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From the Curate’s Desk
Dear parishioners,
 First of all may I take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and 
blessed 2023.  It is hard to believe that another year has passed.  It has 
been a better year, in that Covid restrictions have lifted and we have 
been able to worship together.  I know Covid is still about and some of 
you haven’t been able to get back to worshipping together but continue 
to watch online.  We haven’t forgotten you dear friends and look forward 
to being able to welcome you back in person as the year proceeds.
 This year has seen, among other things, the continuation and 
flourishing of the Community Friendship Club, J.O.Y. and the Sunday 
series on topics you have chosen - followed by a well supported and lively debate on the Wednesday 
evening.  Starting on Wednesday 4th January, we will be opening a drop-in afternoon in the 
Memorial Room.  From 1pm to 4pm, we will be offering friendship, board games, the odd movie and 
refreshments.  Again, an invitation to the community to come in, join the church family, an opportunity 
for us to share the love of God through our warmth and welcome.
 We are also training up a team for our healing ministry.  Once a month we meet online for a three 
hour session of training, joining with other trainees nationwide through Acorn Training Academy.  Our 
vision for our church as a place of healing is coming to fruition.  We always have to remember these 
things are in God’s hands and in His timing, not ours.  And so we look to the future.  When I was thinking 
about these things, the scripture which came to mind was Revelation 21:5, “He who was seated on 
the throne said, “Behold I am making everything new,” and then He said, “Write this down for these 
words are trustworthy and true.”  Yes it’s a good time for us personally to “make everything new”.  
And the best place to start - our relationship with God our father.  With the happenings of Christmas 
behind us, we are now on the road to Calvary.  The central claim of the Christian faith is that Jesus 
Christ died at the hands of professional executioners, that he was placed in a heavily guarded tomb, 
and that three days later Jesus Christ conquered death.  Jesus appeared to hundreds of people alive 
again, to his friends, to his family, and he appeared to these people over a 40 day period of time.  This 
changed everything - and we need to keep in mind that our final destination is with God.  We all live 
in the world, and it’s hard to live a life that’s not secular, a life that measures success by our culture’s 
standards, a life that acts as if this earthly life is all there is.  It was the same with the Philippians, and 
Paul writes to them as he is concerned that they have lost sight of what lies ahead: Philippians 3:20-
21, “But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, by the power that enables Him to bring everything under His control, will transform our bodies so 
that they will be like his glorious body.”  As followers of Jesus Christ, we don’t truly belong to this world 
system we live in; our citizenship is in heaven, that’s where our true leader is.  Until Jesus returns to 
this earth, we eagerly await Him.  When will that be?  Well even Jesus didn’t know the answer to that 
- “Only my Father in heaven knows that day or hour” (Matthew 24:36).  So we need to be prepared, and 
we best do this by nurturing our relationship with God our Father.  How do we do this - through prayer, 
through reading His word to us, through spending time quietly with Him (Psalm 46), by depending on 
Him and leaning on Him for every detail of our lives, not just when we are in trouble!  A new year - a 
fresh start - the slate wiped clean - again!  As we repent of time wasted being “in the world” and turn 
to the love and comfort of our Lord and Saviour - Jesus Christ. 
 Thank you for your many kindnesses and support over the past year.  Again I wish you all a happy 
and blessed 2023 - may your yokes be easy and your burdens light.

    With love in Christ,
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Parish Register
Christian Burial

‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ‘ says the Lord

 1st December  Margaret Conn, Osterley Park
 12th December  Janet Crilly, Dalewood
 19th December  John Cherry, Carnmoney Road

In Memoriam
 Roberta Gibson: Roberta, wife of David and mother of Catherine, Sarah and Peter, died peacefully 
in Tudordale Nursing Home, where she had spent the last few months of her life, on Monday 21st 
November. A funeral service was held for her in Carnmoney Parish Church on Friday 25th November 
followed by her burial in Carnmoney East Cemetery. A Glengormley girl, she was educated at 
Glengormley Primary School and Belfast Royal Academy before taking up a job with the foreign office 
in London. It was here that she met her future husband David, and after getting married in the parish 
church on 6th September 1963, they set up home in Collinbridge Gardens and began attending 
Carnmoney regularly. Their marriage was blessed with three children, Catherine, Sarah and Peter and 
then eventually, eight grandchildren, James, Amy, Lara, Jennifer, Katie, Emma, Joshua and Edward.  
When the children were old enough, Roberta studied librarianship and typing and shorthand, and in 
1978 returned to work as school librarian at Glengormley High School for just over 20 years.   During 
these years, she was also very active, completing a 50 mile walk from London to Brighton, three half 
marathons and a triathlon, as well as many 10K runs in the 1980s. Always happiest when she was 
helping other people, after retirement, she volunteered at the Northern Ireland Hospice for over 
10 years and was also for many years a church flower arranger and co-magazine distributor (with 
David). She and David enjoyed reading, gardening and walking, and they also travelled extensively. 
But her family, children and then grandchildren were always the centre of her life and gave her huge 
enjoyment. Her last few years were blighted by dementia and made her life difficult, but before then 
she had lived life to the full, leaving many memories.  She will be missed by everyone, and our prayers 
are with David, Catherine, Sarah and  Peter and their children at this time.

Margaret Conn: Margaret, wife of the late Cecil and mother to Johnny, Helen and Susan, died 
peacefully at her home in Osterley Park on Friday 25th November; her funeral was held at Carnmoney 
Parish Church on Thursday 1st December followed by a burial in Carnmoney East Cemetery.  Margaret 
was born in Carrickfergus but was brought up on the Grosvenor Road in Belfast, attending Queen 
Victoria Elementary School and also College Square Presbyterian Church and the Belfast Girls’ Club 
Union. Her first job was working as a nurse at Gallaher’s cigarette factory, a job she achieved having 
been spotted by a manager she knew doing a dance routine with the Girls Club at Windsor Park before 
a big match. She met and married Cecil on 15th April 1964, and they lived  briefly in Malt Street and 
then 35 Osterley Park before moving down the road to number 18. Margaret ceased work when 
they married but went on to rear her three children John, Helen and Susan.  She and Cecil enjoyed 
a happy marriage and were also both very involved in Carnmoney Parish Church, where Margaret 
played bowls, was in the MU, helped with flowers, was on the Select Vestry, and on occasions acted 
as Church Warden. When Rev. Noel Jackson retired, he chose Margaret to look after the affairs of the 
church while a new minister was sought.  She also had a great sense of fun, and being a larger than 
life character, was always the life and soul of church life and many a party.  She was devastated when 
Cecil died and remained a widow for many years, enjoying eventually her ten grandchildren when they 
came along, providing for them both physically and emotionally. Sadly dementia hampered her for 
the last years of her life when she was confined to her home in Osterley Park, yet throughout, she 
maintained her strong faith, often reciting familiar words from hymns and the bible. She will be sadly 
missed by her many friends and her family, and our prayers are with Johnny, Helen, Susan and her 
grandchildren in the days ahead.

continued on page 8



Sunday 1st January  1st Sunday of Christmas (Naming of Jesus)
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Parish Communion
Tuesday 3rd January 10.30am Memorial Room - Coffee Morning
  7.30pm St Brigid’s Church - Prayer Meeting for Bible Week
Wednesday 4th January 1pm - 4pm Memorial Room - Wednesday Drop In
Thursday 5th January 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  12.15pm  Church - Midday Prayer Service
Saturday 7th January 10.00am Zoom - Healing Hub Training
Sunday 8th January  1st Sunday After the Epiphany (Baptism of our Lord)
  9.30am Holy Communion (One)
  11.00am Morning Prayer and Faith Factory
Tuesday 10th January 7.30pm Memorial Room - Men’s Society
Wednesday 11th January 2.00pm Church Hall - Community Friendship Club
Thursday 12th January 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm G’gormley Methodist Ch. - Prayer meeting for Bible Week
Sunday 15th January  2nd Sunday After the Epiphany
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Family Service
  7.30pm St Brigid’s Church - Joint Youth Event
Wednesday 18th January 1pm - 4pm Memorial Room - Wednesday Drop In
  7.30pm Mossley Parish Church - Prayer Meeting for Bible Week
Thursday 19th January 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  2.00pm Glenabbey Nursing Home - Church Service
  7.30pm Church - Intercessors Meeting
  8.00pm Church - Healing Service
Sunday 22nd January  3rd Sunday After the Epiphany
  9.30am  Holy Communion
  11.00am Service of the Word & Faith Factory
  7.30pm Mossley Primary School - Bible Week Evening 1
Monday 23rd January 7.30pm Mossley Primary School - Bible Week Evening 2
Tuesday 24th January 2.30pm Memorial Room - Mothers’ Union
  7.30pm Mossley Primary School - Bible Week Evening 3
Wednesday 25th January 1pm - 4pm Memorial Room - Wednesday Drop In
  7.30pm Mossley Primary School - Bible Week Evening 4
   (led and hosted by Carnmoney Parish Church)
Thursday 26th January 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm Mossley Primary School - Bible week Evening 5
Saturday 28th January 10.00am Memorial Rm - Healing Hubs Training Day with Wes Sutton
  4.30pm Church Hall - J.O.Y.
Sunday 29th January  4rd Sunday After the Epiphany
  9.30am  Holy Communion
  11.00am Healing Service & Faith Factory
Wednesday 1st February 1pm - 4pm Memorial Room - Wednesday Drop In
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Readings  &  Readers
Date Readings ............................Reader
1st January (Naming of Jesus) ............................................. Numbers 6:22-27 ........................ Lynne Heber
 Luke 2:15-21 Sharon Ferguson
8th January (Baptism of our Lord) ..................................... Psalm 78:1-7 ................................... Ana Orlarte-Roulston 
  .............................................................................Matthew 5:13-16 John Fenton
15th January (2nd Sunday after Epiphany) .................. Isaiah 49:1-7 ................................... Heath Houston

Luke 19:1-10 Rosemary Williams
22nd January (3rd Sunday after Epiphany) .................. Genesis 1:27-31 .......................... Elaine Steenson

Matthew 6:25-34 Anne Campbell
29th January (4th Sunday after Epiphany) ................... Psalm 42:1-11 ................................ David Rutherford
 Mark 5:21-43 Joyce Lardie
5th February (3rd Sunday before Lent) .......................... Deuteronomy 24:1-5 ............... Trevor Prenter
 Mark 10:1-12 Shirley Earley
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Rota for Volunteer Stewards in Church
11.00am Service Back of Church Front of Church
1st January ........................................................................... Warden .....................................................................Marie McKeen
8th January .......................................................................... Warden .....................................................................Trevor Prenter
15th January ....................................................................... Warden .....................................................................Valerie Magee
22nd January ...................................................................... Warden .....................................................................Renee Norwood
29th January ....................................................................... Warden .....................................................................Mike Barefield
5th February ........................................................................ Warden .....................................................................Jim Magowan

1st January .................................................................................................................................................................................Joyce Lardie
8th January ........................................................................................................................................................................... Trevor Prenter
15th January .......................................................................................................................................................................Anne Campbell
22nd January ................................................................................................................................................................... Renee Norwood
29th January ....................................................................................................................................................................................Pat White
5th February ............................................................................................................................................................................ David Gibson

F.W.O. & Restoration Fund Counters

Flower Arranger - Marie McKeen - 9084 9822

1st January ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................

8th January ........................................................................................................................................................... The Beckinsale family
15th January ......................................................................................................................................................... Mr & Mrs M. Atkinson
22nd January ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

29th January ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Flower Rota

Thursday 2nd February 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  12.15pm Church - Midday Prayer Service
Sunday 5th February  3rd Sunday Before Lent
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am  Parish Communion & Faith Factory
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 Janet Crilly: Janet, beloved wife of the late Edward, mother of Alan, Michael, the late Colin and 
Karen, passed away suddenly but peacefully at home on 3rd December.  A service of celebration of her 
life was held in church on 12th December, with her burial afterwards in Carnmoney Cemetery.  Janet 
was born in Glasgow, and the family moved to Belfast when she was very young.  During the war, while 
her father moved between Glasgow and Belfast (he was a draftsman for Harland and Wolff), Janet and 
her mother moved up to Lisnagunogue on the North Coast to live with her grandparents.  It was an 
idyllic childhood where lifelong bonds were formed, not only with her cousins Frank and Jack, but with 
the surrounding countryside.  In later life, Janet would buy a doer-upper in Ballintoy - a property she 
generously made available to anyone who needed refreshed and revitalised by the air and atmosphere 
of the area.  Janet was a clever girl and at the young age of 17 was accepted to Queen’s University 
to study Geography.  It was there that she met her husband Edward, also studying Geography.  They 
were blessed with four children, eight grandchildren and lately, and much to her joy, a great grandchild 
- Theo.  On qualifying, Janet worked in Everton Secondary School Belfast and then had a period of 
retirement whilst she reared her four children.  After that she took a job in Ballyhenry Primary School, 
and she was delighted and surprised that at Theo’s baptism, people kept coming up to her and saying, 
“You taught me at primary school.”  Janet was  very active all of her life.  She served as Secretary of the 
Select Vestry in the Parish for many years, was actively involved in the Ulster Unionist Party, supported 
Edward when he was Mayor of Newtownabbey, and later became a Newtownabbey Councillor - voted 
in with a large majority due to her popularity through school and working alongside Edward.  Later in 
life she would serve on the board of Governors of four schools, only retiring from the last one in 2022.  
A keen educationalist, Janet took much interest in the education of her children and was very proud 
of their academic achievements.  When hit by the tragic loss of her two youngest children - Janet bore 
this sadness with tremendous strength of character.  All in all Janet lived a full and productive life,  a 
life marked by service to her family, her community and her church.  She will be deeply missed.  We 
commend her family and all those who knew and loved her to your continuing prayers.

 John Cherry: John, partner to the late Anne and father of Lorraine and John, passed away 
unexpectedly in the Mater Hospital on Saturday 3rd December.  A funeral service was held for him 
in Carnmoney Parish Church on Monday 19th December, followed by a cremation at Roselawn.  John 
was originally from Liverpool, born in Seaforth and brought up in Litherland where he attended English 
Martyrs School.  Sadly his marriage didn’t last, although it was a great joy to him to re-establish contact 
with his children Lorraine and John later in life.  Much of his early working life was spent travelling 
around the world, but eventually he ended up working for John Gills and then Sementation in Northern 
Ireland, where he met and settled down with Anne in their house on Carnmoney Road.  John could 
turn his hand to any job, and at Michelin, where he later worked, he could operate every machine in 
the factory.  Later he went on to work as a chauffeur for the Vice Chancellor of Queen’s University, Sir 
Derek Burley, work through which he received an MBE, and whilst receiving it at Buckingham Palace, 
ended up having a long conversation with the late Queen about their shared love for race horses.
 Although born a Roman Catholic, John had started attending Carnmoney Parish Church when 
he met Anne and continued after her death in 2013, getting fully involved in church life, especially 
helping out with any practical jobs that needed doing.  He always had a tremendously positive 
attitude, a great sense of humour, and was very sociable, being universally liked by everyone.  In his 
later years, his time was spent between Northern Ireland and Liverpool as he enjoyed re-establishing 
the relationships with different members of his family. He was planning to resettle in Liverpool on 
leaving hospital, but sadly that wasn’t to be.  He will be greatly missed at Carnmoney and also by his 
family, and our prayers go out to them at this time.

continued from page 5

Year End Accounts 31st December 2022
Following on from the break for Covid, most organisations/clubs have returned. I would ask 
if all the treasurers would provide an end of year account for their club. Please have accounts 
signed by yourself and one other committee member and give to me by the end of January.

Joyce Lardie, Hon. Treasurer
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Healing Hub Training
 Those of us doing the Healing Hub Training online over the last four months have really enjoyed and 
benefitted from the in-depth teaching provided by Wes Sutton, the Director of the Acorn Christian 
Healing Foundation.  We are delighted that Wes has agreed to fly over to Northern Ireland and spend 
a weekend with us at the end of January.  On Saturday, he will be meeting with those of us undergoing 
the Healing Hub Training to provide some extra training on Prayer Ministry before discussing with us 
how we would like our Healing Hub in Northern Ireland to develop.  We will be joined for this meeting 
by participants from St Peter’s, Antrim Road who are undergoing the same training with us.  Then 
on the Sunday, Wes will be preaching and offering prayers for healing at our 11am Healing Service 
before flying back home later on the same day. He’s a lively and inspiring communicator who has seen 
God move in amazing ways through his ministry all over the world, so please do come along on that 
Sunday to hear and meet him; you won’t be disappointed!

Wednesday Drop In
Commencing Wednesday 3rd January

 With the success of the Friendship Club who meet on a 
Wednesday afternoon, coupled with the current cost of living 
crisis, which has made us aware that many people, as well as 
wanting company, will be struggling to heat their homes this 
winter, after discussions in Select Vestry, we thought it would 
be a good idea to open up the Memorial Room and invite people 
to come to a warm place where they can meet with others and 
enjoy some low level activities.  This new venture will run on 
Wednesday afternoons between 1pm and 4pm commencing 
on Wednesday 4th January and will operate every Wednesday 
except the second Wednesday of each month, when the Community 
Friendship Club will meet in the main hall as normal.
 The idea is that people can drop in for all or some of that time and enjoy spending time with others 
in a warm place. Tea and coffee and light refreshments will be available all afternoon, and we are also 
hoping that the hall will have an internet connection for people to use by then too. A number of board 
games will also be available for people to play if they wish, and there will also be the possibility to show 
films on some Wednesdays as well, once we have purchased our new television.
 We will be advertising this new venture widely within the community and hope that it will attract 
people into our building, however we will need volunteers to make it work, so please do see Andy or 
Carol if you would be willing to come and help serve the refreshments on any Wednesday.  Otherwise 
please do call in and take the chance to meet and talk with others. 

Elevenses
 15th January
* Jean Scott, Heather Seeds, Gayle Hanna.

*   Responsible for shopping and organising.   Georgie Gibb Tel: 9083 6967

 Thank you to all the distributors who deliver the 
Carnmoney Review each month in all weather.
 Thanks also to those who serve the tea and coffee 
after the Family Service, your help is very much 
appreciated.
 I wish you all a happy Christmas and a peaceful New 
Year.
 Georgie Gibb
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Prayer of the Month
A Prayer for the New Year

Grant O God that as the years change, we may find rest in your eternal 
changelessness. May we meet this new year bravely, sure in the faith that, while 
men come and go, and life changes around us, you are always the same, guiding 

us with your wisdom and protecting us with your love; through our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.  Amen.

(Archbishop William Temple)

 We had our Christmas lunch on 6th December in the Bellevue Arms.  We all enjoyed a delicious 
meal with fun and fellowship together.
 Our next meeting is on Tuesday 24th January at 2.30pm, when we will be having armchair aerobics 
with Carol; probably a good choice after Christmas!
 Any new members will be very welcome to join us.   Anne Campbell

Bible Week 2023
 Many of you will have enjoyed the Newtownabbey Churches Fellowship inaugural Bible Week in 
January 2020 when Bishop Ken “Fanta” Clarke was our guest speaker.  Sadly, Covid disrupted plans 
to meet in 2021 and 2022, however we are delighted to announce that during the week of prayer for 
Christian Unity, the Bible Week will happen again between Sunday 22nd January and Thursday 26th 
January next year, and what’s more, Bishop Clarke has agreed to come back and lead our thinking again.
 The theme for this year will be “Hope 23: Lessons from the life of Peter” and his talks have been 
especially prepared with Covid in mind to encourage us as we seek to recover and move forward 
into 2023.  As in 2020, the venue is Mossley Primary School where there is adequate parking and all 
meetings will begin at 7.30pm. 
 As a church, we will be hosting and leading the meeting on Wednesday 25th January and are 
looking for someone to read the Bible reading that night and also around six people to act as stewards, 
welcoming and directing people when they arrive. If you would be willing to help in either of these 
ways, please see Andy.
 In preparation for the event, we will be meeting with other Christians in the area to pray in 
preparation during the three weeks prior to the Bible Week, and meetings will be held as follows:

  • Tuesday 3rd January .................... St Brigid’s Church at 7.30pm
  • Thursday 12th January .............. Glengormley Methodist Church at 7.30pm
  • Wednesday 18th January ........ Mossley Parish Church at 7.30pm

 We are hoping and praying that God will move in power through these meetings both encouraging 
Christians and bringing many who don’t know the Lord to him. Please do consider coming to one or 
more of the prayer meetings and also consider who you can ask to come along with you during the 
Bible Week; it will be a “not to be missed” occasion!

Quote for the New Year
“Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbours,

and let every new year find you a better man.“
Benjamin Franklin
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Church of Ireland Men’s Society
 Well everyone seems to have survived the annual Men’s Breakfast, which was 
held at the beginning of December, and there were even congratulations to the 
cooking team headed by Jim Magowan for producing such a great meal. As is 
our custom, we had a talk from a local charity, and this year we were particularly 
pleased to have Gordon Harper tell us about the work of Cancer Lifeline. Gordon 
told of the work carried out by the organisation, but also told us of his own very 
emotional battle with cancer and the support Cancer Lifeline has given him. 
 The breakfast and presentation were truly a great success, and we were particularly pleased to have 
amongst our guests members of the Community Friendship Club and the Thursday Bowling Group. We 
do not charge for the breakfast, but have a collection on behalf of the charity, and this year we were 
delighted, thanks to the generosity of those present, to be handing over £320 to Cancer Lifeline.
 Our next meeting on Tuesday 10th January is something completely different. We will be holding 
a Games Night which will include New Age Curling and Boccia etc., and to make it a little bit more 
competitive, friends and family are invited to come along and join in. So get in training, don’t eat too 
much of the Christmas pudding, and we will see you on January 10th.
 In the meantime, to you and your families, all the joy of Christmas and a very happy and prosperous 
New Year from all the committee.   Trevor Gibb (Hon. Secretary)

 2022 is the first full year of our partnership with Olo Diocese. I think it has been a successful year, 
enhanced by our chance to meet Bishop Tandema in August. 
 The sponsorship of Flower to train as a nurse/midwife shows mission partnership in action. Once 
Flower is qualified, she will be an asset to the embryonic health clinic in Olo.
 Mama Nora, the Bishop’s wife, is an active Mothers’ Union leader. One of her undertakings is to 
enable women to set up small businesses to generate income and educate their children. 
 CMS Ireland would like members of partnered churches to visit South Sudan to see the difference 
partnership makes. A group visit is planned for 2024.
 I would like thank all those who have contributed to committee’s fund-raising efforts this year -- 
the knitters, sewers and reindeer makers, and all those who purchased goods or quiz sheets.

 Prayer Points for January
  • That visas will be issued for mission teams 
  • Geoff Wilson, as he prepares for his sabbatical in Maridi, South Sudan
  •  The family and friends of Bishop Emmanuel Murye of Kajo Keji South Sudan who died 

suddenly on 7th December
  • Bishop Tandema and the clergy in South Sudan
  • Mama Nora, as she leads the Mothers’ Union
  • Flower, as she continues with her studies.

World Day of Prayer 2023
 Another year has passed and preparations are underway for the 2023 World Day of Prayer service. 
The theme for this year is “I have heard about your faith” and has been prepared by the women of Taiwan.
 The local service this year will take place at Ballyhenry Presbyterian Church on Friday 3rd March - 
more details in the next Review.
 Faithful God, our trust is in you
 Awesome God, we worship you
 Inspirational God, all good things come from you
 Trustworthy God, help us to live our lives worthy of our calling as your disciples
 Holy God, help us to remain faithful followers of Jesus, in whose name we pray
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Knitting B
 Well the knitters have continued to produce an amazing amount of work to 
support the community and the Seafarers.  Christmas brought a new project in 
knitting Christmas pudding and cupcake covers for Terry’s chocolate oranges 
and the completion and selling of knitted snow men - originally knitted by the 
late Norma Baird - and sewn together by Julie Robinson - for sale to support Olo 
Diocese in South Sudan.
 The Christmas tree, was really beautiful, decorated with squares left over 
from our Covid project and new squares for our hospital chaplaincy.  The year 
came to an end with an in-house Christmas lunch - much enjoyed by all.  The 
new year will begin on 12th January 2023.  I wonder what projects we will dream 
up for then?
 Happy New Year to all of you from the Knitting B, and please don’t hesitate to 
come join us for the knit and natter.
 Love in Christ, Carol

Happy New Year
 Faith Factory recommences Sunday 8th January 2023 
at 11am in the Church Hall.  We hope you all had a great 
Christmas.
 The Nativity Play was wonderful, and the children really 
enjoyed themselves.  Thank you Robert for the sound and 
David for the music which was really appreciated.
 We had a football theme to coincide with the World Cup 
final which was on that afternoon.  Even 
with all the great footballers the message 
was clear.  So, you see, Jesus is no 
longer ‘coming’; he has come, and he is 
everyone’s ‘Greatest Of All Time’.
 We’re looking forward to meeting 
up at Faith Factory again.  Please bring 
your friends and they will be made 
very welcome.  At Faith Factory we 
have stories, quizzes, games, crafts, 
refreshments, and you can make friends 
for life.
 God bless - Linda, Jayne and Rosemary

 J.O.Y. are looking forward to getting together again 
soon.
 On Saturday 28th January Sandra Weir is joining 
us to share her passion for making patchwork quilts 
and the story behind each piece. She will bring along a 
variety of her work to put on display for us to see, from 
4.30pm - 6.30pm. All ladies welcome.
 Please come and bring a friend or two. Yummy 
refreshments (as usual) will be provided.
 See you there!
  Lynne, Heather & Lorraine x
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Community Friendship Club Christmas Party
 There was a lovely atmosphere at the Carnmoney Community Friendship Club Christmas party on 
Wednesday 14th December.  Although illness prevented many senior citizens from attending, nearly 
fifty people enjoyed a beautiful meal provided for us by the Hard Hat Catering Company. This was 
followed by music and dancing led by Louis Small, a free raffle, a game, a monologue from Trevor and 
an impromptu Christmas Nativity involving everyone there. There was also a visit from Santa who 
gave everyone a selection box. Many thanks to all who organised the party and also the shops who 
provided us with crackers, mince pies, biscuits, the hamper and selection boxes.
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High Days & Holy Days in January
6th January - Epiphany?
 On 6th January we celebrate Epiphany - the visit of the Wise Men to the baby Jesus. But who 
were these Wise Men? No one knows for sure. Matthew calls them ‘Magi’, and that was the name of 
an ancient caste of a priestly kind from Persia. It wasn’t until the third century that they were called 
kings - by a church father, Tertullian.
 Another church father, Origin, assumed there were three - to correspond with the gifts given. 
Later Christian interpretation came to understand gold as a symbol of wisdom and wealth, incense as 
a symbol of worship and sacrifice, and myrrh as a symbol of healing - and even embalming. Certainly 
Jesus challenged and set aright the way in which the world handled all three of these things. Since the 
8th century, the Magi have had the names Balthasar, Caspar and Melchior.
 Epiphany is also known as ‘Twelfth Night’, or the last night of the Christmas festival.  According 
to the song, it is also the day when that over-enthusiastic ‘true love’ of yours dumps no less than 
seventy-eight presents on your doorstep, among them a dozen leaping lords of the realm and a final 
partridge - to go with the eleven you have already been given.
 In many parts of the world, 6th January is celebrated as Christmas Day.  As we Western Christians 
are packing away our tree, the Greek Orthodox world and Catholic Spain are giving presents and 
celebrating the wise men, or magi.  For what better time to give presents to each other, than on the 
day the wise men presented gold, frankincense and myrrh to the infant Jesus?
 What do we make of these presents? Gold is for kingship, proclaiming a royal child.  Frankincense 
carries a feeling of worship about it: it was used in the temple worship and indicated access to the 
presence of God. Frankincense is thus for worship and incarnation.
 The third gift, myrrh, finds it place at Calvary. After the crucifixion, Nicodemus and Joseph of 
Arimathea prepared Jesus’ body for burial, using myrrh as an embalming fluid. Thus, when the wise 
men visit the baby Jesus, the shadow of the cross already falls across the crib. But myrrh is also 
symbolic of love, so you could say that the third gift is about adoration as well as death. And Christ’s 
death on the cross is for love of the Church, His bride.
 As for the magi, they were not Jewish grandees, but foreign Gentiles. And so it was clear, from as 
early as the manger in Bethlehem, that Jesus was not just the Messiah for the Jews, but the Saviour 
of the whole world.

All in the Month of January
It was...
  ...90 years ago, on 18th January 1933 
that David Bellamy, the botanist, TV presenter and 
environmentalist was born. (Died 2019)

 ...80 years ago, on 30th January 1943 that on the 
10th anniversary of Adolf Hitler becoming Chancellor 
of Germany, the British RAF launched a massed air raid 
on Berlin, disrupting major speeches by Goring and 
Goebbels which were being broadcast on the radio. It 
was a major propaganda coup for the Allies.

 ...40 years ago, on 17th January 1983 that Breakfast 
Television was launched in the UK with the BBC’s Breakfast Time programme. The ITV’s TV-am 
followed on 1st February.

 ...25 years ago, on 23rd January 1998 that the film Titanic was released in the UK.

 ...20 years ago, on 31st January 2003 that the British born terrorist Richard Reid (the ‘shoe 
bomber’) was sentenced to life imprisonment in the USA, after he attempted to blow up a 
transatlantic flight using explosives concealed in his shoes. He later declared his allegiance to al-
Qaeda.
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A.C. Meats
Unit 3, 119-129, Doagh Road, 

Newtownabbey BT36 6AA
Tel: 028 9086 6510 

Quality Produce - Quality Service

Finest Quality Produce
Beef, Lamb & Pork
Grade “A” Poultry

Cooked Foods
Seasonal Vegetables
Weekly Special Offers

A.C. Meats




