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Reflections from the Glebe House
“I was just thinking...

...I wish things were different”
 If I was ever asked to go on Desert Island Discs the one book, apart 
from the bible, I would ask to take with me is “Lord of the Rings” by 
J.R.R. Tolkien. It’s a book I’ve read a number of times over the years and 
is certainly a gripping and inspiring read. And just like his father, Bilbo 
Baggins, its main character, Frodo, is also often a reluctant hero. Early on 
in the book, Frodo talks to Gandalf about the unwelcome quest before 
him: “I wish it need not have happened in my time,” said Frodo.  “So do I,” said Gandalf “and so do all who 
live to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. All we have to decide is what to do with the time 
that is given to us.”
 I wonder if we all feel a bit like Frodo in these coronavirus times? The freedoms that we have so 
long taken for granted have been curtailed, our relationships have suffered, the strains on family life 
have increased, foreign holidays have had to be cancelled and life just isn’t what we want it to be at the 
moment.
 As lockdown restrictions have been released and people are getting on with their lives again in 
many ways, life does feel even more stressful as difficult decisions need to be made about what we 
can and cannot do, often in the light of unclear and confusing advice from those in authority. Certainly, 
along with Frodo, I am sure we are all saying: “I wish it need not have happened in my time.”
 Certainly as a church, we are struggling at the moment with many of these issues. It’s been fantastic 
to restart our services, and those are going as well as we could possibly hope for; however, what about 
the rest of church life? Can our many groups begin to meet safely again? Can we visit people in their 
homes? What about Harvest and Christmas services, and how can we continue the momentum which 
was gathering pace before March and ensure that our church continues to grow and develop?
 These are difficult questions, and everyone individually needs to decide what they can contribute 
and what they feel safe doing, but it does seem clear that many of our regular activities will not be 
resuming for some time yet and that the pace of church life for the foreseeable future will be much 
slower than it was before as people continue to be careful and avoid social contact with others. Maybe 
the coming months will be fallow, a bit like the Sabbath year of rest in the Old Testament when all 
ground was left untended for a year and given time to recover?
 And as Gandalf said, we all need to decide what to do with the time that is given to us. Maybe we 
have more time now and can use it creatively. But can we use the time we have to keep in contact with 
each other in our church? Yes we can’t visit, but we can still ring and email others and tune in online or 
by CD to the Sunday services and Thoughts for the Day on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
 Psalm 84:6 says, “When they pass through the valley of Baca they make it a place of springs.” 
What a wonderful description that is of the difference that God’s people can make in difficult 

circumstances! So many people are struggling at 
this time, and life isn’t easy for any of us, yet as 
Christians, we are not alone. We have the life of 
Christ in us, and as we interact with others, his life 
and light can spill over from us into their lives. In 
these difficult times we, in partnership with God, 
can make a real difference in the lives of those we 
are in contact with. We have good news to share, 
a Saviour who is always with us, and we are all 
called for such a time as this to play our small part 
in making a difference.



5

Parish Register
Holy Baptism

‘ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit ’
 13th September Ava Moira, Yvonne Simango

Harvest Festival
 The second Sunday in October is traditionally the time we come together for our Harvest 
Festival to offer God our thanks and praise for all his goodness to us during the previous year, and 
this year will be no exception despite the difficulties of the last year and current restrictions we are 
living under. We won’t be able to hold a meal or even offer refreshments as we did last year; however, 
we will be holding both a service online and also a face-to-face service in church on Sunday 11th 
October at 11am. In both services we will be focusing on the theme of thankfulness. Our team of 
flower arrangers will be ensuring that the church is full of flowers, fruit and colour, helping to lift our 
hearts in praise. If anyone would like to bring either dry or tinned food as an offering, the trolley will 
be out in the entrance and these can be left there and will be taken up to Newtownabbey Food Bank 
and distributed to those in need in our local community. 
 Due to social distancing restrictions, we are limited as to how many people we can accommodate 
for our 11am service and so will be operating a booking system. You can book your place either by 
filling in the notice sheet during the two live services before 13th October or else by ringing Andy 
on 028 9083 6337.  Please do join us either online or in person for our Harvest celebrations.

General Vestry Meeting
Tuesday 6th October at 7.30pm

 This is an invitation to everyone who considers themselves a member of Carnmoney Parish 
Church and who feels safe enough to attend, to come along to the postponed Easter General 
Vestry Meeting, the AGM of the church, which should have been held just after Easter but will now 
be held on Tuesday 6th October at 7.30pm in the Church Hall. All precautions will be taken to help 
people feel safe, with hand sanitising and social distancing measures in place, and everyone will be 
encouraged to wear masks.
 This meeting isn’t just for those who are currently on the Select Vestry (actually they will all 
be resigning at the beginning of the meeting); rather, it’s a chance for the whole church family to 
review the past year and look forward, considering how we can move forward as a church in these 
challenging times.
 A completely new Select Vestry will be elected that night. This shouldn’t be seen as a closed 
shop; anyone who is on the Register of Vestrymen is eligible to stand, and it is always good to have 
new blood and new ideas on the Select Vestry as we seek to follow God’s lead in building the church 
here. If you can’t attend on the night but would like to put your name forward to join the new Select 
Vestry, please let Andy know.
 As well as electing the new Select Vestry, we will also be electing two new Church Wardens and 
Glebe Wardens and a building committee to support the work of the two Glebe Wardens. We will 
also appoint a Treasurer and a Secretary. As it is our triennial year, we also need to appoint new 
Diocesan Synod Representatives and Parish Nominators and also supplementals for each of those 
roles.
 Even if you don’t want to stand, please do come along and hear a review of the year and plans 
for the coming year; we can promise you that no one will be forced to stand if they don’t want to, 
and you won’t be given a job to do!  There will be a short Select Vestry meeting for all those newly 
elected at the end of the General Vestry meeting.
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Readings  &  Readers
 Whilst things are currently uncertain and many people are still uncomfortable about attending church, 
we are continuing to offer worship online as well as live. This rota is for the online worship, but we are 
hoping that each reader, if they are comfortable attending church, will also be willing to read in person 
that Sunday. If you would rather not to, then please let Andy know and other people will be found as we 
also have people happy to read live but not online. If anyone else is willing to record a video of themselves 
reading from home, please let Andy know and he can add you to the rota for forthcoming months.

Date Readings .............................. Reader

4th October (17th Sunday after Trinity) Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 .........  Olivia Roulston
Welcome: Heath and Darlie Houston Matthew 21:33-46 ...........................  Elaine Steenson

11th Oct. (Harvest Festival) Psalm 67 ................................................. Lucy Williamsl
Welcome: Hannah and Sophie Gray Luke 17:11-19 .................................... Sharon Ferguson

18th Oct. (19th Sunday after Trinity) 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10................ Annie or Jessica Gray
Welcome: Olivia Roulston Matthew 22:15-22 ........................... Heath Houston

25th Oct. (Bible Sunday) Nehemiah 8:1-12 ............................. Robert Campbell
Welcome: Tori, Abbie and Poppy Hunter Matthew 24:30-35 ........................... Samantha Campbell

1st Nov. (All Saints Day) Revelation 7:9-17 ............................ Elaine Munn
Welcome: Jessica and Annie Gray Matthew 5:1-12 ................................. Lynne Heber

Rota for Volunteer Stewards in Church 
  Front Door Back of Church Front of Church
4th October Heather Seeds Joyce Lardie Lorrinda Hamilton
11th October Warden Warden Mike Barefield
18th October Warden Warden Ben White
25th October Warden Warden Valerie Magee
1st November Warden Warden Sharon Ferguson

F.W.O. & Restoration Fund Counters
4th October  ................................................................................................................  Maureen Robinson
11th October  ....................................................................................................................  Rene Norwood
18th October ......................................................................................................................  Trevor Prenter
25th October .........................................................................................................................  Roy Williams
1st November ............................................................................................................................  Pat White

Intercessors Team
 After an incredible 59 years of faithful prayer and service, Pat Archbold has relinquished the 
leadership of the team of Intercessors, passing on the baton to others to continue this valuable 
ministry. We are hugely grateful to Pat for all she has poured into this work over so many years, 
particularly for her drive, vision and sensitive pastoral care, as well as her prayers which have touched 
countless thousands of lives over these years. 
 As we move into the future, Pat will continue to be involved with the team as an Intercessor, and 
the four teams of Intercessors will continue to pray daily for those on their lists, which will now be 
kept updated by Eileen Roulston. We are always looking for more people willing to pray for others and 
join this team; please see Andy or Carol if you feel God is calling you into this ministry. Likewise, if you 
would like the team of Intercessors to pray for anyone who is sick or in need, then please let Andy or 
Carol know and we can add their name to the list. 
 There will be a meeting of the Intercessors in the Church Hall on Thursday 15th October at 
7.30pm, when the lists will be reviewed, after which a short service of prayer and worship will be held. 
Any potential new team members would be very welcome to attend to hear what it is all about. 
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 Church Envelopes Information
 We wish to thank those Parishioners who have kept their Church Envelopes 
up to date in 2020 and during these difficult months.
 The response has been fantastic, and the Parish really does appreciate 
your support.
 
 For those who would like details of the options available, please contact-
 Roy Williams, 5a Dorchester Gardens, Newtownabbey BT36 5JJ
 Tel: 028 9084 1752   Email:  roywilliams100@hotmail.com

Fellowship Meetings
 Over the summer, the Fellowship group has continued to meet weekly on Wednesday evenings 
via Zoom. Having enjoyed and benefitted immensely from the Bible Course, we then went on to 
study Paul’s letter to the Philippians over eight weeks using a course called Discipleship Explored. 
This involved watching a short video individually in our homes before meeting on Zoom to discuss 
what we thought about it. Over the weeks we had some great discussions and learnt much from each 
other, deepening our faith and understanding in the process.
 Over September and October, we will continue our weekly Tuesday coffee morning chats on 
Zoom. These happen at 10.30am every Tuesday morning and are very informal with no agenda as 
we chat (and banter) about anything and everything. Please do consider joining us as it’s a great way 
to keep in contact. Let Carol know, and she can send you an invitation. Zoom, once you have done it 
once isn’t half as scary as it appears!
 Our next face-to-face meeting will be on Thursday 5th November at 7.30pm in the Church Hall, 
when we will be holding a meeting centered on prayer. There will be some teaching,  but primarily it 
will be a chance for us to come together to pray for our church and ourselves as we seek to chart a 
way forward in the coming months. None of us find prayer easy, and no one will be forced to pray out 
loud, but please do come along and join with others in prayer on that evening. We are also planning 
an Advent Course for December, when we will be looking at the End Times and the Second Coming. 
More details will follow nearer the time.

Knitting B
Dear colleagues in wool,
     I spoke to several of you about restarting the Knitting B but I am afraid we must wait a while 
longer.  Although there were  three or four who were willing to come together again, it has been 
decided that given the recent restrictions on meeting, that it should be left until people feel a bit 
safer.  On top of that, we would have to meet in the main hall, and with winter coming, that would 
be difficult, apart from the weekly need to clean down chairs, tables, door handles and so on.  I am 
sorry for those of you who are disappointed - perhaps I might suggest a Zoom Knitting B for any 
who have the technology. 
    Love for now and keep safe,  Carol

Recycling for Restoration Fund
 We have raised £25 from clothes.  Please leave clothes (excluding duvets, pillows and 
cushions) at the Church Hall when Harry is there. Could everyone with scrap metal please 
hold on to it at present as we are short of storage space and I am not going to the scrapyard 
at present due to health risk.  Maurice and Doreen.
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Grandfather’s Chest
Chapter Five
 15th May 1909
Dear Docie,  We reached New York in record time. Six days!  A good time, 
although our sister ship Lucania has beaten us by some hours. Campania 
was launched in 1892 and did win the covetous Blue Riband for that 
Atlantic crossing in the next year, but of course that is nearly twenty years 
ago now, and she is no longer top of the line.  You might be interested 
to know that Lucania was the first Cunard liner to be fitted with wireless 
- Marconi system - and our ship followed a few months later.  In fact, 
Campania has the distinction of being the first liner to have permanent 
radio connection to costal stations around the world.  We are no longer isolated from the rest of the 
world when making that crossing.  We have had a few interesting passengers on the way over, a lady 
called Florence Lawrence.  She is an actress on the stage and in the moving  pictures.  She is Canadian 
but has just played the part of an Irish peasant girl in a film called The Shaughraun.  Of course she was 
delighted to know that the Captain was Irish.  She entertained passengers and officers with her stories 
about the films, or as she referred to it, “the motion picture industry”!  Doesn’t seem like a real life. There 
was also a member of the Royal family and some English aristocracy sailing, all first class of course.  Then 
you had  rare and some sad characters travelling steerage.  We had a mother and baby lost in childbirth.  
It was tragic.  A young family setting off for a new life, a father with a boy of four, arriving without a wife, 
without a mother.  My heart and prayers go out to them. We had the usual difficulties at Ellis Island - a 
family from Belfast are being sent back because one of their children is registered blind. They will be 
travelling back on our return trip. Their dreams shattered.  The immigration laws are very tough.  Today 
I was able to go ashore and make a few enquiries about accommodation for us when you come.  I don’t 
know how you feel about this, but I thought we might stay here for a few months, get the lay of the land, 
and perhaps think about settling?  I hope that hasn’t shocked you.  I know you have worked very hard to 
set up our wee home in Cedar Avenue.  Anyway, plenty of time.  Docie, I know I suggested that you come 
in July, but I will be back in Liverpool in August and had thought that I would spend some time at home.  
We have never really had much time to spend together.  I will write again before we leave here.  We will be 
heading up to New England, then back to New York before heading home again.  I hope you are keeping 
well.  It was heart-warming to receive your letter when I arrived here, and for the first time in my life I felt 
homesick!  I love you Docie, take care.
  Love, your Jim

 10th July 1909
Yes, yes, yes.  I had a letter from Jim today.  I have rarely known such excitement.  When he talks 
about his voyage and his passengers - well it is like a story book.  I am a bit disappointed that I am 
not heading off on my adventure now until maybe November, but it will be wonderful to have Jim 
here for a month sometime in August - not long now.  I haven’t told Jim that I have been working, 
I don’t think he would be pleased.  The Marriage Bar prohibits married women from employment, 
especially in the Civil Service, but I met my manager from the Irish Linen Company when I was at the 
auction in Belfast (yes another auction. more of that later) and he told me he had a short vacancy for 
a finisher, owing to a big order they had got from the United States.  I will be able to save a bit for my 
journey and can help out mother and father.  Father is not well and has not been working these past 
months.  Yes the auction.  I just love going and having a good browse around the showroom.  This 
time I got a beautiful bevelled mirror and sideboard.  It’s was a bit big when I got it home.  It is a dark 
wood, maybe mahogany, ornately carved, and nearly matches the table and chairs.  I took two of the 
chairs out and put one in the hall and one in the bedroom.  That gave a bit more room.   I love being 
in the house, going from room to room, make little changes - I have always been one for rearranging 
the furniture.  It used to infuriate my father who sometimes thought he had come into the wrong 
house.  Of course Jim’s suggestion that we might settle in New York!  That would change everything.  
It frightens and excites me at the same time.  I will try not to worry about it, it may never happen.
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 August 22nd 1909
Dear Docie, I will be home on Saturday 31st August.  The boat should dock around 8.00am.  Can you 
meet me there?  Counting the days.
  Love, your Jim

 6th September 1909
Jim’s home.  I was just as excited as the first time I met him off the ship.  We walked arm in arm, 
talking and laughing, through the town, and got the tram up home. Jim’s trunk is still in Liverpool 
and he only brought a small bag home.  He had a present for me from New York!  It was a hat - in a 
box!  It’s beautiful.  Dark green felt - it’s much smaller than any hat I have seen before.  It hugs my 
head - no brim - but two feathers on the side that sit up at a jaunty angle.  He says I will be leading 
the fashion when I get to New York.  I  might not dare wear it in Belfast, but I can’t wait to show it 
to Charlotte.  I had better get sewing soon and make a coat to go with it.  I have some nice linen 
material, but Jim says it could be snowing, so I will need warm clothes!  I am sure I could get a bolt 
of wool somewhere.  Now I come to think of it, my sister Sarah knows a girl whose uncle was the 
manager at the Dripsey Woollen Mill in Cork.  If my memory serves me right, I think she gave her a 
length of wool.  I wonder?  Enough about that, Jim’s home.  I gave him a tour of the house, showing 
him all my latest purchases and the bits and pieces of decorating and sewing I had been doing.  We 
have a small garden at the front and a yard at the back.  We spent the first few days just talking and 
planning, enjoying the novelty and the luxury of being together.  Then came the round of the family, 
the visiting and the visitors.  All too soon his leave was up, and it was another trip to the docks to 
wave goodbye.  The next time I see him will be in New York.  He is sailing at the beginning of October, 
Liverpool to New York.  Then he will take the ship up the coast to New England, returning to New 
York at the end of November.  I am to travel on the SS Lapland, which was built in Belfast and run by 
the Red Star Line. She only did her maiden voyage in April this year, so she is a really new ship.  I am 
sailing second class and am sharing a cabin with a Miss McConnell, who is going to New York to be 
married.  When I think of the life I lived in Mount Collier Street with my family and see myself now - 
hat with feathers - strolling the promenade deck of a ship on my way to New York - well I can hardly 
believe it.  I thank God every night as I pray for Jim ahead of me and family behind.  Two days out I was 
very sick, but I have been alright since.  The journey has been amazing, but even more amazing now 
my arrival.  I am leaning on the rail, scarf wrapped around my hat tied tightly under my chin, woollen 
coat buttoned up to the neck and there she is, her right arm straight up bearing a torch, the Statue 
of Liberty - I have arrived and Jim will be waiting.

To be continued

From Fiction to Fact - Peri’s Story
 Do you remember in June reading Peri’s story?  It was the story of Peri Mundell’s hunt for her mother’s 
grave.  Just to remind you briefly.  Peri’s mum, Margaret Gwyther (née Duffield), died in childbirth on 4th 
February 1936.  Peri was only two. It was her brother Nigel’s eighth birthday.  Their father subsequently 
moved the family to Colchester, and Peri had no knowledge of where her mother was buried. “The 
only memories of my mother I had were in the letters of condolence I found in my father’s big chest.  
From this I gathered what a wonderful woman she was, very kind and an accomplished pianist, the 
music she played was also in that chest.”  In 1998 after the death of her husband Arthur, Peri began 
the search for her mothers grave, visiting Northern Ireland with a friend, they searched to no avail.   It 
was through the good auspices of Revd Nicholas Dark, Magheragall Parish, and then Maurice and Harry 
in Carnmoney, that this year Margaret’s grave was at last discovered, buried with her grandfather Lt. 
Col. James Edward Duffield.  I then set about helping Peri to have a stone of commemoration made 
and placed.  I am delighted to tell you that this was dedicated on 15th September in a short service 
of commemoration with myself and Nicholas.  Peri who is now in her 85th year was sadly unable to be 
there in the flesh but was definitely there in spirit and she now sends her love and gratitude to every 
one of you, as members of the church that have been looking after this unmarked grave for all these 
years.  Our love and best wishes go to Peri and the members of her family. 
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Daily Bible Readings for 2021
 Many things have changed during these last strange months. I hope your Bible Reading Notes 
have been a help in these worrying times. With the present rules, I won’t be able to have a display 
of Bible Reading Notes at the back of the church as I did last year. So I am giving you details of the 
ones available and with current prices as far as I can check them.

 If I have further information I’ll let you know in the November Review. If anyone has found 
other notes they’d like me to order, then please let me have the details. Also get in touch if you 
want me to change your order.

1. WORD FOR TODAY Free but a donation is welcomed. You can order this online at 
ucb.co.uk or phone 01782 911 000 - there is a friendly human to answer the phone.

Daily readings based on scripture, articles and things to pray about. Designed to help getting 
into the habit of spending time with God every day.

2. NEW DAYLIGHT Jan.-April; May-August; Sept-Dec.  Annual  £14.20

(Online this is £17.85. I checked this with BRF and was quoted £14.20. So I have saved the 
email  for future reference!)

Ideal for anyone wanting an accessible yet stimulating aid to spending time with God each 
day, deepening their faith and knowledge of the scripture.

3. GUIDELINES Jan-April; May-August; Sept-Dec.   Annual  £14.20 (As above)

Instead of usual dated readings, Guidelines provides weekly units, broken into six sections, 
plus an introduction giving context for the passage, and a final section of points for thought 
and prayer. On any day you can read as many or as few as you wish.

4. UPPER ROOM Jan.-April; May-Aug. Sept.-Dec. Annual £14.20 (As for New Daylight)

Each daily meditation includes a Bible reading, reflection and prayer. Questions for small 
group study are also included for each week.

5. WORDS OF LIFE Jan.-April; May-August; Sept-Dec.  £15.95 (No change in price)
“The Bible day by day. Themed selections from the Bible with comments for thought and 
prayer.”

6. EVERY DAY WITH JESUS Annual £16.95. Large print £16.95
Each day includes a Bible reading reflection, prayer and reading for further study. Each issue 
covers a different topic or Bible book in depth.

7. DAILY BREAD  By post (quoted online £19. Back page of current booklet gives 
£16 by Direct Debit. So read all of page for choices)

“Gives help when reading the Bible. Sometimes the poetry and prose, history and revelation, 
or parables and proverbs need some explanation. Daily Bread provides real inspiration each 
time you read it.”

Georgie Siberry - Tel: 9083 7015
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