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Reflections from the Glebe House
“I was just thinking...

...November is a funny month!”
 Half term and Halloween are over but Christmas is still some time 
away. The weather begins to get colder and wetter and we begin to stay 
inside a bit more as a result. On the surface November doesn’t seem to 
have too much going for it! However as well as containing my birthday 
it also has some important dates in the Christian calendar, which 
encourage us to reflect and remember. 1st November is All Saints 
Day when we remember the inspiring examples of those who have 
gone before, some maybe even known personally to us. This is closely 
followed by All Soul’s Day on 2nd November when we remember the souls of the faithful departed. 
Often a memorial service is held on this day to help people in their grief journey. Hopefully we will be 
able to do this again next year when Covid is less rife. Then finally of course there is Remembrance 
Day on 11th November when we remember and thank God for those who have given their lives in 
war to protect our liberty. 
 This year too both in our preaching and in special Wednesday evening meetings we are 
undertaking a course called “Remember when…” This will encourage us to look back over our lives 
and remember and recognize times when God has been working. 
 Remembering though can be very complex. If something bad has happened to us often we want 
to shut those thoughts out and not remember. In those situations eventually we often need help to 
work through those memories and the associated feelings in a safe environment so that they don’t 
restrict our lives. At other times inappropriate reminiscing can make us want to recapture a time 
which is no longer available or possible and stops us from living fully in the present. 
  On the other hand though remembering does help us to understand who we are. Our memories 
shape us, and thinking about our journey through life can both encourage us as we recognize those 
times when we’ve come through difficult situations or where God has been moving, and also help 
us to learn valuable lessons and maybe learn to approach situations in a more creative or positive 
way. 
 George Santayana during his work with the peace and reconciliation commission in South 
Africa helpfully suggests how we can get the right balance in our remembering. He notes: “The 
good things not celebrated shrivel away and the bad things not owned continue to fester and exert an 
unhealthy power over us.”
 We are hoping to explore these things further in our “Remember When” preaching series and 
course; please do come along on Wednesday evenings and join us.
 However maybe a good starting point for all of us during November is to do what is suggested in 
that great hymn often sung at Harvest:

Count your blessings, name them one by one;
Count your blessings, see what God has done! 
Count your blessings, name them one by one;
And it will surprise you what the Lord has done.

Have a blessed November
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Parish Register
Christian Burial

‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ‘ says the Lord
 21st October Sharon Conway

In Memoriam
 Elizabeth (Lillian) Beckinsale - Lillian, beloved wife of Harry and mother to Harold, Colin and  
Michael, loving grandmother of Andrew, Jamie, Amber, Cody, Holly and Chloe, passed away peacefully 
in hospital on 22nd September 2021.  A service of celebration of her life was held in church on 25th 
September before burial in Victoria Cemetery, Carrickfergus.  Her husband Harry and niece Angela 
gave a loving tribute to Lillian, telling stories of her extraordinary zest for life, great love of her family 
and ability to out-shop all of them.  Carol led the service and through the wonderful medium of Lillian’s 
own poetry told of her great love of family past and present, they are all there immortalised in print.  
Her love of the natural world breathtakingly alive on the page and her amazing faith which tells of a life 
lived abundantly and a relationship with God her creator - who will be no stranger to her in eternity.  
Lillian was a powerful loving influence in the lives of her family and she encouraged them in their 
artistic and musical talents - she encouraged them to pursue their dreams.  She wasn’t a saint and 
she certainly wasn’t a pushover - but she was unique.  She penned the nickname for herself - Diamond 
Lil - because she loved things that sparkled - from sunlight sparkling on the water to a sparkly bit of 
bling - or a twinkling star - Lillian was a star.  Her courage in the face of terminal illness was remarkable 
and inspiring not only to her family but to the staff of the hospital and those who had the medical care 
of her.  Given the circumstances of her illness she had every right to be a bit selfish but Lillian was 
selfless to the end, compassionate and concerned for the wellbeing of others and not wanting to put 
anyone out, even down to the arrangements for her funeral.  Hard working throughout her life from 
her early years working in a shop, through years caring for her parents, her own family and folk who 
needed helped, to the volumes of inspirational poetry she wrote - Lillian has left a legacy which could 
only enrich the lives of all who knew and loved her.  Her untimely death has left a void in the lives of her 
loving family and we commend them all to your thoughts, prayers and support in the months to come.

 Agnes Ford - Agnes, beloved wife of John, mother of Thomas, Lynn and Elaine, passed away 
suddenly but peacefully, surrounded by family, at her home on 12th October 2021.  A service of 
celebration of her life which was held in the family home on Friday 15th October, was conducted by 
a family friend, the Revd Terry Kerr, with burial at Ballyclare cemetery.  Agnes and John met at the 
Gala Ballroom, Belfast in 1969 - it was love at first sight for John and they soon married.  This was 
a very happy event for Agnes as she had been left widowed whilst expecting her first child Thomas.  
The marriage was blessed with two girls, Lynn and Elaine.  Agnes stayed at home until the girls were 
school age when she worked in a newsagents close to home on Roseberry Road, Belfast.  In 1980 the 
family moved to Glengormley where Agnes very much enjoyed working as a homehelp.  She was very 
hard working and fit too, walking to work every day.  Agnes was not only well thought of but was loved 
by those she cared for - at work and at home - she was loved by all who knew her.  Agnes worked 
hard at home too, she ran a tight ship and kept the home immaculate - the children helping by doing 
their chores too.  In 1989 John retired from Harland and Wolf and they bought a newsagents shop in 
Glenvarna, and they loved working together.  It was long hours and after six years and the death of a 
grandson Lee Roberts, they decided it was time to enjoy their retirement. And they did.  They took 
many holidays abroad and cared for their grandchildren allowing their daughters to work.  Portrush was 
a favourite family place for caravan holidays together and remains a family favourite still.  A few years 
ago Agnes procured two hens and John build a coop for them.  Those hens - the girls - would dash 
to the back door when Agnes went out and could be seen sometimes sitting on her knee.- animals 
just loved her too.   John and Agnes celebrated their 51st wedding anniversary on 7th February 2021.  
Throughout her failing health, John cared for Agnes at home - although her memory was failing she 
was still mobile and had not lost her sense of humour and her love of continued on page 8
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Diary for November
Tuesday 2nd November 7.30pm Church Hall - Select Vestry
Wednesday 3rd November 7.30pm Memorial Room - “Remember When… Jesus (2)
Thursday 4th November 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Sunday 7th November  3rd Sunday before Advent
  9.15am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion and Faith Factory
Wednesday 10th November 2.00pm Church Hall - Community Friendship Club
  7.30pm   Memorial Room - “Remember When… The Holy Spirit (3)
Thursday 11th November 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Sunday 14th November  Remembrance Sunday
  9.15am Holy Communion
  11.00am Remembrance Sunday Service and Faith Factory
Wednesday 17th November 7.30pm Memorial Room - Remember When … We (4)
Thursday 18th November 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Sunday 21st November  The Sunday before Advent
  9.15am Holy Communion
  11.00am Family Service “I Am the Light of the World”
  4.00pm Baptism of Charlotte Turtle-Gaile
Tuesday 23rd November 2.30pm Memorial Room - Mothers’ Union
Wednesday 24th November 7.30pm Memorial Room - Remember When … The Corona Virus (5)
Thursday 25th November 10.00am Church Hall -  Community Bowling
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Saturday 27th November 4.00pm Church Hall - J.O.Y.
Sunday 28th November  Advent Sunday
  9.15am Holy Communion
  11.00am Service of the Word and Faith Factory
  3.00pm Baptism of Harris Patrick
Sunday 5th December  2nd Sunday of Advent
  9.15am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion and Faith Factory

Readings  &  Readers
Date Readings ............................Reader
7th November (3rd Sunday before Advent) Psalm 127 ............................. Heath Houston
Welcome: Ethan Patterson Acts 4:8-31 .......................... Robert Campbell

14th November (Remembrance Sunday) Isaiah 2:1-5 ........................... Trevor Prenter
Welcome: Finn and Rosanna McClean John 4:28-30, 39-42 ............ Samantha Campbell

21st November (Christ the King) Exodus 13:20-23 .................. Annie Gray
Welcome: Heath and Darlie Houston Luke 18:35-43 ...................... Joyce Lardie

28th November (Advent Sunday) 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 ....... John Fenton
Welcome:  Luke 21:25-36 ...................... David Rutherford

5th December (2nd Sunday of Advent) Philippians 1:3-11 ................ Shirley Earley
Welcome: Ana Olarte-Roulston Luke 3:1-6 ............................ Anne Campbell
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Recycling for Restoration Fund
 We have raised £40 from clothes this month. We are collecting copper, brass 
(including taps), aluminium, copper wire and all types of cables. Please leave at our house 
after ringing 028 9084 4093 before delivering. We are no longer recycling any steel or 
steel and aluminium cans. Please leave clothes (excluding duvets, pillows and cushions) 
at the church hall when open.   Maurice and Doreen

F.W.O. & Restoration 
Fund Counters

7th November ................................ Joyce Lardie
14th November .................... Maureen Robinson
21st November .......................Lorinda Hamilton
28th November .......................... Anne Campbell

 Would all counters please note that the Mallusk branch of Danske Bank has closed from 22nd October 
2021. Abbeycentre is the nearest branch to use when lodging church funds (I know some of you already use 
it). From 1st October the only nightsafe available will be in Abbeycentre, which can only be used during the 
opening hours of the Abbeycentre itself: 9am-9pm Mon-Fri, 9am-6pm Sat and 1pm-6pm Sun. A new key 
will be provided. Otherwise use the dropbox in the branch itself. Any queries please contact Joyce Lardie.

Flower Rota
7th November .................. Mr & Mrs M. Atkinson
  ...............................................Mrs J. Bradbury
14th November .............. Mr & Mrs R. Cairncross
21st November .................Mr & Mrs J. Magowan
28th November .............................. Mrs S. Earley

Flower arranger - Diane Lee 9083 6988

Rota for Volunteer Stewards in Church 
11.00am Service Back of Church Front of Church Licencing Service 6.30pm
7th November Warden Audrey McMorran Mike Barfield
14th November Warden Trevor Prenter
21st November Warden Jim Magowan
28th November Warden Marie Keen
5th December Warden Ben White

“Remember When ……”
A 5 Week Course on Wednesday Evenings

 Do you remember when God did something special in your life? It doesn’t have to be something 
big or miraculous, as even the smallest of moments can have a huge impact when we look back and 
remember God’s faithfulness. 
 Talking about God with our friends, family, colleagues and neighbours can be a daunting task, 
however we can all remember moments, big or small, when God has been at work in our lives – and 
sharing these can often have a significant impact on others helping to show them that God is active 
and relevant in our time. Throughout the Bible, God’s people were encouraged to remember what He 
had done for them. We all have that same ability to remember God’s goodness, faithfulness, grace, 
and love for us today.
 Over 5 Wednesday evenings we’ll be exploring together the whole subject of remembering as follows:
Wed. 27th Oct. - “Remember When…God” Wed. 3rd Nov. - “Remember When… Jesus”
Wed. 10th Nov. - “Remember When … The Holy Spirit” Wed. 17th Nov. - “Remember When … We”
Wed. 24th  Nov. - “Remember When… The Corona Virus”

 All sessions will begin at 7.30pm and will be a mixture of videos, teaching, discussion and prayer. A 
cup of tea will also be served.
 We are a community that God demonstrates His character to and through, and are called also to be 
a community that remembers when God has been faithful to us. This course will help us to do just that.
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shopping.  A devoted wife, mum, grandmother and great grandmother, who lived life for her family 
is missed sorely.  The suddenness of her passing has come as a great shock for her family and we 
commend them to your thoughts, prayers and support in the months to come.

Mary (Betty) McGavock - Mary, known to everyone as Betty, loving mother of Jim, Rhonda, Anie, 
Kathleen and Hugh died peacefully in Woodgreen Nursing Home on Saturday 2nd October. Her funeral 
was held at Fleming and Cuthbert Funeral Home on Wednesday 6th October followed by a burial at 
Ballyclare Cemetery. Betty, the second youngest of 5 brothers and sisters, was born in Ballyrobert and 
went to school in Ballycreigy. She worked at Mossley Mill and later in a carpet factory before giving up 
work to bring up her family. Later in life she travelled all over Belfast working as a cleaner. Always smart 
and well turned out Betty loved nothing better than going around the shops and meeting up with her 
many friends. She was always sharp and witty, possessing a huge range of wise sayings and bits of 
advice she had accumulated over the years and which she passed on to others. Her later years were 
spent in Woodgreen Nursing home as dementia took its hold on her, however she continued to enjoy 
weekly trips out especially with her devoted son Jim. Our prayers are with her children at this time. 

Sharon Conway - Sharon, daughter of Raymond and Doris, sister of Tracey and mother to Danielle, 
Stuart, Holly and Nicholas died peacefully on Wednesday 13th October. Her funeral was held in 
Carnmoney Church on Thursday 21st October, her cremation at Roselawn taking place the following 
day. Sharon was originally from the Shankill before moving to Mossley as a young child where she 
attended Mossley Primary School and then Glengormley High school. She was married twice and 
enjoyed working at Belmont Photo Factory and later at the army camp in Girdwood as a mess hand. 
Although she was a larger than life character always presenting as witty and the life and soul of the 
party; Sharon was also deeply spiritual, generous and kind having made her own commitment to God. 
In later years she struggled with Hodgkinson’s disease and the cancer that eventually killed her but 
was able to see her beloved grandchildren dedicated in her hospital ward in a special service the day 
she died. Our prayers are with her 4 children, sister Tracey and father Raymond at this time.

In Memoriam continued from page 5

Faith in Doubt
Our faith in God is easy when the waters ‘round are stilled.

When the voyage undertaken finds our dreams and hopes fulfilled.

But holding on to God is hard when wrestling with our doubts.
And when the storms are fiercest and our boat is tossed about.

It’s when our faith is shaken, when the master’s sound asleep,
Not knowing we are sinking and the waters ‘round are deep.

We wonder then how He who’s Lord of all the land and sea, 
Could seem to be so unaware of our catastrophe.

It’s when our faith seems weakest, God will calm the sea and soul,
And when we are most broken that he’ll touch and make us whole. 

Sister Mary Barker

Silent God
This is my prayer - that, though I may not see,

I may be aware of the silent God who stands by me;
that, though I may not feel,

I may be aware of the mighty love who doggedly follows me; 
that, though I may not respond,

I may be aware that God, my silent, mighty God
waits each day, quietly, hopefully, persistently,
waits each day and through each night for me,

for me - alone!   
Edwina Gateley
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 Linda Abwa, from CMS Ireland, paid a recent 
visit to the Parish to launch our new CMS Ireland 
partnership with Olo Diocese in South Sudan. 
 Linda gave us lots of information about the 
relatively new country of South Sudan and the 
problems faced by those living there. Olo Diocese 
was formed six years ago and is led by Bishop 
Tandema. The Bishop is pleased we are partnering 
with Olo and sent us a personal greeting, which we 
hope will be the first of many communications.
 I will be arranging a meeting for the newly formed 
Mission Committee, the date and time will be on 
the weekly notice sheet. In the new year, I’m also 
looking to start a regular prayer meeting for those 
who wish to support Olo and Bishop Tandema. This 
meeting will be held on Sunday between the two 
church services. As a parish we look forward to our 
Mission walk with Olo Diocese.

Gayle Hanna

Bishop Tandema.

 Anam Cara Northern Ireland, the organisation that 
supports bereaved parents, is holding a Parent Evening for 
bereaved parents living with no surviving children on Tuesday 
2nd November at 7pm.
 This is a free online event. If you would like to join us please 
get in touch on: info@anamcara.ie or call  028 9521 3120.

Sign Language Course
 A Five week Sign Language Course will commence on Saturday 16th January 2022 at 11am in the 
Church Hall. The course will last for approx 1.5 hours and our tutor Yanahir will be with us for five 
consecutive Saturday mornings showing us everyday signs which are in common use.
 For those who attended the course in 2020 which we sadly had to cancel after a few Saturdays 
there will be no additional fee.
 For those interested in registering for the first time there will be a fee of £20 for the complete 
course and there will be no charge for children.
 The numbers for this course will be limited so if you wish to register for this course please contact-
Roy Williams Email: roywilliams100@hotmail.com - Tel: 028 9084 1752.

Church Envelopes or Standing Order for your Contributions
 The church envelopes for 2022 will be ready for collection at the back of the church during 
November.
 We currently have fifty parishioners making their contributions by standing order and we would 
encourage others to choose this method of giving.
 Contributions by standing order ensure regular giving and keeps the church bank account in good 
shape to pay all our costs.
 The church bank details are sort code 95-03-25 account 6100 2899 - Carnmoney Parish Church. 
Why don’t you make the change and make your contributions by standing order. Thank you for your 
continuing support.
 New Parishioners - If you would like church envelopes for the first time or more information 
about setting up a standing order for your contributions please contact - Roy Williams - Email: 
roywilliams100@hotmail.com - Tel: 028 9084 1752.
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Knitting B
 The knitters continue to meet on Thursday mornings.  Lots of different articles 
- amongst them comfort teddies, twiddle muffs, blankets for incubators, and of 
course scarves for sailors. Many thanks to those of you who send in unwanted wool, 
needles and patterns. Much appreciated. 
 Don’t forget if you would like to join us for a knit and a natter come along at 10.30 
Thursday morning, and if you need a lift, contact Curate Carol - 07860 696800.

 Hi Children,
Well it's that time of the year again as we head into November. 
The winter days and the need for coats, hats and gloves and 
maybe some of you will be counting the days to Christmas.
 Just to remind everyone of our Sunday Calendar. We meet 
in the Church Hall every Sunday at 11am except for the Second 
Sunday  when we go straight to Church for a short talk and a 
hymn and then straight back up to the Church Hall for Faith 
Factory.  As always the Third Sunday is the Family Service in 
Church and everyone is welcome.  Don't worry some of the leaders will be around to keep you right.
 The last few weeks we have been learning about Moses, prayer and a few games to demonstrate 
the stories.  "Moses Set Gods People Free"
 See you all at Faith Factory. God Bless, Linda, Jayne, Rosemary and James.
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Daily Bible Readings for 2022
 Apologies, as I should have had these notes in the October issue. I have checked the 
information on these notes and there is little of no change since last year so I am giving you the 
current prices quoted to me. I hope your notes have been helpful during these stressful times. If 
anyone has found other notes they’d like me to order then please let me have the details.

1. WORD FOR TODAY Free but a donation is welcomed. You can order this online at 
ucb.co.uk or phone 01782 911 000 - there is a friendly human to answer the phone.

Daily readings based on scripture, articles and things to pray about. Designed to help getting 
into the habit of spending time with God every day.

2. NEW DAYLIGHT Jan.-April; May-August; Sept-Dec.  Annual  £14.20 (last year)

(I contacted BRF for next year’s annual fee and was told they’d contact me at the end of 
October with the details. Group price depends on number ordered)

Ideal for anyone wanting an accessible yet stimulating aid to spending time with God each 
day, deepening their faith and knowledge of the scripture.

3. GUIDELINES Jan-April; May-August; Sept-Dec.   Annual  £14.20 (As above)

Instead of usual dated readings, Guidelines provides weekly units, broken into six sections, 
plus an introduction giving context for the passage, and a final section of points for thought 
and prayer. On any day you can read as many or as few as you wish.

4. UPPER ROOM Jan.-April; May-Aug. Sept.-Dec. Annual £14.20 (As for New Daylight)

Each daily meditation includes a Bible reading, reflection and prayer. Questions for small 
group study are also included for each week.

5. WORDS OF LIFE Jan.-April; May-August; Sept-Dec.  £15.95 (No change in price)
“The Bible day by day. Themed selections from the Bible with comments for thought and 
prayer.”

6. EVERY DAY WITH JESUS Annual £16.95. Large print £16.95
Each day includes a Bible reading reflection, prayer and reading for further study. Each issue 
covers a different topic or Bible book in depth.

7. DAILY BREAD  By post (Quoted online £19. Direct Debit £16. Present readers 
have told me they did not find  Direct Debit difficult to set up)

“Gives help when reading the Bible. Sometimes the poetry and prose, history and revelation, 
or parables and proverbs need some explanation. Daily Bread provides real inspiration each 
time you read it.”

Please contact me by 30 November if you wish to place an order or change your present 
one. If I don’t hear from my present readers I’ll order as for this year. Contact me if you need 
further information and I’ll try and help.

Georgie Siberry - Tel: 9083 7015




