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Reflections from the Glebe House
“I was just thinking...

...what a year we’ve all had”
 My editorial this month is an abridged version of the Vicar’s report 
delivered in church at our Easter Vestry meeting on Sunday 25th April. 
This is a year that everyone needs to be commended on for the courage, 
adaptability, patience and fortitude we have all shown in the face of all 
the challenges we have needed to face.
 As we look back, we have needed to adapt considerably as a church 
and there is much to give thanks for, including the following:

 1.  We have developed an effective online presence: Services have been posted online every 
Sunday as have over 160 Thoughts for the Day. Elaine Munn has been instrumental in helping 
us through the intricacies of technology. More recently a small working group, with the help of 
Stephanie Ellis, have been seeking to develop our church Facebook outreach.

 2.  Communication: Visits have had to be on the doorstep or via telephone. At Christmas, 28 
hampers were delivered, and at Easter, over 100 knitted chocolate laying chickens to members 
of the church and community.

 3.  CDs of the Sunday Service: are delivered every Saturday to those not on the internet, thanks 
to the help of George Leathem. 

 4.  Zoom: has enabled us to meet every Tuesday socially for a virtual Coffee Morning and on 
Wednesday evening for various courses. The Youth Group has also stayed in touch via Zoom.

 5.  The Intercessors Group: is the one ministry that has continued throughout the year under the 
leadership of Eileen Roulston, who took over after Pat Archbold stepped down, having led the 
group (believe it or not!) for the past 59 years!

 6.  Preparations for Worship: Much work was carried out by a sub group of the Select Vestry to 
enable our returns to live worship in August and April. This has been facilitated considerably by 
the acquisition of a new screen and projector (fitted for us at cost price by Andrew Smyth) which 
has enabled bookless worship. 

 As restrictions begin to lift and we tentatively move forward into an uncertain future, this is 
a defining moment not only for our church but for churches everywhere. Bob Jackson, an English 
Archdeacon says: “I’ve been in church leadership for 50 years. This is the most interesting, exciting 
and important moment in all of that time.” Certainly, this is the time for us to move forward into the 
promised land and grasp the opportunities that God is giving us. Maybe the following three R’s will 
help us to plot our way forward under his direction over the coming months:

1) RECOVERY
 Covid has exacted a terrible cost on us all and many people, both in our church and our community, 
will need space to talk and to grieve, making sense of their experience and their pain. These coming 
months therefore need to be a time of pastoral visiting and support, carried out by not only the clergy 
and the pastoral visiting team, but all of us as we seek to listen to others, bring hope, and point them 
towards our healing God. This isn’t the time primarily for programs and groups starting up again, but 
for healing and recovery and possibly preparing and imagining the future a little bit. Please do contact 
Carol or myself if you would like a visit or to talk, and we will be seeking to facilitate this whole recovery 
process over the summer. You will also find an insert on pages 8 & 9 “My Pandemic Experience” which 
will help you to reflect on your experience of the pandemic over this last year. Do make some time to 
sit down with a cup of coffee to work through this helpful resource. 

2) RESHAPING
 September onwards will hopefully be the time that our church life resumes again but we need 
to take this opportunity to critically evaluate all that we do in line with our values and identity. Our 
Mission Statement: “Meeting God, Growing in Faith, Sharing his Love” should be our focus. 
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 It may be as we enter a new future and a very different world with different needs, that some things 
will need to be done differently. Maybe we’ll feel that some things are no longer relevant and have run 
their course, maybe other things will need to be tweaked or new activities will need to be introduced. 
The task for all our groups is to grasp this opportunity to think creatively and imaginatively about how 
we want to return so that we are really relevant and meet peoples’ needs and also honour God.

Big questions will need to be considered:
 •  What should be the balance between online and on site worship?
 •  How do we cater for everyone who wants to come with social distancing in place?
 •  How can we play a full part in our community?
 •  What can we do to support our young people?
 •  How can we attract and be relevant to younger families?
 •  What should our relationship be with other churches in this community?
 These are just a few of the big questions we need to think through, but as Bob Jackson says, it 
gives us an exciting opportunity to reshape and rebuild our church life under God’s direction and 
according to his values.

3) RENEWAL
 Isaiah 35:1 says: “The desert and the parched land will be glad, the wilderness will rejoice and 
blossom. Like the crocus it will burst into bloom, it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.”
 Just as our gardens are brimming with new life at the moment, so God wants to bring new life to 
our church in the months ahead. As we return from our own exile, yes we need to do the right things 
and set the right structures in place, but we also need to remember that this is God’s work and we 
serve a God who wants to bring renewal and new life to both us and our local area which we serve. 
 He loves Carnmoney Parish Church and wants us to be brimming with joy, beauty and new life, 
to be that place where water can gush forth in the wilderness, where people are strengthened, 
where blind eyes are opened and deaf ears are unstopped. As we move forward into an uncertain but 
exciting future God has great things in store for Carnmoney Parish Church. Each one of us is called to 
be a part of the story and offer our time and gifts. Each one of us, just like Queen Esther is called for 
such a time as this.

The Early Service is Restarting,
However our Service Times are Changing!

 We have now got to the stage whereby due to the necessity of social distancing, the church 
is almost totally full for our 11am service. We obviously don’t want to start turning people 
away; therefore after discussions at our Select Vestry meeting in May, we have taken the 
decision to begin a second service again from Sunday 6th June. However, due to the necessity 
to clean the church thoroughly between the two services, it is impossible to return to our old 
pattern of a 9.30am and an 11am service. 
 Therefore after some discussion, it has been decided to change the times of both services 
to 9.15am and 11.15am which we are hoping will be acceptable to most people. This will be 
the case until social distancing measures are relaxed and the necessity for cleaning the church 
is no longer needed. It is envisaged that the 9.15am service, if numbers are small, will be able 
to be a modified and slightly shorter Holy Communion Service every week using individual 
cups of wine. As we are unable to use books still, it will also be necessary to use the screen 
and powerpoint to enable the service to happen and a person (or rota of people) from those 
attending will need to volunteer to operate this when either of the clergy are away, otherwise 
the service will not be able to take place. Please contact Andy if you would be willing to help 
with this. 
 So please, from 6th June, attend whichever service you would prefer and don’t forget that 
it will be at a different time than before!
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Rota for Volunteer Stewards in Church 
  Front Door Back of Church Front of Church
6th June .....................................Warden .........................Warden .............................. Heather Seeds
13th June ...................................Warden .........................Warden .............................. Ben White
20th June ...................................Warden .........................Warden .............................. Sharon Ferguson
27th June ...................................Warden .........................Warden .............................. Lorinda Hamilton
4th July ......................................Warden .........................Warden .............................. Valerie Magee

F.W.O. & Restoration Fund Counters
6th June ............................................................................................................................. Eileen Roulston
13th June ......................................................................................................................Maureen Robinson
20th June .............................................................................................................................Trevor Prenter
27th June ........................................................................................................................... Anne Campbell
4th July ................................................................................................................................... Roy Williams

Readings  &  Readers
 This rota is for our pre-recorded online services. If readers and welcomers could please get their 
videos to Andy the Tuesday before the Sunday, that would be great. If those on the rota are happy to 
attend church on the Sunday and read there as well please do so, but if not others can be found to read.

Date Readings ............................. Reader

6th June (1st Sunday after Trinity) 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 ........... Shirley Earley
Welcome: Olivia Roulston Mark 3:20-35 .......................... Pat White

13th June (2nd Sunday after Trinity) 1 Samuel 16:1-13 ................... Robert Campbell
Welcome: Finn and Rosanna McClean Mark 4:26-34 .......................... Eileen Roulston

20th June (3rd Sunday after Trinity) 1 Samuel 17:32-49 ................. Linda McCullagh
Welcome: The Gray Family Mark 4:35-41 .......................... Ana Olarte-Roulston

27th June (4th Sunday after Trinity) 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 ............... Sharon Ferguson
  Mark 5:21-43 .......................... John Fenton

4th July (5th Sunday after Trinity) 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 ............ Rebekah McBride
Welcome: Ethan Patterson Mark 6:1-13 ............................ Lynne Heber

Recycling for Restoration Fund
 We have received £112 for clothes this month. Would all those who have been collecting 
scrap metal during the lockdown please bring it to 7 Glebecoole Park during June as I will 
not be recycling aluminium and steel cans and other steel after the end of June. Ring 028 
9084 4093 before delivery. Please leave clothes (excluding duvets, pillows and cushions) in 
the church hall when open again.   Maurice and Doreen 028 9084 4093.

Parish Register
Holy Matrimony

‘ Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder ‘
 27th May Rachel Elliott and Matthew Bradford

DON’T FORGET
New service times from Sunday 6th June - 9.15am & 11.15am
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Use of the Hall for Church Groups
 Following the relaxation of restrictions and having received communication from our Bishop, 
we have now been given permission to resume church meetings again in our halls. This is subject to 
each group wanting to meet carrying out a risk assessment and also adhering to social distancing 
measures. A group from the Select Vestry is preparing a generic risk assessment to give to groups 
which they can then adapt to suit their own needs. Despite this announcement, most of our groups, 
probably won’t resume again until September, however if any group would like to begin before then, 
please let Andy know and he will give you the necessary information.

Fresh Church Flowers
 I am sure you are all aware things have been somewhat different in these Covid 19 times. We 
haven’t been doing fresh flowers in church due to certain restrictions and regulations. We are hoping 
that if the situation improves and we are in more normal times, we will start to do fresh flowers 
from the beginning of September. The Flower calendar is up in the church porch and if you have any 
occasion you would like to mark, you can put your name down for your required date.
 Many thanks.  Anne Campbell 028 9084 3505

Parish Meetings
Thursday 24th June at 7:30pm

Intercessors meet in church followed by a 
Healing Service at 8pm.

Sunday 27th June at 4pm
Faith Factory All Age Event

Glebe House Garden

Tuesday 29th June at 7:30pm
Select Vestry Meet in the Church Hall

My Pandemic Experience Leaflet
 It’s only as we slowly move out of lockdown and look forward to the prospect of happier days and 
more freedom that we begin to realise the effects that this last year of restrictions have had upon us. 
Even if we haven’t lost a love one, our job or our livelihood, everyone without exception has had to 
struggle in many different ways this year and the cost on our wellbeing cannot be underestimated. 
The more we can reflect on and talk about our experience this last year, the quicker will be our 
recovery and healing, both as individuals and also in society.
 At the beginning of the first lockdown we provided a small booklet: “Prayer in the Face of 
Coronavirus” which many of you used during this past year. Now as we hopefully emerge into the light, 
you will see a leaflet on pages 8 & 9 produced by the Church Pastoral Aid Society, which you can detach 
for ease of use. The leaflet is designed to help people to reflect on their experiences this last year, so 
please do set some time aside, maybe with a cup of coffee, to work through it in an attitude of prayer 
as we look to God to help us take the next steps in returning to a close to normal life once again.
 You will notice that the sheet contains many helpful links to other resources, which unfortunately 
you won’t be able to access from this printed copy. However, if you are interested in receiving a copy 
electronically with these links included, please email Andy (andy.heber@googlemail.com) and he 
will be happy to send it to you. We hope to provide a number of other resources to aid us through 
this recovery stage, both in church and other group meetings, later in the summer as restrictions lift 
further.







General Easter Vestry Meeting
 Our Annual Easter Vestry Meeting was held in the context of the Morning Service on Sunday 25th 
April. Reports were given by the Treasurer, the Glebewardens and the Vicar (both included in this 
magazine), and the following people were elected to serve on the Select Vestry for a further year: 
Wesley Beggs (Vicar’s Churchwarden), John Beck (People’s Churchwarden), Ken Macklin (Vicar’s 
Glebewarden), Jim Magowan (People’s Glebewarden), Joyce Lardie (Hon. Treasurer), Maggie 
Jamison (Hon. Secretary), Maurice Atkinson, Sharon Ferguson, Marian Magowan, Trevor Gibb, Jim 
Walker, Eileen Roulston, Robert Campbell, Barbara McKinley, Trevor Prenter and Mike Barefield.

Glebewarden’s Report 2020-21
Ken Macklin and Jim Magowan

 Since October, the work of the Glebewardens has been shared by a newly formed Buildings 
Committee consisting of Jim Walker, Robert Campbell, Gary Baird, Trevor Prenter and the two 
Glebewardens. Work carried out this year has included the following:
 1.   During the first lockdown, the Council were unable to look after the church grounds and 

work parties spent four work evenings strimming grass and pruning trees around the church 
grounds. Special thanks to all those who took part in these social distancing nights.

 2.   A screen and projector was installed during the first lockdown. A new sound system was also 
fitted just before Easter.

 3.   Corrections were made to the chancel steps and new pipes were fitted to the organ.
 4.   Extensive Improvements were made to the Caretaker’s bungalow. 
 5.   Kenny Wilson, the steeplejack, has twice replaced slates on the church roof and has also 

inspected the lightning conductor and cleaned the gutters.
 6.   A new oil tank for the church was purchased and fitted.
 7.   The church hall heating boiler has been repaired, and the boilers in the church and Glebe House 

have been serviced.
 8.   In January, our church architect Stephen Leighton submitted plans for a new storm drain for the 

north side of the church. 
 A number of bits of work will need to be completed in the months ahead including the following:
 1.   Stephen Leighton is looking at new guttering for the church and also remedial work that needs 

doing on St Brigid’s Well. We hope to get grant aid for both of these.
 2.   A secondary secure strap needs to be put on the church cartwheel light.
 3.   A new safety rail needs to be erected outside at the front of the church to minimise the risk of 

people falling down the slope.
 4.   The church notice board needs a light fitted to it.
 Thank you to the building committee and everyone else who helps to keep our church buildings in 
such a good state or repair.

Faith Factory “Worship in the Woods”
In the Glebe House garden: Sunday 27th June at 4pm

 Being aware that the Faith Factory hasn’t met now for over a year, we have decided to get creative 
and plan to hold an open air all age event in the Glebe garden on Sunday 27th June at 4pm, using some 
excellent material developed by Engage Worship. This will be a great opportunity to gather our children 
together once again, learn more about God, and also have some fun and refreshments. The event will be 
all about trees and what we can learn from them, and how they can point us towards God, and will include 
games and a quiz as well as some outdoor worship.
 Parents of Faith Factory children are very welcome to attend along with their children, but if you do 
come, please bring either a rug or a deckchair for yourself. Obviously the event will be rather dependent 
upon the weather (although apparently in Sweden they say: “There’s no such thing as bad weather, just 
bad clothes!”) and if necessary we may need to meet in the church hall instead. Therefore if the weather 
does look dodgy please ring the Glebe House early that afternoon to see where the meeting will be held. 
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 A Confirmation Service, led by our new Bishop George Davison, will 
be held in Carnmoney Parish Church on Sunday 17th October at 6.30pm. 
Confirmation is the public step we take to say that we want to live as a 
Christian, saying for ourselves those promises made on our behalf by our 
parents and Godparents at our baptism. Both teenagers (14 and over) 
and adults can be confirmed and we will be holding preparation courses 
in late summer for both adults and teenagers. It may be that you are an 
adult who was never confirmed as a teenager, or you may have come to 
Carnmoney having previously belonged to another denomination. If so, 
this is a great opportunity to meet informally with others to discuss the 
basics of the Christian faith, and after the course, if you wish, get confirmed. Please see Andy if you are 
either a teenager or an adult wanting to get confirmed and we will arrange the courses accordingly.

Sixty Years in the Church’s Ministry of Healing
By Pat Archbold

 In June 1961 our vicar, the Rev. Charles Guy invited Canon Noel Waring, warden of the Church’s 
Ministry of Healing (1932-1964) as a visiting preacher. At the end of the service he gave out a challenge: 
“Do you think we could start a Church’s Ministry of Healing Group in the parish?” The first meeting of 
this group took place in 1961. Among those who chose to become intercessors were Stella McMillan, 
Gretta Winters (Eileen Roulston’s mother), May Clarke and her daughter Elizabeth, Alice Watson and her 
daughter Pat, who was asked to look after the monthly prayer reports.
 In his publication: “Thirty years in the Healing Ministry - the uninspiring story of the beginnings of 
the Ministry of Healing in Ireland” Canon Noel Waring noted in the last paragraph: “The revival of the 
Church’s Ministry of Healing in the church is the greatest spiritual adventure of our time, and indeed of 
all time since the days of our Lord. We (who are we?) are privileged to have a share.”
 Rev. Charles Guy was the hub of the development of the Church’s Ministry of Healing in the parish, 
possessing considerable knowledge and understanding through his many contacts in Dublin. Books 
were circulated on the healing ministry amongst the intercessors, and they attended healing services 
in St Anne’s Cathedral and quiet days in Murlough House, organised by Rev. Fred Baillie. A number of us 
also went to the weekend conference in Trinity Halls, Dublin.
 In October 2020, I sent 4 snapshots from that conference to Rev. Dr Pat Mullen. In her reply she 
observed the following (printed with her permission): “Thank you also for the important photos showing 
those who were growing the ministry with Canon Noel Waring. How wonderful to think that seeds sown 
then by God’s faithful people are bearing fruit now. We truly stand on the shoulders of saints!”
 It is exciting to be at this stage of the Church’s Ministry of Healing in the “new normal” church 
existing throughout the denominations in Ireland now. We can look back at what was, and look forward 
with hope to the future. There has been a steep learning curve for both clergy and Intercessors as new 
skills and gifts are used to access Zoom, websites and Facebook and also meetings in church and halls 
with social distancing measures in place. 
 Andy adds: We are always looking for new Intercessors to join this team and carry on the continuity in 
prayer which has existed at Carnmoney for 60 years. Please do contact myself or Eileen Roulston if you 
would be interested or would just like to know more. 

Daily Bible Reading Notes
 Due to changed circumstances, I now have two part sets of New Daylight available.
One item of May-August and September-December £8; and one item of September-December £4
If you are interested then please phone me at 9083 7015. Georgie Siberry.

  New Daylight gives four months of daily Bible readings and comment in each booklet. It is published 
three times a year.

  “Ideal for anyone wanting an accessible yet stimulating aid to spending time with God each day, 
deepening their faith and their knowledge of scripture.”
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This event is open to anyone interested in 
making Glengormley a better place. Please do 
come along as it would be good to have a good 
representation from Carnmoney Parish Church.
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MU Projects Update
 Hi everyone.  A few 
members have been 
enquiring as to when we 
will be collecting items for 
the Emergency Toiletry 
Packs, which we have 
sent in the past to the A & 
E Departments at Antrim 
Area and Royal Victoria 
Hospitals, for the use of 
patients.  From Sunday 
6th June there will be a 
box in the church porch 
if anyone would like to 
contribute to these packs.  
The contents in the packs 
are still the same, but with one change due to Covid regulations. Toothbrushes must be bought in 
single packets and kept in their packaging to go into the packs.  I have been checking around different 
shops to find some that are small enough to go into our packs.  Primark seem to have the smallest 
packs and are a good price at 90p for a two pack.  These are perforated, so that when separated they 
are still in their packing. Primark also do a small toothpaste for 60p which is a very good price.
 Items required for each pack are as follows - 1 bar soap, 1 facecloth, a small comb, 1 small 
toothpaste (travel size ideal), 1 toothbrush (in packet as mentioned above), 1 small pack of tissues.
 At some stage, now that covid regulations are easing, some of us will get together in the hall to 
make up the packs.  These packs are gratefully received and very much appreciated by the A & E 
departments for their patients.
 If anyone has already bought some of the multipacks of toothbrushes, they will not go to waste as 
we can send them to Women’s Aid when we send our next delivery to them.
 Very many thanks to everyone who has contributed to these emergency toiletry packs in the past.  
If anyone needs any further information, please speak to me or give me a ring.  Eileen Roulston
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The Finger of God
Jeanette Egli

I know how you feel, friend, try not to give in,
is this not the day you’ll try cutting your hair?

You’re not on your own, nerves are long wearing thin,
but first make the coffee, then take it from there.

Breakfast now over, you clear up the table,
whilst thinking of how you’ll fill hours up ahead.

There are jobs to be done, if you feel fit and able,
though wouldn’t you rather be outside, instead?

Deep sighs herald in a new day of dawning,
where clouds gather thickly, too many about.

The weather is matching your grim mood this morning,
another sad day, we could well do without.

You’ve a box you could clear out, or cupboard, or drawer,
it’s strange that before, it’s the last thing you’d do.

Still, hubby has started to clean the lawnmower,
so just shrug your shoulders, and see the job through.

What a stupid idea, though, to look through your clothes,
glancing over the favourites you’d wear out to tea.

It won’t be today you’ll wear any of those,
as you ask one more time, when will eating-out be?

When your mobile starts ringing, you’re glad of distraction,
for too long there’s many a friend you’ve not seen.

But like everything else, you will know in a second,
your first words will be, dearest, how have you been?

Yet it’s medical staff, and your hope soars within,
a vaccine awaits that you’ve long-looked toward.

That fine, silver pinpoint soon touching your skin,
will be nothing less, friend, than the finger of God.

KNITTING B
 Well ladies - it won’t be long now!  We are 
hopefully returning to our Thursday morning 
knit and natter in September.  SO get those 
squares dusted off and we will put together 
our Corona Blanket! So WANTED someone 
with artistic flair to assist.  
 In the meantime, I hope you have a great 
summer.
 Love, Curate Carol

For: Business Sta�onery, Booklets, Leaflets, 
Invita�ons, Posters, Vinyl Banners, Pull-Up 

Signs, S�ckers, and much more

Call 028 9045 9864 today or
Email: prin	ng@mediadesignandprint.com
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