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Fri. 6.30pm

Church Lads’ Brigade
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Dear Parishioners,
 We are now a month into our vacancy and the search for a new 
incumbent has begun.  I was glad that Canon Ruddock took that first service 
for I felt a great sadness on that second Sunday.  Having worked alongside 
Mercia for nearly twelve years, even though we often took services “solo” 
as we called it, there was a strange emptiness for me at the 9.30am service.  
However, and I thank God for his perfect timing, at the 11 o’clock service, 
we welcomed into the Church another little soul, ‘Welcome, Axel Theo 
Ritchie,’ and the joy that always accompanies a baptism filled the void for that first Sunday.  
 Change is inevitable in our life; it’s an essential part of our life’s journey. Our growth from cradle to 
grave isn’t something we have control over, not counting the life-prolonging pills, potions and diets.  
For example, in a previous March letter, I was telling you of the death of my sister, then a few years 
later, the birth of the twins - they are now eight and having their ears pierced!  Again, I am reminded 
of this in Ecclesiastes chapter 3  “To everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under 
heaven”.  As I walk the dogs in Shaftesbury Park, I see the changes all around me that the seasons 
bring.  The crocuses are up - purple, green, yellow and white circles around the great oaks. Daffodils 
are well on their way, planted all around the edges of the park in between the trees, making it difficult 
for our tree-sniffing friends. We already feel the effect of change in our parish, and in the months to 
come, this will come to fruition. In the meantime, I would urge you all to pray for our nominators as 
they, along with the Bishop,  seek a new Vicar.  Pray also that somewhere, someone will answer God’s 
call to come here to continue the work of furthering  His  kingdom in this place.  
 Lent is now well underway, and it is a time for spiritual spring cleaning. It is a fitting time to look 
back, not in a negative way, but in rejoicing the good that is past as we see God’s hand at work in our 
lives and the parish. “To everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under heaven” - now 
is the season to grow closer to God, to take time out to meet with Him, and one way we can do this is 
through prayer, and we have been concentrating on prayer in our sermon series and our lent course.  
Prayer can be as informal and as natural as our breathing in and out - talking to God as we go about 
the ordinary tasks of our everyday life. It can be as formal as an integral part of our liturgical worship, 
or combined with study as we see the importance of prayer to Jesus in the gospels.  He began his 
ministry with 40 days of prayer, and the night before he died, he prayed in the garden of Gethsemane. 
He prayed in the early morning, and sometimes he prayed all night.  He requested prayer too, asking 
the ten closest to him to pray for him. Prayer is at the very core of Christian life. We must never ever 
underestimate the importance or power of prayer. Prayer is the way we communicate with God, our 
heavenly Father, our Lord and Master. When you are in a relationship with someone, it is the most 
natural thing in the world to talk to them. This is what God wants - to talk to you - about the everyday 
things that worry you, your concerns, what’s going on in that head of yours, everything.   So my 
challenge to you this lent is to get to know God through prayer. Involve Him in everything you do 
and see, in the natural world, in your homes and families, in your workplace, in your relationships, 
wherever you are, look for Him and when you find Him - REJOICE!

 Love in Christ,

4

Pray for the Following 
Families in March

4th Mar. - Connolly (B’henry A), 
Couser, Cranston, Craig (T’patrick).
11th Mar. - Craig (Dunanney), Crawford, 
Creighton, Crilly, Cummins (Carnvue A).
18th Mar. - Cummins (G’island), Davidson, Davis, 
Dawson, Dennison, Dixon (Meadowlands).
25th Mar. - Dixon (Rose P), Dodds, Donald, Donley. 
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Parish Register
Holy Baptism

‘ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit ’
 11th February Axel Theo Ritchie, Queens Avenue, Glengormley

Christian Burial
‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ‘ says the Lord

 3rd February Margaret Kirk, Carnhill Park, Carnmoney

In Memoriam
 Margaret Kirk -  Margaret Kirk passed away quietly in hospital on 30th January 2018 surrounded 
by her family. A service of thanksgiving for her life was held in Wilton’s Funeral Home, and afterwards 
to Carnmoney Cemetery, on 3rd February. Margaret, born in Belfast to Thomas and Mariah McKeown, 
was the second of six siblings. In 1960, she married her childhood sweetheart, Danny Johnston. The 
marriage was blessed with two daughters, Karen and Pauline. Later, she was nanny to Tyler. Sadly, 
Danny passed away in 1984, but life did not end there for Margaret was fortunate enough to love 
again, and she went on to marry George Kirk in 1991. In George’s words, ‘We had thirty wonderful 
years together.’ With their respective families grown up, George and Margaret had plenty of time to 
spend together, and they loved to travel. They enjoyed many holidays cruising the Mediterranean and 
Caribbean. Cruising suited Margaret, who loved people; she was very sociable and always had time 
for everyone. She also enjoyed dancing and the entertainment side of cruising. However, the thing 
she loved most of all was spending time with her family. She was always there to give a helping hand 
and wise advice. Margaret courageously battled  illness for three years. Such a loved wife, mother and 
grandmother will be deeply missed and not just by her family. Her loving and outgoing nature had an 
impact throughout her neighbourhood. The family may be assured of our continuing prayers at this 
sad time of loss.

A Note from Mercia
 My thanks again to everyone for the lovely farewell lunch on 28th January and the kind good 
wishes and presents as I took my leave. Carol gave a most moving tribute, and I was very touched 
by all the expressions of goodwill on the “building block guest book”. If you signed it, you will know 
what that means. Many thanks too for the gifts of a Home Communion set and the cheque for £300. 
The latter will be of great help towards the expenses around the move, and the former will be both 
treasured as a momento of Carnmoney Parish and extremely useful over the next few years. 
 Colm and I will be moving to Silverbirch Road on 14th March, and we are both greatly looking 
forward to getting established in one place together. But I am happy to say that I will also be doing 
some part-time work in the parish in which we will be living. St Columbanus, Ballyholme, is going to 
be without a full-time curate for the next few years, but in such a large and thriving parish, there is a 
need for help. The Rector, Simon Doogan, and the Select Vestry have therefore offered me the post 
of part-time stipendiary Associate Minister, working with them two Sundays a month and two days 
a week, with effect from Easter Day. This will keep me within the stipendiary structures of Down and 
Dromore Diocese with a regular income but will also allow me to be available to offer cover when 
possible to other parishes. It also gives me the chance to spend time with my husband, so it feels like 
a God-given arrangement, and I am excited about the opportunity to get involved with the parish 
there. It is also the home parish of our previous mission partners, Rory and Denise Wilson, so there 
will be at least some people I already know worshipping there. So my home communion set will 
certainly be put to good use, and I will still be engaged in fulfilling pastoral and preaching ministry for 
the years before full retirement. I have also a new email address which can be used from now on. It is 
merciaflanagan1@gmail.com
 With my prayers and best wishes to you all.
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Diary for March
Thursday 1st March 10.30am-12 noon Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm Memorial Room - Lent Course: Praying for our Land
Friday 2nd  March 10.30am & 8.00pm  Women’s World Day of Prayer
    Local services at 10.30am, Glengormley Methodist 

Church and 8.00pm, St Mary’s on the Hill
Sunday 4th March  3rd Sunday of Lent
  9.30am Holy Communion - Preacher, Canon K. Ruddock
  11.00am Parish Communion & Faith Factory - Canon K. Ruddock
  6.30pm No evening services during vacancy
Tuesday 6th March 7.30pm Select Vestry - Earlier start time at request of  Rural Dean
Thursday 8th March 10.30am-12 noon Memorial Room - Knitting B
Sunday 11th March  4th Sunday of Lent
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am Morning Prayer & Faith Factory
Monday 12th March 7.30pm Memorial Room - Bowling Club AGM
Tuesday 13th  March 8.00pm Memorial Room - Men’s Society
Thursday 15th March 10.30am-12 noon Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm Memorial Room - Lent Course: Healing Prayers
   This replaces our normal Healing Service
  7.30pm St Patrick’s Jordanstown - Bishop’s Lenten Talk 
Sunday 18th March  5th Sunday of Lent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Family Service
  3.00pm St Anne’s Cathedral - Mothers’ Union Festival Service
Tuesday 20th March 7.30pm Lisburn Cathedral - Bishop’s Lenten Talk
Sunday 25th March  6th Sunday of Lent - Palm Sunday
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Morning Prayer & Faith Factory, followed by bread & soup 

lunch in the Church Hall.  Proceeds in aid of CMS Lent 
Project

Maunday Thursday 29th March 7.30pm Holy Communion - Preacher, Canon K. Ruddock
Good Friday 30th March 7.30pm Service for Good Friday - Preacher, Canon K. Ruddock
Sunday 1st April  Easter Sunday
  6.30am  Newtownabbey Churches’ Joint Dawn Service for 

Easter Day at the Zoo car park, followed by breakfast at 
Glengormley Presbyterian Church

  9.30am Holy Communion - Preacher, Canon K. Ruddock
  11.00am Parish Communion - Preacher, Canon K. Ruddock

Pastoral Emergencies During the Vacancy 
 Carol will continue to be involved in Sunday services, but she is at present providing palliative care 
to a friend at home, and as a result, she is not able to give as much time to pastoral care in the parish. If 
you have a pastoral emergency or request for hospital visit or funeral, please contact her on 07860 
696800, and if she is unable to help you, she will pass your request to the Rural Dean, the Rev. David  
Lockhart, tel. 9086 2437. If you are unable to contact Carol, please contact the Rural Dean direct.

Evening Services
 Please note that our Sunday evening services, with permission from the Bishop, have been 
suspended for the period of the vacancy.
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Flower Rota
4th March  ...............................  Elizabeth Roberts
11th March  ........................... The Williams family
18th March  ............................................................ 
25th March  ..................................  Joan Bradbury

Flower arranger - Anne Campbell 9084 3505

Readings
Date Morning Evening
4th March 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 No Evening Service 
 John 2:13-22  
11th March Exodus 2:1-10 ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
 2 Corinthians 1:3-7
18th March Family Service ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
25th March Isaiah 50:4-9a ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
 Philippians 2:5-11
1st April Acts 10:34-43 ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘ 
 John 20:1-18  

Readers
Date Morning Evening
4th March Mr T. Prenter No Evening Service
11th March Mrs J. Lardie ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
18th March Family Service ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
25th March Mrs J. Crilly ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
1st April Mrs S. Earley ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘

* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

F.W.O. Counters
4th March  .................................... Mr R. Campbell
11th March  ......................................  Mr J. Fenton
18th March  .....................................  Mr T. Prenter
25th March  ...................................  Mrs M. Nelson

Restoration Counters
4th March  ......................................... Mr J. Walker
11th March  ...................... Mr & Mrs J. Terrington
18th March  .................................. Mr M. Atkinson
25th March  ................................. Mrs L. Hamilton

Elevenses
*  Victoria McFarland, Margaret Fitzsimmons, 

Roberta Gibson, Carol Higgins.
*  Responsible for shopping and 

organising.
Georgie Gibb  Tel: 028 9083 6967
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Bishop’s Lenten Talks 2018 
 The Bishop of Connor, the Rt Rev. Alan Abernethy, will deliver his Lenten talk on the topic of “God’s 
Mission and the Church today”.   The talk in Jordanstown Parish Centre takes place on Thursday 
15th  March at 7.30pm. As this is the same night as our own lent course, you might wish to avail of an 
alternative session at 7.30pm on 20th March at Lisburn Cathedral.

Lent 2018
 Our Lent course began well on 15th February with a look at personal prayer.  It was a relaxed and 
informal, enjoyable evening which dealt with the difficulties of personal prayer. The structure of the 
evening is to look at the topic for an hour and finish off with fellowship and refreshment, leaving for 
home by 9.00pm.

 Below is detailed the remaining two sessions. Feel free to come along.

 Thursday 1st March - Prayers for our Land 
 Thursday 15th March - Healing Prayers (this will replace our usual Healing Service)

Palm Sunday Lunch
 Don’t forget, our Faith Factory will be serving us soup along with some delicious bread, cheese and 
jam.  The proceeds will be going to their CMS project which, this year, is Building Bridges in Egypt.    

Holy Week
 Please note, our Holy Week services this year are reduced to the two dates below:
  Maundy Thursday  -  Preaching, Canon Kenneth Ruddock, leading Rev. Carol Harvey
  Good Friday  -  Preaching, Canon Kenneth Ruddock, leading Rev. Carol Harvey

Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 The CIMS annual dinner was a great success this year. It was a significant milestone 
for the Carnmoney Branch as it was formed in February 1997, and therefore it was 
our 21st birthday.
 Unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances, we did not have a cake. 
However, the hotel heard about this and provided a platter with the words “Happy 
21st Anniversary”  written in chocolate and covered in all types of fruit and cream, with a piece of 
cheesecake as well, at no cost to us.
 Although slightly down in numbers  due to illness and  weather conditions, I know that all who 
attended will agree that the Hotel provided an excellent meal. After the meal, we were grateful to 
Trevor Gibb for producing a quiz, which in his words was “easier than previous years”. It was locally 
based - the first section covered towns and villages in Northern Ireland. There was a health section 
- general knowledge  on the human body, which just showed how much we didn’t know about 
ourselves. For example, ‘What amount of blood is in the human body?’ with multiple choice answers 
given. However, the answers were in litres and not pints as most of are used to. Small prizes were 
given to the winning  team and the runners-up.   Everyone was wished a safe journey home and 
left after a very excellent evening.
 The next meeting of the Men’s Society is on Tuesday 13th March with the guest Speaker being Dr 
Millington OBE.  Maurice Carson

Knitting B
 The knitting B is continuing to go a storm.  Lots of chat, tea and knitting, and a bit of crochet too.  
There’s room for more, so why not pack up your needles and come along.
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Tales at Sea and Other Stories
Chapter 3  -  Start Spreading the News!

The disembarking process was relatively painless. A 
little apprehensive, we waited for the ordered taxi. 
A smiling lady with a clipboard took us in hand, and 
very soon we were whizzing along in a big black taxi. 
Soon we were dropped at our hotel and were looking 
forward to getting settled in and out!  What’s that, you 
don’t have a booking?  Relief, you have another hotel 
in midtown Manhattan. Out again, cases on the street, 
and yes, this time it was a “big yellow taxi”.  The hotel 
was comfortable, but I did feel it was a little bit “dodgy”. 
Perhaps it was the dated, plastic flock wallpaper or 
the massive mirrors. Never mind, it was very handy to 
Central Park and Broadway. My first priority was the 
deli on the corner.  As you know, my trip was thanks to 
my nephew Chris,and he always talked about a Reuben 
sandwich, a delicacy which was first made in New York.  
(The Men’s Society tasted the County Antrim version 
when I gave them a talk on the humble sandwich last year!) 
 Having already sussed out the nearest deli, it was our 
first stop. ‘Do you do a Reuben?’ I asked. ‘Would that be 
with Pastrami or corned beef ma’am?’ The answer was of 
course Pastrami, and I waited excitedly. Julie settled for 
a good old plain ham roll! When my Reuben arrived, well, 
it was enormous (see the photograph opposite),  but oh so delicious. Looking over my shoulder on 
the wall, what did I see, but a poster saying, ‘What to do when someone’s choking.’  It didn’t upset 
me; I saw it as a sign I was in the right place at the right time. Onward and upwards - half the Reuben 
in my handbag - we ascended to the top of a bus to see the sights. Surrounded by Yellow taxis, it 
really was amazing as the guide pointed out all the familiar places. Times Square (not a square at all!), 
Broadway,  Central Park,  Chinatown,  Little Italy (couldn’t 
see any Soprano’s), the Rockefeller Building, the Empire 
State Building, Ground Zero. So many places that are 
so familiar to us through the media and the cinema. It 
was exciting. It was dark when we got back to the hotel, 
the lights of Broadway and the neon signs everywhere 
lighting up the night sky. We decided to eat in-house in 
a very nice Italian restaurant attached to the Hotel. Julie 
is quite a conservative eater and went for chicken. Well, 
when it arrived, the chicken had been beaten out; it was 
wafer thin and looked like an enormous omelette! Once 
she realised it tasted like chicken, she bravely got stuck 
in - chips on the side of course. I went for a seafood 
pasta - delicious.  It was a bit shocking to have to pay for 
it after the all-inclusive haute cuisine of  the ship - I have 
to say, New York is an expensive city!  The next morning, 
it was up early and out for breakfast to a small French 
café at the edge of Central Park. The coffee was great!  
Next, which mode of transport to choose? Julie had her 

continued on page 10
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2 ............ 242
10 .............. 250
12 .......... 300
13 .......... 54
15 .......... 366
17 .......... 75
18 .......... 185
20 .............. 260
21 .......... 265
22 .......... 10
25 .......... 10
28 .......... 25
37 .......... 140
39 .......... 270
44 .......... 144

46 .......... 250
47 .......... 570
50 .......... 108
52 .......... 74
53 .......... 10
54 .......... 114
55 .......... 30
59 .......... 70
61 .......... 25
66 .......... 138
68 .......... 220
70 .......... 86
76 .......... 10
80 .......... 205
81 .......... 60

82 .......... 11
84 .......... 42
87 .......... 177
90 .......... 130
94 .......... 137
104 ........ 100
110 ........ 295
111 ........ 57
116 ........ 42
117 ........ 32
119 ........ 109
123 ........ 16
125 ........ 240
131 ........ 22
133 ........ 89

134 ........ 158
140 ........ 20
145 ........ 151
147 ........ 520
150 ........ 165
156 ........ 270
157 ........ 324
158 ........ 60
159 ........ 225
161 ........ 30
162 ........ 860
166 ........ 60
168 ........ 400
174 ........ 130
175 ........ 110

177 ........ 150
182 ........ 285
184 ........ 21
187 ........ 255

188 ........ 70
192 ........ 30
195 ........ 50
198 ........ 110
200 ........ 165
201 ........ 106
205 ........ 10
206 ........ 520
207 ........ 265
210 ........ 121
214 ........ 200

220 ........ 126
224 ........ 111
233 ........ 212
236 ........ 106
239 ........ 163
241 ........ 137
244 ........ 110
245 ........ 6
248 ........ 280
265 ........ 255
282 ........ 5
287 ........ 120
292 ........ 100
297 ........ 273

No. £ No. £ No. £ No. £ No. £ No. £

Carnmoney Parish Church Restoration Fund 2017
Below is a summary of the contributions for the 12 months up to 31st December 2017

Thank you to all who contributed for your continuing support.

Recycling for Restoration Fund
   This month we have raised £12 for books. PLEASE NOTE, WE WILL NO LONGER BE 
RECYCLING STEEL CANS, OTHER STEEL ITEMS OR LARGE ELECTRICAL ITEMS, 
DUE A BIG REDUCTION IN PRICE. We can still recycle cables, leads and motors 
from electrical items, and all other non-magnetic metals. Scrap metal can be left at 
7 Glebecoole Park (please call Maurice or Doreen on 9084 4093 to ensure someone is at 
home before delivering items, as bags left are liable to be taken by other collectors or can draw unwanted 
attention if we are away overnight or on holidays). Please do not put any glass in bags of scrap metal. 
Please continue to leave bags of clean clothing, handbags, curtains and bedding, excluding duvets and 
pillows, at the church hall. We wish you all a merry Christmas and a happy New Year.      Maurice Atkinson

heart set on a horse and carriage, so horse and carriage it was. It was a lovely day, and it was such 
a treat to be cuddled up under a fur blanket. Our driver - Irish/Italian - was delighted to have two 
Irish ladies in his cab. He took us round the park, pointing out all the different sights - John Lennon 
lived there - Home Alone 2 was filmed there - that’s the restaurant where Harry met Sally, and so 
on and so on. An hour jogging along was time enough, so back on the bus we headed for Macey’s.  
Well, I’m not one for shopping I’m afraid, and  the heat and noise and crowds was just too much for 
me.  We took some pictures of the spectacular Christmas decorations, had a coffee at “Starbucks” 
and hit the streets again!  Our next stop was the Empire State Building. Well I just had to! I looked 
in vain for Tom Hanks in the viewing gallery without success!  The Art Deco wall decorations made 
it all worthwhile, not to mention the wonderful view all over the city. Amazing is a word I have had 
to use a lot. Not being able to find our bus stop we started to walk back to the hotel. Street after 
street - they are so sensibly numbered and named, it was easy.  It was miles but easy!  We arrived 
back around seven o’clock and had to have a quick turnaround for our night on Broadway. Julie’s 
mum and dad had bought us tickets to see Chicago as a treat for our special trip!  It was a wonderful 
performance - a bit saucy I must say - but the singing and dancing was fantastic. Yes, I have seen a 
show on Broadway - start spreading the news - New York, New York.  
 A quick burger en-route to the hotel, we had an early start - 5am - for an Amtrak train - nine hour 
journey to Niagara Falls.  Surely we’ll get snow in Canada!  I look forward to sharing the final episode 
with you next month.
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Email: andyshardwarestore@hotmail.com


