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Reflections from the Glebe House
“I was just thinking...

...It’s nice that things are slowly opening up
again and we have a little more freedom now”

 Even though masks and social distancing are still in place, we seem 
to be able to do much more now, both in society and also in our church 
life than a few months ago. It’s particularly encouraging that, for the 
first time in over 18 months, there is now a “Parish Diary” section again 
in this magazine as a number of our church groups look to resume 
again in September. At our Easter Vestry meeting in April, I said that 
we needed a time of recovery through the summer to process all that we have been through since 
Covid struck in March 2020; hopefully these quieter months have enabled you to do that. Now, as 
a new church year begins, can I tentatively suggest that we should begin moving into the second 
of my three Rs: reshaping our church’s life as we live through these uncertain times. This will 
involve meeting together again where we can, witnessing to Christ’s love and seeking to serve our 
community, even in the midst of all the uncertainty that we are living through. 
 One of the most popular and most loved verses in the bible is Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know the 
plans I have for you” says the Lord. “Plans for good and not for evil, plans to give you a future and a 
hope.” Many of us have drawn great comfort and strength from those words at different times 
in our lives. However, it’s interesting to consider the wider context of this verse. It comes from 
the text of a letter sent from Jeremiah to the exiles in Babylon. Having been hit by a devastating 
crisis and carted off into slavery, they were hoping that God would rescue them soon and return 
them to Jerusalem so that they could resume their old lives again. However Jeremiah, having 
heard God’s word, writes telling them to temper their expectations, saying that it will be 70 
years before they return. Instead, he tells them to get stuck into life where they are, building 
houses, marrying, having children and settling down in Babylon, getting involved in its life. 
They are told to “seek the peace and prosperity of the city and pray to the Lord for it, because if it 
prospers you will too.” (Jeremiah 29:7). 
 I wonder if this passage can speak to us today in our present situation? We all long for Covid to 
be eradicated swiftly and life and church to get back to normal; however, the reality is that there 
may not be any swift or easy fixes in the near future. Our world and our church may never be the 
same again in the light of what has happened. Instead there will be a “new normal” which we need 
to create as we seek to rebuild, reshape and renew the life of our church. Our task is to settle down 
and accept where we are, reshaping our church’s life in the light of where we are at the moment 
with all the restrictions and limitations, whilst at the same time serving our local community, 
seeking its prosperity as we witness to Christ’s love for everyone in it. As we do that, we will be 
working in partnership with God, the one who has good plans for us to give us a future and a hope. 

     God has been faithful to us so far throughout 
the trials and tribulations of Covid, he has 
great plans for his church at Carnmoney and 
calls each one of us to play our part in not only 
helping our church to survive, but also to grow 
and flourish and have an ever greater impact in 
our community in the days ahead. As we settle 
down to serve him where we are, listen to his 
voice, and play our small part in his work, we can 
be confident that our future will be filled with 
hope as he promises.
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Diary for September
Wednesday 1st September 3.00pm  Memorial Room - Planning Meeting for Community 

Friendship club
Thursday 2nd September 7.30pm Church - Volunteer Stewards Training Session
Saturday 4th September 12 noon Faith Factory Outing to Carnfunnock Country Park
Sunday 5th September  14th Sunday After Trinity
  9.15am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion
Saturday 11th September 10am - 4pm The Great Glengormley Get Together (Lillian Bland Park)
Sunday 12th September  15th Sunday After Trinity
  9.15am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am  Morning Prayer
Thursday 16th September 7.30pm Choir Vestry - Intercessors’ Meeting
  8.00pm Healing Service
Sunday 19th September  16th Sunday After Trinity
  9.15am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Family Service
  7.00pm Glebe House - Teenagers’ Confirmation Group
Thursday 23rd September 10.30am Church Hall - Knitting B
  7.00pm Church Hall - Understanding Mental Illnesses (Aware N.I.)
Saturday 25th September 4.00pm Church Hall - J.O.Y. Social
Sunday 26th September  17th Sunday After Trinity
  9.15am Holy Communion
  11.00am Service of the Word and Faith Factory
  7.00pm Glebe House - Teenagers’ Confirmation Group
Tuesday 28th September 7.30pm Mothers’ Union
Sunday 3rd October  18th Sunday After Trinity
  9.15am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion and Faith Factory
  7.00pm Glebe House - Teenagers’ Confirmation Group

Readings  &  Readers
Date Readings ............................Reader
5th September (14th Sunday after Trinity) James 2:1-10, 14-17 ........... Sharon Ferguson
Welcome: Finn and Rosanna McClean Mark 7:24-37 ........................ Carol Harvey
12th September (15th Sunday after Trinity) James 3:1-12 ....................... Shirley Earley
Welcome: Ethan Patterson Mark 8:27-38 ........................ Eileen Roulston
19th September (16th Sunday after Trinity) Psalm 1 ................................. Ana Olarte Roulston
Welcome: Adam Thompson John 15:1-9 .......................... Linda McCullagh
26th September (17th Sunday after Trinity) James 5:13-20 ..................... David Rutherford
Welcome:  Mark 4:26-33 ........................ John Fenton
3rd October (18th Sunday after Trinity) Job 1:1, 2:1-10 ..................... Lynne Heber
Welcome: Samantha Campbell Mark 10:2-16 ........................ Elaine Steenson

Rota for Volunteer Stewards in Church 
11.00am Service Front Door Back of Church Front of Church
5th September ..........................Warden .........................Warden .............................. Ben White
12th September ........................Warden .........................Warden .............................. Audrey McMorran
19th September ........................Warden .........................Warden .............................. Rene Norwood
26th September ........................Warden .........................Warden .............................. Marie McKeen
3rd October ...............................Warden .........................Warden .............................. Heather Seeds
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Recycling for Restoration Fund
 We have raised £132 from scrap metal and £86 from clothes over the summer. We are 
collecting copper, brass (including taps), aluminium, copper wire and all types of cables. 
Please leave at our house after ringing 028 9084 4093 before delivering. We are no 
longer recycling any steel or steel and aluminium cans. Please leave clothes (excluding 
duvets, pillows and cushions) at the church hall when open.   Maurice and Doreen

F.W.O. & Restoration 
Fund Counters

5th September ............................... Joyce Lardie
12th September .................... Lorrinda Hamilton
19th September ................... Maureen Robinson
26th September .................................. Pat White

 Would all counters please note that the Mallusk branch of Danske Bank will close from 22nd October 
2021. Abbeycentre is the nearest branch to use when lodging church funds (I know some of you already use 
it). From 1st October the only nightsafe available will be in Abbeycentre, which can only be used during the 
opening hours of the Abbeycentre itself: 9am-9pm Mon-Fri, 9am-6pm Sat and 1pm-6pm Sun. A new key 
will be provided. Otherwise use the dropbox in the branch itself. Any queries please contact Joyce Lardie.

Flower Rota
5th September ............................  Marie McKeen

12th September  ..................................................

19th September  ..................................................

26th September ..............  The Beckinsale family
Flower arranger - Marie McKeen 028 9084 9822

Training for New and Existing Stewards
 All current and new volunteer Stewards are asked to attend a training session in the church on 
Thursday 2nd September at 7.30pm.
 If you would like to volunteer, please contact Joyce Lardie

The Great Glengormley Get Together
Saturday 11th September 10am-4pm

 Once a year, all the different organisations in Glengormley get together in Lillian Bland Park to 
showcase what they do and seek to connect with members of the public.
 For the first time in 2019, the Newtownabbey churches had a marquee at the event, provided 
activities for children and held a number of great conversations with residents of the town. Due to 
the pandemic, this event didn’t happen in 2020. However, it will be happening this year, and again 
having booked a stall, we are hoping to have a church presence.
 We are looking for people willing to help staff the stall, give away leaflets and answer questions 
that may arise about the various churches in Glengormley. We are hoping to cover two different hour 
slots from Carnmoney.
 If you would be willing to help out along with others then please contact Carol.

OLIVIANNA
(And our wonderful young people in Carnmoney Parish)

 Arriving back from another day out, we found there on our door step a beautiful plant hosting 
deep pink flowers, and in the letterbox two unique drawings and a card which we will treasure.
 We had been informed by their gran that the girls would have loved to have their names joined 
together in some way.  As we call all plants after the person who gives them to us as a present, we 
decided to name this one Olivianna.  Can you guess who the girls are?
 We all have experienced, through this time, how our wonderful young people have been helping in 
the online services and behind the scenes.  A big thank you to every one of you and what joy you give us.
 “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them for the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to 
such as these.”  Jesus’ thoughts in Matthew 19:14.  Most certainly our thoughts too.

Frances and George Leathem
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New C.M.S. Link: Olo Diocese in South Sudan
 Following the retirement of Keith and Lynn Scott, we 
decided to end our links with Zambia at our Select Vestry 
meeting in June and begin a new link with Olo Diocese 
in South Sudan. Linda Abwa from the Church Missionary 
Society explains more:

 A partnership with Olo is an opportunity to partner 
with a church whose faith has been built through crisis 
and challenge. The Episcopal Church of South Sudan 
Olo Diocese was created just six years ago and five of 
those have been years of unrest and food shortages in 
the region.
 In 2016, an oil tanker exploded near Olo, and over 
100 men women and children were killed whilst many 
others suffered life changing injuries. The Diocese of 
Olo, led by Bishop Tandema Obed, enabled the most 
badly injured to find medical help. Two years later, Olo 
town was destroyed by warring factions, and everyone, 
including the Bishop and his family, were displaced to 
Maridi town. When it seemed safe to return home a year 
later, they found that all homes 
had been destroyed, except the 
church and the Bishop’s house.
 Over the past two years, 
CMSI has walked with Olo as 
they have focused on the urgent 
needs of those returning home. 
The focus has been on buying 
food, tarpaulins and jerri-cans 
which allowed people to make 
temporary homes. Now, as hope 
gathers for a more peaceful 
future, God’s people have laid 
the foundation for a Cathedral 
for Olo. 
 Carnmoney Parish joins Olo 
Diocese in partnership on the cusp of a new beginning for the church there. Pray for peace and 
development that will last, and see how God will encourage your faith through getting to know, and 
walking with, the church in Olo as this new partnership begins.

 Linda will be coming to preach at both of our services on Sunday 26th September when we will formally 
be launching our new link.

Bishop Tandema

Dedication of the new cathedral that is being built

Anxious Neighbour?
 If you have elderly neighbours who are on their own, it is worth bearing in mind that many of 
them will have been hit by pandemic anxiety. They may feel frightened to leave their homes.
 Such is the finding of a recent study by the University of Cambridge and Imperial College 
London into the effects of the pandemic on the elderly.
 So, any act of neighbourly kindness on your part may be most welcome. Helpful jobs such as 
tidying the garden, doing some shopping, running errands, and simply sitting outside with them 
over a cup of tea might be greatly appreciated.
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Mark 10 verses 13-16
 Some people brought children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples scolded 
the people. When Jesus noticed this, he was angry and said to his disciples, “Let the children come to me, 
and do not stop them, because the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.
 I assure you that whoever does not receive the Kingdom of God like a child will never enter it”. Then he 
took the children in his arms, placed his hands on each of them and blessed them.

FAITH FACTORY - We’re Back
Saturday 4th September 2021
Faith Factory Outing for Kids/Parents (Weather Permitting)
Carnfunnock Country Park. Meet at the Carnfunnock Car Park 
12 noon and finish approx 3.30pm (bring a picnic)
Contact Jayne Gray for further details - Tel: 0751 203 9565

Welcome Back To All
Sunday 26th September 2021, 11.00am (Church Hall)
 For the first week, children should be left into the Church Hall. If your child feels unwell, please do 
NOT bring them to Faith Factory.
 We would love you to be with us on Sunday mornings
 Faith Factory Leaders:- Linda, Jayne, Rosemary and James.

A Training Evening
“Understanding and Recognising Mental Illnesses”

Thursday 23rd September 7-9pm
 The pressures of the pandemic we are living 
through means that many people, confined to their 
homes for long periods, have increasingly struggled 
with their mental health at times. Referrals to 
counsellors and other health professionals are 
increasing at an alarming rate at the moment as 
more and more people seek to keep their heads 
above water. As Christians we seek to offer what 
help we can to our friends and neighbours but 
are often hampered in this aim by our own fear, 
confidence and lack of understanding.
 Aware of the needs around us, we have therefore invited Aware N.I. to come and lead a training 
session for us, looking at how we can recognise some of the signs of bad mental health and also offer 
appropriate  support to those struggling. This is primarily for members of our Pastoral Visiting Team, 
however, anyone else interested in increasing their knowledge and understanding of mental illnesses 
is very welcome to attend as well. The evening is free and will be on Thursday 23rd September and will 
run from 7-9pm in the Church Hall. In order to help us plan for it and know what numbers to expect, 
please do let Andy know if you would like to attend.

Knitting B
 Clickety click! Well ladies, we are going to meet up at long last.
 If you are feeling comfortable, we will meet in the main hall on Thursday 
23rd September at 10.30am. If you can let me know how many of you will 
come and if you would like to be picked up.
 We will of course be observing all the correct procedures. We still all 
need to be careful.
 I look forward to seeing you all very soon.  Curate Carol
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We Are All One
 Visiting graveyards during a global 
pandemic was not how I envisaged 
spending my time since March 2020. Like 
many other people, I have found the last 
18+ months to be challenging. 
 During the first lockdown, I was 
unexpectedly made redundant after 
working with a charity for 17 years. 
 I live on my own, and there were days 
when the walls felt as though they were 
closing in. I went for daily walks at the Valley 
Park which is opposite where I live. When it 
became obvious that others had the same 
idea, I had to look for an alternative.
 I am lucky to also live beside several graveyards, and that is where I went. It was much quieter and 
the dead never harm you!
 I spent hours walking round the old graveyards on a regular basis and reading the inscriptions. I 
was always interested in how there were always new things to ‘discover’ and different paths to take. 
I started investigating some of the names I read, and I learnt about people’s heroic deeds; tragic 
events including murder and the loss of so many children. It made me stop and think about how deep 
some people’s faith really was and how much they trusted in God.
 Over the months when I visited, I remember reflecting on what the dead might tell us today. The 
phrase “This too shall pass” kept coming up as well as the word “Trust”.
 I found myself beginning to feel calmer and reassured, and my resilience started to return. I 
reflected on how we really are all connected... the living and the dead; those of different faiths and 
those of none, the old and the young. There is an invisible thread woven round us all, and we are never 
alone as God is always near.  Helen Torr

Emergency Toiletry Packs Provided for Antrim 
Hospital by Carnmoney Parish Church

 Very many thanks to everyone who 
contributed to the items required for 
the Emergency Toiletry Packs for A&E 
Departments.  These toiletry packs are 
given to A&E patients, especially those who 
don’t have families to support them, or to 
those in special need.
 As usual, our MU members and 
parishioners have been more than generous 
with their contributions. The response was 
amazing!  Thank you also to the members 
who met recently to make up more than 
fifty packs.  There are still many more items 
left over, so they will be used to make another batch later in the year.
 Three boxes containing the packs were quarantined (as required by the hospital) for some days 
before being delivered to the A & E Department at Antrim Area Hospital in July. They were most 
gratefully received by Ward Sister Zoe Day (Observation Unit).  She was delighted to accept them, as 
they had not been permitted to accept any over the past year due to Covid.  That made ours the first 
delivery they were able to accept again. Sincere thanks to everyone for your contributions for these 
much needed packs.



All in the Month of September
It was...
 ...125 years ago, on 24th Sept. 1896 that F. Scott Fitzgerald, American 
novelist and short story writer, was born. Regarded as one of the greatest 
American writers of the 20th century.  Best known for his novel The Great 
Gatsby.
 ...100 years ago, on 8th Sept 1921 that Sir Harry Secombe was born. This Welsh comedian, actor, 
writer, singer and TV presenter was one of the stars of the 1950s radio series The Goon Show.
 ...80 years ago, on 1st Sept 1941 that Nazi Germany ordered all Jews in Germany and its occupied 
territories to wear a yellow Star of David badge.
 ...65 years ago, on 16th Sept 1956 that Play-Doh went on sale in the USA. It was originally sold as a 
wallpaper cleaning compound, but was then relaunched as a modelling compound when the inventor’s 
nephew discovered that nursery school children were using it to make Christmas ornaments.
 ...25 years ago, on 27th Sept 1996, that the Taliban seized control of Kabul, Afghanistan, ousting 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani, and executing former President Mohammad Najibullah
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Old Church - New Painting
 As we hopefully start reusing the Church Hall 
more from September, you will see a new painting 
on the wall of the entrance hallway.  It is a very fine 
depiction of the old church which stood near the 
bottom of what is now the churchyard and was 
painted and generously presented to the church 
by parishioner John Finlay, a very experienced and 
much exhibited local artist. John’s painting shows 
the old church which was demolished in 1856 when 
our present one was built. This will be an excellent 
addition to the paintings already in the hallway of 
the old school house and the old Glebe. There are 
few pictorial records, if any, of these former church 
buildings, so we are indebted to John for this latest addition to our gallery.
 Little is left of the old church, except perhaps the surroundings of St Brigid’s Well. However, we do 
have a description of it, which I hope will interest you, from the Ordinance Survey Memoirs of Ireland 
- Parishes of County Antrim 1838-9 Carnmoney.
 The parish church is situated in the townland of Carnmoney and near the south western side of the 
parish.  It is a plain old structure of an oblong square form, measuring externally 64 by 26 feet, built of 
stone and roughcast.  A little square tower containing a belfry and 40 feet high stands on its western 
gable.  It receives light from 3 pointed windows in its southern side and one in its eastern gable.  It is 
comfortably fitted up with pews and contains accommodation for 161 persons.
 This church is a portion of the ancient church of Coole, the foundations of the remainder of which 
are at the western end and extend for 25 feet longer than the present building.  Of its date of erection or 
history nothing whatever can be locally ascertained.  In 1824 it underwent considerable alteration and in 
1835 was newly roofed and repaired at an expense of 160 pounds, of which 110 pounds was contributed 
by the parish and 50 pounds by the Reverend Mr. Smythe, the vicar.  In 1838, 100 pounds was given by the 
ecclesiastical commissioners towards flooring the church and repairing the pews, when it was discovered 
that some of the original ones were constructed of yew and a human jaw bone of enormous size was 
found beneath the floor.
 The burial ground includes an irregular space of 217 by 230 feet.  It was considerably enlarged in 1820 
and was enclosed by a stone and lime wall in 1838.  It has been tastefully planted at the expense of the 
vicar.  The new portion of the burial ground is laid out in lots of 8 by 7 and a half feet each, which are let for 
10 shillings.  Trevor Gibb
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Body Parts
Some bits are visible, while some are plain unseen,
some heroic, others less, if you know what I mean.

Whether liver, heels, legs or heart,
we all play a vital part.

Fingerprints or backs of hand,
all necessary in God’s great plan.

All valued, from the smile to the spleen.
All part of God’s body, God’s building, God’s team.
Some give, some help, some teach, some listen,

some mend, some fix, some bake, some christen.
Some encourage, some lift up, some trust, some pray,

some are loud, some quiet, some sing, some say.
We need the strong and the fast, the gentle and small,

each one called to be part of us all.
All valued, all gifted, whether seen or unseen.

All part of God’s body, God’s building, God’s team.

Written by Dave Hopwood

20th Anniversary of 9/11 - Looking Back on the Horror
 The TV pictures looked like some macabre video game, with toy aircraft crashing into matchbox 
towers. Then incredulity turned into utter dismay. This was real: the most powerful nation in the world 
had been invaded by 19 airborne Islamic terrorists, with devastating effect. Nearly 3,000 people died.  
 The US government announced a war on terror. Futile invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan followed, 
with more loss of life.
 9/11 was 20 years ago this month. Five years later, coordinated suicide attacks on London’s 
transport system were carried out, also by Islamists. 52 people of 18 different nationalities were killed 
and more than 700 were injured. In 2017, 23 people died and 1,017 were injured in the Manchester 
Arena bombing. There have been other terrorist murders; at least three plots have been foiled during 
the coronavirus pandemic.
 Today, the MI5 estimate of the threat of a terrorist attack in the UK hovers between substantial 
and severe.
 The world isn’t as secure as we had once hoped. In addition to the menace of unconstrained 
violence, our planet is silently protesting against centuries of abuse, and we’re only just waking up 
to our accountability as stewards. At the same time, 
we must come to terms with the knowledge that 
Covid-19 and its variations are permanent additions 
to the list of deadly diseases to be held at bay by 
immunisation. There will be more to come.
 Our forebears, who lived in even riskier times, 
drew strength from Psalm 91:
 You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who 
abide in the shadow of the Almighty, will say to the 
Lord, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I 
trust.”
 For He will deliver you from the snare of the fowler 
and from the deadly pestilence …
 The Psalm is no panacea, or divine guarantee 
of earthly immunity, but the assurance that God 
holds the whole world in His hands and His ultimate 
purposes will not be thwarted.




