Harry and Lorinda for 
helping with clothes recycling when we weren’t able to go to the hall.   Maurice and Doreen

F.W.O. & Restoration 
Fund Counters

5th December .................................Roy Williams
12th December ........................... Trevor Prenter
19th December ..........................Eileen Roulston
26th December ......................... Joyce Norwood
2nd January ................................ Rene Norwood Flower arranger - Marie McKeen 9084 9822

Rota for Volunteer Stewards in Church 
11.00am Service Back of Church Front of Church Carol Services (12th & 19th)
5th December Warden Ben White
12th December Warden Audrey McMorran Ben & Pat White
19th December Warden Heather Seeds Warden & Valerie Magee
24th December   Trevor Gibb & Sharon Ferguson
25th December 10am Mike Barfield Lorinda Hamilton
26th December 10.30am Warden Marie McKeen
2nd January Warden Joyce Lardie

Sign Language Course
 A five week sign language course will commence on Saturday 15th January 2022 at 11am in the 
Church Hall. The course will last for approx 1.5 hours, and our tutor Yanahir will be with us for five 
consecutive Saturday mornings showing us everyday signs which are in common use.
 For those who attended the course in 2020 which we sadly had to cancel after a few Saturdays 
there will be no additional fee.
 For those interested in registering for the first time, there will be a fee of £20 for the complete 
course and there will be no charge for children.
 The numbers for this course will be limited, so if you wish to register, please contact-
Roy Williams Email: roywilliams100@hotmail.com - Tel: 028 9084 1752.

F.W.O. & Restoration 
Fund Counters

5th December .......................... Mr & Mrs J. Beck
12th December .............................Norma Busby
19th December ...................... Mr & Mrs D. Chick
26th December ............................. Hanley family

We had our MU meeting on Tuesday 23rd November. Carol, Shirley, Gayle and Victoria lead the 
meeting.  In Gayle’s prayers she used different shoes to illustrate domestic abuse.  This was very 
effective and powerful.  We all made a floral table arrangement which has got us into practice for the 
Christmas dinner centre piece.  A good job was done by all.
 Our next meeting will be 15th December when we are joining with the Friendship Group for a 
Christmas party.   Anne Campbell
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Christmas Events and Services
 As Christmas Day approaches, we are planning several events and services to help us 
journey towards the birth of Christ:
 Christmas Toy Service: Sunday 5th December
We decided not to do this last year because of the Covid risks, however it is back on again this 
year. Please bring your new and unwrapped children’s toys to church on Sunday 5th December 
and leave them in the area beside the font. These will be distributed to Children’s charities in 
the area who will pass them on to children they work with in time for Christmas. If anyone is 
willing to help us take them to the drop off point on Monday 6th December please meet at 
church at 10am that day.
 Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party: Wednesday 15th December 1pm-4pm
Thanks to a generous grant from Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council, The Carnmoney 
Community Friendship Club are arranging a Christmas party for our senior citizens. This will be 
in the church hall and will include a finger buffet meal, drinks and entertainment provided by 
Louis Small as well as a few other surprises. Space means we are limited to 60 places and for 
catering purposes we will need to know exact numbers. Everybody is welcome so if you would 
like to book a place please E mail or ring Andy.
 Carols by Candlelight: Sunday 12th and Sunday 19th December at 6.30pm
Like last year we are planning two identical evening Carol services to give everybody who 
wants to come the chance to attend; however because of the need for social distancing places 
are numbered and you will need to book a seat. We are hoping to light up the church with 
candlelight and will be using the traditional nine lessons and carols format, with members of 
the church organisations reading the lessons.  The choir are practising hard and will be singing 
several pieces. The whole evening and the beautiful setting of the church will certainly get us 
into the atmosphere of Christmas, so please ring or E mail Andy to book yourself a seat. 
 Virtual Nativity Family Service: Sunday 19th December at 11am
Once again our Faith Factory are producing a Virtual Nativity Play this year which will be 
performed on the big screen at our family service on Sunday 19th December. The children will 
also be leading the prayers and doing the readings that day. If you saw the Virtual Nativity last 
year you won’t want to miss this!
 Children’s Crib Service: Christmas Eve at 4pm
Using our crib and nativity figures we will be telling again that familiar Christmas story with 
songs and audience participation. However this year children and families will need to sit in the 
pews rather than around the crib. 
 Midnight Communion: Christmas Eve at 11.30pm
After last years hiatus our first communion of Christmas will be making a comeback this year. 
Welcome Christ at midnight.
 Family Communion Service: Christmas Day at 10am
Wear your Christmas jumpers and bring your new presents to church for the clergy to try out 
as we enjoy an informal and fun Family communion service with plenty of sweets.
 St Stephen’s Day Service: Boxing Day at 10.30am
After the busyness of Christmas we are combining our two Sunday services into one on Boxing 
Day. The service will be held at 10am and we will be thinking about the first Christian martyr: 
St Stephen.
 We hope to see you at one or more of these services as we celebrate the birth of Christ.
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We Have a New Parish 
Reader at Carnmoney!

 Many congratulations to Sharon Ferguson who 
was commissioned by the Diocesan Warden of 
Readers, The Rev. Peter Jones, at a special service 
of Evening Prayer on Sunday 7th December. Sharon 
has been licensed as a Parish Reader and can now 
lead services at Carnmoney Parish Church but not 
in other churches in the Diocese (that is the role of 
a Diocesan Reader).
 Sharon led her first services both online and in 
person on Sunday 28th November. Please do pray 
for her as she learns the ropes and hopefully leads 
many more services in Carnmoney in the coming 
years.

Confirmation Service
 On Sunday 17th October we held our 
first Confirmation Service since Covid 
when we were joined for the first time by 
our new Bishop the Rt Rev George Davison 
who confirmed 4 members of our church 
and one from St. Catherine’s Church who 
joined us for the evening. Although initially 
the nerves were apparent the Bishop was 
very friendly and easy going and soon put 
everybody at their ease. Congratulations 
to Elaine Cairncross, Sharon Ferguson, Eve 
Wilson and Samantha Campbell for taking this big step forward in their Christian lives. Both the adults 
and the teenagers will be continuing to meet together and continue their learning in the weeks ahead 
in two separate groups. We are hoping that the adult group will develop into a daytime house group 
after Christmas. If anyone is interested in joining, please talk with Andy.

Knitting B
 The knitting B continues to meet on Thursday at 10.30 – 12noon, where needles 
click and cups clink and voices are raised in chat and laughter.  The ladies have been 
knitting industriously, amongst other things twiddle muffs - double knitted muffs 
in fabulous colours and textures - decorated by Maureen Robinson so artistically, 
beautifully,  with broaches, ribbons, buttons and bells - you should see a photograph 
of them on our Face book page.  These are delivered to the nursing home and are 
used to comfort those with Alzheimer’s who find it difficult to keep their hands 
at peace, they also keep hands snugly warm.  Prayer squares also hot at the moment - small squares 
with a cross in the centre - a prayer attached with a ribbon - to be delivered to the hospital Chaplains 
to distribute on his rounds. Hats and scarves for the Mission to Seafarers continue and children’s 
cardigans which go to Women’s aid and the mission field.  Of course that’s not to mention the new teddy 
mini blanket, cot blankets for incubators and premature baby hats.  Elaine is busy stitching together our 
Covid squares - and that exciting design will be unveiled in the fullness of time.  Yes I did say industrious. 
If you are passing do pop in and say hello, you will be very welcome.
 God bless, and Happy Christmas from the Knitting B!
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Hi children,
 As I write this notice it’s hard to believe it will be in 
December’s magazine. Christmas is coming Children.
 We are all busy filming for the virtual nativity play.  All being 
well it will be shown on the big screen in Church on the 19th of 
December at 11am family service. I hope you and your parents 
will be able to come to support you and enjoy the fun.
 Wishing you all a happy Christmas.
  Love, Jayne Linda and Rosemary

An Update from the Olo Diocese Link Mission Committee
 Regular prayer meetings will be starting in January. These will take place on the third Sunday of the 
month, at 10.30am in the Memorial Room.  Linda Abwa will be suggesting prayer points as requested 
by Bishop Tandema from Olo Diocese. The prayer meetings are open to everyone. Join in by staying 
on after the early service or come early for the later one.
 At this time of year we collect the CMSI globes and boxes. Please leave these at the back of 
Church. Remember to put your name on the globe/box so we can return it to you. If you don’t want to 
have a globe at home one for your loose change there will be one at the back of Church throughout 
the year for you to use. Many thanks to all who continue to support CMSI.
 Do you fancy exercising your “little grey cells” over Christmas, why not pick up a fireside quiz 
sheet from the back of church? Take a few if you think family or friends would enjoy a challenge. One 
pound is requested for each sheet you take or pass on. Again there is a box at the rear of the church. 
The completed sheets can also be given/sent directly to me or left at the back of the church. Thanks 
to all who take part, I hope you have fun.

 Prayer Points
 •  Pre Lambeth-Conference preparations.
 •  Rising Covid numbers. Hygiene and health care are basic.                                                             Gayle Hanna

World’s Oldest Fake Tree
 Did you know that it is a family in Wiltshire, the Parkers, who claim to own the world’s oldest 
artificial Christmas tree?  It was bought in 1886, and it is still put up every year.

Mistletoe’s Smelly History
 Did you know that the word ‘mistletoe’ means dung on a tree?  The Anglo-Saxons thought that 
mistletoe grew in trees where birds had left their droppings. Mistel means dung, and tan means twig.

The Story of Mince Pies
 Did you know that mince pies have been traditional English Christmas fare since the Middle 
Ages, when meat was a key ingredient? The addition of spices, suet and alcohol to meat came about 
because it was an alternative to salting and smoking in order to preserve the food. Mince pies used to 
be a different shape - cradle-shaped with a pastry baby Jesus on top.

Where Did Christmas Stockings Come From?
 No one is really sure, but a story is told of St Nicholas, a bishop who lived in the 4th century, who 
may have started the custom by accident. St Nicholas was of a wealthy family, and of a generous 
heart. As Christmas approached one year, he wanted to help a poor family whom he knew, but he 
did not want them to know it was him. So he climbed up on their roof on Christmas Eve and dropped 
some coins down the chimney.
 The next morning the coins, to the great surprise of the family, were found in the stockings of 
the ladies, who had hung them to dry by the fire the night before. Every year after that they put their 
stockings out, in the hope that some more money would fall into them. They told the story of this 
amazing appearance to their friends and neighbours, and the custom caught on.

Christmas Titbits...
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