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Please support the 
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support they afford our 
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Dear Parishioners,
 In July, it will be 12 years since you welcomed me into the Parish as 
Curate Assistant, with a delicious lunch prepared by our catering team.  
Now we are preparing to welcome and receive, with joy and excitement, 
our new vicar and his wife, who will be joining us mid-October (read all 
about them in his introductory article on page 5).
 Like yourselves and like our Parish, we have all experienced change.  
Some change is necessitated by loss, and those changes are never easy.  I 
have had my share of loss of loved ones over the years I have been with you, and what can you do about 
that?  You can’t change it, but you can use it to deepen your faith as you learn to rely more closely on 
God as Abba-Father, Friend and Counsellor.  And as you learn, so you teach or demonstrate, through 
your life, the strength, comfort and peace to be found in that close relationship with God.  This is how 
we can impact on our friends and family, when they see the two way street in operation in our lives – us 
leaning on God – God providing for our needs of body, mind and spirit.  Of course it doesn’t stop here, 
for as Christians we are called not just to receive but to give – share the healing we receive  through our 
actions. Living out God’s love – not just on a Sunday – but through the ordinary conditions of our life.
 But that is speaking personally. What about corporately? What about change in our church?  Have 
we seen change in it?  I know some of you will point to the Sunday School and say, ‘yes it used to be 80 
or more strong and now we are lucky to have 9.’  “Lucky” – no not lucky “Blessed”.  Yes, we have been 
“blessed” with nine to build on – so let’s see what happens.  I can’t help but wonder if we, the older 
generation, are to blame for driving our young people away.  It struck me after the Ascension Sunday 
children’s talk.  In Luke 24, we read that after the ascension, the disciples returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy to await the coming of the Holy Spirit. When we went out to cut the strings of the helium 
balloons, the children rejoiced; they whooped and laughed – it was wonderful to see.  ‘Keep rejoicing,’ 
I told them, ‘as you go back into church.’  The moment they entered into the church, they were quiet 
and sombre again!  Their joyful exuberance squashed by what?  Our critical eye or ear?  ‘Don’t talk in 
church – sit there and keep quiet.’  What message does this send?  Does it say church is a place where 
I feel loved and valued for myself?  It seems to me it says church is not for children; church is not for 
young people!   Remember what Jesus said in Matthew 18:3 ‘Truly I tell you, unless you change and 
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.’  And he goes on to give a warning 
about being a “stumbling block” to a child or indeed a stumbling block to anyone.  At Pentecost we 
welcomed the Holy Spirit – we asked God to fill us with the Holy Spirit – please consider the fruit of 
the Spirit – love, joy, peace, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, patience, and self control.  These are the 
attributes we are called as Christians to demonstrate in our lives in thought, word and deed.  Not 
criticism, scepticism, suspicion, aggression.    
 We are entering into a new chapter in the life of our church.  As we pray for Andy and Lynne to have 
a stress-free move, let’s also pray for their future here, not forgetting your part as a parish to pull 
together – one church, one faith, one Lord, as we work for the furthering of God’s Kingdom.
    With Love in Christ,

4

Knitting B
 Our Knitting B is meeting as usual on Thursday at 10.30am, and there is some work going on there 
between knitting and crochet.  Curate Carol showed us a picture of a friend’s new baby – five minutes 
old wearing the type of little knitted hat that the ladies and the Mothers’ Union have supplied to the 
hospitals over the years.  It certainly is proving to be very therapeutic, and it keeps the fingers moving 
ladies and gents!  So why not join us – it’s very agreeable.

 CORRECTION - Last month it was wrongly reported that Mercia had informed the Parish in 
September that she was leaving, when it was actually Remembrance Sunday in November.
 Also, please note that Mercia’s old email address is now defunct. Please update your address 
book to her new address, which is:  merciaflanagan1@gmail.com
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Rural Deanery week of 24/7 Prayer
 Thanks go to all those who volunteered to take part in the week of prayer.  I was very much 
encouraged by your presence and your comments.  The week rounded off at a Pentecost service in 
St Patrick’s Church, Jordanstown.  
 One of the things which came out of our prayer time in Carnmoney was that we must all pull 
together, both in our Church here and in the wider deanery.  One prayer warrior was led to suggest 
that everyone in the church covenants one hour a week to serving in some way in the church.  
One area which needs built up is our Pastoral Care Team.  Down now to five volunteers and with a 
growing number of people who would benefit from a visit. It’s a great and rewarding way to serve 
God in the community.  A little training scheme will start in September for a few weeks, and I would 
invite anyone who is interested to put your name down for that, so look out in the July /August 
magazine for further details.

A Message from our New Vicar
 Well, the cat is well and truly out of the bag. The 
announcements have been made in all the relevant churches, 
and we are now beginning the long process here of saying 
goodbye and trying to work out what needs to come with us to 
Carnmoney and what needs to be thrown out or taken to the 
charity shop. It’s amazing how much clobber you accumulate 
over the years!
 We’ve enjoyed a really happy time serving the churches of 
Clogherny, Seskinore and Drumnakilly near Omagh, and the 
goodbyes will be very hard. However, we are also really excited 
about coming to Carnmoney and getting to know you all. As 
you’ll be aware, the whole selection and interview process is 
conducted very prayerfully, and from our perspective, we feel 
very strongly that God has made it clear that he has called us to 
Carnmoney, and we trust that there will be exciting and fruitful years ahead as we work together with 
you all to further his kingdom.
 Just a few facts about ourselves which will help you to begin to understand what you are taking 
on! I’m married to Lynne and we have 4 grown up children, all of whom turn up fairly regularly: Fiona, 
Matthew, Kirsty and Bryony, and 5 extremely lively grandchildren. Lynne and I met through our mutual 
involvement with a charity based in England called the Acorn Christian Foundation, and as they say, 
the rest is history. 
 Lynne is from Belfast and is a counsellor working in private practice. Originally I’m English, being 
brought up in a small village near Bath before spending most of my adult life in big cities: First 
Nottingham, where I went to university and worked and trained as a social worker; then Liverpool, 
where I had a wonderful job working as a Social Worker for the Diocese of Liverpool. It was during this 
work that I first heard the call to ordination, and after training at Trinity college in Bristol, returned to 
Merseyside, firstly as a curate in St Helen’s (where I developed my love for Rugby League) and then for 
9 years as a team vicar in Kirkby, Liverpool (if you ever watched ”Z Cars” you will have seen where I lived 
and worked). 
 As for hobbies and interests, Lynne is very creative, enjoying a number of craft activities. Sport is 
much more my thing, and although I’m now too old for competitive football and cricket, I still enjoy 
running and the gym as well as watching just about any sport, both live and on TV.
 The last 6 years have seen us enjoying life and ministry in the countryside of West Tyrone; now in 
many ways it feels like we’ve come full circle as we prepare to return to city life again. We are really 
looking forward to meeting you in October when we’ll be starting, and in the meantime would really 
value your prayers for a good ending here, and a trouble-free move to Carnmoney.
                     Rev. Andy Heber
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Diary for June
Sunday 3rd June  1st Sunday after Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion & Faith Factory
  6.30pm No evening services during vacancy
Monday 4th June 7.30pm Memorial Room - Select Vestry  Note earlier start time
Tuesday 5th June 7.30pm Memorial Room - Film ‘War Room’
Thursday 7th June 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm Memorial Room - Fellowship Group
Sunday 10th June  2nd Sunday after Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am Morning Prayer & Faith Factory
Thursday 14th June 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Sunday 17th June  3rd Sunday after Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am   Family Service - Including Faith Factory Prize-Giving. 

Tea in the Church Hall follows this service, as does a Faith 
Factory outing to Belfast Zoo

Thursday 21st June 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  8.00pm Healing Service
Sunday 24th June  4th Sunday after Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion - Canon K. Ruddock
  11.00am  Morning Prayer (Two) - Canon K. Ruddock
Thursday 28th June 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Sunday 1st July  5th Sunday after Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion - Canon K. Ruddock
  11.00am Parish Communion - Canon K. Ruddock
  6.30pm No evening services during vacancy

War Room
 The Christian film, War Room, will be shown in the Memorial Room on Tuesday 5th June at 7.30pm.  
It’s a real feel good film which leaves you wiser!  All are welcome to come along.  

Fellowship Group
 The Fellowship Group will meet on Thursday 7th June at 7.30pm in the Memorial Room.  The topic 
for discussion will be issues raised in the “War Room”.  It’s informal and a helpful and safe place to bring 
up your doubts, your questions.  You know it’s lovely to have a time and a place just to talk about God!  

June Vestry
 Please note that for this month only, the June vestry will take place on the 1st Monday in June - 
4th June at 7.30pm in the Memorial Room.

Get Knitting
 A recent survey of over 1,000 knitters has found it to be an extremely healthy way to pass the time.
 Knitting: Lowers blood pressure, Induces a sense of wellbeing, Counters depression and anxiety, 
Distracts from chronic pain, Keeps arthritic fingers moving, Help slow the onset of dementia (as long as 
you challenge yourself with complex patterns), Can be happily enjoyed into extreme old age, even if you 
have impaired hearing, sight or mobility.
 Visit www.knitforpeace.org.uk for information about knitting courses, knitting holidays and how 
your knitting can change the lives of others too.
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Flower Rota
3rd June  .......................................................................................................................  Mr & Mrs B. White
10th June  .............................................................................................................................. Mrs J. Lardie
17th June  ....................................................................................................................  Mr & Mrs J. Fenton
24th June ...............................................................................................................................  Mrs H. Gault

Flower arranger - Anne Campbell  028 9084 3505

Readings
Date Morning Evening
3rd June 2 Corinthians 4:5-12 No Evening Service 
 Mark 2:23-3:6
10th June 1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15) ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
17th June Family Service ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
24th June 1 Samuel 17: (1a, 4-1) ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
 2 Corinthians 6:1-13
1st July 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘ 
 Mark 5:21-43  

Readers
Date Morning Evening
3rd June Mrs J. Lardie No Evening Service
10th June Mrs S. Earley ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
17th June Family Service ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
24th June Mrs A. Brandon ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
1st July Mr B. Sheppard ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘

* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

F.W.O. Counters
3rd June  ......................................  Mr J. Magowan
10th June  .................................  Mrs M. Robinson
17th June  .................................... Mr R. Campbell
24th June .........................................  Mr J. Fenton

Restoration Counters
3rd June  .......................................  Mrs E. Carlisle
10th June  ......................................... Mr J. Walker
17th June  ..........................  Mr & Mrs L. Hamilton
24th June ............................................ Mrs M. Hall

Elevenses
*  Gayle Hanna, Joan Bradbury, Jean Scott, Dana Henderson.
*  Responsible for shopping and organising.
Georgie Gibb - Tel: 9083 6967

Pray for the Following Families in June
3rd June - Jackson (Richmond W), Jamison (Bellevue P), Johnston (Harmin P), Kelly 
(Ravelston C), Killen (Bramble G), King (Glebe M), Kirk.
10th June - Jackson (Queens G), King (Church R), Kirkwood, Kitson, Kyle, Lacey, Lardie, 
Laverty, Lawell, Leathem, Lee, Linsay, Livingston.
17th June - Lockhart, Logue (C’money R), Loney, Lorimer, Macklin, Magee, Magoveny, Magowan 
(Carnhill P), Malcolm, Mallett, Marshall, Martin (Sherwood P).
24th June - Logue (St Quentin P), Magowan (Cherryvale P), Martin (Carnhill A), Merwick, McAdam, 
McAlister, McAlpine, McBride, McCarroll.
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The Life and Times of Noel  ‘Darkie’ Arnott
Chapter Two

 There are some people who stand out in our memories.  Of course, at that stage of our development 
the stars of the class were “the girls”.  I remember two in particular, Edith Towers and Florence from 
Townsend Street.  Edith was a very bright girl with classic looks and a pleasant demeanour.  Florence 
had the most striking red hair.  I have never forgotten that hair.  I saw her once after school – she was 
a ringside spectator at a wrestling tournament at the Ulster Hall where I was a contestant.  I always 
regret not making the effort to say hello!
 At school I tended to meander through, just doing enough to get to the next stage.  I had an inbuilt 
method of doing as little as possible, followed by a quick crash programme to make up for lost time.  I 
was soon part of the fabric of life in Broadbent Street.  I had a full apprenticeship ranging from street 
games like Rally O, Churchie one over, Kick the Tin – and so on.  As time went on I progressed to cards, 
snooker, pitch and toss.  Then there was bunking into the movies without paying.  I remember a film 
“Before the Mast” with John Hall in the title role; it was being shown in the Hippodrome.  We used to 
wait until someone left the cinema and kept the door open.  We would have to climb up about ten 
flights of stairs before we came to a curtained door leading into the theatre.  Pulling back the curtain 
slowly, we would slither along the floor until we were near some seats.  Of course attendants were 
always on the lookout for bunkers.  If you were caught, you were held by the scruff of the neck and 
positioned at the head of the first flight of stairs leading out of the cinema.  A large boot was directed 
at your posterior; most times you cleared the full flight of stairs.  For sometime after that you sat on 
a cushion.  Still, it was worth every bruise.
 Like many other streets in Belfast’s working class districts, Broadbent Street had its share of 
characters.  Acy Telford and her sisters had a little shop in their front room.  They were very nice and 
they used to let me have my cigs on strap till the end of the week.  Mr McQuisten, an enthusiastic 
member of a drumming club, managed to store two Lambeg drums upstairs in the front room.  I think 
the windows had to be removed to facilitate entry and exit!  Ned Spears, a wild fighting man, was 
the base drummer in the Kingsmore Accordion Band (named after Billy Kingsmore, the owner of a 
local fish and chip shop).  When Ned on occasion got over refreshed, he would bring out the drum 
and give it a good “blatter”.  Another band member Joseph Chapman, was very good to me.  An avid 
supporter of Linfield F.C., he used to let me tag along to the matches with him and his friends.  A quiet 
man but a tough fighter when it was called for.  Across the street from us lived the McFarlane’s, five 
boys and one girl.  Great footballers, the boys had to be split into opposing teams, for if they were 
all on the one side, the opposition would have been kicked into oblivion.  A few doors up lived Bobby 
and Albert Millar.  Bobby was an excellent gymnast and a “tough as teak” half back on the football 
field.  He was also a proficient amateur wrestler.  Albert, also a fine player, became a good outside 
left with Glentoran in the Irish League.  Stanley Mahon and Eddie Bell, both top class cyclists.  Sammy 
Hill used to claim to be a Belfast Celtic supporter.  I think he thought I was a clock because he kept 
winding me up!  Sammy was the only person in the street who went to work in a suit; I think he worked 
in the aircraft industry.  Albert Redmond wrote a comprehensive autobiography about being reared 
in Broadbent Street.  Meanwhile Albert Haslett, a well known poet, captured fully the essence and 
diversity of the people who were the street.  
 Neighbours in the street were quite helpful to my mother, due to her handicap.  I remember 
once being very ill for weeks.  Sores erupted on the crown of my head and the soles of my feet.  Mrs 
McFarlane used to dress the sores daily until the doctor finally realised I had diphtheria and I was 
shipped off to Purdysburn Fever Hospital for six weeks.  Luck was on my side as the doctors there 
forecast that I would not survive.  However, with the care and attention I received, I bounced back!
 Like most people in working class districts, the work ethic was not far beneath the surface.  In my 
case it emerged at an early age and I would spend my school holidays trying to earn some money.  
In Lower Donegal Street there was a wastepaper enterprise who provided handcarts to collect 
wastepaper and the like.  Paper and cardboard was worth 2s 6d per cwt.  Printed material was at a 
premium of £1`per cwt.  I would make forays to shops all over Belfast asking for any wastepaper.  
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On the odd day when there was difficulty in reaching the target, I would bury a brick in the middle 
of the cart to get the weight up!  But it wasn’t long until I got a part-time job on one of the Belfast 
Telegraph’s vans, working with a decent man, Bob Stevenson, the van driver.  Our route stretched 
from Millfield to the Springfield Road.  We made two runs a day except Saturday when we had an extra 
run for the Ireland Saturday Night edition.  I would count and load the bundles of newspapers in order 
of stops.  I would then virtually throw the bundles to the clamouring vendors milling around the van.  
Newspapers were scarce due to the war, so there was no difficulty in shifting them.  If a vendor did not 
show, Bob would let me have the papers at cost price, and I would then sell them on making a shilling 
a dozen.  What with that and my wages, I could end up with two or three pounds – a considerable 
amount for an eleven year old boy in those days!  On a quieter moment or at the end of the run, Bob 
would let me drive the van for a while.  It was a large two wheeled vehicle pulled by a lovely five year 
old mare and I would imagine that I was a charioteer in ancient Rome.  The war had a great effect upon 
everyone in Northern Ireland.  It resulted in shortages in everything to do with everyday life.  Food 
was rationed and all aspects of industry was directed to the war effort.  Death did not spare Belfast, 
and like most major cities, hundreds of people were killed and countless injured during various air 
raids.  Not a hundred yards from where we lived, a whole block of houses were razed to the ground, 
with considerable numbers of dead and injured.  Another instance for me of beating the odds!   Too 
young to join up, I was edging towards fourteen and eager to enter full-time employment.  A whole 
world was waiting for me, and I was ready for it.

(Read more of Noel’s story next month. 
Working abroad – meeting the love of his life Mary - life in the square ring)

Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 Well, the AGM of the CIMS, held on Tuesday 8th May, brought the Branch to 
the end of another season. There were discussions on the various speakers over 
the months, and it was generally agreed that all had been both entertaining and 
educational. The election of office bearers was chaired by the Rev. Carol, and 
Maurice Carson was re-elected as Chairman. In his address, Maurice emphasised that while we were 
very grateful to friends and family making up a respectable audience for some speakers, it should 
not be necessary. The CIMS meetings are very enjoyable and a great source of fellowship within the 
Parish, and it surprises us that more men of the congregation do not join it. We hope that when the 
new season starts in September, we can encourage more to come along and enjoy what we know will 
be another great programme.    Trevor Gibb,  Hon. Secretary

Summer Solstice
 June of course, is the month of the summer solstice, the month of the sun.  Sol + stice come 
from two Latin words meaning ‘sun’ and ‘to stand still’.  As the days lengthen, the sun rises higher 
and higher until it seems to stand still in the sky.  The Summer Solstice results in the longest day 
and the shortest night of the year.  The Northern Hemisphere celebrates in June, and the Southern 
Hemisphere celebrates in December.
 While the Druids worship at Stonehenge and elsewhere, here is a Christian alternative that 
honours the Creator rather than the created.

God in All
He inspires all,

He gives life to all,
He dominates all,
He supports all.

He lights the light of the sun.
He furnishes the light of the night.

He has made springs in dry land.

He is the God of heaven and earth,
of sea and rivers,

of sun, moon and stars,
of the lofty mountain and the lowly valley,

the God above heaven,
and in heaven,

and under heaven.

St Patrick
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Recycling for Restoration Fund
   This month we have raised £27.40 for books. PLEASE NOTE, WE WILL NO LONGER 
BE RECYCLING STEEL CANS, OTHER STEEL ITEMS OR LARGE ELECTRICAL ITEMS, 
DUE A BIG REDUCTION IN PRICE. We can still recycle cables, leads and motors from 
electrical items, and all other non-magnetic metals. Scrap metal can be left at 7 
Glebecoole Park (please call Maurice or Doreen on 9084 4093 to ensure someone is at 
home before delivering items, as bags left are liable to be taken by other collectors or can draw unwanted 
attention if we are away overnight or on holidays). Please do not put any glass in bags of scrap metal. 
Please continue to leave bags of clean clothing, handbags, curtains and bedding, excluding duvets and 
pillows, at the church hall.      Maurice Atkinson

Best lads/girls...
Michael Large, Erin Wharry (back),

Abbie Hunter, Tori Hunter and Harry Wright.

Picture Gallery from the Church Lads’
and Girls’ Parents’ Night

held on 11th May 2018

Promotions - Matthew Albury with mum 
Julieanne; Victoria Jackson Inspecting.

Officer - Erin Wharry and Katie Conn with mums 
Julie and Stephanie
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Email: andyshardwarestore@hotmail.com


