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Please join us for our 
celebratory Open Evening 

honouring 140 years of
Mothers’ Union.

We are pleased to announce that 
our speakers will be Brian and May 

Gault. Brian is one of the 456 
survivors of the ‘Miracle Drug’ 

Thalidomide.
Brian’s story is uplifting, funny, challenging and moving,

and is an evening not to be missed.

We look forward to seeing you on:
Tuesday 24th May 2016

@ 7:30pm in the Church Hall
Light refreshments will be served.
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028 9080 0770



In Memoriam
 Ellen Wilma Clarke - Wilma passed away peacefully in Gillaroo Nursing home in Larne.  She had 
recently celebrated in style her 90th birthday with her daughter Lorna, son-in-law Michael and 
niece Shirley. A celebration of her life was conducted by Carol in Ramsey’s Funeral Home, Larne and 
afterwards to Roselawn Crematorium, where Mercia carried out the committal. Wilma was born on 
the 15th February 1926.  One of three siblings, she grew up on her parents’ farm in Kilbride.  This gave 
Wilma a great love of nature and the countryside; her taste in literature reflected this - Anne of Green 
Gables were the favourite books, then programmes like the Walton’s and Little House on the Prairie.  
After school, Wilma trained as a shorthand-typist and worked in an office in Belfast until 1954.  She 
had married Bertie Clarke in 1951, and they were happily married until his death in 1993.  Blessed with 
a daughter Lorna and son John, Bertie and Wilma moved to Glebe Road West in 1953, having watched 
with excitement the progress of the building of the house - brick by brick!  Wilma enjoyed family life, 
and Bertie and she spent many happy holidays in England, visiting their daughter and grandchildren.  
Wilma lived in the family home until recent years, when she was no longer able to manage because of 
her health.  Sadly her son John died and as Lorna lives in Nottingham, Shirley, the daughter of Wilma’s 
sister Florence, suggested that Wilma go into Gillaroo Nursing Home in Larne to be close to her, and 
she was a faithful visitor and friend until the end.  Wilma was one of life’s characters, and she is sadly 
missed by her family and all who knew and loved her.  We commend them all to your prayers.

Evening Services in May
 Again this month, we will have an additional evening service in our church on the fifth Sunday, i.e. 
29th May. This will be a service of Holy Communion so that our evening congregation can still have an 
occasional opportunity to share in a service of Communion. With our joint Rural Deanery Pentecost 
Service, that means those who wish, can attend an evening service on three out of the five Sundays 
this month.

Prayers at Noon
 The next monthly parish prayer times at noon in the church will be on Wednesday 4th  May and 
Wednesday 1st  June. Please join us for these short times of prayer for our church and community.

John 20: 21-22 - So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the 
Father has sent Me, I also send you.  And when he had said this, He 

breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit”.

Dear Parishioners, 
 What do you understand of Pentecost?  When I was growing up, the 
word I was familiar with was Whitsun - the 7th Sunday in Easter!  Up 
until recently, the Monday after Whitsunday was a public holiday - in 
1978 the moveable holiday was replaced  by a fixed holiday - Spring Bank Holiday - later in May.  
Primarily a religious holiday, there are still churches in England which celebrate Whitsun with a 
parade, including brass bands, girls in white dresses and choirs.  Morris dancing is also associated 
with this time of year.   Pentecost is certainly a time for celebration; it is the time when we celebrate 
the birth of the Church. 
 In John’s gospel 14: 23-26, Jesus promises his followers that he will send a counsellor, the Holy 
Spirit, to dwell in their hearts.  It is through the life of the Spirit that God is present in our lives.  
And the Spirit brings a new understanding of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.  In John 20, we 
hear of Jesus’ appearance to the disciples in the upper room on the evening of his resurrection.  
Jesus breathes his Spirit upon the disciples and tells them that as the Father has sent him, now 
he is sending them.  As the Spirit was breathed into Adam and Eve at creation so now the Spirit is 
breathed into the followers of Jesus, making them a new creation.  We call Pentecost the birthday 
of the Church because it is through the gift of the Spirit that the followers of Jesus are gathered 
into one body.  Having been given a new understanding of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, 
his followers are now sent out to be the ongoing visible presence of the Risen Jesus in the world. 
We are not simply to remind people about who Jesus is; through the action and power of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives Jesus is again made present. The life and work, ministry and message of Jesus 
are ongoing. This is why we speak of the church as being the body of Christ. It is the Holy Spirit that 
makes one faith community, one body, one church out of a collection of followers.
 The call to be the ongoing visible presence of the Risen Lord in the world is our call.  But do 

we really believe this? Do we believe that 
through our daily lives, our families and work, 
our choices and actions, our struggles and 
challenges, Jesus can be made present? If 
we allow the Word of God to shape our lives, 
our choices, values, words, relationships and 
actions, then Jesus and his message are living 
realities in our lives and our world. We do not 
do this on our own. It is the action of the Spirit 
who lives in us. We are called to make space for 
that Spirit in our lives.
 On Thursday 5th May, our fellowship 
group will be exploring Pentecost and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. Please take this 
opportunity to go deeper in your relationship 
with God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

 With love in Christ,
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Carol

Dear Parishioner

3 EASY WAYS TO
SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH

1. Set up a Monthly Standing Order with
your Bank. (Church Bank Details available

on request)

or

2. Forward your envelopes to the
address below 

or

3. Have your envelopes collected monthly

Roy Williams
5A Dorchester Gardens

Newtownabbey
BT36 5JJ

Tel: 90841752
Email roywilliams100@hotmail.com

Elevenses
* Carolyn Beasant, Mabel Courtney, Joanne 

Ireland, Rosemary Williams.
*  Responsible for shopping and 

organising.
Georgie Gibb  Tel: 028 9083 6967

Parish Register
Holy Baptism

‘‘ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit ’’
 17th April Mia Rose Megarry-McCandless, Ballycraigy Park
  Matthew James Dunn, Antrim

Christian Burial
‘‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ” says the Lord

 25th March Ellen Wilma Clarke (Deferred from April magazine)
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Diary for May
Sunday 1st May  6th Sunday of Easter - Rogation Sunday
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Parish Communion and Faith Factory
  6.30pm Evening Prayer
Tuesday 3rd May 7.45pm  Select Vestry
Wednesday 4th May 12noon Noon-day prayers in church
Thursday 5th May 7.30 - 9pm  Memorial Room. Parish Fellowship group on the work of 

the Holy Spirit. All welcome.
Sunday 8th May  7th Sunday of Easter
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am  Morning Prayer and Faith Factory
Tuesday 10th May 8.00pm  Men’s Society AGM
Sunday 15th May  Day of Pentecost
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Family Service
  6.00pm  Church of the Holy Spirit, Mossley. Rural Deanery Joint 

Evening Service for Pentecost Sunday.  Choir practice 
from 4.00pm

Thursday 19th May 8.00pm Healing Service
Sunday 22nd May  Trinity Sunday
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Morning Prayer and Faith Factory
Tuesday 24th May 7.30pm  Church Hall. Mother’s Union. An Evening with Brian and 

May Gault
Thursday 26th May 8.00pm  Pastoral Care Team meeting at the Glebe
Sunday 29th May  1st Sunday After Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Morning Prayer and Faith Factory
  6.30pm Holy Communion
Wednesday 1st June 12 noon 15-20 minute prayer time in church
Thursday 2nd June 7.30-9pm Parish Fellowship group. Memorial Room
Sunday 5th June  2nd Sunday After Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Parish Communion and Faith Factory
  6.30pm Evening Prayer

Readings
Date Morning Evening
1st May Revelation 21:10, 22:5 Zephaniah 3:14-20
 John 14:23-29 Matthew 28:1-10, 16-20
8th May Acts 16:16-34
 Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
15th May Family Service
22nd May Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
 Romans 5:1-5
29th May 1 Kings 18:20-21, (22-29), 30-39 Genesis 4:1-16
 Galatians 1:1-12 Mark 3:7-19
5th June Galatians 1:11-24 Genesis 8:15-9:17
 Luke 7:11-17 Mark 4:1-20

Readers
Date Morning Evening
1st May Mrs S. Harper Mr J. Steen
8th May Mr B. Sheppard
15th May Family Service
22nd May Mrs P. White
29th May Mrs J. Lardie Mr M. Carson
5th June Mrs S. Earley Mr J. Fenton
* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

Flower Rota
1st May  .............................. Mr & Mrs M. Atkinson
8th May ......................................... Mrs E. Watters
15th May  ...............................  Catharine Scanlon
22nd May  ........................................  Joyce Lardie
29th May  .......................... The Beckinsale family

Flower arranger - Mrs Marie McKeen 9084 9822

F.W.O. Counters
1st May  ........................................  Mr J. Magowan
8th May ...................................... Mrs J. Fitzgerald
15th May  ..................................  Mrs M. Robinson
22nd May  ..................................... Mr R. Campbell
29th May  .........................................  Mr J. Fenton

Restoration Counters
1st May  ........................................ Mr M. Atkinson
8th May ....................................... Mrs L. Hamilton
15th May  ............................................ Mrs M. Hall
22nd May  ....................................  Mrs E. Roulston
29th May  ........................................  Mr W. Gifford

North Belfast Rural Deanery Pentecost United Service
6.00pm Sunday 15th May

 Our Rural Deanery which covers parishes from Greenisland to St Paul’s, York Street, has again this 
year arranged a  united evening service for Pentecost Sunday, when all our parishes can come together 
to celebrate ‘the birthday of the church’. The service this year will be held in our neighbouring parish 
of Mossley at the Church of the Holy Spirit and will be led by the Rev. Canon Neil Cutcliffe. Please note 
this is a different venue from that advertised in the April magazine.  Whether you normally come to 
an evening service or not, this will be a great opportunity for us to be inspired by sharing praise and 
worship together. For anyone wishing to participate in the joint choir for the service, there will one 
rehearsal at 4pm in the church, and you are simply invited to come along at that time. Please note the 
6pm start time of the service. The service will be followed by refreshments in the church hall. 
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Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 The April meeting of the CIMS saw the return of Tom Robinson, Director of 
Kids4Skool, a charity which the branch has supported over a number of years. Tom 
brought us up to date with the tremendous work being carried out in Tanzania for 
the children and stressed how important the support we gave them was. It is nice 
to know that such work is being carried out by a local charity and especially one that 
works without the colossal overheads which so many charities seem to generate nowadays. The only 
downside to the evening was the low number of members who attended.
 Our meeting on Tuesday 10th May at 8.00pm is our AGM, which ends the season for us. This is 
quite a critical meeting for the Branch as numbers have been decreasing drastically over the last few 
years for one reason or another. If the Branch is to survive then membership and attendance must 
improve as it is embarrassing to ask a speaker, who has often travelled some distance to speak, to an 
almost empty room. It is generally agreed that we provide an interesting and varied programme, and 
the meetings are very enjoyable, so why do more of the men in our congregation not join? This is one 
of the main points that will be discussed at the AGM, so please make a point of coming along, whether 
you are a member or not, and add your support and comments. Many avoid AGMs as they are afraid 
of being coerced into joining committees. I can assure you that no-one will be forced to take on any 
office against their will, so please make a special effort to be there on Tuesday 10th.

Trevor Gibb

Advance Notices For Your Diary
 Fellowship Group - 5th May
 Our next monthly Fellowship group meeting will be on Thursday 5th May 7.30-9pm 
in the Memorial Room. As a preparation for the feast of Pentecost, the evening will 
be focused on the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. All are welcome as we explore 
together our understanding of the third person of the Trinity, both from the Biblical 
record and from our own experience. 

 Pastoral Care Team Meeting - 26th May
 The next meeting of the Pastoral Care Team will on Thursday 26th May at 8pm in the Glebe. 

 Summer Fête - 11th June
 Our next parish fundraising venture will be our summer fête on Saturday 11th June, running  
through the morning from 10am to 1pm. As we do not at present have a fundraising committee, we 
would ask that everyone pull together to ensure we retain some of the success of past years in raising 
much need revenue to keep the parish solvent. There will only be two Select Vestry meetings before 
the fête so there will not be a great deal of time for organising the event. We appeal therefore to 
individuals, groups, and organisations within the parish, to consider ways in which they could run a 
stall or contribute to our summer event. Working together for the common good is a great way to 
draw us closer as a parish, and we hope the morning will be fun as well as successful in its aims. Any 
fresh ideas for stalls or offers of help can be made to the clergy or any member of the Select Vestry. 

Recycling for Restoration Fund
 This month we raised £17 from books. We would appreciate it if clean clothing, 
including shoes (in pairs), hats, belts, handbags, bed linen and curtains (no duvets, 
pillows or cushions) are left in the church hall, and please do not put any other items, 
such as ornaments or books, in clothing bags. Scrap metal, including aluminium and 
steel cans (preferably in separate bags), electrical items, including leads, cables 
and any items with wiring attached, such as phones and chargers, can be left at 
7 Glebecoole Park (please call Maurice or Doreen on 9084 4093 to ensure someone is at home 
before delivering items as bags left are liable to be taken by other collectors or draw unwanted 
attention if we are away at night. Also, please do not put any glass in bags of scrap metal.
 So, before you bin or kerbie, think recycle for the church - if in doubt ring us.     Maurice Atkinson

Pray for the Following Families in May
1st May - Ireland (Antrim R), Jackson (Kings W), Jamison (Hollybrook R), Jenkins, 
Johnston (Forthill D), Johnstone, Kane (Harmin D), Kea, Keery.
8th May - Jackson (Green A), Jamison (Bellevue P), Johnston (Abbeycrest D), Kane 
(Harmin A), Kelly (Hydepark M), Kennedy, Kenny (B’clare), Kidd.
15th May - Jackson (Richmond W), Johnston (Harmin P), Kelly (Ravelston C), Kenny 
(Osterley P), Killen (T’patrick), King (Glebe M), Kirk, Kirkwood.
22nd May - Jackson (Queens G), Killen (Bramble G), King (Church R), Kitson (Glebecoole D), Kyle, 
Lacey, Lardie, Laverty, Lawell, Leathem, Lee, Linsay, Livingston.
29th May - Kitson (Berry C), Lockhart, Logue (C’money R), Loney, Lorimer, Macklin (B’clare), Magee.

Chinese Government Tears Down Church Crosses
 China has torn down more church crosses in Zhejiang, raising fears that soon no Christian 
crosses will be left standing on churches throughout the province.
 Release International, which supports persecuted Christians worldwide, is concerned that 
this campaign of growing intolerance towards Christians in the coastal province of Zhejiang 
could even spread on throughout China. 
 Release’s partners report another 49 crosses have been torn down since the start of the 
year. Where churches are refusing to demolish them themselves, the authorities are cutting 
off their water and electricity. So far, around 1850 crosses have been removed.
 Release International has recently launched a petition calling on China’s president Xi Jinping 
to release the jailed Christian human rights lawyer Zhang Kai, who mounted a legal campaign 
to challenge the cross removals. To sign the petition, search for Zhang Kai on change.org

Rogation Sunday (5th Sunday after Easter)
 Rogation means an asking of God - for blessing on the seed and land for the year ahead. It is 
appropriate in any emergency, war, plague, drought or foul weather.
 The practice began with the Romans, who invoked the help of the gods Terminus and Ambarvalia.  
In those days, a crowd moved in procession around the cornfields, singing and dancing, sacrificing 
animals, and driving away Winter with sticks.  They wanted to rid the cornfields of evil.
 About 465, the Western world was suffering from earthquake, storm and epidemic.  So Mamertius, 
Bishop of Vienne, aware of the popular pagan custom, ordered that prayers should be said in the 
ruined or neglected fields on the days leading up to Ascension.  With his decision, ‘beating the 
bounds’ became a Christian ceremonial.
 Rogation-tide arrived in England early in the eighth century and became a fixed and perennial 
asking for help of the Christian God. On Rogation-tide, a little party would set out to trace the 
boundaries of the parish.  At the head, marched the bishop or the priest, with a minor official bearing a 
Cross and after them the people of the parish, with schoolboys and their master trailing along.  Most 
of them held slender wands of willow.
 At certain points along the route - at well-known landmarks like a bridge or stile or ancient tree, 
the Cross halted, the party gathered around the priest, and a litany or rogation is said, imploring God 
to send seasonable wealth, keep the corn and roots and boughs in good health, and bring them to an 
ample harvest.  At one point, beer and cheese would be waiting.
 In the days when maps were neither common nor accurate, there was much to be said for ‘beating 
the bounds’ - still very common as late as the reign of Queen Victoria. Certainly, parish boundaries 
rarely came into dispute, for everyone knew them.  (Do you know yours today?)



10 11

The Unstoppable Power Unleashed at Pentecost
 Nine days after the Ascension of Jesus, and 49 days after his crucifixion, 
the Jews were doing what they always did this time of year, preparing for the 
Feast of Ingathering, or Harvest.  It was held 50 days after the Passover, and 
with it, life in Israel looked set to return to normal, with Jesus well on the way 
to becoming just a memory.
 So no one paid any attention to a small group of Jesus’ disciples who had 
gathered in a house in Jerusalem.  There were only about 120 of them, and 
they were quiet and kept to themselves.  The Jews, if they thought about it 
at all, would have assumed they were still grieving their lost leader.   But the 
disciples, far from grieving Jesus’ death, were eagerly awaiting for him to send 
them a present…. Though they did not understand exactly what it might be.   
 All they knew was that Jesus was alive, and that before He had ascended to heaven, He had told 
them to go to Jerusalem and wait there together for “the gift my father has promised” (Acts 1:4)   He 
had said:  “stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”  (Luke 24:49)
 These disciples, though they did not know it then, were already acting as the future church - the 
ecclesia, which literally means ‘called-out ones’.   For those disciples stuck together, together they 
waited for God’s blessing.
 As with them, so with us today: even though each conversion is intensely personal, we are not 
converted to be alone in our faith.  Far from it!  We are not saved to solitude, but to a life in the 
fellowship of the Church.  Jesus has ordained that His followers, TOGETHER, be His family on earth, 
His witness to the world.
 But it has never been a family built on likeness - the believers in the house that day came from 
very different backgrounds - from right-wing conservatives (Matthew) to radical left-wing zealots 
(Simon).  There were some straight-forward fishermen and even women, for good measure.  From 
the day of its birth, Jesus’ family would include all kinds of people who would find their unity in Him.
 The first thing the disciples did was to get down to the business of praying.   They did not try and 
unite themselves by long discussions with each other.  It was the “joining together constantly in 
prayer” (verse 14) that brought them together.  
 The 19th Century London pastor F.B. Meyer expressed well what awaited those disciples “The 
task that awaited that little group was one of unparalleled difficulty.  …They were to disciple all 
nations, speaking different languages, scattered over the vast Roman Empire, which extended from 
the Atlantic to the Far East.  …  They were to substitute Christianity for paganism, as the foundation 
of a new type of civilization.  …In fact, humanly speaking and without exaggeration, it depended 
on that tiny group of unknown and ordinary men and women, whether the Incarnation and Death, 
the Resurrection and Ascension, of the Son of God would obtain the audience and acceptance of 
mankind.” 
 Today the Christian Church faces the same challenge - of making Christ known.  We can do 
“business as usual” in our strength and by our resources.  But great manifestations of God’s saving, 
healing and restoring power come only as God’s people “stay for the Spirit” and “wait for the gift” as 
Jesus commanded (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4).  
 Each of us would do well to “ask, seek and knock” for God’s fullness day by day, if we are to enjoy 
His full anointing of power on our lives and ministry.  We all ‘leak’, and need the continual in-filling that 
comes from abiding, persistent prayer.  
 It was out of the context of prayer that this incipient church in Jerusalem was preparing for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.  For God’s fullness in our lives and awakening in our 
church today, we must believe that He is able and willing to fulfil His highest purpose for us.  He wants 
to give us His “good gifts”, namely, His Holy Spirit in fullness.  
 That day in Jerusalem, when the Holy Spirit arrived in all His fullness,  Peter stood up and preached 
the first ever Christian sermon to the astonished Jews in the city.  So - the Jesus their rulers had 
crucified at Passover was not dead after all!  That Jesus WAS the Messiah, and He was alive!  3,000 
were converted that same day.  In the power of the Spirit, the Church was born - and growing fast!
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