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Reflections from the Glebe House
“I was just thinking...

...Christmas is coming up fast!”
 The decorations are in the shops, many Christmas trees are already 
up even though it’s still November, and the Christmas shopping has 
started. But wait! There’s still over a month to go until Christmas Day, 
and for Christians, God’s gift to us is the rich season of Advent (which 
begins on 27th November): a time for us to prepare for the coming of 
Christ, yes certainly at Christmas, but also in two other very important 
ways as well.
 Firstly, Christ also comes to us daily in the face of friend and stranger. Jesus said as much in the 
parable of the Sheep and the Goats in Matthew 25: “Whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers of mine you did for me.” (Matthew 25:40). Christ comes to us through all the people we 
encounter if we are only quiet and observant enough to recognise him. One phrase that has stayed 
with me for years were the words uttered by a fellow curate in Liverpool right back in the year 
2000 when she described her daily challenge as “Seeing the face of Christ in everybody I meet”. 
Sometimes that can be a real challenge! In many people, for various reasons, the face of Christ can 
be hidden or marred, but it is certainly there, and in this parable Jesus even said he was especially 
present in the poor, the weak, the downtrodden etc. Can we make it our challenge this Advent to 
look for the coming of Christ in those who cross our paths and try to hear what he is wanting to say 
to us through them? We may be surprised!
 However, there is another very important coming, maybe one that we don’t think about very 
often, but one which will certainly happen, and that is the Second Coming when Christ will come in 
power and glory to wrap up history. On Advent Sunday, Carol will be preaching on one of the issues 
chosen by you: “Are We in the End Times?” and certainly much of the current evidence suggests 
as such. However, the question we all need to ask ourselves is: “Will we be ready on that day?”  “Are 
we living our lives in such a way that we will be able to look Christ in the eye unashamedly when 
eventually we will stand before him?”
  One of the best descriptions I have ever read of the second coming is in C.S. Lewis’ Narnia book: 
“The Last Battle”. As Aslan comes to wrap up history, everyone finds themselves being irresistibly 
drawn towards him and forced to look into the face of the Great Lion. Some people are unable 
to look at him through shame, hatred or fear and have to go to his left and into a black shadow, 
whereas others “looked at him and loved him although some of them were very frightened at the 
same time” and are welcomed through the door on Aslan’s right and into the new world which they 
are invited by him to explore.
 So are you ready to face Christ when he comes again? Will you know him and will he know you?  
Of course for the Christian there is no fear because Jesus has opened that door for us through 
his death on the cross, and if we have responded to him and lived our lives with him in this life, we 
already know him and can look him unashamedly in the eye and know that we will be welcomed 
home. Responding to that free offer of life with him is undoubtedly the most important decision 
that we will make in this life as our eternal destiny depends on it.
 So are you ready? That is the big question of Advent. Ready to celebrate his birth on Christmas 
Day (please do join us in church for that!).  Ready to recognise his daily coming in the face of friend 
and stranger, and most importantly, ready to face him when he eventually comes again, not this 
time as a tiny helpless baby, but instead in great power and glory? So amidst all the rush leading up 
to Christmas, please do make time during this Advent season to be still and examine your life. Let’s 
not waste Advent and let it pass us by. Rather let’s use it as God’s invitation and gift to us to make 
sure our priorities are right and that we are living the way God wants us to live: in fellowship with 
him, ready for his Second Coming.
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Parish Register
Holy Baptism

‘ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit ’
 6th November Cali Susan Tsang

Christian Burial
‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ‘ says the Lord

 25th November Roberta Gibson, 14 Bramble Grange  (obituary to follow)

In Memoriam
 Audrey Totten: Audrey, wife to Jack and mother to Alison, David and Beverley, died peacefully in 
Antrim Hospital after a long illness on Saturday 29th October; a thanksgiving service for her life was 
held at Wilton’s Funeral Home on Monday 7th November.
 Audrey was born in Belfast, the youngest of three children, and due to the war spent much of 
her childhood as an evacuee in the countryside. She met her future husband Jack when they were 
both working in Britain’s - a radio repair business where Audrey used to clock Jack in when he was 
late. They were married in 1958, moving to Carnmoney and the house in Greenhill Gardens which 
has remained the family home ever since. Audrey was always very musical, playing the piano and 
organ, and entertaining her family with her singing. Her other hobbies and skills included cooking, 
baking and knitting. She and Jack also loved to travel, globe trotting all over the world, and when that 
became more difficult with age, they enjoyed many bus trips around England and Scotland. They 
also owned a static caravan in Newcastle for over forty years which was a great base for them and 
all the family. Some years ago, Audrey and Jack had to cope with the tragic loss of their daughter 
Beverley, who had emigrated to Canada, an event which Audrey never really got over, but one which 
made her determined to live her life fully to the best of her ability. She and Jack were devoted to each 
other, enjoying sixty-four years of marriage and receiving their card from the queen on their diamond 
wedding which was proudly displayed in their hallway. Their home was always open to everyone, and 
Audrey loved visitors and catching up on the latest gossip. She bravely battled cancer for the last 
ten months of her life, maintaining her positive attitude and humour throughout. She will be sorely 
missed by all her family, and our prayers are with Jack and all the family at this time.

Church Envelopes and
Standing Orders 2023

 The church is trying to save some money as the cost of buying church 
envelopes has increased steeply, along with the bank charging more for 
lodging cash each week - the current yearly cost is £1,000.
 There has been a great response from parishioners who have already 
set up standing orders for their contributions, and the church encourages 
everyone to set up a standing order if they are able to do so.
 I have standing order forms available which can be completed at home and taken to your bank or 
returned to me.
 Thank you for your continuing support of Carnmoney Parish Church.
 Roy Williams - Tel: 028 9084 1752   Email: roywilliams100@hotmail.com

PS. from Andy - It’s great that so many of you have signed up for standing orders as it is saving the church 
a great deal of money. Please do consider doing this if you haven’t already as it will save your envelopes 
mounting up at home if you can’t make it to church, as well as cutting down on our administration.
	 We	are	looking	for	some	extra	help	in	ordering,	distributing	and	recording	freewill	offering	envelopes	
and information. If you would be willing to help out with this, please contact me.  Rev. Andy



Thursday 1st December 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  12.15pm Church - Midday Prayer Service
Saturday 3rd December 9.00am Church Hall - Men’s Breakfast
  10am Zoom - Healing Hubs Training
Sunday 4th December  2nd Sunday of Advent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Parish Communion and Faith Factory
  7.30pm S.A.N.D.S. Christmas Service
Tuesday 6th December 10.30am Memorial Room - Coffee Morning
  1.00pm Bellevue Arms - Mother’s Union Christmas Meal
  7.30pm Memorial Room - Select Vestry
Wednesday 7th December 7.30pm Memorial Room - Advent Course Session 2
   (Do all religions lead to God? How do I know mine is right?)
Thursday 8th December 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm  Church - Intercessors Meet
  8.00pm Church - Healing Service
Sunday 11th December  3rd Sunday of Advent (Toy Service)
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am Morning Prayer and Faith Factory
  6.30pm First Carol Service
Wednesday 14th December 1.00pm Church Hall - Community Friendship Christmas Party
  7.30pm Memorial Room - Advent Course Session 3
   (Can you repent and be saved on your deathbed?)
Thursday 15th December 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  2.00pm Glenabbey Nursing Home Christmas Service
Sunday 18th December  4th Sunday of Advent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Nativity Service led by the Faith Factory
  6.30pm Second Carol Service
Monday 19th December 2.00pm Dunnaney Nursing Home Christmas Service
  3.00pm Glebe Nursing Home Christmas Service
Wednesday 21st December 2.00pm Memorial Room - Christmas Communion Service
   with refreshments
Saturday 24th December  Christmas Eve
  4.00pm Children’s Crib Service
  11.30pm Holy Communion
Sunday 25th December  Christmas Day
  10.00am  Family Service with Toys
Sunday 1st January  1st Sunday of Christmas
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Parish Communion
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Diary for December

Recycling for Restoration Fund
 This month we raised £160 from scrap metal. A big thank you to all who filled the 
brown bins and I would  encourage you all to continue putting aluminium cans into the 
bins. Again a big thank you.  George Baird - 07783 764793



Readings  &  Readers
Date Readings ............................Reader
4th December (2nd Sunday of Advent) .......................... Acts 10:9-23 ................................... Joyce Lardie
“Why so many religions and which is right?” John 14:1-6 John Fenton

11th December (3rd Sunday of Advent) ........................ Romans 10:8-15 .......................... Roger Cairncross
“Deathbed Conversions: Is that fair?” Luke 23:32-43 David Gibson

18th December (4th Sunday of Advent) ........................ Micah 2:2-5a ................................... Faith Factory
“Faith Factory Nativity Play” Matthew 1:18-25 Faith Factory

24th December (Christmas Eve) ........................................ 2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-11, 16 ......... Shirley Earley
Luke 1:67-79 Robert Campbell

25th December (Christmas Day) ........................................ Luke 2:1-14 ..................................... Rosemary Williams

1st January (1st Sunday of Christmas) .......................... Numbers 8:22-27 ........................ Lynne Heber
 Luke 2:15-21 Sharon Ferguson
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4th December .......................................................................................................................................................................... Roy Williams

11th December ........................................................................................................................................................................... Jim Walker

18th December ................................................................................................................................................................ Eileen Roulston

1st January .................................................................................................................................................................................Joyce Lardie

Rota for Volunteer Stewards in Church
11.00am Service Back of Church Front of Church 6.30pm Service
4th December .......................... Warden .............................Michael McCurrie ............ Wesley Beggs & Joyce Lardie

11th December ....................... Warden .............................Audrey McMorran ........... Trevor Gibb & Jim Walker

18th December ....................... Warden .............................Heather Seeds .................. Wesley Beggs & Pat White

1st January ................................. Warden .............................Marie McKeen

F.W.O. & Restoration Fund Counters

Flower Arranger - Anne Campbell - Tel. 9084 3505

4th December ........................................................................................................................................................................ Norma Busby
11th December .....................................................................................................................................................................................................

18th December ............................................................................................................................................................Mr & Mrs D. Chick
25th December ........................................................................................................................................................... The Hanley family

Flower Rota

Year End Accounts 31st December 2022
 Following on from the break for Covid, most organisations/clubs have returned. I 
would ask if all the treasurers would provide an end of year account for their club. Please have 
accounts signed by yourself and one other committee member and give to me by the end of 
January.

Joyce Lardie, Hon. Treasurer

Stop Press
Beginning on 3rd January the Carnmoney Community Friendship Club will be meeting weekly 

rather than monthly. More details to follow in the next issue of the Carnmoney Review.
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Advent Course
 December can be a very busy and pressurised month as we head towards Christmas, so why 
not come aside for a while and take some time for silence, discussion and reflection at our Advent 
Course.
 Over the first three Wednesdays in Advent we will be continuing our discussions on Issues 
Facing Christians Today, but in the context of Evening Prayer, and will be concentrating on issues 
which fit in well with the season:
  Wednesday 30th November: Are we near the end of the world?
  Wednesday 7th December:  How can we be sure that our particular religion leads to 

God?
  Wednesday 14th December: Can you repent and be saved on your deathbed?

 All meetings will begin at 7.30pm in the Memorial Room. Please come along and share your ideas 
as well as enjoying some quiet worship and space.

S.A.N.D.S. Christmas Service
 The Stillborn and Neo-Natal Death Society 
is a wonderful organisation that seeks to 
provide support for anyone who has lost a 
child, either in pregnancy or after birth. If that 
happens, the pain never leaves you and the 
Christmas period can be particularly difficult. 
 For that reason and for many years now, 
S.A.N.D.S. have been holding a Christmas 
Service where people can gather, support 
each other and remember their babies. In 
2019 we hosted a service at Carnmoney and 
now that the Covid restrictions are largely 
over this short service (which will be more of 
a concert than a Carol Service this year) can 
happen again and will take place on Sunday 4th 
December at 7.30pm.
 There will be musical items and poems, and 
bereaved parents will have a chance to write 
a message to their baby as they remember 
them, and if they wish can also buy a child’s present in their memory and lay it under the Christmas 
tree. These presents will then be donated to children in need within our local community. 
Refreshments will be served after the service in the hall.
 This will be a poignant and emotional service but also one which bereaved families have found 
incredibly helpful. Please do come along if you have suffered such a loss yourself, or please come 
along to offer hospitality and friendship to those who need it most this Christmas. 
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Christmas Toy Service
Sunday 11th December at 11am

 Please bring new unwrapped children’s toys to this service and leave them by the font on your 
way into church. These will be passed on to organisations working in the community to support 
families and children in need.

Carol Services
 As has been the practice for the last two years we will be holding two Carol Services again this year 
to enable people to socially distance as there is a possibility that Covid could still be rife at that time.
 The two services will be identical, candlelit, and will each be limited to 70 people. Places need 
to be booked by either ringing or emailing Andy and will be allocated on a first come first served 
basis. The two dates are: Sunday 11th December and Sunday 18th December both at 6.30pm. 
Refreshments provided by the choir will be offered in the hall after each service. 
 The service will follow the familiar form of nine lessons and carols, and a specially augmented 
choir have already begun practising. Please book your place and come along to hear the greatest 
story ever told in a beautiful setting. 

Other Christmas Services
Sunday 18th December: 
  Our Faith Factory children will be leading the 11am Family Service this day and performing their 

own version of the Christmas story which will be reflecting another important event happening 
that day. 

 Christmas Eve: Children’s Crib Service at 4pm 

   Midnight Communion Service at 11:30pm

 Christmas Day: Short Family Communion Service at 10am 
   (Please bring your new Christmas toys along for Andy and Carol to play with!)

Home Communions
 Every Christmas the clergy endeavour to visit a number of parishioners who are unable to get to 
church anymore and will hold a short communion service with them in their homes. Whilst we will 
still be doing this in December, we also wanted to try out another idea as either an alternative or an 
extra. On Wednesday 21st December we are planning to hold a short service of Holy Communion 
in the Memorial Room which will also include a bit of carol singing. Whilst aimed particularly at those 
used to receiving our home communion visits, the service will also be open to anyone who would 
like to attend and spend some time reflecting on the Christmas story, and there will be a cup of 
tea and refreshments served afterwards. We thought it might be good to try and gather a number 
of people together who wouldn’t normally be able to meet in this way and enable them to enjoy 
fellowship with others. If this is something you would like to attend then please ring Andy (028 
90836337) and we will arrange transport so that you are able to come.
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An Advent Prayer of the Month
God of the stable, whose cry is love.

Guide our steps to Bethlehem,
and bless us with the courage to slow down and be still.

Empty us of all our noise,
that in silence and in seeking we may find your gift,

Which is wrapped not in tinsel but in hope reborn and 
which is truly Christmas.

Amen

 The Area Service was on 24th October in Christ Church Ballynure - five members attended. We 
had our October meeting on 25th October.  The theme of the meeting was ‘A memorable day in 
your life’.  There were mixed stories on personal memories, some amusing, some dramatic, some 
sentimental but all very enjoyable.  Renee finished off the meeting with a quiz.
 Our November meeting on 22nd was a talk and presentation by Andy of his and Lynne’s trip to the 
Holy Land.  It was very informative with lots of interesting pictures and some to test our knowledge 
of specific bible events.  It was thoroughly enjoyed by all.
 Finally, our Christmas lunch is on 6th December in the Bellevue Arms which we are all looking 
forward to.  Anne Campbell

 Linda Abwa, our CMS Ireland contact, made a recent visit to the parish. She discussed and 
reviewed the aims set out for the first year of our partnership with Olo Diocese. We have achieved 
quite a lot of the targets set for our first year.
 The provision of a notice board in the Church Hall is enabling us to post updates for those who 
don’t get the Review. 
 The mission committee has met regularly at the monthly prayer meetings and funds have been 
raised to enable the Parish to sponsor Flower in her nurse/midwifery training. Next year she will be 
joined at the Maridi Health Institute by another trainee, whose training will be funded by a church who 
took inspiration from us.
 A group of us met Bishop Tandema at the Kingdom Voices service, and at Hillsborough. Faith 
Factory had their summer outing at CMS Ireland’s fun day. Hearing the story of the everyday struggles 
faced by the people of South Sudan makes you realise how lucky we are to live in Ireland.
We will not be holding a prayer meeting in December; the calendar is so crowded this month.  We are 
however hoping to sell some Christmas related items.

 Prayer Points for December
  •  Bishop Tandema, as he meets with other clergy in Juba
  •  Income-generating activities for vulnerable women in Olo
  •  Flower, as she continues her studies in Maridi
  •  CMSI staff, as they prepare the mission teams for next year

Gayle Hanna
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The Church Lads’ and Church Girls’ Brigade
 Our 2022/23 session opened with the death of our Patron, Her Majesty the Queen. Her death 
was keenly felt by members of the CLCGB as many of us will never forget the wonderful Brigade 
occasions graced with Her Majesty’s presence.
 In preparation for the new session, Sarah McLean and Emily Conn received their Access NI 
clearance, and Leader Nomination Forms were sent to NHQ. We are pleased that they are joining our 
company staff.
 This session, it was decided that the first Thursday night in each month would be a joint CLB and 
CGB night. So far there have been two joint meetings and both have gone well. We have been able 
to enhance some future joint nights with special attractions. In December, we have arranged for 
‘Wee Critters’ to come to Carnmoney, and in March, ‘Fun With Drums’. We acknowledge the vestry’s 
generous support in the provision of these activities.
 The Enrolment and Remembrance Service were held jointly this year. Brigade members played 
their part with prayers, readings and drama, and much credit must go to Rev. Andy for organising such 
an interesting and meaningful service. Thank you.
 Following the Act of Enrolment, Tori Hunter, Eva Tumilty and Abbie Hunter were promoted to 
NCOs; Sarah McLean was the recipient of a Covid Recognition Award; honorary member, Pat White, 
presented Emily Conn with her Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award; CLB members received lapel badges; 
and Rev. Carol Harvey was presented with a well-deserved 15 Year Service Medal.
 We are working hard to ‘keep our flag flying’.
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Knitting B
 Did you see it? The spectacular display of knitted poppies in Lillian Bland Park? 
Yes our ladies contributed mightily to that.
 The Knitting B continues to thrive with the Thursday bowlers complaining about 
the noise coming from the Memorial Room putting them off their shots. Well I 
thought it was the chat and laughter! NO!  Apparently it was the click clack of the 
needles!
 What are we up to now?  Well squares for a Christmas tree, Christmas puddings to cover chocolate 
oranges - to be on sale for CMS - there are eighty Ferrero Rocher covers waiting for fillers - Isobel was 
very busy during Covid.  Thanks ladies. Of course we are having our Christmas lunch which will be in-
house again this year.  Pictures to follow!
 In the meantime, Happy Christmas from the Knitting B to all of you AND hurry back, Maureen, we 
are missing you.
 God bless, Curate Carol

Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 It’s that time again when the members of the Men’s Society get out their 
aprons and show what fantastic cooks they are as they host another “Men’s 
Breakfast”.  Only modesty prevents our chefs from going on Master Chef and 
showing their talents.
 The Breakfast this year will be held on Saturday 3rd December at 9.00am and 
is open to all men of the Parish and their friends. After the breakfast, as usual, 
we will have a speaker from a charity and this year Gordon Harper will tell us of 
his personal fight with cancer and the work he is now doing with a local cancer support group called 
Lifeline. There is no charge for the breakfast but there will be a plate left out for any donations which 
will then be given to the charity. A sheet has been left at the back of the church for the names of 
anyone wishing to attend (including members) as numbers are required for catering purposes.
 See you there for the best breakfast in Newtownabbey (maybe).

Trevor Gibb (Hon. Secretary)

 November has just flown by and we are still very busy 
organising the Nativity Play.

 Here are a few important dates for Faith Factory in 
December.
 • 4th December, Sunday 11am - Faith Factory

 • 11th December, Sunday 11am - Faith Factory

 •  17th December, Saturday 10.30am - Nativity rehearsal 
in the Church Hall (please bring a lunch or some snacks)

   Then we head up to the Courtyard Theatre at Ballyearl 
for the Sleeping Beauty pantomime - we need to be at 
the theatre at 12.30pm

 • 18th December, Sunday 11am - Nativity Play in church
   Could all Faith Factory children meet in the Church Hall 

at 10.30am on that morning. Tea, coffee, juice and 
cake will be in the Church Hall after the church service.

 We would love to see you all at the church service- please 
support our children.
 We wish you all a very happy Christmas and a healthy 
New Year.
 God bless - Linda, Jayne and Rosemary.
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A Poem/Prayer for Advent
Maybe it is in the waiting of God,

not in the wandering from store to store that we find our way.
Maybe it is in the friendship of God,

not in the frenzy of the crowds that we are led to the manger.

Maybe it is in the steadfast love of God,
And not in the pile of stuff under the tree,

that we find what we have been searching for all our lives.

Maybe, just maybe, God of Advent, this year will be different.
Maybe, just maybe, we will let you lead us to Bethlehem.

(Thom Shuman)

Elevenses
 18th December
* Anne Campbell, Renee Norwood, Rosemary Walsh.

*   Responsible for shopping and organising.   Georgie Gibb Tel: 9083 6967

Books and Bookcase
 I am very pleased to report that in answer to our recent appeal for a bookcase we have now had 
two very generously donated to us. One has been placed in the entrance to the Church Hall and has in 
it a selection of books to meet all tastes.
 In the past, when the books were on the tables in boxes, it was difficult to see what was available, 
but now that they are neatly on shelves this is much more convenient. The top two shelves are mainly 
novels, the one below is non-fiction and the bottom shelf is children’s of all ages. It is hoped that many 
of you will make use of this facility. There is a box beside the bookcase in which you can put whatever 
you think any book is worth to you. If there is any particular genre or author you would like, let me 
know as we have a lot more books in store.
 We have been offered a full set of encyclopaedias in excellent condition. If anyone would like to 
have this wonderful set of books (much superior to Google) please contact me on 028 9083 6967 and 
I will arrange for you to receive them.   Trevor Gibb

The Mysterious Ways of Mistletoe
 Mistletoe has long been used as part of our Christmas decorations. It is not 
your usual kind of plant.
 Instead, it is hemiparasitic, meaning that although its leaves enable it to feed 
itself through photosynthesis, its roots invade the host tree or shrub to extract 
water and other nutrients. 
 Mistletoe loves living in apple, lime, hawthorn, poplar or oak trees. You 
may spot it high up, as a large globe, on the bare trees in winter. There is one 
spectacular example in Windsor Great Park, clearly visible from the path on the 
opposite side of the Thames.
 Mistletoe’s berries are almost translucent, fleshy and sticky. They form in the forks of mistletoe’s 
many branches. While they are toxic to humans, they are attractive to birds, who wipe the remaining 
seeds off their beaks onto the nearest branch, which of course helps the plant to spread.
 For some reason, Romans thought mistletoe represented Peace, Love and Understanding. 
Perhaps that is how it got into our Christmas celebrations? The earliest documented evidence for 
kissing under mistletoe dates from the 16th century, but we don’t know who got kissed first.
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High Days & Holy Days in December
6th December: St Nicholas - Patron Saint of Children
 Father Christmas seems to be as old as Europe. Once he was Woden, lashing his reindeer through 
the darkness of northern midwinter. Then he encountered the Church, and She transformed him 
into a saint, the much-loved Nicholas, Bishop of Myra (in south-west Turkey) in the fourth century. St 
Nicholas became the patron saint of children and was given 6th December as his day. 
 Since the 6th century, St Nicholas has been venerated in both East and West, though virtually 
nothing is known of his life. Some believe he may have been one of the fathers at the Council of Nicea 
(325), imprisoned during the Emperor Diocletian’s persecution.   
According to legend, Nicholas was an extremely generous man. He revived three schoolboys 
murdered by an innkeeper in a tub of pickles. He rescued three young women from prostitution 
by giving their poverty-stricken father three bags of gold (hence the use of three gold balls as the 
pawnbroker’s signs).
 Over the centuries, many people ‘on the fringe’, including children, sailors, unmarried girls, 
pawnbrokers and moneylenders have claimed him as their patron.
 Perhaps it was on account of St Nicholas’ generosity that in recent centuries children began to 
write little notes sometime before 6th December, to tell him about the toys they specially wanted. 
These notes were then left on the windowsill at night - or else on a ledge in the chimney.
 But St Nicholas Day chanced to lie in the magnetic field of a much more potent festival.... and after 
a time his activities were moved towards Christmas. Then in Bavaria the children still left their notes 
on the windowsill, but they addressed them to Liebes Christkind - Krishkinkle as they knew him - and 
the saint’s part in the matter was simply to deliver the letters in heaven.
 The most popular result of the cult of St Nicholas has been the institution of Santa Claus.  He is 
based on Nicholas’ patronage of children and the custom in the Low Countries of giving presents 
on his feast. Santa Claus has reached his zenith in America, where the Dutch Protestants of New 
Amsterdam (New York) united to it Nordic folklore legends of a magician who both punished naughty 
children and rewarded good ones with presents.

All in the Month of December
It was...
  ...100 years ago, on 30th December 1922 
that the Soviet Union was founded. Officially known as 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), it was 
dissolved in 1991.

 ...90 years ago, on 25th December 1932 that the first 
Royal Christmas Message was broadcast on radio. King 
George V addressed the nation live from Sandringham.

 ...80 years ago, on 17th December 1942 that British 
Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden told the House of 
Commons about the mass executions of Jews by the 
Nazis in occupied Europe.  Ministers and Members of Parliament condemned the massacres and held 
a minute’s silence as a mark of respect for the victims.

 ...65 years ago, on 25th December 1957 that Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas message was 
televised for the first time.

 ...25 years ago, on 11th December 1997 that Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams met Prime Minister 
Tony Blair at 10 Downing Street - the first Irish Republican leader to do so since Michael Collins in 
1921.

 ...10 years ago, on 9th December 2012 that Patrick Moore, British astronomer, television 
presenter and musician died. Best known for hosting the astronomy series The Sky at Night (1957-
2013) the longest-running TV series with the same presenter.
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