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Reflections from the Glebe House
“I was just thinking...

...about the salutary example of King Solomon”
 I’ve been reading his story this week in 1 Kings 3-11. Solomon was 
hugely blessed by God and began his life very well. God appeared 
personally to him, endowing him with great wisdom and enabled him 
to plan for and build a magnificent temple. During these years, he also 
acquired a tremendous reputation, peace for his people and great 
wealth. Life really couldn’t have been going any better as he kept his 
eyes on God, worked with him and was blessed incredibly as a result.
 However, sadly Solomon took his eyes off the ball. 1 Kings 11 charts how he fell for many foreign 
women, taking them as his wives and concubines and how he also turned away from worshipping 
God and towards foreign gods and idols. These things began to take over his life, and God got 
squeezed out as he put his own desires before following God’s law. Most people think Solomon 
wrote the book of Ecclesiastes, which is at points quite depressing, and these reflections near the 
end of his life make very sad reading as he concludes “life is meaningless” and in 4:13 says: “Better 
a poor but wise youth than an old but foolish king who no longer knows how to hear a warning.”
 The truth is that all of us can take our eyes off God and let other (often good) things squeeze 
him out of our lives to the periphery. Jesus talked about the thorns and weeds that can choke the 
seed in the parable of the sower and also said that we can’t serve two masters; and Paul warns in 1 
Corinthians 10:12: “If you think that you are standing firm be careful that you don’t fall.” March this 
year marks the beginning of Lent which begins for us with a chance to refocus our lives on God in a 
special Ash Wednesday service on 2nd March, and maybe this valuable season in the church year 
is a tremendous opportunity to examine our lives and make sure that we are living the way God 
wants us to, but more importantly that we are giving him the rightful place at the centre of our 
lives rather than fitting him in to everything else that is going on. 
 Jesus said: “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will 
be given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:33). In one of our services in February, we were looking at 
Jeremiah’s vision of the tree by the water putting its roots into the stream. As a result, it’s leaves 
were green, and it always prospered and bore fruit whatever the weather. This is contrasted with 
the bush in the wasteland that was shrivelled and dead because it had neglected the source of 
life. If we make God our number one priority and keep looking to him, he promises us wonderful 
blessings, and things fall into place as we seek to honour and serve him. As Jesus said: I have come 
that you may have life and life in abundance.” (John 10:10). Let’s use this Lent to make space to 
examine our lives and make sure that God is our priority and that we are living in the right ways, so 
that unlike King Solomon, we not only begin well but end well, remaining connected and close to 
the one true source of life. 
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Lent Course “The Long Road to Heaven”
 One great way to mark Lent is to make time in our busy schedules to undertake a short study course. 
If you have never done so, why not try our Lent course, which this year is focused around the film: “The 
Way” starring Martin Sheen and James Nesbitt.  The film is about a disparate group of individuals, all of 
whom have been hurt by life in some way, travelling along the pilgrimage route of St James to Santiago 
de Compostella. Along the way, the characters experience numerous disagreements and crises but 
also grow and find themselves to greater or lesser extents as they complete the journey.
 The film encourages us to think about the spiritual journey that we are all on in this life, and over 
five weeks, we will be showing clips and discussing the major themes in the film, many of which are 
about salvation.
 The dates and themes of each evening are as follows:
 Wednesday 9th March ....................... What are we saved from?
 Wednesday 16th March .................... What are we saved for?
 Wednesday 23rd March .................... Who can be saved?
 Wednesday 30th March .................... What do we have to do to be saved?
 Wednesday 6th April .......................... How are we saved?

 All meetings will be held in the Memorial Room beginning at 7.30pm and will end with a cup of 
tea. This will be a great opportunity to discuss important themes and think about our own spiritual 
journey during Lent.  Everybody welcome.

Relaxation of Covid Restrictions
 The recent announcement about all the remaining Covid restrictions being relaxed is a major step 
towards a slow return to normality after a very tough two years.  However, the Bishop has cautioned 
us to plan the way forward carefully, balancing the desire for fewer restrictions against the important 
need of keeping everybody safe and respecting different views on the matter. Covid rates remain 
very high, and this isn’t an invitation to rush into a new future without any thought, and the way 
forward needs to be planned and thought through carefully, the underlying principle being to help 
people to feel safe and confident enough to attend worship and our church groups.
 With this in mind, the Select Vestry will be discussing the way forward in the light of the Bishop’s 
advice at our next meeting on Tuesday 1st March, and decisions made will be communicated in 
Sunday services after that date and also in the April Carnmoney Review.  Watch this space!

Good Friday Children’s Workshop
 Following a two year hiatus due to the pandemic, we are hoping to hold another Good Friday 
children’s workshop on Friday 15th April this year, during which our young people will have the 
opportunity to undertake various craft activities, consider the Easter story and hopefully, restrictions 
permitting, be able to have an Easter egg hunt.
 More details will be in the April Review, however, we are holding an evening to plan and prepare for 
the workshop on Tuesday 22nd March at 7.30pm in the Memorial Room. This is open to anyone who 
would like to get involved, please come along with your ideas.

Elevenses After Family Services
 We are delighted to announce that with Covid restrictions beginning to ease, we are planning to 
start up serving refreshments again after our Family Services, beginning on Sunday 20th March. 
 However, for this to operate efficiently, we do 
need more volunteers to be part of the serving 
rota as some of the volunteers are currently not 
attending church.
 If you feel you can help in this way, if only 
occasionally, please let Georgie Gibb know on   
028 9083 6967 or georgina.gibb@btinternet.com 

Elevenses
* Georgie Gibb, Joan Bradbury, Jayne Gray.
*  Responsible for shopping and 

organising.
Georgie Gibb - Tel: 9083 6967
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Diary for March
Tuesday 1st March 10.30am Memorial Room - Coffee Morning
  7.30pm Church Hall - Select Vestry
Wednesday 2nd March 7.30pm Church - Ash Wednesday Communion Service
Thursday 3rd March 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling
  10.30am  Memorial Room - Knitting B
Sunday 6th March  1st Sunday In Lent
  9.15am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion and Faith Factory
Wednesday 9th March 7.30pm Memorial Room - Lent Course (The Way) Session 1
Thursday 10th March 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling 
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Sunday 13th March  2nd Sunday in Lent
  9.15am Holy Communion (Order 1)
  11.00am Morning Prayer and Faith Factory
Monday 14th March 2.00pm Memorial Room - Monthly Bible Study: Ruth 3
Wednesday 16th March 2.00pm Church Hall - Community Friendship Club Tea Dance
  7.30pm Memorial Room - Lent Course (The Way) Session 2
Thursday 17th March 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm Intercessor Meeting
  8.00pm Healing Service
Sunday 20th March  3rd Sunday in Lent
  9.15am Holy Communion
  11.00am Family Service  “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life”
Tuesday 22nd March: 2.30pm Memorial Room - Mothers Union
  7.30pm Planning for Good Friday Children’s Workshop
Wednesday 23rd March 7.30pm Memorial Room - Lent Course (The Way) Session 3
Thursday 24th  March 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling 
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Saturday 26th March  (New time!)  4.30pm Church Hall - J.O.Y. Fashion Show
Sunday 27th March  4th Sunday in Lent - Mother’s Day
  9.15am Holy Communion
  11.00am Service of the Word and Faith Factory
Wednesday 30th March 2.00pm  Memorial Room - Community Friendship Club planning 

meeting
  7.30pm Memorial Room - Lent Course (The Way) Session 4
Thursday 31st March 10.00am Church Hall - Community Bowling 
  10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Sunday 3rd April  5th Sunday in Lent
  9.15am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion and Faith Factory

Rota for Volunteer Stewards in Church 
11.00am Service Back of Church Front of Church
6th March ..................................................... Warden ................................................ Lorinda Hamilton
13th March................................................... Warden ................................................ Renee Norwood
20th March................................................... Warden ................................................ Mike Barefield
27th March................................................... Warden ................................................ Pat White
3rd April ....................................................... Warden ................................................ Michael McCurrie
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Recycling for Restoration Fund
 I would like to ask anyone who has any scrap metal including copper, brass, taps, 
aluminium, copper wire and any type of cables to hold on to them until I am able to accept 
them, hopefully in the near future. If anyone has clothes (excluding duvets, pillows and 
cushions) please leave them at the Church Hall when open.
 As Andy has previously mentioned, Doreen and myself are retiring from recycling after 
36 years, and we are very disappointed that, so far, no one has volunteered to carry on the recycling 
to  continue raising funds for the church. If this is something you can help with, then please let Andy 
know at your earliest convenience.  Maurice and Doreen  Tel: 028 9084 4093

F.W.O. & Restoration 
Fund Counters

6th March ........................................ Joyce Lardie
13th March.................................. Anne Campbell
20th March......................................... Jim Walker
27th March............................ Maureen Robinson
3rd April ...........................................Roy Williams Flower arranger - Marie McKee 9084 9822

Readings  &  Readers
Date Readings .......................... Reader

6th March (1st Sunday in Lent) Deuteronomy 26:1-11 ...... Jack Steen
Welcome: Ethan Patterson Luke 4:1-13 ........................ Pat White

13th March (2nd Sunday in Lent) Philippians 3:17-4:1 ........... Trevor Prenter
Welcome: Ana Orlarte-Roulston Luke 13:31-35 .................... John Fenton

20th March (3rd Sunday in Lent) John 14:1-6 ........................ Olivia Roulston
Welcome: The Hunter girls Isaiah 55:1-9....................... Samantha Campbell

27th March (4th Sunday in Lent) 1 Samuel 1:20-28 ............... Tori or Abbie Hunter
  Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 .......... David Rutherford

3rd April (5th Sunday in Lent) Isaiah 43:16-21 .................. Shirley Earley
Welcome: Olivia Roulston John 12:1-8 ......................... Linda McCullagh

Flower
Rota

6th March ........................................ Joyce Lardie
13th March............................................................
20th March............................................................
27th March................................... Joan Bradbury

 Our Mothers’ Union meeting was held on Tuesday 22nd February.  We had a good afternoon of 
fellowship and fun together.  We all made pancakes, some for the first time.  We enjoyed them with 
a variety of toppings from honey, peanut butter, home made Seville orange marmalade, fruit and 
cream.  We also had a Shrove Tuesday quiz.
 Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 22nd March, when Joanna Ireland will be instructing us in Thai 
Chi.  Remember, ladies, to wear flat shoes.  Anne Campbell

Knitting B
 The ladies in the Knitting B are concentrating on their Easter treats 
for you. The clicking of the needles barely audible over the cheeping of 
chickens!
 Look out for pictures in our Easter news. Keep up the good work ladies.
Ps. Our Covid square garment, yes garment, is nearly complete! That’s a mega 
treat in store for you.
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World Day of Prayer
 The World Day of Prayer is a global, ecumenical, women-led 
movement that invites men and children, as well as women, to 
the annual services.
 This time last year, the World Day of Prayer services took 
place during lockdown. I know many of you joined live screening 
or recorded services from around the globe. The one I joined 
was from a beach in Vanuatu, whose Christian women had 
prepared the service. Thankfully there is no lockdown this year, 
so we will be able to meet locally at Mossley. 
 The theme for this year’s service is “I know the plans I 
have for you”. The service has been prepared by a committee 
representing Christian women of England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. The local committee members look forward to welcoming you at the service in The Church of 
the Holy Spirit, Mossley, on Friday 4th March at 11am.

Gayle Hanna – Carnmoney Parish committee member

Carnmoney Community Friendship Club
 We had a fascinating 
meeting in March when 
Stephen Gorley, our 
Community Navigator, 
led us through the Belfast 
Digital Archive. The various 
film clips, some dating back 
to the 1890s, brought back 
many memories, often 
from childhood, to those 
watching. Encouragingly, 
more people are attending 
the club every month, and 
this time we had to get out 
more tables and chairs to 
accommodate everyone. 
 In March, we will 
be meeting on the 3rd 
Wednesday rather than the 
second Wednesday as Louis Small will be leading us in a Tea Dance. This will be on Wednesday 16th 
March at 2pm; light refreshments will be provided and everybody is welcome, whether dancing is 
your thing or not.

‘Our prayers lay the track down which God’s power can come. Like a mighty locomotive,
his power is irresistible, but it cannot reach us without rails.’  Watchman Nee.

Church Building Fund Envelopes (Orange Envelopes)
 The orange envelopes will be ready for collection during March. Please take a note of your envelope 
number, and pick up your pack at the back of the church.
 The funds from these additional church envelopes helps to pay for the maintenance and repairs to 
all our church buildings.
 If you would like a set of these envelopes or information to set up a standing order for either of our 
church envelopes, please contact Roy Williams: Tel: 9084 1752 or email: roywilliams100@hotmail.com
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Prayer of the Month
O Jesus be the canoe that holds me in the sea of life.

Be the outrigger that supports me in times of great temptation.
Let thy Spirit be my sail that carries me through each day.
Keep my body strong so that I can paddle steadfastly on

in the long voyage of life. Amen.
(An ancient prayer from the New Hebrides)

 Many thanks to those who took part 
in the fireside quiz. Almost £200 was 
raised for Olo Diocese. I had forty sheets 
returned; the nine prize winners were 
drawn from the nineteen which had all 
correct answers.
 Jenny Smyth attended a conference in 
South Sudan in February where she was 
able to meet and have fruitful discussions 
with Bishop Tandema.

Prayer points:
 •  Give thanks that Jenny was able to 

meet Bishop Tandema and Mama in 
February in Maridi. They had good 
discussions.

 •  Give thanks for all the people from 
Olo who attended the centenary of 
the coming of the gospel to Maridi. Many people walked the 40 km from Olo to attend.

 •  Bishop Tandema really wants to invest in the leadership capacity of the diocese. He has plans 
to run training for his pastors and lay readers. Please pray for the vision, resources and time to 
organise this and that it will be a real encouragement to all.

 •  Give thanks that the foundations for the new cathedral are underway. This is a huge task in a 
remote and critically under resourced area. Pray for patient endurance as people work to 
progress the construction.

 •  Pray for the political situation in South Sudan. The peace agreement is fractured and frayed. Pray 
that there will be a renewed commitment on all sides to make peace a reality across the country 
so that refugees can return home and real development can be made.  Gayle Hanna

Bishop Tandema, his granddaughter, and wife
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 Well I’m glad February is over!  We had many absentees due 
to Covid, but thankfully everyone is well again.
 We are looking forward to March and Springtime. Come 
along, children, for games, bible stories, quizzes and snacks, 
and enjoy great fun and friendship.
  Love,
               Linda, Jayne and Rosemary.

2 ............ 355
4 ............ 130
12 .......... 600
17 .......... 83
18 .......... 260
21 .......... 245
25 .......... 20
28 .......... 20
30 .......... 272
37 .......... 102
39 .......... 265

44 .......... 259
46 .......... 265
47 .......... 50
50 .......... 260
58 .......... 40
59 .......... 60
66 .......... 241
68 .......... 240
69 .......... 485
70 .......... 120
76 .......... 120

82 .......... 86
87 .......... 240
90 .......... 150
94 .......... 55
104 ........ 125
117 ........ 120
131 ........ 80
133 ........ 122
134 ........ 200
140 ........ 45
145 ........ 129

147 ........ 1160
150 ........ 238
156 ........ 215
158 ........ 110
159 ........ 240
162 ........ 2930
166 ........ 35
174 ........ 260
175 ........ 180
177 ........ 264
187 ........ 775

195 ........ 29
198 ........ 120
203 ........ 320
205 ........ 30
206 ........ 520
207 ........ 195
210 ........ 209
214 ........ 600
220 ........ 135
224 ........ 260
233 ........ 184

239 ........ 180
241 ........ 200
244 ........ 120
248 ........ 260
258 ........ 310
265 ........ 240

No. £ No. £ No. £ No. £ No. £ No. £

Carnmoney Parish Church Restoration Fund 2021
Below is a summary of the contributions for the 12 months up to 31st December 2021.

Simple
Our coffee-shop has opened, but it isn’t quite the same

This hug-free-mode we’re living with, is pretty hard to bare!
We miss the way it was, when arms were quickly flung round shoulders

Meeting-ups have changed!  Oh, for the days the way they were!

For one, I’m pretty fed up with these awful pesky masks!
It’s woefully-too-long since smiles behind them, can be seen!

How hard to talk, wrapped up in cloth!  And then there’s something else!
With lathered soapy skin, I’m buying hefty shares in hand-cream!

A rumour maybe circulates that things are looking better
But soon the news wades in to say, there’s nothing of the sort!
And just as we bump into folk outside our favourite tea-shop

We’re not at all that sure if we still need a covid-passport!

So how much longer will this virus poke into our souls?
Since all this constant chaos is now reaching into years?

Remember him?   He hasn’t stopped from skulking in the shadows!
Deploying, in the spirit-realm, his weaponry of fears!

The covid-plague will one day, though, lie at his feet in ruins!
When vain miscalculation turns to mass-defeat instead!
His complicated warfare is no match for simple combat

Dear Friends, he’s lost already ……. from the first day that we prayed.

Jeanette Egli
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1st March - SHROVE TUESDAY (Pancake Day)
 Ever wonder why we eat pancakes just before Lent?  The 
tradition dates back to Anglo-Saxon times, when Christians 
spent Lent in repentance and severe fasting.
 So on the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, the church 
bell would summon them to confession, where they would 
be ‘shriven’, or absolved from their sins, which gives us 
Shrove Tuesday.  At home, they would then eat up their last 
eggs and fat, and making a pancake was the easiest way to do this. For the next 47 days, they pretty 
well starved themselves.
 Pancakes feature in cookery books as far back as 1439, and today’s pancake races are in 
remembrance of a panicked woman back in 1445 in Olney, Buckinghamshire.  She was making 
pancakes when she heard the shriving bell calling her to confession.  Afraid she’d be late, she ran to 
the church in a panic, still in her apron, and still holding the pan.
 Flipping pancakes is also centuries old.  A poem from Pasquil’s Palin in 1619 runs: “And every man 
and maide doe take their turne, And tosse their Pancakes up for feare they burne.”
 Some people have noted that the ingredients of pancakes can be used to highlight four significant 
things about this time of year: eggs stand for creation, flour is the staff of life,  while salt keeps things 
wholesome, and milk stands for purity.
 Shrove Tuesday is always 47 days before Easter Sunday and falls between 3rd February and 9th 
March.

2nd March - ASH WEDNESDAY
 Lent begins with Ash Wednesday.  But why ‘Ash’ Wednesday?  The reason has to do with getting 
things right between you and God, and the tradition goes right back to the Old Testament.
 In the Old Testament, the Israelites often sinned.  When they finally came to their senses, and 
saw their evil ways as God saw them, they could do nothing but repent in sorrow.  They mourned for 
the damage and evil they had done.  As part of this repentance, they covered their heads with ashes.  
For the Israelites, putting ashes on your head, and even rending your clothes, was an outward sign of 
their heart-felt repentance and acknowledgement of sin.  (See Genesis 18:27; 2 Samuel 13:19; Job 2:8, 
30:19; Isaiah 58:5; Jeremiah 6:26; Jonah 3:6)
 In the very early Christian Church, the yearly ‘class’ of penitents had ashes sprinkled over them 
at the beginning of Lent.  They were turning to God for the first time, and mourning their sins.  But 
soon many other Christians wanted to take part in the custom, and to do so at the very start of Lent.   
They heeded Joel’s call to ‘rend your hearts and not your garments’ (Joel 2:12-19).  Ash Wednesday 
became known as either the ‘beginning of the fast’ or ‘the day of the ashes’.
 The collect for today goes back to the Prayer Book, and stresses the penitential character of the 
day. It encourages us with the reminder of the readiness of God to forgive us and to renew us.
 The Bible readings for today are often Joel 2:1-2, 12-18, Matthew 6: 1-6,16-21 and Paul’s moving 
catalogue of suffering, “as having nothing and yet possessing everything.” (2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10)
 The actual custom of ‘ashing’ was abolished at the Reformation, though the old name for the day 
remained.  Today, throughout the Anglican Church, receiving the mark of ashes on one’s forehead is 
optional.  Certainly the mark of ashes on the forehead reminds people of their mortality:  “Remember 
that you are dust and to dust you will return...” (Genesis 3:19)
 The late medieval custom was to burn the branches used on Palm Sunday in the previous year in 
order to create the ashes for today.
 The Collect for Ash Wednesday is:
 Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have made and forgive the sins of all those 
who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts that we, worthily lamenting our sins 
and acknowledging our wretchedness, may receive from you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and 
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

High Days & Holy Days in March




