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The First World War caused widespread devastation to 
areas of Northern France and Belgium, but the poppy 
flowered every year, bringing colour and hope to the 

devastated landscape. Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, a 
doctor serving with the Canadian Armed Forces, was 

deeply moved by what he saw and, inspired by the 
poppies, wrote a poem - In Flanders' Fields.  McCrae died 

in a military hospital on the French coast, but it was 
published in Punch magazine, showing the world what 

conditions on the battlefields were like.

“In Flanders' fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,

That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.”
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From the Curate’s Desk
 Dear Parishioners,
 When you get this magazine our clocks will have been turned back 
and we will be looking forward to the month of looking back!  November, 
a month for remembrance!  Is it hard to get your head around all that?  
Is it any wonder really, for in our fight against Covid-19 we would appear 
to be going backwards - treading water at best!  Thankfully, and thank 
God, our church services have not been shut down as the close contact 
services have been, and it is so heartening and encouraging to see so 
many of you coming out on Sundays, obeying the rules laid down to 
stay safe and enjoying worshipping together - even singing quietly 
behind our masks.  It is also encouraging that so many of you continue to be part of the worshipping 
community via the online Sunday and weekday recordings.  We have been able to celebrate a 
baptism and a wedding, so yes, life in the church goes on.  Some things cannot be halted.  On Sunday 
8th November, we will remember those named in the plaque at the back of our church in our own 
Remembrance Day Service, and on 11th November all over the British Isles and beyond, people will 
remember those who gave their lives in the First and Second World Wars.  And I know that many of 
you have special memories of family members and friends who lost their lives in those conflicts.  You 
know, to date 1,121,083 people worldwide have lost their life to Covid-19, and that total is rising 
alarmingly every day.  I was wondering, when all this is over, will we have a special day worldwide to 
remember them or those who died working to defeat Covid-19.  The thing is, we can learn through 
remembrance of our human failure, our inhumanity, and where war is concerned, we can work 
towards reconciliation and diplomacy to avert war.  In the case of a virus, we can have no guarantee 
or promise that another virus will not appear years down the line.  So where does this leave us as 
Christians?  I was struck by Lynne’s reflection, The Faith Club, when she quoted Jesus as portrayed 
in the Christian novel The Shack. Jesus asks Mac, “Where are you in your imagination? Do you live in 
the past or in the present or are you in the future?”  He went on to say, “When I dwell with you, I am 
in the present - I live in the present not the past.”  Much can be remembered by looking back, but 
only for a visit and not an extended stay. Much of your imagination of the future is dictated by fear 
and you never really picture me there with you.  Mac asked as we might, “Why do I have so much fear 
in my life?”  Jesus replied, “Because you don’t know that I love you, you sing about my love, you talk 
about my love but you don’t actually know it!”  Now I know that this is just a story, but tell me, does it 
speak to you?  Is there any truth in it for you?  Do your really know how much Jesus loves you, and do 
you live in that love day by day?  Do you bring to Him your daily anxieties and small things, as much as 
the bigger issues?  Scripture is full of God’s amazing love for us, full of His promises to be with us, to 
comfort, strengthen and equip us for life’s journey.  I would encourage you to listen to some of these 
in the twice weekly reflections that Andy and I will be doing in the coming weeks.  Cling onto those 
promises - you can trust in them. And when you are living like this, you are a walking witness to His 

message of love as He loves others through you.
   I will leave you with this promise from the 
message John 15:8, “If you make yourselves at 
home with me and my words are at home in you, 
you can be sure that whatever you ask will be 
listened to and acted upon.”

     Every blessing dear friends,
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Report on the General Vestry Meeting
Held on Tuesday 6th October 2020

 Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, this meeting, postponed at Easter, finally took place in October. 
It was well attended with people sitting socially distanced and wearing masks. 
 After Carol led us in an act of remembrance for those who had passed away since our last General 
Vestry meeting 18 months ago (27 people in all), the Vicar gave his annual report in which he paid 
tribute to the Select Vestry for all the work they had done in discussing and producing a Development 
Plan and a Mission Statement which will be our vision, and guide our work for the coming years. 
 He noted that it had been an encouraging year of growth with numbers increasing in both Sunday 
Services and in the Faith Factory.  Three new groups had also been started: our Youth Group for 
teenagers, the women’s group J.O.Y. for just older youth and the Carnmoney Community Friendship 
Club. All three groups were attracting non-church members as well as established ones. Our Pastoral 
Visiting Team and Intercessors team had also both seen new people joining and continued to do 
invaluable work in the community.
 During the year, a team of welcomers had also been recruited and trained, bigger children’s events 
were held at Easter and Halloween, and two new evening services: Our Memorial Service remembering 
those who had died and a S.A.N.D.S. Carol Service for those who have lost a child were introduced. He 
noted that there was much to give thanks for, including our regular groups and activities which had 
continued to meet faithfully, providing much appreciated fellowship for their members.
 Much work had also taken place on improving our communications. A new notice board had been 
erected outside the church and large posters produced for the hall notice board which were being 
changed regularly. A postcard had been delivered to houses in the town and a new information leaflet 
produced outlining church groups and services. 
 The last six months had seen plans thrown into disarray with the coming of the coronavirus forcing 
the church to cease all activities; however, during this time the church had adapted and thrived, 
moving to Online Church and Daily Thoughts for the Day under the expert guidance of Elaine Munn. 
Everyone was astonished at the numbers tuning in; our Sunday Service initially seeing two and a half 
times more attending than before the lockdown!  During this time, in addition, Zoom meetings were 
introduced, CDs were produced for those not on the internet, much telephoning took place, and 
people continued to give their envelopes or set up standing orders to make sure that church finances 
stayed healthy.
 Finally, on 2nd August, after much work by the Select Vestry, and aided by a team of volunteer 
stewards, the church was allowed to open once again and numbers have been steadily increasing 
every week as people have slowly gained confidence in venturing out. The Vicar ended his report by 
paying tribute to Carol and thanking the many people who have given their time, gifts and money, all 
contributing to making Carnmoney a very special church. 
 Additional reports were then given by the Church Wardens: John Beck and Jim Magowan, the 
Glebe Warden: Robert Campbell, and the Treasurer: Joyce Lardie, before the Select Vestry all 
stepped down and elections were held.

 Members of the newly elected Select Vestry who will initially serve for six months were: 
 Vicar’s Church Warden:  Wesley Beggs,  People’s Church Warden: John Beck
 Vicar’s Glebe Warden:  Ken Macklin,  People’s Glebe Warden: Jim Magowan

Parish Register
Holy Matrimony

‘ Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder ‘
 8th October Jonathan Wilson and Laura Gunning, 8 Richmond Avenue

continued on page 6



6

Readings  &  Readers
 Whilst things are currently uncertain and many people are still uncomfortable about attending church 
we are continuing to offer worship online as well as live. This rota is for the online worship but we are 
hoping that each reader if they are comfortable attending church will also be willing to read in person that 
Sunday. If you would rather not then please let Andy know, and other people will be found as we also have 
people happy to read live but not online. If anyone else is willing to record a video of themselves reading 
from home, please let Andy know and he can add you to the rota for forthcoming months.

Date Readings .............................. Reader
1st Nov. (All Saints Day) Revelation 7:9-17 ............................ Elaine Munn
Welcome: Jessica and Annie Gray Matthew 5:1-12 ................................. Lynne Heber
8th Nov. (Remembrance Day) Romans 8:31-39 ...................... Shirley Earley
Welcome: Ethan Patterson John 15:9-17 ........................... Pat White
15th Nov (2nd Sunday before Advent) 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 ........... Rebecca McBride
Welcome: Jessie Campbell Matthew 25:14-30 .................. Linda McCullagh
22nd Nov. (Christ the King) Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 ............... Olivia Roulston
Welcome: Ana Olate-Roulston Matthew 25:31-46 .................. Joyce Lardie
29th Nov. (Advent Sunday) Isaiah 64:1-9 ............................ Sharon Ferguson
Welcome: Samantha Campbell Mark 13:24-37 ......................... Anne Campbell
6th Dec. (2nd Sunday of Advent) 2 Peter 3:8-15 ......................... Elaine Steenson
Welcome: Jorgie McIlwaine Mark 1:1-8 ............................... Annie or Jessica Gray

Rota for Volunteer Stewards in Church 
  Front Door Back of Church Front of Church
1st November Warden Warden Sharon Ferguson
8th November Warden Warden Michael McCurrie
15th November Warden Warden Lorrinda Hamilton
22nd November Warden Warden Heather Seeds
29th November Warden Warden Trevor Prenter
6th December Warden Warden Joyce Lardie

F.W.O. & Restoration Fund Counters
1st November ............................................................................................................................  Pat White
8th November ...........................................................................................................................  John Beck
15th November .................................................................................................................  Rene Norwood
22nd November ...............................................................................................................  Eileen Roulston
29th November ...................................................................................................................  Jim Magowan
6th December ................................................................................................................... Anne Campbell

  Select Vestry: Maggie Jamison, Joyce Lardie, Mike Barefield, Sharon Ferguson, Marion Magowan, 
Barbara McKinley, Trevor Gibb, Jim Walker, Trevor Prenter, Maurice Atkinson, Robert Campbell, Eileen 
Roulston, Rev. Carol Harvey and Rev. Andy Heber.

  This being a triennial year, further elections were held for the Diocesan Synod and Parish 
Nominators, the following being elected:

 Diocesan Synod:  Suzi Simango, Anne Campbell, Janet Crilly, Sharon Ferguson.
 Supplementals:  Trevor Prenter, Trevor Gibb, Shirley Earley, Wesley Beggs 
 Parish Nominators:  Trevor Gibb, Janet Crilly, Joyce Lardie, Jim Walker 
 Supplementals:  Robert Campbell, Marian Magowan, Eileen Roulston, Shirley Earley

 A busy and fruitful meeting ended in prayer.

continued from page 5
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 Church Envelopes Information
 The new envelopes will be available for collection at the back of the church 
during November.  Please take a note of your envelope number and collect 
your pack as you enter church.

 However, if you prefer to make your contributions by standing order, 
please contact me for the church bank details.

 Roy Williams, 5a Dorchester Gardens, Newtownabbey BT36 5JJ
 Tel: 028 9084 1752   Email:  roywilliams100@hotmail.com

Recycling for Restoration Fund
 We have raised £48 from clothes.  Please leave clothes (excluding duvets, pillows and 
cushions) at the Church Hall when Harry is there. Could everyone with scrap metal please 
hold on to it at present as we are short of storage space and I am not going to the scrapyard 
at present due to health risk.  Maurice and Doreen.

Online Coffee Mornings
 Due to the current restrictions, it is very easy to feel isolated and discouraged. One simple way 
of staying in touch with people is to come along to our weekly Tuesday Zoom coffee mornings at 
10.30am. These meetings, which have no agenda and last for 40 minutes, are great fun and enjoyed 
by everybody taking part. Although Zoom takes a bit of getting used to, we have all found it a fantastic 
way to keep in touch and support each other. So why not give it a try? Contact Carol who will send you 
an invitation, make yourself a cup of coffee, and come along any Tuesday morning at 10.30am.

Thoughts for the Day (Tuesdays and Thursdays)
 The writer to the Hebrews says (10:25) “Do not give up the habit of meeting together, instead 
encourage one another.” This is difficult but essential amidst all the current restrictions, and our short 
thoughts for the day on Tuesdays and Thursdays attempt to do this and keep people connected.  
These thoughts are a great way of keeping in touch during the week and are designed to offer a 
short, positive word of encouragement to help people through these difficult times. We are currently 
thinking about God’s faithfulness and in particular some of the wonderful promises to us found in the 
pages of the bible, taking a different promise every time.
 The Thoughts for the Day can be found on our church website: www.carnmoneyparish.com under 
Video Messages, our YouTube channel or the church Facebook page. And here’s a challenge: is there 
a particular promise in the bible that means a lot to you? Why not write down some thoughts and 
send to Andy or Carol and they will include it, or better still, why not record a short video yourself 
(or ask Andy to record you) which we can post? This way you will be offering vital encouragement to 
others, not only in our church family but much further afield as well!

Derek hadn’t been expecting the 
bishop to turn up to help raise 

money for the Roof Fund!

This wasn’t what Derek 
envisaged when he suggested 

having a time of sharing!

Derek had evidently forgotten 
that he was no longer preaching 

on Zoom!
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Grandfather’s Chest
Chapter Six

Dear readers,
I was alarmed to say the least when a friend who had been reading our 
little story asked me quite bluntly, “Are you not ashamed to have been 
reading your grandparents’ diaries and then publishing them!”  Well I was 
a bit taken aback, for I thought she realised that the diaries were coming 
from snippets of tales from my mother woven together in an imaginative 
story.  Of course it all began with our first Covid lockdown when, for your 
amusement, I decided to write ONE short story.  When I prayed about 
it, God gave me the two words “Grandfather’s Chest” and the rest you 
know - and of course I have tried to be as accurate with the historical details as Google allows!  Now 
we are into our second restricted period and the story continues, but I have to tell you that it will have 
to finish soon.  Now I know some of you will be disappointed, but it could go on for years - I mean there 
are still four generations to come!  Anyway, for now our story continues and we join Docie and Jim 
reunited on New York’s docks.

6th December 1910
I couldn’t see him at first, there were so many people.  We had to come through a big shed and 
present our passports and documents and say who we were and why we were coming to the United 
States.  I queued with Miss McConnell - her name is Mary.  We have become quite good friends on 
the crossing and have determined to get in touch when we are settled.  I don’t know what will be 
happening, I couldn’t give her an address or anything.  Sad really, she said she would have liked us to 
be at her wedding.  Imagine that.  When I got through the official’s questioning, a man approached 
me and said, “Mrs Close, could you come with me please?”  It was a heart-stopping moment.  I am 
not that used to being called Mrs Close!  Anyway, he was an acquaintance of Jim’s and had been 
looking out for me.  Then he  was there - it was all a bit overwhelming.  He wasn’t in uniform - he was 
wearing a hat - it was grey felt.  He said it was called a Homburg and it cost one dollar fifty cents (I 
had no idea how much this was in shillings and pence)!  His coat was navy wool and tied in the middle 
with a belt - it had a leather buckle.  He looked so handsome and foreign - I felt a bit shabby beside 
him, being windswept to say the least.  He didn’t seem to mind, he was shouting, “Docie, Docie,” and 
literally scooped me up in his arms kissing me fiercely.  I was left breathless and laughing.  I saw Mary 
McConnell meet her fiancé.  There was much hugging and kissing all around.  My trunk was collected 
and to my great astonishment Jim led me to a “vehicle”.  I didn’t know that he could drive one.  It 
belonged to someone high up in the shipping office where Jim got his papers signed off and where 
he got his assignments for his next ship.  He told me all this as we chugged along.  To be truthful, I 
couldn’t really take it in; I was petrified.  There were horse-drawn carriages, carts, trams and cars, all 
going down the same piece of road - and others coming in the opposite direction.  I did my best to 
appear worldly about it all, but inside I was praying fiercely, and at one point, my hands clapped over 
my eyes and I squealed.  Jim just roared with laughter.  He was pointing out all these places, “That’s  
Joseph’s Tailors and Drapery Emporium; I will be taking you there tomorrow.  And next door is the 
Casino Theatre, we will be going there for the Saturday matinee.”  Jim says a lot of the clothing shops 
and factories are run by Jewish immigrants coming from Germany and Eastern Europe!  The thing 
which struck me most was the number of people on what is called the sidewalk - pavement anywhere 
else, and the height of the buildings.  There seemed to be buildings going up on every corner - all the 
streets are numbered.  This street is Broadway and that’s the gate to Central Park. And apparently 
there is a railway that goes under the ground called the New York City Subway.  Jim says that is how I 
will travel to and from home to the city.  Just for a second I wished I was back in the quiet and safety of 
Cedar Avenue.  The remembrance of the lovely home I had made for us made me feel sad.  I think for 
the first time in my life I was experiencing what they call homesickness!  We drove for about an hour 
and ended up near where we started in a district called Lower East Side Manhattan.  Jim had taken 
two rooms in a large house.  They were big rooms with high ceilings, one for living with a small kitchen 
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area curtained off and one for sleeping in. It had a dresser with a marble top and mirror and a large 
flowery basin and jug already filled with water for washing.  There was an inside water closet on the 
next floor!  The house was built straight onto the street, it had steep steps going up to the big front 
door, with steps down to a basement.  It had no garden but there were trees on the street and a park 
nearby.  It looked respectable enough and Jim said it would be temporary until we decided what to 
do.  He helped me out of the car and that was when I felt it!  Soft and cold against my face - I looked 
up - it was snowing!  I was in New York and it was snowing.  How quickly a life can change.  I knew there 
were exciting days ahead.

Docie’s here - our first night together in New York.  It was freezing and her face was a picture turned up to 
the snow.  We struggled in and Mrs Cohen downstairs had made us a stew.  It was waiting for us when we 
arrived.  She is very kind.  We weren’t cold huddled together under thick blankets.  Docie looks so serene, 
she always looks as though she belongs - whereever she is - life is so good with Docie.  I thank God for 
her and the love we share every day and every night.  Lord I am going to cherish this woman.  I fall asleep 
thinking about all the places I am going to take her, anticipating her joy and amazement.  I am content.

Don’t miss December’s final instalment!

Daily Bible Reading Notes for 2021
 There has not been any change in the details of the notes I wrote for the October Review.  If you 
want to place an order or change your order, please get in touch with me by Saturday 21st November.  
For my regular readers, if I don’t hear from you I’ll order as for this year.
 I hope you will continue reading your notes and find them helpful and comforting in these worrying 
times.
 Full details for these notes were on page 10 of our October Review:
 1.  WORD FOR TODAY - Free but a donation is welcomed. You can order by phone 01782 911 000 or 

online at ucb.co.uk
 2.  NEW DAYLIGHT - Online this is £17.85. I was quoted £14.20 by email which I have kept carefully.
 3.  GUIDELINES - Details as above.
 4. UPPER ROOM - £14.20 – Price details as for New Daylight.
 5.  WORDS OF LIFE - £15.95.
 6.  EVERY DAY WITH JESUS - Annual fee £16.95.  Large Print £16.95.
 7.  DAILY BREAD - Online £17, direct debit £14

Georgie Siberry - 028 9083 7015

Treasurer’s Report 2019
 2019 was a good year for the Parish finances.  Our main funding for our day-to-day expenses 
comes from the Freewill Offering, and this shows a pleasing increase of £9,080 - 14.3%.
 I would like to thank Roy Williams and David Gibson for their skills in this regard and to all 
parishioners for their generous giving.
 We again had a very successful Craft Fair in December and raised £1,706.  We alsohad fun at our 
BBQ and Beetle Drive which raised £1,198.  Our total income rose by £15,135 - 16.4%.
 Unfortunately, our total expenses increased from £75,626 in 2018 to £103,214, a jump of £27,588 
- 36.5%.  However, that is to be expected as, for 9 months of 2018, we didn’t pay any Stipend during 
the vacancy, which accounts for a difference of £26,664.
 That leaves a surplus of £4,101 of income over expenditure. Reserves of £25k have been placed in 
fixed rate bonds and a closing bank account balance of £40,806.  However, our expenditure needs to 
only increase by 4% to wipe out our surplus, so we need to remain vigilant.
 The Restoration Account funds are set aside for restoration, renewal and repair of fabric and 
buildings.  Recorded giving has increased by £2,592 - 17.6%.  Expenditure is £83,761, less than 2018 as 
our building programme reduced but work was completed to repair the Sexton’s bungalow.  Reserve 
funds of £100k were placed in fixed rate bonds leaving year end bank account balance £50,313.  Thank 
you to Rene Norwood for recording the Restoration giving.                       continued on page 10
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 With regards the Statement of Assets and Liabilities, the first account is the breakdown of our 
Reserves in C of I Trustees Deposit Account. As you can see, this account closed in January 2019 and 
funds were repaid.  The Vestry then decided to invest these funds to fixed rate bonds as shown in the 
Summary of Account Balances.
 The two unit trust investments shown in the middle of the page are restricted funds that cannot 
be withdrawn as they were donated by bequest; the Parish can only benefit from the dividends we 
receive from their investments.
 The final summary shows all the funds held by Carnmoney Parish and confirms Carnmoney has no 
liabilities.  The accounts were audited by Anne Graham and passed by the Vestry. 
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All Saints’ Day
The feast day of all the redeemed

 All Saints, or All Hallows, is the feast of all the redeemed, known and unknown, who are now 
in heaven.  When the English Reformation took place, the number of saints in the calendar was 
drastically reduced, with the result that All Saints’ Day stood out with a prominence that it had never 
had before.
 This feast day first began in the East, perhaps as early as the 5th century, as commemorating ‘the 
martyrs of the whole world’. A Northern English 9th century calendar named All Hallows as a principal 
feast, and such it has remained. Down the centuries, devotional writers have seen in it the fulfilment 
of Pentecost and indeed of Christ’s redemptive sacrifice and resurrection.
 The saints do not belong to any religious tradition, and their lives and witness to Christ can be 
appreciated by all Christians.

 Richard Baxter, writing in the 17th century, wrote the following:

He wants not friends that hath thy love,
 And made converse and walk with thee,

And with thy saints here and above,
 With whom for ever I must be...

As for my friends, they are not lost;
 The several vessels of thy fleet,

Though parted now, by tempests tost,
 Shall safely in thy haven meet....

The heavenly hosts, world without end,
 Shall be my company above;

And thou, my best and surest Friend,
 Who shall divide me from thy love?*

 1,255 ancient English churches were dedicated to All Saints - a number only surpassed by those 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary.
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We Will Remember - 80 years on
 This year we’ve been remembering the Battle of Britain, described by Winston Churchill in August 
1940 as ‘one of the decisive battles of the war... never in the field of human conflict was so much owed 
by so many to so few.’ It was a dramatic turning point in the history of the Second World War. The 
occasions for Remembrance this month will provide us times of gratitude for what was achieved in 
the darkest moments of war.
 However, this year we are very aware of our own struggles with the worldwide Covid-19 pandemic. 
We face an unseen enemy, but the effects on our lives and society are almost as devastating as world 
war.
 Remembering is not just about focusing on past events. It is also about making present past 
events, as we give thanks for all that took place. The Battle of Britain was fought by the Few and won 
in the skies over the Channel. In our battle with the virus, we can call to mind the victory of Jesus: 
‘Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David.’ (2 Timothy 2:8). Jesus 
secured the victory of death by His cross and resurrection, so that we don’t need to fear death, but 
trust in His loving purposes for our lives.
 Currently we can’t see clearly what the future holds for us; it may be very different from what we 
might expect. However, we can pray for God’s will to be done and that we will play our part, just as 
each of those airmen did so many years ago.

‘They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will remember them.’

Whisper Jesus
Today I got a burden and I felt that I should 

pray,
For God’s spirit seemed to tell me you were 

having a bad day.
I don’t know what the problem is but I sure do 

know the cure,
And if you’ll only let him God will keep you 

safe and secure.

In life there’s always problems cropping up to 
spoil our day,

But my friend you know the answer, all you 
have to do is pray.

If you still feel you’re defeated, and you want 
to run and hide,

Just reach out and I’ll be there, standing right 
there by your side.

So remember - WHISPER JESUS, for he’s 
just a prayer away,

He’s so close you can touch him, all you have 
to do is pray.
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A.C. Meats
Unit 3, 119-129, Doagh Road, 

Newtownabbey BT36 6AA
Tel: 028 9086 6510 

Quality Produce - Quality Service

Finest Quality Produce
Beef, Lamb & Pork
Grade “A” Poultry

Cooked Foods
Seasonal Vegetables
Weekly Special Offers

A.C. Meats


