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From the Curate’s Desk
Dear Parishioners,

  As you probably know, I am moving house, and so I have been 
forced to think about change - a change of environment - a change 
of circumstances.  Leaving a family home with so many memories - 
good and bad.   It will be a big change in my life letting go of the old and 
embracing the new.
 Change can be a bit daunting, whether it is a new beginning or just 
thinking about changing the colour of the living room walls.  Change can 
be difficult, and I always think it is more difficult when associated with 
loss.  Even though we know that change in life is inevitable and often a 
positive thing, we are, by nature, creatures of habit, so it can take a little prodding to get us to make a 
big move.
 One place which can always shed a little light at the end of the tunnel and give us comfort and 
motivation is YES - the Word of God.  The Bible has so much to say on the goodness of change and 
God’s presence with us every step of the way. There’s Deuteronomy 31:6, “Be strong and courageous.  
Do not be afraid or terrified..., for the Lord your God goes with you;  He will never leave you nor forsake 
you.”  It may be hard, but you have a God who loves you and wants the best for you.
 This has been so evident to me over the course of the last few years, selling my house.  I see His 
hand in it all, albeit retrospectively sometimes,  even down to the timely Bible course which Andy has 
chosen for the next weeks - “Be Still”.
 The “practice” of a few minutes’ stillness every few hours, in the midst of packing and clearing, has 
kept me not only grounded but refreshed for the next task.  In Psalm 46 vs 10 we are told, “Be still and 
know that I am God”.
 We live in an increasingly noisy world where quiet times are hard to maintain.  Not just because 
we are always on the go, but because even when we are at rest, our minds, our thoughts are far from 
still.  To quote R.S. Thomas, “The silence holds with its gloved hand the wild hawk of the mind”.  We 
also hear so much about the blue light emitted from our “technical” devices - a light which disturbs 
our brainwaves.  Even thinking about that, we can see the importance of “knowing” or “memorising” 
some calming and encouraging scripture verses that can be recalled without the aid of Google!
 I have found it very effective to chant a verse - Taize style - to reduce my stress levels!  In the 
course “Be Still”, we will explore some different rhythms of prayer, from memorising scripture to 
finding wonder in the ordinary and cultivating contentment.  Quiet times don’t need to be static for 
our hearts to be still, to be aware of our ever present “Living Christ”.
 Remember, in the midst of change we have a Saviour, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 
and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8)   A Saviour who never changes - a rock of ages!  Hallelujah what a Saviour!
   God bless,  and Love in Christ,
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Elevenses
*  Victoria McFarland, Lorinda Hamilton, 

Valerie Magee.

*  Responsible for shopping and organising.

Georgie Gibb
Tel: 9083 6967
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Parish Register
Holy Baptism

‘ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit ’
 1st May Kali Sloan

Christian Burial
‘ I am the Resurrection and the Life ‘ says the Lord

 6th May Henrietta McCrea
 25th May John Barry Ferguson

In Memoriam
 Henrietta (Hennie) McCrea: Hennie died unexpectedly in hospital on Monday 2nd May.  Her 
funeral was held at Carnmoney Parish Church on Friday 6th May followed by a cremation at 
Roselawn the following morning.
 Hennie was very familiar with Carnmoney, living in Kelly’s Cottage very close to the church as 
her father was the caretaker.  She was brought up there with her sisters Sadie, Jacqueline and 
Anne, going to Glengormley Primary School and Greymount Girls before beginning her job as a 
hairdresser.
 She met and married a local taxi driver, Sam, who used to wait to give her a lift home; this was 
on 19th June 1965 in Carnmoney, and in the years that followed, her children David, Mark, Joanne 
and Philip were born, as well as a stillborn child, Andrew.  Hennie loved peoples’ company and was 
always outgoing, witty and friendly to everyone.
 Always very particular about her appearance, she loved her home and her family and in her later 
years nursed her beloved husband, Sammy, who died two years before her.  As she was always fit 
and healthy, her sudden and unexpected death will have come as a huge shock to everyone and 
our prayers go out to all the family at this sad time.

 John Barry Ferguson: Barry died on Tuesday 20th May after a short spell in hospital.  His 
funeral was held in Carnmoney on Wednesday 25th May followed by a burial in Carnmoney East 
Cemetery. 
 Barry was brought up in Old Park Avenue in Belfast, and he was the youngest of three children. 
He went to school at the Boys’ Model Primary School and then Grosvenor High before getting an 
engineering apprenticeship at James Mackie and Son’s, staying there for thirty-five years, during 
which time he enjoyed various jobs.  He also worked for F.G. Wilson later in life and also for Mackies 
in China after his retirement.
 He was a member of St James’ Church, through which he met and married his wife Noelle 
in 1960, and the family lived in Merville Garden Village before moving to the family home in 
Collinbridge Drive.  During the years that followed, Barry lived a full life enjoying golf, walking, 
playing the piano, travelling, and especially passing on his wisdom to his three children, Alison, 
John and Victor, and later also to his grandchildren.
 The poem “If” by Rudyard Kipling was a great inspiration to him and was read at his funeral.  
He had to cope with the death of his wife Noelle and also his daughter Alison but remarried again 
whilst in China, and continued to enjoy a close relationship with Lisa, his wife’s daughter, ever 
since, even though the marriage didn’t last.  He spent the last year of his life in Rosemary Lodge 
Nursing Home having developed dementia and begun to fail, always missing his own home in 
Collinbridge.  Our prayers go out to his children, John and Victor, and the rest of the family at this 
time.



Thursday 2nd June 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B

Friday 3rd June 4.00pm Church Hall - Platinum Jubilee Party

Sunday 5th June  Pentecost Sunday
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion and Faith Factory

Wednesday 8th June 7.30pm Memorial Room - “Be Still Course” Session 3

Thursday 9th June 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B

Saturday 11th June 10-4pm St Peter’s Church - Select Vestry Away Day

Sunday 12th June  Trinity Sunday
  9.30am Holy Communion (Order 1)
  11.00am Morning Prayer and Faith Factory
  4.00pm Youth Group Walk Up Cave Hill

Tuesday 14th June 10.30am Memorial Room -  Coffee Morning to meet                
Preston and Kyleigh

Wednesday 15th June 2.00pm Memorial Room - Monthly Bible Study

Thursday 16th June 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm Church - Intercessors Meet
  8.00pm Church - Healing Service

Sunday 19th June  1st Sunday after Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Family Service and Faith Factory Prize-giving

Tuesday 21st June 7.30pm Memorial Room - Pastoral Care Team meeting

Wednesday 22nd June 7.30pm Memorial Room - “Be Still Course” Session 4

Thursday 23rd June 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B

Sunday 26th June  2nd Sunday after Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Baptism Service - James Bradford

Wednesday 29th June 7.30pm Memorial Room - “Be Still Course” Session 5

Thursday 30th June 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B

Sunday 3rd July  3rd Sunday after Trinity
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion
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5th June .......................................... Joyce Lardie
12th June .................................... Anne Campbell
19th June ....................................Eileen Roulston

26th June ..................................... Trevor Prenter
3rd July ................................. Maureen Robinson

Diary for June

Rota for Volunteer Stewards in Church 
11.00am Service Back of Church Front of Church
5th June ....................................................... Warden ................................................ Renee Norwood
12th June ..................................................... Warden ................................................ Pat White
19th June ..................................................... Warden ................................................ Audrey McMorran
26th June ..................................................... Warden ................................................ Heather Seeds
3rd July ........................................................ Warden ................................................ Michael McCurrie

F.W.O. & Restoration Fund Counters



Readings  &  Readers
Date Readings .......................... Reader
5th June (Pentecost Sunday) Acts 2:1-21 ........................ Pat White
Welcome: Ana Orlarte- Roulston John 14:8-17 ...................... Samantha Campbell
12th June (Trinity Sunday) Romans 5:1-5 ..................... Olivia Roulston
Welcome: Hannah and Sophie Gray John 16:12-15 .................... Eileen Roulston
19th June (1st Sunday after Trinity) 1 Kings 19:1-15a ................ Rosemary Williams
Welcome: Samantha Campbell Luke 8:26-39 ...................... Linda McCullagh
26th June (2nd Sunday after Trinity) 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 ............ Anne Campbell
  Luke 9:51-62 ...................... Shirley Earley
3rd July (3rd Sunday after Trinity) 2 Kings 5:1-14 .................... Sharon Ferguson
Welcome: Olivia Roulston Luke 10:1-11,16-20 ........... John Fenton
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Recycling for Restoration Fund
 Last month we raised £56 from the sale of clothes. This is our last note for the Review 
as George Baird has volunteered to take over recycling.
 Please keep leaving clothes (excluding duvets, pillows and cushions) at the Church 
Hall when open. If anyone has scrap metal which they have gathered up when I was not 
accepting any, please ring George on 07783 764793.
 We would again like to thank everyone who has collected cans, scrap metal, clothes, and donated 
and bought books over the years to raise much needed funds for the church and hope everyone will 
support George in the future. We would like to thank and wish George all the best for continuing to 
recycle and raise funds.  Maurice and Doreen.

Flower arranger - Anne Campbell 018 9084 3505

5th June ................................... Mr & Mrs B. White
12th June ............................ Mrs Renee Norwood

19th June ................................Mr & Mrs J. Fenton
26th June ........................... The McKibben  family

 Our April meeting was on 26th April and was based on ‘Memories’.  Ladies had a variety of 
sentimental items, and each person spoke about their valued item.  We then had child photographs 
which had to be matched to the adults present - well this was some fun.
 Our next meeting is 28th May and is our outing to Christ Church Castlerock Flower Festival with a 
meal afterwards at Castlerock Golf Club.  Anne Campbell

Knitting B
 Well our Thursday mornings continue with a knit and a natter.  The bowls have finished, so no more 
“spare” slices of fluffy cream sponge supplied weekly by a bowler AND baker.  Things are settling 
down for the summer.  Bunting almost finished, hands are turning again to our hospital squares but 
more on that in the future.
 Today we would like to say hello to those ladies who can’t join us any more - to Shirley, Catherine, 
Helen, Leslie and Marion, you are missed but not forgotten.  Remembering too with fondness, the late 
Jean Bates, a lovely lady and wonderful knitter.  My toes have been cosy all winter with her magic socks!
 Take care all you lovely knitting ladies out there.  Give me a call if you would like to join us and need 
transport.
  God bless, Curate Carol

Flower Rota
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2022 Easter Vestry and Vicar’s Report
 Our Easter Vestry was held during our 11am service with the elections taking place in the Church 
Hall after the service over refreshments.  The following people were elected to serve on the Select 
Vestry for the next 12 months:
 Vicar’s Churchwarden:  Trevor Gibb
 Peoples’ Churchwarden:  Wesley Beggs
 Vicar’s Glebewarden:  Ken Macklin
 Peoples’ Churchwarden:  Jim Magowan
 Select Vestry:  Maggie Jamison (Secretary), Joyce Lardie (Treasurer), Mike Barefield, Sharon 

Ferguson, Sylvia Beggs, Barbara McKinley, John Beck, Jim Walker, Trevor Prenter, 
Renee Norwood, Robert Campbell, Eileen Roulston and Carol Harvey.

The following is an abridged version of the Vicar’s Report given on that day:
 Mark 4:26-29, one of Jesus’ lesser known parables about the seed that carried on growing hardly 
noticeably is, I think, a very good picture of the slow and steady growth that we have seen this year 
as a church here at Carnmoney.  It’s been fascinating for me to look back to the report I gave this time 
last year and pick up some of the uncertainty and struggle we were facing then.  The vaccines were 
beginning to be offered, but we had only returned to church after a four month absence a couple 
of weeks before, and no other church activities were allowed to happen at that time.  Fast forward 
a year and we’ve enjoyed uninterrupted Sunday worship; nearly all our groups have been able to 
successfully resume, and new groups and activities have also started up. It may not have been very 
spectacular, but the seed has been growing and the lawn seems in quite a healthy place as a result.
 Last year as we began to emerge from Covid, I suggested that we concentrated on three “Rs” 
Recovery, Readjustment and Renewal, and I think we have seen evidence of all three this year:

Recovery
 1.  Our Sunday worship has been consolidated, and as numbers returning to church increased, we 

needed to start our second service again in June. 
 2.  In August, we opened up our Church Hall and held a Covid Recovery Day. 
 3.  From September our church groups began to operate again, albeit under restrictions, providing 

much needed company and fellowship for many who have felt isolated during the pandemic. 
 4.  During these strange times, we have also been operating as what has become known as a 

Hybrid Church, providing online services and CDs to those who still don’t feel comfortable 
about returning to church.  Interestingly, our online congregation is still bigger than our Sunday 
attendance. 

Readjusting
 1.  Credit should be paid to the Select Vestry who have had complex and difficult decisions to 

make, enabling us all to continue meeting safely.
 2.  All the groups, before they began meeting, needed to do much preparatory work, including 

risk assessments and setting policies in place, and these have operated incredibly smoothly 
and successfully since September, and remarkably, many of our groups have seen more people 
attending them than before Covid.

 3.  We’ve also changed our CMS link this year, and the growing relationship with Olo Diocese looks 
like it’s going to be an exciting one.

 4.  For any successful church to operate well, an awful lot happens behind the scenes which the 
majority of members probably know very little about. Thank you to everyone who has worked 
so hard in so many different areas to ensure the successful operation of church life. 

Renewal
 Probably the most exciting area of this report because as we look back, I think we can see that God 
has been doing some wonderful things this year as the grass has grown, often quite spectacularly.
 I said in my report last year that we needed to look outwards to what Jesus called “those other 
sheep not in this fold”, and the really exciting thing that has happened this year is that increasingly 
outsiders are being drawn into our church buildings, if not our church services yet.
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 1.  the Elderly Forum use our Church Hall for Community Bowling free on Thursday mornings which 
has been a huge success with many great relationships being formed and the reputation of the 
church being enhanced.

 2.  The Community Friendship Club restarted in October with thirteen of us. We were a bit 
disappointed after that first meeting, but by February sixty people were attending.

 3.  J.O.Y. too has been a real joy and inspiration to women from the church and also to outsiders 
with over fifty people attending the Fashion Show in March.  Finally, wasn’t it wonderful to see 
forty-two children and a great team of adult helpers in the hall and church for the Good Friday 
Workshop, having fun and hearing the Easter message. 

 All the above have shown we are becoming a welcoming church without walls and are playing an 
increasing role in our local community.

 4.  Faith Development has also continued with a number of online and face-to-face courses, and 
again, its been encouraging that more people are beginning to attend these courses.  We also, 
at the beginning of the year, started a Daytime Monthly Bible Study.

 5.  In November, Sharon Ferguson was commissioned as a Parish Reader and has begun to lead 
services. 

 6.  Tribute must be paid to  Carol, and I don’t need to say much because you all know what she 
brings to this church and every one of you. 

So the seeds have been growing this year, some unperceptively but others I think quite dramatically and 
we have so much to thank God for. But what of the future?

 1.  We need to consolidate and keep doing the right things.  Covid has taken a huge toll on many 
people and that pain needs to be expressed and people supported.  Our existing groups have 
a big role to play in supporting both church members and others as we seek to move forward 
beyond Covid.       

 2.  The new Select Vestry will be planning for the year ahead at a special Away Day in St Peter’s 
Church on 11th June.

 3.  Let’s also continue to grow in our Faith.  It’s a key component of our Mission Statement, and the 
closer we are to God, the more our lives will speak to others.  As we offer different courses and 
opportunities like the bible study to learn, please do opt in as many increasingly are doing.

 4.  Let’s continue to be generous as a church in our giving to enable God’s work both here, overseas 
and through the charities we support.  And let’s also continue to offer our gifts to the life of our 
church, working together as a team for God’s glory.  Generosity is a key characteristic of this 
congregation and blesses many people.

 5.  Two big project plans for the future include setting up Carnmoney as a Healing Hub and also 
developing our youth work by offering more larger events and also employing a youth student. 

 6.  Finally, can I encourage you to be bold and brave. Can we dare to pray for revival and increased 
numbers here at Carnmoney.  I’m sure that’s what God wants!  Micah chapter 4 vs 1-2 speaks of 
a church on a hill with many people streaming to it.  What a lovely vision for our church!  Can we 
dare to pray that our numbers on Sundays, as well as in our midweek meetings, will increase this 
year as God draws people into this building.  For that to happen we will all need to be brave and 
pray our part, telling our friends and neighbours about what goes on and inviting them to join 
us.  So as we move into a new church year with a brand new Select Vestry, be excited!  God loves 
Carnmoney, and each one of us has much to contribute to our life together here. 

 So This year let’s be compassionate, generous and bold in both prayer and action, and as 
Ephesians 3:20 says, “trust God to do more than we can ask for or even imagine!”
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Faith Factory
 During the month of May we played 
games.  Do you remember we played the 
tasting game?  All the cups of water looked 
the same but tasted different.  Some were 
orange flavoured, lemon flavoured, fizzy, 
salty and sugary. We are all different on the 
inside but God loves us all.  Zacchaeus the 
tax collector who climbed up a tree to hear 
Jesus was someone who changed from 
bad to good.  We also learnt about Goliath 
and David.  David put his trust and faith in 
God and won the battle against Goliath, 
even though he was a young boy.
 We are very grateful to the people who 
have volunteered to help us but we would 
still love more adult volunteers to help out 
in the Faith Factory.
 Don’t forget the Family Service on 19th 
June is PRIZE-GIVING for our Faith Factory children.  We hope all the mums, dads and families will 
come along to support their children.
 The Annual Faith Factory outing is on 13th August at Sir Thomas & Lady Dixon Park, Upper Malone 
Road, Belfast, between 2pm & 4pm.
 CMS are organising games, bouncy castle and a BBQ - All we need to pray for is good weather. 
More details later.
 Faith Factory finishes after the Family Service on 19th June and restarts again on 4th September, 
when everyone will be given a warm welcome.
 Thank you for all your support during the year.

Linda, Jayne and Rosemary.

 We have an exciting new development
 At the Easter Vestry meeting, the Parish took the decision to sponsor the training of a nurse/
midwife for Olo Diocese.  The training will take place at the Maridi Health Training Institute and will 
last for three years.  Once trained, they will work in Olo Diocese for three years.  I will pass on more 
details about the trainee when we have them.
 After the Lambeth conference in August, a number of Bishops will be traveling to Northern Ireland. 
On the evening of Friday 12th August, a celebratory service is being held in St Anne’s Cathedral.  It is 
hoped that all “linked parishes” will have representatives at this service.  A fun day with lots of games 
for children is taking place in Sir Thomas and Lady Dixon Park the following day.  More details are on 
the CMSI notice board.
 Prayer requests from Bishop Tandema: 
 1. Pray for the youth conference which was postponed in April because of lack of funding.
 2.  Pray for church leaders’ fellowship which is due to be conducted in June. This is an annual 

programme which happens every year between June and July.
 3.  Pray for Bishop Tandema to be able to travel to UK for the Lambeth conference and also to visit 

partners in Northern Ireland.
 4. Pray for our country Sudan and for the peace agreements to be implemented, as per schedule.
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Prayer for the Month
St Patrick’s Breastplate Prayer

This ancient prayer for God’s strength and protection
is a great prayer to pray to begin your day. 

This day I call to me God’s strength to direct me,
God’s power to sustain me, God’s wisdom to guide me,

God’s vision to light me, God’s ear to my hearing,
God’s word to my speaking, God’s hand to uphold me,
God’s pathway before me, God’s shield to protect me 

from evil enchantments, from failings of nature, 
from one man or many who seek to destroy me,

Around me I gather these forces to save my soul and body.

Christ beside me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ within me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ to right of me, 
Christ to left of me, Christ in my lying, my sitting, my rising,

Christ in heart of all who know me, Christ on tongue of all who meet me,
Christ in eye of all who see me, Christ in ear of all who hear me.

For my shield this day I call a mighty power – the Holy Trinity.

Youth Group
Walk Up Cave Hill

 Although numbers at our Monthly Youth Group 
continue to be small since February our young people 
and leaders have enjoyed making pancakes, a film night 
and a games evening in which Harry taught us the skills 
of indoor bowling: much harder than it looks! In June 
we will be joined by Preston and Kyleigh Vaughn who 
will be on placement with us as we will attempt to climb 
up Cave Hill. This will be on Sunday 12th June, meeting 
near the Castle at 4pm that afternoon, and all children 
of secondary school age are welcome to join us.
 The last time the Youth Group tried this was in 2019 before Covid struck, but sadly the darkness that 
evening prevented us from getting to the top.  Above is a photo from that day nearly three years ago.

Preston and Kyleigh Vaughn
are Coming to Carnmoney

 We will be hosting a young married couple currently at Bible College in Missouri: Preston and 
Kyleigh Vaughn will be joining us at Carnmoney during the week 12th to 19th June.  They will be 
staying in the parish and will be with us for two Sundays and will also be getting involved in various 
midweek activities that week.  We will be holding a special coffee morning on Tuesday 14th June at 
10.30am to give people a chance to meet and talk with them informally; please do come along.
 Also, we are looking for people to offer them a meal in their homes, either at lunchtime or in the 
evening, during those dates.  If you would be willing to help in this way, please let Andy know.  Preston 
and Kyleigh are also hoping to come along to our Queen’s Platinum Party on 3rd June.



A.C. Meats
Unit 3, 119-129, Doagh Road, 

Newtownabbey BT36 6AA
Tel: 028 9086 6510 

Quality Produce - Quality Service

Finest Quality Produce
Beef, Lamb & Pork
Grade “A” Poultry

Cooked Foods
Seasonal Vegetables
Weekly Special Offers

A.C. Meats


