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Reflections from the Glebe House
“I was just thinking...

...how much I love the Easter season!”
 I have to confess, I struggle a bit with Christmas. Having lost a baby 
on 23rd December, inevitably there’s sadness for me, and that coupled 
with the rampant commercialism, dark evenings and need to fight 
through crowds of people in lots of shops means often I feel I have little 
time and space in me for the wonder of the season. In contrast, Easter 
for me is an altogether brighter time, with less commercialism and 
more opportunities to focus on all the twists and emotions of an almost 
unbelievable story.
 And this year for me has been one of my best ever Easters! It was lovely over Holy Week to have 
Rev. Ian McKee leading us so expertly through some of the well known Holy Week stories.  And on 
Good Friday, the church and hall were packed in the morning with hordes of children all worshipping, 
exuberantly excited by the Easter story, followed by the contrast of a solemn and serious Reflection 
on Jesus’ words from the cross in the evening, which for me was very moving as I realised afresh 
how his love for me sent him to that cross. And then of course there was Easter Day with the Sunrise 
Service and the chance to enjoy breakfast with Christians from other churches afterwards, followed 
by our own two joyful celebrations and of course that amazing coat of many colours!
 And the great thing is that the Easter season continues for another six Sundays right up to the Day 
of Pentecost on 5th June, giving us the chance to reflect further on Jesus’ resurrection appearances 
and what they mean for us, and all this as the weather is improving and the flowers are blooming too!
 But if someone asked you, “What does Easter mean to you?”, how would you answer them? We 
will be talking at our Easter Vestry meeting on 24th April about the need to be brave in sharing about 
our faith with those who don’t know Jesus, and because of that, I think it’s helpful to think through for 
ourselves what it’s all about. We’re probably all different, but for me the Easter message means:

  •   Firstly, Jesus was who he said he was. He claimed that he would be killed and rise again, 
and his sinless life and the fact of the resurrection proves that he was no ordinary man, 
but as he claimed, the Son of God on a rescue mission to earth.

  •   Secondly, that death has been conquered. Jesus said he had gone ahead to prepare a 
place for us, and if we’ve given our lives to him, we can be assured of a place in heaven 
when we die. That for me takes away a whole shedload of worry in this life!

  •   Thirdly, Jesus is still alive today and can walk through life with me as my companion 
and friend. Eternal life begins not in heaven, but on this earth as we live it with Jesus. He 
called it abundant life, and it includes knowing we’re loved, accepted and forgiven, that 
he’ll guide us through our lives and provide for us, that we have a new family that we can 

relate to, but best of all, that he’s there with us 
at all times, whatever we face, as our companion 
and friend. 
    The resurrection of Jesus was the most 
amazing event ever in history and we can 
continue to reflect on it throughout April and 
May and enjoy the implications of this history 
changing and life changing event for the rest of 
our lives.  How good is that!
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Good Friday Children’s Workshop
 It was fantastic to welcome forty-two children between one and sixteen, many of whom weren’t 
members of our church, to our Good Friday Children’s Workshop.  Due to Covid, this was the first 
time we’ve been able to hold a large children’s event since 2019 and both adults and children were 
pleased to be back.   Whilst it took place, a drop-in silent retreat for adults was held simultaneously in 
the Memorial Room.
 The day began with three imaginative craft activities in the Church Hall, illustrating Palm Sunday, 
the Crucifixion and the Resurrection, with the leaders telling those stories to the children as they 
undertook the activities. We all then moved over to the church where we sang and then told the 
Easter story through ribbons and then through watching a short cartoon. After a final song it was 
mayhem, as the children turned the church upside down in our great Easter Egg Hunt; the eggs, when 
found, proclaiming the fact: “Jesus is Risen”.
 Finally, it was time to leave, but no one went away empty handed, taking home an Easter egg 
and frisbee, having heard once again the greatest story ever told.  Many thanks to everyone who 
attended, especially the team of adult helpers who worked so hard. 

“The great gift of Easter is hope.”- Basil Hume



Sunday 1st May  3rd Sunday of Easter
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion and Faith Factory
  4.00pm Church - Baptism of Kali Sloan
Tuesday 3rd May 7.30pm Church Hall - Select Vestry
Thursday 5th May 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Sunday 8th May  4th Sunday of Easter
  9.30am Holy Communion (Order 1)
  11.00am Morning Prayer and Faith Factory
  7.00pm Church Hall - Youth Group Games
Wednesday 11th May 2.00pm Church Hall - Carnmoney Community Friendship Club
Thursday 12th May 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Saturday 14th May 9.00am Church Hall - Men’s Breakfast
Sunday 15th May  5th Sunday of Easter
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Family Service
Wednesday 18th May 2.00pm Memorial Room - Monthly Bible Study: Ruth 4
Thursday 19th May 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
  7.30pm Church - Intercessors Meeting
  8.00pm Church - Healing Service
Sunday 22nd May  6th Sunday of Easter
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Service of the Word and Faith Factory
Thursday 26th May 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Saturday 28th May TBC Mothers’ Union Outing to Castlerock
Sunday 29th May  Sunday After the Ascension
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Healing Service and Faith Factory
Thursday 2nd June 10.30am Memorial Room - Knitting B
Friday 3rd June 4.00pm Church Hall - Platinum Jubilee Party
Sunday 5th June  Pentecost Sunday
  9.30am Holy Communion
  11.00am Parish Communion and Faith Factory
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1st May ....................................... Rene Norwood
8th May ................................. Maureen Robinson
15th May .............................................. Pat White

22nd May ........................................... Jim Walker
29th May ..........................................Roy Williams
5th June .......................................... Joyce Lardie

Diary for May

Rota for Volunteer Stewards in Church 
11.00am Service Back of Church Front of Church
1st May ........................................................ Warden ................................................ Ben White
8th May ........................................................ Warden ................................................ Lorrinda Hamilton
15th May ...................................................... Warden ................................................ Mike Barefield
22nd May ..................................................... Warden ................................................ Trevor Prenter
29th May ...................................................... Warden ................................................ Jim Magowan
5th June ....................................................... Warden ................................................ Renee Norwood

F.W.O. & Restoration Fund Counters



Recycling for Restoration Fund
 Last month we raised £60 from the sale of clothes. I would like to ask anyone who 
has any scrap metal including copper, brass, taps, aluminium, copper wire and any type 
of cables to hold on to them until I am able to accept them, hopefully in the near future. 
If anyone has clothes (excluding duvets, pillows and cushions) please leave them at the 
Church Hall when open.
 As Andy has previously mentioned, Doreen and myself are retiring from recycling after 36 years, 
and we are very disappointed that, so far, no one has volunteered to carry on the recycling to  continue 
raising funds for the church. If this is something you can help with, then please let Andy know at your 
earliest convenience.  Maurice and Doreen  Tel: 028 9084 4093

Flower arranger - Diane Lee 9083 6988

Readings  &  Readers
Date Readings .......................... Reader
1st May (3rd Sunday of Easter) Revelation 5:11-14 ............ Ana Orlarte-Roulston
Welcome: Heath and Darlie Houston John 21:1-19 ...................... Joyce Lardie
8th May (4th Sunday of Easter) Acts 9:36-43 ...................... John Fenton
Welcome: Adam Thompson John 10:22-30 .................... Lynne Heber
15th May (5th Sunday of Easter) Revelation 21:1-6 .............. Annie Gray
Welcome: Ethan Patterson John 13:31-35 .................... Jessica Gray
22nd May (6th Sunday of Easter) Acts 16:9-15 ...................... Margaret Steen
  John 5:1-9 .......................... Jack Steen
29th May (Sunday after the Ascension) Acts 1:1-11 ........................ David Rutherford
Welcome: Annie and Jessica Gray John 17:20-26 .................... Trevor Prenter
5th June (Pentecost Sunday) Acts 2:1-21 ........................ Pat White
Welcome: Ana Orlarte- Roulston John 14:8-17 ...................... Samantha Campbell

Flower Rota
1st May ....................................................................Mr & Mrs M. Atkinson
8th May ................................................................. Mr & Mrs R. Cairncross
15th May ............................................................................. Marie McKeen
22nd May ..................................................................The Courtney family
29th May .................................................................The Beckinsale family
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Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Street Party
in the Church Hall on Friday 3rd June 2022

4.00pm: Queens and Kings Fancy Dress Parade
with games and prizes

6.00pm: Buffet tea served  •  7.30pm: Entertainment
Tickets: £5 per person - Children free
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Elevenses
*  Eileen Roulston, Barbara Macklin,         

Barbara Talbot.

*  Responsible for shopping and 
organising.

Georgie Gibb
Tel: 9083 6967

Accommodation Needed: 
Can You Help?

 We have been offered the opportunity to host 
a young American couple who wish to do a Parish 
placement in Carnmoney between 12th and 19th 
June. 
 Preston and Kyleigh Vaughn are in their 20s, 
were married in March and are currently studying 
at Ozark Bible College in Missouri. They want 
to learn about ministry in Northern Ireland and 
serve here over the summer, and the Diocese is 
facilitating this. 
 We are keen to welcome them to Carnmoney 
but need to provide accommodation for them, 
all costs of which up to £250 will be covered by 
the Diocese. If anyone would be willing to offer a 
room and/or a few meals to this couple between 
Sunday 12th and Thursday 16th June (the last 
weekend is covered), or even for a couple of days 
in conjunction with others, please get in touch 
with Andy. This would be a great opportunity for 
us which we don’t want to let pass us by, but we do 
need your help to make it happen.

Two Quotes About Easter

“The very first Easter taught us this: that life 
never ends and love never dies.”  Kate McGahan

“We proclaim the resurrection of Christ when 
his light illuminates the dark moments of our 
existence.”
    Pope Francis

 Early in April we learnt about God speaking to Samuel as 
he lay in bed. The children were learning to listen to God and 
praying at any time.
 Olivia suggested a new game called the Winking Game, 
which was great fun and loved by everyone.
 The Soup and Bread lunch for C.M.S. was a great success. 
Many thanks to Rev. Carol for making the soup, which was 
delicious, Ann Campbell for her famous jams, and it was lovely 
to have Carolyn Beasant back helping throughout the day.
 Thank you to all the helpers and to everyone who supported this good cause - £380 was raised for 
C.M.S.
 More stories, quizzes, crafts and games are ready for the month of May at Faith Factory.  All 
children are welcome.  Why not join us every Sunday at 11am to 12 noon (except the 3rd Sunday each 
month when we have a Family Service in church).

Linda, Jayne and Rosemary.
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The Knitting B’s
Coat of Many Colours

 Well it is unveiled at last, our Covid endeavour!  
When the first lockdown happened, the ladies 
decided to knit squares.  We thought we would like to 
have a garment to show at the end of it - perhaps a 
Covid recovery blanket.  Something which suggested 
comfort and care - something to wrap around you.
 Some speculation took place about how it 
would be displayed.  Tacked on a wall - would it be 
too heavy - get dusty?  Then one of our members, 
Elaine Cairncross, had a brainwave.  She had seen 
something on YouTube - Harry Styles had a coat 
made of knitted squares - a multi-coloured coat - the 
die was cast!
 Elaine set to putting together the coloured 
squares into a wonderful multi-coloured garment.  
With hard work, talent, creativity and ingenuity, 
Elaine achieved her goal.  A collar was knit with half 
squares, a belt, buttons and toggles.  A member of the 
group, Janet, crocheted around the edges giving the 
whole garment a finished look.  On Easter Sunday the 
sermon spoke of resurrection.  The resurrection of 
Jesus bringing us new life, the resurrection of Joseph 
(of the coat of many colours)  from the pit to be second in command in Egypt, and the resurrection 
of us all from the darkness of Covid - and our multicoloured coat - emerging from our dark days like a 
beautiful butterfly, a symbol of our new life, our new reality.
 The robe was at last unveiled!  A testimony to the fellowship and commitment of all our knitters 
- some in the Knitting B, some not able to join us in person but still knitting at home. An endeavour 
which kept even those of us who were isolated bound together through needles and wool, as we all 
worked away at home, with our own designs and colours in our squares.  Ladies, a big thank you to you 
all.  And the gentlemen are not to be left out, as Andy so ably modelled it for us in Church and Roger 
Cairncross designed and made a wonderful teak display hanger.
 The spare squares were used during our Covid Recovery Day, presented in a pack as a “prayer 
square”, along with a prayer for the recipient.
 The coat will remain on display at the back of the church - a joyful reminder of  communion, 
creation and new life.   Carol

Prayer for the Month
Thanks be to thee my Lord Jesus Christ,

For all the benefits that thou has won for me,

For all the pains and insults that thou has borne for me.

O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know thee more clearly,

Love thee more dearly, and follow thee more nearly, day by day.  Amen.

(The Prayer of Richard of Chichester)
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Longest Overdue Library Book Has Been Returned
“313 Years Late”

 If you have ever been late in returning a library book, take heart:  the 1704 copy of The Faith and 
Practice of a Church of England Man was recently handed back to Sheffield Cathedral.
 A handwritten inscription inside reads: “This Book belongs to ye Lending Library in Sheffield 
Church 1709.” It left the library just over 300 years ago. 
 Sheffield Cathedral’s Reverend Canon Keith Farrow said that the family of a deceased woman who 
lived locally had asked in her will for it to be returned.
 “Now it’s come back home. It’s a joy to have this little jewel back in the cathedral.”
 With overdue fines of 50p a day, librarians could have charged the family more than £54,000 for 
the book - which itself is worth about £300.
 The canon joked, “We might have got a new roof or something.”

Passionflower
 Why is the passionflower called the passionflower?  
This beautiful climbing plant that grows in many of our 
gardens was discovered in South America by Spanish 
missionaries centuries ago. Drawings were sent back 
to Europe, and in 1609, an Italian priest interpreted the 
flower to represent the crucifixion, otherwise known as 
the Passion.
 The five petals and five sepals represent the 10 
disciples who remained steadfast (Judas and Peter both 
abandoned Jesus). The corona is the crown of thorns.  The 
stigma is the cross or nails, and the five stamens are the 
number of wounds Jesus received.
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High Days & Holy Days in April
22nd May: Rogation Sunday (Sunday before Ascension)
 Rogation means an asking of God - for blessing on the seed and land for the year ahead. It is 
appropriate in any emergency, war, plague, drought or foul weather.
 The practice began with the Romans, who invoked the help of the gods Terminus and Ambarvalia. 
In those days a crowd moved in procession around the cornfields, singing and dancing, sacrificing 
animals, and driving away Winter with sticks. They wanted to rid the cornfields of evil.
 In about 465 the Western world was suffering from earthquake, storm and epidemic.  So 
Mamertius, Bishop of Vienne, aware of the popular pagan custom, ordered that prayers should be 
said in the ruined or neglected fields on the days leading up to Ascension. With his decision, ‘beating 
the bounds’ became a Christian ceremonial.
 Rogation-tide arrived in England early in the eighth century and became a fixed and perennial 
asking for help of the Christian God. On Rogation-tide, a little party would set out to trace the 
boundaries of the parish. At the head marched the bishop or the priest, with a minor official bearing a 
cross, and after them the people of the parish, with schoolboys and their master trailing along. Most 
of them held slender wands of willow. 
 At certain points along the route - at well-known landmarks like a bridge or stile or ancient tree, 
the cross halted, the party gathered about the priest, and a litany or rogation was said, imploring God 
to send seasonable wealth, keep the corn and roots and boughs in good health, and bring them to an 
ample harvest. At some point beer and cheese would be waiting.  
 In the days when maps were neither common nor accurate, there was much to be said for 
‘beating the bounds.’ It was still very common as late as the reign of Queen Victoria. Certainly, parish 
boundaries rarely came into dispute, for everyone knew them.  (Do you know yours today?)

26th May: Ascension Day, 40 Days with the Risen Christ
 40 days after Easter comes Ascension Day. These are the 40 days during which the Risen Christ 
appeared again and again to His disciples, following His death and resurrection. (Matthew 28; Mark 
16; Luke 24; and John 20.)
 The Gospels give us little of Christ’s teachings and deeds during those 40 days. Jesus was seen 
by numerous of His disciples: on the road to Emmaus, by the Sea of Galilee, in houses, etc. He 
strengthened and encouraged His disciples, and at last opened their eyes to all that the Scriptures 
had promised about the Messiah. Jesus also told them that as the Father had sent Him, He was now 
going to send them - to all corners of the earth, as His witnesses.
 Surely the most tender, moving ‘farewell’ in history took place on Ascension Day. Luke records the 
story with great poignancy: ‘When Jesus had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, He lifted up His 
hands - and blessed them.’
 As Christmas began the story of Jesus’ life on earth, so Ascension Day completes it, with His 
return to His Father in heaven. Jesus’ last act on earth was to bless His disciples. He and they had a 
bond as close as could be: they had just lived through three tumultuous years of public ministry and 
miracles  - persecution and death - and resurrection!  Just as we part from our nearest and dearest by 
still looking at them with love and memories in our eyes, so exactly did Jesus: ‘While He was blessing 
them, He left them and was taken up into heaven.’ (Luke 24:50-1) He was not forsaking them, but 
merely going on ahead to a kingdom which would also be theirs one day: ‘I am ascending to my Father 
and to your Father, to my God and your God...’  (John 20:17)
 The disciples were surely the most favoured folk in history. Imagine being one of the last few 
people on earth to be face to face with Jesus, and to have Him look on you with love. No wonder then 
that Luke goes on: ‘they worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed 
continually at the temple, praising God.’    (Luke 24:52,53)
 No wonder they praised God! They knew they would see Jesus again one day!  ‘I am going to 
prepare a place for you... I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.’ 
(John 14:2,3) In the meantime, Jesus had work for them to do: to take the Gospel to every nation on 
earth.
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Not expecting this
The young minister took his wife to the Maternity 
Hospital and was told it would be a long labour. So, 
he agreed to ring at lunchtime for news. But when 
he phoned, he dialled the wrong number and got the 
County Cricket Ground. He said: “I brought my wife 
to your place early this morning. Is there any news?”  

He was surprised to be told: “Yes, there are seven out and the last two were ducks.”

The Story Behind
‘Thine Be The Glory, Risen, Conquering Son’

 Here is a hymn that is so well known and loved that it has simply burst the bounds of Easter, and 
gets sung regularly at other times of the year.  It has two stories behind it.
 First, the music.  The rousing music did not start out as a hymn, but instead was written by Handel 
for his opera ‘Judas Maccabeus’, first performed in 1746.  Originally the words ran ‘See the conquering 
hero comes’, for Handel’s opera tells the story (found in the Apocrypha) of the leader of the Jews, 
Judas Maccabeus, who led an army against the Syrians and restored worship at the Temple.  With its 
triumphant refrain after each verse, the music is easy to learn and sing, and can be (and has been!) 
played to great effect either by the trumpets, on an organ in a large resonant church, or even on 
guitars (!).
 Secondly, the words.  They were not written until 1884, which was 138 years after the music.  
We owe them to the Revd Raymond Budry, a Swiss pastor from Lausanne.  Ordained in the Free 
Evangelical Church in Vaud, he spent 35 years as the pastor of Vevey on Lake Geneva.  Budry wrote 
the hymn in French (‘A Toi La Gloire!’) to console himself after the death of his first wife, and a year 
later (1885) it was published in Chants Evangeliques. Soon it found its way into English - translated by 
a Baptist minister from Kingston-upon-Thames, Richard Hoyle.
 It is not clear who first had the happy idea of teaming those words with that music, but when they 
did, the hymn really took off.  By 1904 it was being translated into other languages.
 The theme of ‘battle’ is never far from this hymn, whether it was the battle of Judas Maccabeus, 
or the battle over sin which was won by Christ on the cross and in rising from the tomb.  Easter, of 
course, marked the biggest victory over the biggest enemies of all time: sin and death.
 What would Handel make of it, if he could know that his battle music had become one of the 
world’s most popular and well-known Easter hymns?  He was a devout man, working for the poor, 
praying twice each day, and attending St Paul’s Cathedral.  So, it seems pretty certain that he would 
be delighted.

Take a Walk on the Wild Side!
 How neat do we like our gardens to be?  Full of manicured lawns, with immaculate flower beds?
 Well, yes and no. A recent survey by BBC’s Gardener’s World magazine has found that more than 
half (54%) of gardeners now include ‘uncultivated areas’ in their garden. And some 44% of gardeners 
have also set up a wildflower area.
 Certainly, Nature could use a helping hand just now. In 2019 32 per cent of us saw a butterfly in our 
garden. By 2020 that was down to 21 percent.  By 2021, that was down again, to just 16 per cent.  

 Simple tips to rewild your garden:
       • Avoid chemical pesticides and herbicides, which also kill ‘good bugs’, butterflies and bees.
      • Tolerate as much mess as you can. Leave wood and leaf piles for hedgehogs and invertebrates.  
      • Set aside some room where grass can grow longer, and wildflowers can bloom.
      • Don’t pull up all your weeds – they can be a critical source of pollen for bees.
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