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Dear Parishioners,
 This is a hard letter for me to write. September, a time for new 
beginnings, it should be filled with hopeful enthusiasm, but a tragic 
family accident of late July demands to be told. Now I am not clinging 
on to the event with a leaden spirit, but it does seem, in this my first 
communication with you since June, to be like the elephant in the room!  
And so I feel not to mention it would be somehow dishonest.
 You will see on page 8 of the magazine, an obituary for Christopher 
Bailey; he was my nephew. He had lived with me for nine years, since returning from America.  
Christopher suffered a massive heart attack in our home after choking on a piece of steak; we were 
sharing a meal for his 46th birthday.  Many of you know already, and I would take this opportunity 
to thank you for your prayers and your support at this heartbreaking time. It has been a dark time 
for the family, but we have never felt alone in our darkness, for God has spoken to us through every 
good wish, every sorrow shared, every verse jumping out from your cards - lights in the darkness 
every one!  God has spoken to me in such unexpected ways,  the poem I found on my dressing 
table, lying in juxtaposition to some photographs of Christopher when he was just a boy - I cannot 
understand  (you will find this printed on page 10).  The amazing coincidence of a doctor’s best 
friend, lost to him through such an incident, and the parishioner’s daughter who attends the same 
friend - distressingly incapacitated.  The way that God reminded me just how many of you have 
suffered painful losses since I came to the Parish eleven years ago.
 One of the cards I received said, “praying for you and your family in this time of adjustment”.  
And it is just that, a time of adjustment. There will be change and change that is associated with 
loss is never easy.  I am reminded of Hebrews 13:7-8  “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and 
forever”.  Here is something that will never change, a certainty in an uncertain world.  
 Change which is associated with gain can be greeted with joy.  Mercia is embracing change when 
she and Colm marry on 29th September, and this is such a joyful occasion, not only for them, but for 
the whole parish as we celebrate with them.  This joy has blossomed out of tragedy, Mercia studying 
C.S. Lewis on a sabbatical after a devastatingly tragic event and Colm interviewing her as a result of 
her subsequent work on Lewis.
 And so as we move into another season in our Church year, let us hold onto God’s promises, 
look to the future with joy, embrace the changes in our life believing  “We know that all things work 
together for good for those who love God, who are called according to His purpose”. (Romans 8:28)
 May God pour out His richest blessing on you all.

     Love in Christ,

4

Carol
Vicar’s Wedding and Honeymoon

 As notified in the summer magazine, the wedding of the Vicar and Mr Colm 
Flanagan will take place at 1.30pm in Carnmoney Parish Church on Friday 29th 
September. Although we will be reserving pews for invited guests, we hope all will 

feel welcome to come to witness 
the wedding, bearing in mind there is limited space 
inside the church. There will also, courtesy of the 
Select Vestry, be light refreshments provided 
in the church hall following the ceremony for 
those not attending the formal reception at 
Belfast Castle. Colm and I will also provide some 
champagne and non alcoholic fizz for those 
enjoying the refreshments in the church hall. We 
will be away on honeymoon from 30th September 
to 9th October inclusive, and the curate or church 
wardens should be contacted in the event of 
pastoral emergencies during that period.
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Parish Register
Holy Matrimony

‘ Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder ‘
 26th August Adam Young and Laura King, Foxton Avenue

Christian Burial
‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ‘ says the Lord

 6th July  Elizabeth R. Gilliland, Dunanney Nursing Home. Taken by the clergy at 
Browns Houston and Williamson Funeral Home and afterwards to Victoria 
Cemetery, Carrickfergus

 17th July  Robert Wesley Huston, Drummaul House Nursing Home, Randalstown. 
Taken by the clergy at Roselawn Crematorium 

 27th July Christopher J. A. Bailey, Larne Road, Carrickfergus

In Memoriam
Elizabeth R. Gilliland - Elizabeth, loving wife of Clifford, mother of Gary and Richard, died peacefully 
on 3rd July 2017 in Dunanney Nursing Home. A service of thanksgiving for her life was held at Browns 
Houston and Williamson Funeral Home and afterwards to Victoria Cemetery, Carrickfergus.    
Elizabeth, born in Belfast, was one of four sisters. On leaving school, she got a job in Belfast where she 
was to meet her husband-to-be, Clifford. The first date was a trip to the cinema - Clifford remembers 
the film “King Rat”, a war film. In spite of this, romance blossomed, and Clifford and Elizabeth were 
married in 1967 and celebrated 50 golden years together on 21st June this year. The marriage was 
blessed with three sons, Christopher, Gary and Richard. Sadly, Christopher only lived a few days, but 
he remained very much alive in his parents’ memories. Gary and Richard had many happy stories 
about life with their mum. She was always there for them, joining in the fun with family and friends, 
and they both mentioned that she had equipped them well to cope in the world. Working in between 
rearing the two boys, Elizabeth’s final position was in the Pen Shop in Calendar Street, Belfast, a 
prestigious purveyor of good pens and special inks. It was a classy shop and needed a classy lady to 
front it; Elizabeth fitted the brief.
 Life changed when the boys left home, and Clifford and Elizabeth enjoyed many foreign holidays. 
They visited Florida, Cyprus, Germany, France, Spain, Egypt, Israel and Tenerife, where Elizabeth - who 
according to the boys wouldn’t dip a toe in cold Irish waters - enjoyed bathing in the warm seas.  Although 
suffering from dementia for many years, Elizabeth took pleasure in the company of her granddaughter 
Arabella and also in attending the wedding of Richard to Deborah Cooke. Elizabeth had many medical 
problems throughout her life, but she never let them define her, neither did her Alzheimers define 
the tribute and celebration of her life. And the dedication that the family have shown in the care of 
wife and mother in these latter years, points to a strength of love and commitment second to none. 
Elizabeth was a lively, laughing, loving wife, mother 
and grandmother.  She is sorely missed and we 
commend her family to your prayers.

Robert Wesley Huston - Wesley Huston, who 
lived for almost all of his 76 years in the house he 
was born in, 614 Doagh Road, Newtownabbey, 
passed away peacefully at Antrim Area Hospital 
in the early hours of the 12th of July. Wesley was 
a unique character who struggled for many years 
with ill health. He was brought up in a deeply 
Christian home and his parents were long-term 
members of Carnmoney Parish, but Wesley’s own 

continued on p8
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Diary for September
Sunday 3rd September  12th Sunday after Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion 

  6.30pm Evening Prayer

Monday 4th September 7.30pm Indoor Bowling Club resumes in the church hall

Tuesday 5th September 7.45pm Select Vestry

Wednesday 6th September 8.00pm Choir Practice resumes

Thursday 6th September 7.30pm Fellowship Group Meeting in the Memorial Room

Sunday 10th September  13th Sunday after Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am Morning Prayer and resumption of Faith Factory
Tuesday 12th September 7.15pm CoI Men’s Society meet at Clotworthy House, Antrim

Sunday 17th September  14th Sunday after Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Family Service with a special visit by our returning 

Mission Partners, Rory and Denise Wilson

Thursday 21st September 8.00pm Healing Service

Sunday 24th September  15th Sunday after Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Morning Prayer & Faith Factory

Tuesday 26th September 7.30pm Mothers’ Union. Topic - God’s Wardrobe

Friday 29th September 1.30pm Vicar’s Wedding

Sunday 1st October  16th Sunday after Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion & Faith Factory
  6.30pm Evening Prayer

Fellowship Group Meeting
Thursday 7th  September 7.30-9pm in the Memorial Room

Human Sexuality and Christian belief 
 In a change to what was originally planned, and in response to a question from a parishioner, this 
first meeting of the autumn will be a discussion session on a difficult topic, the issue of the church’s 
understanding of human sexuality. This is obviously a very contentious issue which is not easy to 
discuss, but it is one which is certainly current in church and society and something that is not going 
to go away.  The General Synod’s ‘Select Committee on Human Sexuality in the context of Christian 
Belief’ has provided a resource, looking at both the biblical and contemporary material on the issue, 
which can offer a starting point for our exploration and discussions. Please join us if you would like to 
begin to explore this sensitive topic in a respectful atmosphere and with an attempt to understand 
some of the complexities involved. As always, the evening will close with tea and more informal chat.

Visit of our Returning CMSI Mission Partners
 As mentioned in our last month’s magazine, our returning mission partners, Rory and Denise 
Wilson, wish to visit their supporting parishes to share one last time about the work at Kiwoko 
Hospital. They will be at the Family Service on 17th September. Do come along to hear more of their 
inspirational work in Uganda and to share with them over refreshments in the hall afterwards. CMSI will 
in due course be offering us suggestions for further Mission Partners for our parish to support.
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Elevenses
*  Eileen Carlisle, Christine McKee, Valerie 

Magee, Gayle Hanna.
*  Responsible for shopping and 

organising.
Georgie Gibb  Tel: 028 9083 6967

Flower Rota
3rd Sept  .......................................  Marie McKeen
10th Sept  .....................................  Anna Brandon
17th Sept  ............................The McKibbin family 
24th Sept  .............................................................. 

Flower arranger - Anne Campbell 9084 3505

Readings
Date Morning Evening
3rd September Romans 12:9-21 2 Kings 6:24-25, 7:3-20
 Matthew 16:21-28 Acts 18:1-16
10th September Exodus 12:1-14 No Evening Service
 Romans 13:8-14
17th September Family Service No Evening Service
24th September Exodus 16:2-15 No Evening Service
 Matthew 20:1-16
1st October Philippians 2:1-13 Ezekiel 17:15-28
 Matthew 21:23-32 1 John 2:22-29

Readers
Date Morning Evening

3rd September Mrs S. Earley Mr M. Carson
10th September Mrs A. Brandon No Evening Service
17th September Family Service ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
24th September Mr B. Sheppard ’’      ‘‘                   ‘‘
1st October Mr T. Prenter Mr J. Steen

* If you are unable to carry out your reading please contact either of the Churchwardens.

F.W.O. Counters
3rd Sept  ..........................................  Mr J. Fenton
10th Sept  .......................................  Mr T. Prenter
17th Sept  ......................................... Mrs P. White
24th Sept  .....................................  Mrs M. Nelson

Restoration Counters
3rd Sept  .......................................  Mrs E. Carlisle
10th Sept  ......................................... Mr J. Walker
17th Sept  ........................ Mr & Mrs J. Terrington
24th Sept  ...........................  Mr & Mrs H. Douglas
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faith had fluctuated somewhat over the years. Nevertheless, he retained a keen interest in the parish 
church and had his own views on how it could develop. When he reconnected with us some years ago 
after major illness for example, he was fond of suggesting to Bert Sheppard, who visited regularly, 
that we contact the BBC to bring Songs of Praise to the parish.
 Most of his working life was spent on the ticket desk at British Airways, and his strong character 
invariably made an impact on those he met. He was an only child and something of a loner for much of 
his life, but he did make a number of close friends and was well supported by them, and in particular 
by his good friend and colleague Beverley. In the last few years, his declining health required a move 
to Drummaul House Nursing Home in Randalstown, where he was well cared for until his admission to 
hospital shortly before he died. Though not the easiest person to get to know, Wesley was appreciative 
of the care and support of his close friends and of the church to which he returned in these later years. 
We assure all who will remember him with affection, of our continuing prayers at this sad time.

Christopher Bailey - Christopher Bailey, loving nephew of Carol, brother of Samantha, cousin of 
Jayne and Suzanne, died in hospital on 23rd July.  A service of thanksgiving for his life was held in the 
Parish Church on 27th July and afterwards to the family grave in Larne Cemetery. Christopher, born in 
Londonderry, was one of three children.  At the age of four, the family moved to Yorkshire. Educated 
at boarding school from the age of eight, Christopher first attended Cundall Manor (where he was 
a choir boy), then Winchester College. As his father’s work took him all over the world, going home 
for the holidays meant travelling to Switzerland, Canada, Texas and Saudia Arabia, finally settling in 
Cyprus at the age of 19. Here, he spent two years as a chef - making Sunday lunch for tourists!      
 Leaving Cyprus at 21, Chris travelled to Atlanta, Georgia, where he studied journalism and law.  He 
married in America, but sadly that relationship broke down and in 2008 he returned to Ireland to live 
with his Aunty Carol and Grandmother in Larne Road.  For the past eight years, he enjoyed working in 
Sainsbury’s, Carrickfergus. The Company showed their appreciation for Chris through their support 
for the family and attendance at his funeral. Chris was an avid sports fan, playing football (as a youth he 
tried out for Southampton), cricket (captain of the school cricket team), rugby and golf in his day.  He 
enjoyed watching all sport on the television and particularly enjoyed the Grand Prix and Wimbledon.  In 
the last year, he and his cousin had taken up tennis, and his competitive streak led to much hilarity on 
court. Chris had a big personality and was much loved by family and friends.  His tragic and untimely 
loss leaves a vacuum for his family and friends, and we commend them all to your continued prayers.

Faith Factory News 
 Please note that Faith Factory will resume on Sunday 10th September.

Bowling Club 
 The Parish Bowling Club resumes at 7.30pm on Monday 4th September, and a welcome is extended
to everyone for a new season of bowling in the church hall. We welcome all our regular members and
extend an invitation to any new bowlers who wish to join with us on Monday nights.

Safeguarding Trust Training
 As mentioned in last month’s magazine, the annual training evening for children’s leaders will be 
held on Thursday 31st August from 7-8pm. It would be greatly appreciated if all leaders would to their 
best to attend.

Knitting B
 A list has been placed at the back of church for people to sign up to if they are interested 
in coming along to a get together of ladies who “craft”.  Be it knitting, sewing, crochet, 
cross stitch - whatever your craft, come along and share a few hours of work and 
pleasure.  The time and day have yet to be arranged and will be announced in Church 
in the next few weeks.  If you are not a church regular and want to come, ring the 
curate to find out the date and time we are starting. That’s Carol at 07860696800.

continued from p5
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Pray for the Following Families in September
3rd Sept - Reid (Coolehill C), Roberts (Wynnland R), Robinson (Glebe R), Rooney, Roulston (Millchurch 
M), Ruddy, Rutherford. 
10th Sept - Reid (Greenhill G), Roberts (Ferndale R), Robinson (Sandyholme P), Scott (Ardrigh), Seed, 
Seville, Sheppard, Siberry, Skeats.
17th Sept - Reid (Glenwell A), Roulston (Archvale D), Scott (Carolhill R), Smith, Smyth (Doagh R).
24th Sept - Scott (Ashford L), Smyth (Church C), Sommerville, Speers, Spence (Church C), Stanford.

Recycling for Restoration Fund
 This month we raised £35 for scrap metal, £15 for a postcard of old Glengormley, 
and £13 for books. Ensure clean clothing is left in the church hall, and please do not 
put any other items, such as ornaments or books, in clothing bags. Scrap metal can 
be left at 7 Glebecoole Park (please call Maurice or Doreen on 9084 4093 to ensure 
someone is at home before delivering items as bags left are liable to be taken by 
other collectors or draw unwanted attention if we are away at night. Please do not 
put any glass in bags of scrap metal.       Maurice Atkinson

ART for FUN
 Last year this fun class proved popular. It was amazing just how much we 
learnt about technique. From the little tricks to animate your stick men, easy 
to draw cuddly cartoon characters, to the way to make things stand out in your 
picture. All that is necessary is imagination and a sense of humour! Everyone 
is welcome to come along and have a go.  No experience is necessary and 
materials will be provided. A starting date has not been arranged yet, so listen 
out in Church, and if you are not a regular and want to come along please ring 
the Curate to find out the date and time we are starting. That’s Carol at 07860 696800.

Church Lads’ and Church Girls’ Brigade
 The Church Girls’ Brigade will reopen on Thursday 14th September and the 
Church Lads’ Brigade on Friday 15th September. We hope our current members will 
be keen to get back to Brigade. New members are always welcome. Membership at 
present includes children from Primary One right up to teenagers going into Year 11.

Men’s Society
 The Church of Ireland’s Men’s Society has had a change of Secretary over the 
summer months. Trevor Gibb has relinquished the position to Mike Barefield. Mike 
can be contacted on 028 9514 9136 or barefieldmichael362@yahoo.com
 Sincerest thanks are extended to Trevor for his sterling work in the CIMS over 
many years, and also to Mike for taking on the responsibility required of this role.
 Our first meeting of the new 2017/18 season will see us meet at Clotworthy 
House, Antrim, at 7.15pm on 12th September.  For more information please contact Mike.

 We trust you have all had a good summer break and are now looking forward to the forthcoming 
Autumn programme. At the next meeting on Tuesday 26th September, Linda King will present “God’s 
Wardrobe”. This promises to be a very interesting evening, so please make a note in your diary. As 
always, all are very welcome, and we look forward to catching up with all our members, old and new.

Anna Brandon
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I Cannot Understand

I cannot understand 
The why and wherefore of a thousand things,
The crosses and annoyances, the daily stings.

I cannot understand – but I can trust, 
And perfect trusting perfect comfort brings.

I cannot clearly see 
Why life to one brings joy – unlooked for gain

While to another bitter headaches come, and pain
I cannot clearly see;  but I can trust,

Any by and by my Father will explain.

I cannot see the end,
The hidden meaning of each trial sent,

The pattern into which each tangled thread is bent.
I cannot see the end: but I can trust,

And in his changeless love I am content.

I cannot grasp
the whole of life’s great symphony, 

nor find the key to these strange minor cadences perplexing me.
I cannot grasp the whole – but I can trust in

Him whose ways are perfect harmony.

And knowing Thee when trial and sorrow press,
When nerves are weary and the body weak,

I neither try to think,  nor try to pray
But REST in Thee

With love that need not speak.

Carnmoney Parish Choir
 Choir practice resumes on Wednesday 6th September in the Church from 8pm until 9.30pm. 
New members are required for all sections. It is not necessary to be able to read music. (Singing 
fills us with happiness; it increases your lung capacity as well as promoting better posture. It also 
releases stored muscle tension and decreases the level 
of stress hormone cortisol in the blood. Singing produces 
endorphins, which makes us feel good. It boosts the 
endocrine system, its good for the heart -  and there’s 
evidence that choral singing can even make you live 
longer). Everything within the brackets appeared in an 
article in a well-known magazine recently. All that is 
required, is regular attendance at Morning Prayer and 
choir practices. So come along, enjoy the fellowship, and 
help enrich the worship in Carnmoney.  Maurice Carson
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