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The Remembrance of Things Past
 Memory is a funny thing. As we grow older, it can get more unreliable 
for the ordinary everyday things, like people’s names or shopping 
lists or what we came upstairs for! But then, perhaps as some kind of 
compensation, some of the memories of days long past unexpectedly 
can come sharply into focus again. A song or a smell or an image triggers 
a memory of school days or family meals or a childhood holiday, and 
we find ourselves wondering where all those years went and how they 
flashed past so quickly. 
 November of course is a month when memory is much to the fore. From All Souls’ Day,  through 
the chant (in England at least) of ‘Remember, remember the fifth of November’ to the ceremonies 
on the 11th of the 11th or on Remembrance Sunday to recall those lost in two world wars and many 
others since, it is hard to escape the remembrance of things past in this month.  It is good and 
important that we should remember the events of the past, both in our own personal history and in 
our corporate history. We have memories that will be precious to all of us, and one of the tragedies 
of dementia is that if we lose those memories we lose much of who and what we are. And even the 
memories of hard times or difficult situations are important to recall at times. It is surely a true saying 
that those who forget the past are condemned to repeat it. Yet it is important also that we do not let 
the remembrance of things past bind us to the past or blind us to the new things that are happening 
in the present and particularly to the new things that God might want to do in us and in the world. 
 In our faith, we have of course a very powerful reason to keep strong a memory of what God has 
done in the past. Every week, as we celebrate Holy Communion, we do so in response to Jesus’ 
direct command to ‘do this in remembrance of me’. We recall his death for us on the cross and the 
resurrection life that flowed from that. But we are not just remembering something that happened 
two thousand years ago. In the symbolism of bread and wine, we accept into our own beings that gift 
of new life won for us through Jesus’ death and resurrection. That once and for all sacrifice of Jesus 
for our sakes has led to the transformation of human lives and human history in all the centuries since. 
It is a remembrance of something long past that then becomes constantly active in the present as 
the living Jesus meets us in the daily circumstances of our lives and allows us to be co-workers with 

him in making the kingdom of God real in the world 
today. 
     So in all the occasions of remembrance in this 
month, let’s recognise that memory helps us root 
our lives in what has gone before. We are who we 
are as individuals and nations because of all that 
has happened in the past. But let’s recognise also 
that the most important memory that we hold 
as Christians is not of what we have done, but of 
what God has done for us in Christ Jesus. May that 
memory not just root us in all God has done in the 
past, but also lead to hope and transformation for 
our lives and for the whole world today. 

                        With every blessing,
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Dear Parishioner

3 EASY WAYS TO
SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH

1. Set up a Monthly Standing Order with
your Bank. (Church Bank Details available

on request)

or

2. Forward your envelopes to the
address below 

or

3. Have your envelopes collected monthly

Roy Williams
5A Dorchester Gardens

Newtownabbey
BT36 5JJ

Tel: 90841752
Email roywilliams100@hotmail.com

Elevenses
*  Joan Killen, Lesley Prenter, Anna Brandon, June 

Fitzgerald..
*  Responsible for shopping and 

organising.
Georgie Gibb  Tel: 028 9083 6967



In Memoriam
Jean Shepherd - Mrs Jean Shepherd was a long term member of St Patrick’s Parish, Jordanstown. 
However, when she died after a short illness in October, the Vicar was asked to take her funeral at 
Mrs Shepherd’s express request. Twenty-one years ago, when a Curate at St Patrick’s, the Vicar had 
conducted the funeral of Jean’s late, much-loved husband Jimmy, and Jean wanted her own service to 
be the same as far as possible. So with the permission of the clergy of St Patrick’s, the Vicar conducted 
the service in Jean’s home just as she had for Jimmy all those years ago. Though Jimmy and Jean 
had no children of their own, she was a much loved sister, aunt and great aunt and was an active and 
independent woman who will be much missed by her extended family and friends. We offer deepest 
sympathy to all who will mourn her loss at this sad time.

Noon Day Prayers
 With numbers becoming uncertain due to illness and other commitments and with the weather 
turning colder, we have decided to suspend our noon day prayers through the winter months as we 
did last year. Between November and February the church is usually very cold and it is not economical 
to heat it for the short time we are there. So again, there will be no noon day prayer in November, 
December, January and February, and we will review the situation in March. In the meantime, perhaps 
we can take some time out at home or work at midday on the first Wednesday of each month and 
bring God’s presence more consciously to mind as we commend the life and work of our parish to his 
keeping. This short liturgy for midday from the Northumbria Community may be of some help in that. 

Opening sentence. Let the beauty of the Lord God be upon us. May God establish the work of our 
hands. 

The Lord’s Prayer. Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
Amen. 

Declaration of Faith. We believe and trust in God the Father Almighty. We believe and trust in Jesus 
Christ his Son. We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit. We believe and trust in the Three in One.

Canticle. Teach us dear Lord to number our 
days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 
O satisfy us early with thy mercy that we may 
rejoice and be glad all of our days. And let the 
beauty of God be upon us and establish the work 
of our hands, dear Lord. 

Blessing. Let nothing disturb you, nothing 
affright you. All things are passing. God never 
changes. Patient endurance attains all things. 
Those who possess God want nothing. God alone 
suffices. In the name of the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Parish Register
Holy Baptism

‘‘ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit ’’
 16th October Charlieé-Jo Howell, Huntingdale Green, Ballyclare

Christian Burial
‘‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ” says the Lord

 25th October Jean Shepherd, Shore Road, Whiteabbey
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Diary for November
Tuesday 1st November 7.45pm Select Vestry

Thursday 3rd November 7.30-9.30pm  Parish Fellowship Group meet in the Memorial Room 
Theme: “Practising the presence of God” All welcome

Sunday 6th November  3rd Sunday before Advent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Parish Communion & Faith Factory
  6.30pm Evening Prayer

Tuesday 8th November 8.00pm Church of Ireland Men’s Society

Friday 11th November 10.45am  Cenotaph, Lilian Bland (Glengormley) Park.
   British Legion Service of Remembrance 

Sunday 13th November  2nd Sunday before Advent - Remembrance Sunday
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am  Morning Prayer, including Act of Remembrance, and 

Faith Factory

Thursday 17th November  8.00pm  Healing Service

Sunday 20th November  Sunday before Advent - The Kingship of Christ
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Family Service & Brigade Enrolment - postponed from 

18th October. Preacher: the Rev. Paul Redfern

Tuesday 22nd November 7.30pm Mothers’ Union. ‘Apex Clinic’

Saturday 26th November 10am-4.00pm Christmas Craft Fair

Sunday 27th November  Advent Sunday
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Morning Prayer and Faith Factory
Thursday 1st December 7.30-9.30pm Memorial Room. Advent Reflections.
   Session 1. Theme to be arranged

Saturday 3rd December 9.00am Church of Ireland Men’s Society annual Men’s Breakfast

Sunday 4th December  2nd Sunday of Advent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion and Faith Factory
  6.30pm Evening Prayer

Christmas Choir
 Thanks to everyone who came to our first rehearsal in October. 
There is still time to join us if you didn’t make it. Please come to our 
practice at 7.30pm on Wednesday 16th November.
 Details of the places we are going to visit this year will be available 
then, so you can book your place.

F.W.O. Church Envelopes - 2017
 The Envelopes for 2017 are ready for collection at the back of the Church. Please take a note of 
your envelope number and collect your pack as soon as possible.
 If anyone would like envelopes for the first time please contact Roy Williams on 9084 1752.
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Readings
Date Morning Evening
6th November 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 1 Kings 3:1-15
 Luke 20:27-38 Romans 8:31-39
13th November Isaiah 65:17-25 No Evening Service
 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
20th November Family Service No Evening Service
27th November Isaiah 2:1-5 No Evening Service
 Romans 13:11-14
4th December Romans 15:4-13 1 Kings 18:17-39
 Matthew 3:1-12 John 1:19-28

Readers
Date Morning Evening
6th November Mrs S. Earley Mr M. Carson
13th November Mr R. Campbell No Evening Service
20th November Family Service ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
27th November Mr D. Gibson ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
4th December Mr T. Prenter Mrs B. Macklin

* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

Flower Rota
6th November  .................  Mr & Mrs J. Patterson
13th November  ................ Mr & Mrs M. Atkinson
20th November  ............................. Mr W. Harson
27th November  .............................. Mrs S. Earley

Flower arranger - Mrs Diane Lee: 028 9083 6988

F.W.O. Counters
6th November  .............................  Mrs M. Nelson
13th November  ........................ Mrs J. Fitzgerald
20th November  .......................  Mrs M. Robinson
27th November  .......................... Mr R. Campbell

Restoration Counters
6th November  .............................  Mrs E. Carlisle
13th November  ............................... Mr J. Walker
20th November  .................  Mr & Mrs H. Douglas
27th November  .......................... Mr M. Atkinson
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Upcoming Events
 Remembrance Sunday - Remembrance Sunday this year is on 13th November 
and our 11am service will, as usual, include the traditional Act of Remembrance. 
The British Legion ceremony at the Cenotaph will be held at 10.45am on the 
11th November with the two minute silence timed for 11am and will include 
involvement from clergy from local churches. It will leave from and return to the 
Methodist church on Ballyclare Road. 
 Brigade Enrolment Service - At the request of the Church Lads’ and Girls’ 
Brigade their parade and enrolment service, which normally takes place in 
October was postponed to this month. The service will now be held as the 
November Family Service at 11am on Sunday 20th November. The Rev. Paul 
Redfern, recently retired from Kilbride Parish and worshipping with us since March, will be the  
preacher at this service. Paul was a Brigade leader in a previous parish and his wife Betty will be 
helping with our Church Girls’ Brigade, so it will be a pleasure to have his involvement in this service. 
 Christmas Craft Fair, Saturday 26th November - Please keep the date free to share in this 
perfect opportunity to buy unique and handmade Christmas gifts. The Fair will showcase the work 
of local crafters and artists as well as providing refreshments. There will also be a Santa’s grotto and 
activities for children as part of our church fundraising efforts.
 Advent Course - Advent Sunday is 27th November so for three Thursdays in December, we will 
run an Advent course. Do join us to give some room for spiritual things in the all too hectic lead up to 
Christmas. Further details will in be in the December magazine, but we hope to build on the theme of 
the November fellowship group of ‘Practising the presence of God.’

 Mothers’ Union resumed on Tuesday evening 27th September after the summer break. The 
meeting began with a minute’s silence in memory of Mrs Gladys McCullagh. Gladys gave 54 years’ 
faithful service to Mothers’ Union and will be missed. We extend sincere sympathy to her daughter, 
Lavinia, and the family circle.
 Our speakers were Sharon and Eleanor from Second Bloom who gave an extremely interesting 
talk on the history of handbags, from Caveman day to present day.  They also told how they sourced 
second-hand material, boil washed it and turned the fabrics into handbags. Our ladies had an 
opportunity to purchase their colourful creations.
 On Tuesday evening, 25th October, 30 members met at Ballylinney Presbyterian Church Hall for 
our branch AGM. As usual, we were served a delicious meal by Mrs Kathleen Coiley and her catering 
team.  After dinner the Rev. Mercia Malcolm chaired our AGM. The following members were elected: 
Joan Killen, Branch Chairperson; Maureen Robinson, Deputy Chairperson; Anna Brandon, Secretary; 

Shirley Earley, Treasurer; Marion Magowan, 
Overseas Rep.; 
Victoria McFarland 
& Gayle Hanna, 
Prayer Reps.; Renie 
Fenton, Magazine 
Rep.; Margaret 
Fitzsimmons and 
Victoria McFarland, 
Indoor Members 
Reps.
(Joan Killen, Branch 
Chairperson).

...his constant droning from the 
pulpit is really getting on my nerves!



9

Recycling for Restoration Fund
 This month we raised £128 from clothes, £80 from scrap metal and £23 from 
books. Ensure clean clothing, including shoes (in pairs), hats, belts, handbags, bed 
linen and curtains (no duvets, pillows or cushions) are left in the church hall, and 
please do not put any other items, such as ornaments or books, in clothing bags. 
Scrap metal, including aluminium and steel cans (preferably in separate bags), 
electrical items, including leads, cables and any items with wiring attached, such as 
phones and chargers, can be left at 7 Glebecoole Park (please call Maurice or Doreen on 9084 4093 
to ensure someone is at home before delivering items as bags left are liable to be taken by other 
collectors or draw unwanted attention if we are away at night. Also, please do not put any glass 
in bags of scrap metal.     Maurice Atkinson

Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 I wonder how many skeletons have come out of the closets since last 
month’s speaker, Martin McDowell, gave his talk on genealogy. Martin’s 
infectious interest and knowledge of family history research has, I know, 
prompted several of those who where there at the meeting to start 
examining their family roots. But be careful, as my mother used to say, ”you 
spend a small fortune looking up your ancestors and a large one hiding them again.” A very interesting 
night which could have gone on much longer than it did, and several have asked could we get Martin 
back again for another session.
 Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 8th November at the usual time of 8.00pm when the subject 
will be “Preparing for Christmas”.  This presentation which will be given by Tesco and is open to all 
friends and family, and we have been assured it is targeted at both men and women (does this mean 
there is a section on washing up I am asked?). I have no doubt that along with effort saving tips for the 
Christmas period, they will have samples of their various delicacies; just don’t expect to get a free 
turkey. So let’s have really good turnout for what will be an entertaining and educational fun night.
 For your diary, don’t forget our Men’s Breakfast will be held on Saturday 3rd December, and for all 
the romantics amongst you, we will be holding a St Valentine’s Night Dinner at the Templeton Hotel.

Trevor Gibb, Hon. Secretary

Pray for the Following Families in November
6th Nov. - Stewart (T’patrick), Wallace (Dalewood), Walsh (Collinward G), Watson 
(Carnmoney R), Watters (B’clare), Weightman.
13th Nov. - Stewart (B’Henry D), Wallace (Manse W), Walsh (Dalewood), Watson 
(B’clare), Watters (Cherryvale P), Weston (Manse R).
20th Nov. - Wallace (Harmin C), Weston (Collinbridge M), White, Williams (The 
Glade), Wilson (Collinbridge D).
27th Nov. - Wallace (Archvale P), Williams (Dorchester G), Wilson (Antrim R), Wilson (Derrymore A), 
Wilson (Burnthill C), Worthington, Wray, Young.

Parish Fellowship Group
 The Fellowship Group will meet in the Memorial Room on Thursday 3rd November, and the topic 
for the evening will be ‘Practising the Presence of God’.
  We will be doing something different at our meeting this month, using some unusual aides to 
help us to concentrate on God’s presence with us.  If you haven’t been before, why not give it a try?  
There’s no pressure, no putting you on the spot.  There is friendship and an opportunity to ask those 
questions that have always puzzled you and of course a cup of tea to end off the evening.
 We look forward to welcoming you there.
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Reflections on Carnmoney Parish Church 
 It is fascinating to think of all the people who have worshipped more or less on the spot where 
our present Church stands for well over a thousand years. A Church was reputed to have been 
established here by Saint Patrick about fourteen hundred years ago, and over the years, it catered to 
the spiritual needs of the people of the ancient city and parish of Coole. 
 The story of Carnmoney is indeed a fascinating one, and there have been many changes from 
that time when St Patrick first set up a little church by the Glas na Braddan River, through the rise 
and fall of the city of Coole with its religious settlements to the Parish as it is today. The present day 
congregation should indeed be grateful to the many people over the centuries, who, through their 
sacrifice, generosity and toil, have bequeathed to us all the beautiful place of worship we have today. 
  So much of the history of the Church as we know it has 
involved the Smythe family, who through two generations, 
were Ministers of the parish from 1796 to 1903 and 
contributors and builders of the present church. Indeed, it is 
questionable if there would be a Carnmoney Parish Church 
had it not been for the Rev. Samuel Smythe, who renovated 
the old church, which was in a bad state of repair, and built 
Coole Glebe. George Smythe, his son, built the present, 
Church much of it financed by himself, but his contribution 
was not limited just to the Church. Together with Francis 
Bigger and others, he took over many social projects, 
including taking what is now the Crown and Shamrock Inn, 
turning it from a ”place of ill repute” into a respectable 
temperance establishment. General William James 
Smythe, a brother of George, presented the Smythe Cross, 
which stands in the churchyard, to the Church. This has 
been recognized as one of the finest modern Celtic crosses 
in Ireland, and notably, a mason who worked on its production was Joseph Brady, one of the Phoenix 
Park murderers. General Smythe’s niece was Lillian Bland of aeronautical fame, who lived with him 
and his wife in Tobercooran House from where she advertised the sale of airplanes. 
 During the nineteenth century, the Parish was the home to more than its fair share of the great 
families of that era, and many regularly attended Carnmoney Church. A walk through the churchyard 
is like a walk through the history of Belfast when it ranked as a world leader in industry.  Names like 
the Grimshaws, who first brought the cotton industry to Ireland.  The Leppers, Thompsons and 
Campbells, all to be found in the churchyard, were amongst the owners of the great spinning and 
weaving mills of Newtownabbey and Belfast.  Henry Campbell was responsible for the building of 
the model village of Mossley, where his employees lived and worked under conditions far superior to 
those found in most other parts of the country. On his death, he bequeathed his substantial fortune 
to the building and endowment of Campbell College in Belfast.  Another of the Campbells, John, lived 
at Rathfern and was also closely associated with Carnmoney Parish Church, where his eldest son 
Howard was Parochial Treasurer, Synodsman and Parochial Nominator. A generous gift by another 
son Garrett, in memory of his son Lieut. Lawford Campbell, who was killed in action in 1916, helped 
make possible the building of the War Memorial Parochial Hall, which many will remember before the 
present hall. 
 Other famous names associated with the Parish include Sir Charles Lanyon MP, who served as 
Churchwarden. There are several memorials to the Lanyon family in the Church, including an ornate 
bench seat in the Baptistery,  One of the most illustrious sons of the Parish must undoubtedly be 
Hugh McCalmont Cairns, baptized in the church in 1820, who was appointed Solicitor-General for 
England and then Attorney-General and Lord-Justice of Appeal in 1866. He went on to become a 
Privy Councillor, Lord Chancellor and Disraeli’s right hand man. He led the Opposition in the House of 
Lords and strenuously opposed the Irish Church Act. Cairns was recognized as the greatest lawyer 
of his time but remained a staunch churchman and a lifelong Sunday School teacher.

George Chichester Smythe .
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Daily Bible Readings for 2017
The following Bible readings are available. Copies are on view at the back of the church. If you 
wish to change your order or place a new order then please get in touch with me before 15th 
November, otherwise I’ll order as for 2016.

1. NEW DAYLIGHT Jan.-April, May-Aug., Sept.-Dec.  Annual  £13.05
Each booklet has four months of daily Bible readings and reflection. The daily Bible passage is 
printed out with helpful comments and a prayer or thought for the day ahead.

2. WORDS OF LIFE Jan.-April, May-Aug., Sept.-Dec.  Annual  £12.45
The Bible day by day. Themed selections from the Bible with comments for thought and prayer.

3. DAILY BREAD Annual, by post, £15
 (This is the only publication directly available by post to individuals)
Gives help when reading the Bible. Sometimes the poetry and prose, history and revelation, or 
parables and proverbs need some explanation. Daily Bread provides real inspiration each time 
you read it.

If I don’t see you in church, please leave your money with the Churchwardens or with Harry 
Hamilton.  If change is not taken, it is put in the CMS Globe.

Georgie Siberry - Tel: 9083 7015

 Not all our famous sons go back to the nineteenth 
century however. That great, and still sadly missed 
“character”, Bob Dixon, himself quite a celebrity with his 
famous Jazzmen, often told of a young local man called 
Billy Miller, who he introduced to the Carnmoney Parish 
Church Drama Society. Billy wanted to “have a go at 
acting” and, although Bob warned him that he would start 
as a stage-hand, he was given a one line walk-on part in 
a play as a policeman. George Shields, the author of the 
play, was with Bob during the performance in the Church 
Hall, and even with such a small part, he marked him out 
as a future star. Billy went on to act in the Lyric Theatre, 
then to London, where he befriended Michael Redgrave. 
George Shields was indeed right about him becoming a 
star. He changed his name to Stephen Boyd (some claim 
he got the name from Granny Boyd’s shop in Carnmoney) 
and the rest is history. He went to Hollywood and starred 
in many films, the most famous being Ben Hur. For those 
who can remember back to that great radio soap, The 
McCooeys, which emptied the streets of Belfast every 
Saturday evening, Stephen acted the policeman in it with the catch-phrase, ‘I’m just making one or 
two enquiries,’ which Bob claimed was the line he used in the play in the Church Hall.  
 I could write a book, and perhaps I will some day, on the many personalities who lived within, or 
were associated with Carnmoney Parish. Like Humpty Joe Bigger, the Nationalist politician, Thomas 
Gallagher, the Tobacco King and James Mackie of engineering fame, who lived at Hazelbank.  Nor 
were they all wealthy politicians or captains of industry. Who could forget Sadie Lee in her shop 
and Tearoom at the bottom of the Carnmoney Road? For all her eccentricities, her visitors at the 
tearoom included great stars such as Burl Ives, Al Jolson and Gigli. Yes, from St Patrick to Sadie Lee, 
Carnmoney Parish has seen them all and hopefully will for at least the next fourteen hundred years

Trevor Gibb

Billy Miller, aka Stephen Boyd.



Quality local meat, quality local service

12 Richmond Gardens, Glengormley - Tel: 9084 4640
and Glenwell Spar, 290 Antrim Road, Glengormley

Proprietor:
Graham Zebedee

Farm Quality Assured Beef & Lamb

Grade “A” Poultry

Cooked Foods

Traditional Pies

Seasonal Vegetables

See in-store for special offers

ChristmasClubNow Open


